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ABSTRACT
She immediate ©b^eot o f th i s  study i s  to  compare th e  n a tu re  sod 
degree o f  so c ia l s t r a t i f io a t io n  among farm ers in  two types o f  co tto n  
growing t m s ;  one in  th e  H il ls  end th e  e th e r  in  th e  B elt*  of Louisians* 
D ifferences between th e  te e  a reas  in  so il*  p ro p e rtie s  o f  Eegroes 
i s  th e  t o t a l  popu la tion , s is e  o f farm ho ld ings, farm ten u re  systems and 
economic and c u l tu ra l  h is to ry  a re  very g rea t*
th re e  hundred and fo r ty - f iv e  formal schedule in terv iew s were ob­
ta in e d  from farm end non—farm fam ilies*  These were supplemented by 
more than  one hundred inform al in te rv iew s, parks of whieh were preserved 
in  stenographic  reeords* Other d a ta  were obtained from high aehoel 
studen ts*  Bone use was made of census and s ta te  records fo r  th e  
p a rish es e f  whieh th e se  eessxunlties a re  a p e rt *
Seenoaic and so c ia l  indexes were app lied  to  th e  two a reas  by race 
and farm  ten u re  c la s s  in  order to  perm it comparison o f  th e  he igh ts e f  
th e  so c ia l pyramids and t o  determine th e  so e ia l d istance  m aintained be­
tween races and between th e  various c lasses*
The da ta  shew th a t  th e  heigh t e f  th e  so c ia l pyramid in  th e  D elta 
eesammity i s  maoh g re a te r  than  th a t  in  th e  H ills*  H eterogeneity 
ch a rac te rize*  th e  D elta population and i t*  system e f  economic and so c ia l 
re la tio n s h ip s , w hile th e re  i s  much g re a te r  homogeneity in  th e  H ill  
cowmnity* In  th e  H il ls  meet e f  th e  farms re  a re  co -partners in  land 
possession  and in  t o t a l i t y  e f  r ig h ts  and p r iv ile g e s , w ith th e  exception 
o f  th e  c a s te  d is t in c tio n s  based en race* The Delta population , on the  
e th e r  hand, I s  marked by d if fe re n t ia te d  groupings, o ften  having very 
l i t t l e  in  common and lack ing  th e  s o l id a r i ty  and 1 ikc-mindedness o f  th e
x i i
H il l  people* P a r t ic ip a t io n  by * 1 1  w hites in  th e  common so c ia l  l i f e  o f
th e  eonmsmity l a  found only In  th e  H ills*
The handicap e f  poore© land in  the  R i l l s  i s  compensated f a r  by a 
h igh  percentage e f  land  ownership and a  system e f  subsistence  farming* 
land  ownership i s  a ssoc ia ted  with h igher so c ia l s ta tu s  in  each 
a re a , h a t th e  re la tio n sh ip  la  mere eons la te n t  In  th e  H ills#  In  the
D e lta , sm all w hite ew ers*  meat of ahem a re  immigrants from th e  H ills*
held  about th e  same e e e ie l p o s itio n  as tenan ts*  While p la n te rs  a re  
th e  only fans group ah© enjoy in tim ate  a sso c ia tio n  w ith p ro fessio n a l 
and business c lasses*
Face s o l id a r i ty  i s  found in  th e  H ill  eemamtniiy, b a t in  th e  D elta  
w hite ten a n ts  and la b o re rs , in  many re sp e c ts , a re  tre a te d  by p la n te rs  
and p ro fess io n a l people with le s s  considera tion  than  th a t  accorded th e  
p la n ta tio n  Hegrces* However, disfranchisem ent o f the  Negroes in  each 
a re a  seems to  be  responsib le  fo r  th e i r  f a i lu re  to  gain considera tion  
comparable to  th a t  e f  w hites in  such m atters ass money fo r  education , 
read s , pub lic  tra n s p o rta tio n , and c e r ta in  kinds o f public enjoyment. 
These disadvantages o f  th e  Hegro a re  overcome to  seme degree in  th e  
H il ls  through th e  g re a te r  development e f  s e lf -d ire c t io n  and leadersh ip  
w ith in  h is  own race#
Social s ta tu s  in  the  Delta i s  based uptn w ealth , fam ily , t r a d i t io n  
#*m3 a  system o f so c ia l s te reo types which cause the s ta tu s  of th e  In­
d iv idua l to  be determined la rg e ly  by th e  groups w ith which he i s  
id e n tif ie d *  This makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  a person, once h is  s ta tu s  i s  
f ix e d , to  gain  a h igher so c ia l position*  At th e  same time i t  tends to  
a ssu re  continued s ta tu s  fo r  members of th e  upper c la ss*  In th e  B i l l s ,  
personal t r a i t s ,  i n i t i a t i v e  and educational and vocational a ttainm ent
* i i i
a re  a p p rec ia ted , and th e  q u a lif ie d  in d iv id u a l l a  more l ik e ly  to  be re ­
garded by acceptance In to  a h igher c la s s •
In  th e  M ill a re a ,  farm ers o f both races enjoy a  much h igher degree 
o f  personal freedom and independence, which appears to  be a sso c ia ted  
w ith  wore complete paycho-sooial adjustm ent*
Recent changes in  race  composition o f th e  D elta popu lation , and 
an in c rease  in  th e  proportion  of s n a il  earners among farm ers, imply th e
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f s ig n if ic a n t  m odifications o f p o l i t i c a l  and economic
c o n tro l and ev en tu a lly , perhaps, in  th e  e n t i r e  so c ia l s tru c tu re  and 
In s titu tio n & l l i f e  o f th e  Delta*
xiv
CHAPTER I  
im O DCCTIG *
The Problem S ta ted
Thi Immediate o b jec t o f th is  study i s  to  compare the na tu re  sad 
degree o f so c ia l and economic s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  two typos o f c o tto n  
grwriag a reas One i s  a  H ill  sows in  which sm all owner-operated farms 
predominate* and tb s  o th e r I s  in  tb s  D elta  whore tb s  p la n ta tio n  system 
has long boon th o  p rin c ip a l form o f  land  tenure •
Thoro a re  some sp e c if  is  questions fo r  which tb s  in v e s tig a tio n  seeks 
s a t is f a c to ry  answerst (1 ) Is  th e re  a  d e f in ite  consciousness o f  s ta tu s?
t
(2) Hew do th e  so c ia l pyramids o f the  two a reas  compare i n  heigh t?
(9) Saw i s  so c ia l d is tan ce  m aintained? (4) la  so c ia l s ta tu s  d ire c t ly  
a ffe c te d  by tenure s ta tu s , reg a rd less  o f economic goods? (5) How does 
t h i s  re la tio n sh ip  vary by a re a  and race? ( 6 ) What Is  th e  cropper*a 
s ta tu s?  (7 ) Do farm lab o re rs  c o n s titu te  a  c le a r -c u t  category? (8 } What 
o th e r  sp ec ia l c r i t e r i a  of c la s s  a re  operating? (9) How im portant i s  
education  as an index o f so c ia l s ta tu s ?  ( 1 0 ) M a t i s  the degree o f 
p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l p a r t ic ip a tio n  fo r  sp e c if ic  groups? (11) Who are 
the leaders?  (12) What are some o f  th e  p ra c tic a l  im plications of 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  p a r t ic u la r  races  and c la sses?  (18) What r e s t r ic t io n s  
cm v e r t ic a l  so c ia l  m obility  a re  observable? (14) How do freedom, con- 
tentm snt and optimism nonpars by a re a , race and tenure? (15) What are  
th e  tren d s  in  fan s tenure by a rea  and race? (18) What s ta tu s  changes 
may be in fe rred ?
*For a tborougi end ab le  th e o re tic a l  treatm ent o f  so c ia l s t r a t i ­
f ic a t io n , including a l l  Important re la te d  concepts, see P. A* Sorokin, 
S ocial M obility  (Hew York* Harper A B ros,, 1927), See e sp ec ia lly  
Chapters I  and II*
2Im plications o f the Study 
The s ig n ific an c e  o f  such a study l i e s  ( 1 ) In  the  p o ss ib le  c o n tr i­
bu tion  th a t  i t  may make to  the s c ie n t i f ic  l i t e r a tu r e  on the  problems 
In  American end mere e sp e c ia lly  in  Southern society* and (2} i f  a  
system of fam in g  in  which small owner-operated fa m e  predominate o f fe rs  
g re a te r  economic end so c ia l w elfare to  a l l  the people o f the  community 
then  appears to  e x is t  under a  p la n ta tio n  system * i t  is  hoped th a t  th i s  
study  say  help  t o  make th a t  fa c t  known and th a t  i t  say be us ed as one 
o f  the  guides to  land-use p o lic ie s  e f  the fu ture*
The theo ry  of democratic government assmaes cooperative and peace­
fu l  p a r t ic ip a tio n  by a l l  th e  governed in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i t i e s  as 
w ell as in  th e  economic and so c ia l b e n e fits  of th a t  society* While i t  
i s  be lieved  th a t  ease  degree of economic end so c ia l d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  i s
a  normal cond ition  e f  every present-day  soc ie ty  and may be expected in
2even tbs sm aller communities* i t  i s  be lieved  a lso  th a t  when c la s s  d i f ­
ferences become very g re a t w ithout a  s a t is fa c to ry  system of accommoda­
t io n  developing* c o n f l ic t  w il l  in v a riab ly  re su lt*  / And c o n f l ic t  between 
groups w ith in  a  socie ty  has always bean th e  means by which s o c ie t ie s  
have d is in te g ra te d  from within*
Zimmerman b e liev es th a t  the  economic and so c ia l conditions o f tbs 
American farm ten a n ts  and lab o re rs  a re  a lready  genera lly  worse than  
those o f the European peasan t*9  and Sorokin s ta te s  th a t  when rev o lu tio n s
^See Robert K* Mao Ivor* Leviathan and th e  People (U niversity* 
Louisianaz Louisiana S ta te  U niversity  Press* Is&6 ) ,  p* SO*
*Carle C* Zimmerman (Unpublished Classroom Lectures a t Harvard 
U niversity* Cambridge* 1936).
3are  i n i t i a t e d  toy farm ers or peasants* "sueh re v o lts  and ra d ic a l move­
ments have n early  always been c en te re d  In  the  possession  and r e d i s t r i ­
bu tion  of land*** I t  l a  f u l ly  recognised th a t  c la s s  d if f e r e n t ia t io n  i s  
no t r e s t r i c te d  to  c o tto n  growers* and not to  ag ricu ltu re*  As a m atter 
o f f a s t  the  fo rces  o f d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  appear to  operate  more in tensely*  
and the  heigh t of the so c ia l pyramid i s  d e f in i te ly  g rea te r*  i n  the 
American c i t y  than  i t  i s  among farmers* With the  development e f the 
fa c to ry  system of production, c a p i ta l  came to  p lay  a  fundamental ro le  
in  the aceuznulation of add itiona l wealth* The e x p lo ita tio n  in  an un­
c o n tro lle d  and unsystem atic way o f the enormous n a tu ra l resources e f 
the B aited  S ta te s  a ided  by the rap id ly  increasing  use of soienee and 
technology* and the  philosophy of Aden Staith* placed w ith in  th e  c o n tro l 
o f  in d iv id u a ls  the means by which sooner or l a t e r  g rea t in e q u a li t ie s  o f  
wealth* of education* of c iv ic  benefits*  and of general c u ltu ra l  oppor- 
tsm itie s*  became in e v ita b le . I t  has re su lte d  too in  the  co n tro l by the 
w e a lth ie r c la sse s  o f the p ress  and o th er agencies o f  public  opinion and 
thereby re su lte d  in  c la s s  co n tro l of government* The very aggressive 
behavior e f  lab o r o rgan isa tions i s  one o f  the reac tio n s a g a in st imposed 
e la ss  le g is la tio n *
Mhile the Southern w hite worker* both in  Industry  and ag ricu ltu re*  
has not been as conscious of the  ex is ten ce , causes and im plica tions of 
th is  o la ss  s tru c tu re  and the e ffe c ts  of i t s  opera tion  upon h is  welfare* 
th e re  is  no a rea  in  the United S ta te s  which o f fe rs  a s e t  of economic
A . Sorokin* Carle C* Zimmerman and Charles J .  G&lpin* A Sys­
tem atic Source Book in  Rural Sociology (Minneapolis t The U niversity  of 
M innesota P re ss , 1930X* I I ,  p* S S 7  '
4s a t  e o o it l  p roU « 6  more conducive to  p ressu re  groups* c la s s  le g is la *  
t io n ,  human e x p lo i ta t i  on and a  do f i n i t e  and immediate challenge to  
dem ocratic government to  prove i t s  existence* The 30,000*000 immi­
g ran ts  who came to  the United S ta te s  during the  oentury ending in  1914* 
meet o f  idiom s e t t l e d  in  c i t i e s  and became lab o re rs  in  industry* were 
freq u en tly  exploited* In  the South th e  Negroes fo r  a much longer period 
had fu rn ished  th e  opportun ity  in  slavery  fo r  human ex p lo ita tio n *  and 
a f t e r  the C iv il  War th e i r  lo t  was very l i t t l e  i f  any b e tte r*  since  moat 
o f them were lan d less  farm ers and lacked experience in  Independent fa ra  
operation* Before and a f te r  the  war* however* these  Negroes were the  
ecm petite rs e f  the  yeomen and the  lan d less  w hites, and th e  increase  in  
economic in se c u r i ty  for both  groups helped to  promote g re a te r  competi­
t io n  sad antagonism*
Today the South is  genera lly  known in  the n a tio n  to  be an a rea  e f  
very low economic opportunity* an area  o f  extrem ely high b i r th  ra tes*  
one o f a  high incidence of disease* of race c o n flic t*  of r e la t iv e ly
g
low production of scholars and outstanding  statesmen*
The enormous amount o f a tte n t io n  which has been given to  th e  sub­
je c t  e f  fans tenancy In  th e  United States* p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith in  the l a s t  
two decades* by so c ia l s c ie n tis ts *  reformers* n o v e lis ts  end jo u rn a lis ts*  
has made i t  e le a r  th a t  a d e f in ite  problem atic cond ition  has been reacted  
in  the opera tion  of a g r ic u ltu ra l  land* The area  of co tto n  production*
g
See Hwrard W# Odum* Southern Regions (Chapel H il l j  The U niversity  
o f Berth C aro lina  Press* 1638), and &upert B* Vance* Human Geography of 
th e  South (Chapel H il l t  The U niversity  o f North C arolina Press* IS ieJT "
5and th e re fo re  t t e  South* i t  th t  t r o t  which has reeeived  most a t te n t io n , 
fo r  i t  i s  tho ra  th a t  the r a ta  of farm tenancy has reached the h ig h est 
po in t end where some of the most v ic ious a spec ts  of the system have 
become commonplace*
Some General Area D ifferences
The H i l ls  a rea  se lec ted  is  in  St* Helena P arish  mid the  D elta  a rea  
in  Tensas* General geographic* economic, and a g r ic u ltu ra l  knowledge o f 
th ese  two a re a s , suggests immediately th a t  type o f  s o i l ,  race composi­
t io n ,  s is e  of farm s, farm ten u re  systems and c u ltu ra l  h is to ry , p resen t 
qu ite  obvious and s ig n if ic a n t  d ifferences*  In o rder to  o r ie n ta te  the 
reader who may be le s s  acquainted with the  two types o f  a reas , a  b r ie f  
p resen ta tio n  of some of the outstanding d iffe renoes w il l  be given a t  
th is  point*
The Louisiana S ta te  Planning Commission, in  cooperation  with the 
United S ta te s  Department of I n te r io r ,  c la s s i f i e s  the s o i ls  of St* Helena, 
the H il l  p a rish , as "Reddish-brown to  brownish-gray c o a s ta l p la in  s o i ls  
occupying h i l ly  o r r o l l in g  a reas and having red to  yellow f r ia b le  w ell 
drained su b so ils—orangeburg, k irv in , g re e n v ille , ruaton  and sands*"
That of Tensas, the Delta p a rish , is  described as "Dark brown to  gray 
M iss iss ipp i Biver bottom s o i l s —sbarkey, sarpy , waverly and Portland."®  
Locally the land o f 8 t* Helena i s  re fe rre d  to  as cu t-over pine h i l l s ,  
although f l a t s  and small creek and r iv e r  bottoms a re  known to  c o n s ti­
tu te  a considerable p a r t  of the to ta l*  I t  is  genera lly  known to  be
^Louisiana S ta te  Planning Commission, Second Progress Report 
(Baton Rouge, 1940), Map No* 16. —
6th in  sad unproductive when unimproved• Erosion vhioh has l i t t l e  e f f e c t  
e s  the d e l ta  lead ie  a  grave problem in  the H ills*
The f e r t i l i t y  o f the  s o i l  i s  re f le c te d  in  the co tto n  y ields*  The 
B i l l  farm er seldom g e ts  more than o n e -th ird  o f a ba le  to the ac re  w hile 
th e  d e lta  farm er expects a good season to  &ive a t  le a s t  a bale to  th e  
aere* The per acre  average fo r St* Helena for th e  period  1936 to  1939 
was 160 pounds of l i n t ,  a h ile  fo r Tensas i t  was 359 pounds o r more than 
tw ice as stuoh*
D ifferenoes in  wealth are s tr ik in g  when to ta l s  and averages are
considered* Based on the  per c a p i ta  value o f  farm p ro p erty , in  1860
St* Helena ranked th ir ty - s ix th  and Tensas f i r s t  out of the fo rty -seven
eparish es e x is tin g  a t  th a t  tim e. The per c a p ita  assessment as repo rted  
by the Louisiana Tax Commission fo r  1939 shows a s im ila r con trast*
That fo r  the B i l l  p a rish , St* Helena, is  5143*79 and fo r  the D elta 
p a r ish , Tensas, i t  i s  #343*95 o r 139 per oent g reater*
Both a reas  have more Sc gross than w h ites , bu t in  1930, w hile they  
represen ted  54*3 per eerib of the to ta l  population  of St* Helena, the 
corresponding fig u re  fo r  Tensas was 71*6
This d iffe ren ce  in  race composition helps to  explain  the d i f f e r ­
ences in  farm tenure systems, but in  order to get a more adequate p ic ­
tu re  i t  i s  necessary  to  go back to  the C iv il War period* In  I860
^Roger W* Shugg, Origins of C lass Struggle in  Loulslana (Baton 
Rougei Louisiana S ta te  ChiversTFy P ress , 1939), Appendix, Table VII*
®Data taken from S ta te  Department o f Education, n in e ty - f i r s t  
Annual Report, B u lle tin  lumber 448 (Baton Rouge, 1941), fab le  V II.
7slaveho lders in  Tensas rep resen ted  84 p er oent of th e  to ta l  v o te rs  and
in  St* Helena 52 per sent* The d iffe ren ce  is  fu r th e r  emphasised by the
fa c t  th a t  91 per oent o f  th e  to ta l  popu lation  of Tensas was slave  com*
pared w ith  52 per se n t for St* Helena* and the average holding for
9Tensas was 47 slapres a g a in st 12 slaves fo r St* Helena* The eye te n  of
tenancy which follow ed the free in g  of the slaves tended to  survive in
the D elta but not in  th e  H ills*  Holdings were muoh sm aller in  the
H ills*  and a f t e r  the tim ber was sold the  oost of acquiring land fo r  a
small farm was r e la t iv e ly  low* An im portant in flu e n ce , however* was
the  f a c t  th a t  St* Helena* l ik e  so many H ill  parishes* a lready  had the
sm all owner* while in  the  D elta he was p ra c t ic a l ly  unknown* In  1860
farms of th ree  to  f i f t y  aores made up 42 per eent of S t. H elena's t o ta l
and only 1 p er oent fo r  Tensas.*® Then too* inform ation on these two
p arish es today shows almost a to ta l  disappearance of the p la n te r  e la s s
from St* Helena a g r ic u ltu re , but i t s  d e f in ite  p e rs is ten c e  in  the  D elta* ^
The average s is e  o f  farms operated by owners gives a muoh more r e a l i s t i c
p ic tu re*  That fo r white f u l l  owners in  1940 was 98*7 aores in  S t . Helena
12and in  Tensas i t  was 425*6 acres*
o
Roger W* Shugg* op* c l t ** Appendix* Table II*
*®Ibid** Appendix* Table V*
^ S t a t i s t i c s  o f the United S ta tes  Department of A gricu ltu re  on th e  
i iz e  of farms are  very misleading* as the land o f  each operator whether 
owner or tenant is  c a lle d  a farm . Thus a p la n ta tio n  may be reported  as 
one fa ra  i f  operated w ith farm labor* while I f  operated by tenants*  i t  
may be reported  as t h i r t y  or more farms*
1 2B^ureau of Census* Census of A gricu ltu re! 1940* Louisiana (Washing­
ton* Government P rin tin g  b ff io e , 1941)* P arish  Table*
Today owner* predominate in  the H ill# , c o n s titu tin g  70*9 per coat 
of St* Helena1 a w hite op era to rs  in  1940, w hile fo r  Tensas only 32*7 per 
oent were owners* And t h i s  rep resen ts  q u ite  an increase  in  w hite owners 
In  Tensas, to r  only one-fourth  of a l l  operates*s were owners in  1935*
In  the ease of Hegroes, the p ic tu re  i s  sim ilar* In  1940 they c o n s titu ­
te d  43*3 per cen t of St* H elena 's opera to rs and only 9*0 per oent fo r
* 13Tensas*
The a g ra rian  p a tte rn s  have th e i r  coun terpart in  the p o l i t i c a l
s itu a tio n *  St* Helena in  1848 supported the  Democratic p a rty , and in
1661 on the  question  of seoession, voted to  remain in  the Union*
Tensasfs re sp ec tiv e  p o s itio n s  in  those  e le o tio n s  were Whig in  1846 and
fo r seoession  in  1 8 6 1 I n 1930 Huey Long who appealed to  the masses
got 63 per cent of th e  St* Helena vote, hut he was given only 31 per
16cent in  Tensas where the masses have never ruled*
Any attem pt to  review th e  l i t e r a tu r e  p e rtin e n t to  our problem must 
n e o essa rily  be very  inadequate, but some of th a t  which has played a  p a r t  
in  shaping th e  thought of the w r ite r  w ill  be mentioned a t  th is  point* 
There i s  hard ly  any sub ject in  th e  e n tire  f ie ld  of ru ra l  sociology
jut AuiF«r»vtJK vhouh w  uvv*i> tu  Mvi' VIIX regarding
p o l i t i c a l  p o s it!  on in  the D elta in  1940*
1«P. A. Sorokin, Carle C* Timmerman and C. J* G alpin, A System atic 
Source Book In  Rural Sociology* 3 v o ls . (Minneapolis* The U niversity  o f  
M innesota P ress , 19327*
Review of L ite ra tu re
th a t  i s  not tre a te d  th e o re tic a l ly  and exem plified in  th e  three*volume
16source book in  ru ra l  sociology by Sorokin, Zimmerman and Galpin*
Table I I
►gar W* Shugg, o p *  c i t* ,  Appendix, Table VII
9S elec ted  m d In g e  from A ncient, Medieval and Contemporary th in k e rs  a re  
included* This work may moll bo c a lle d  the  encyclopaedia of ru ra l  
sociology*
In  o rder to  ga in  adequate h is to r ic a l  inform ation  fo r  an In s ig h t
in to  p resen t day problems in  e o tto n  production* the  student probably
mould f in d  d ra y 's  h is to ry  of Southern a g ric u ltu re  the most sch o la rly
p re se n ta tio n  of the f a c ts  from e a r l i e s t  se ttlem ent up to  the C iv il 
17War* For Louisiana* fo r  the  same period* C ray 's work should be sup-
18plemented by th a t  of Shugg* C lass s tru g g le  w ith  some o f  i t s  ra c ia l*
economic* so c ia l and p o l i t i e a l  causes and e ffe c ts*  fo r  Sew Orleans and 
f o r  a g r ic u ltu ra l  areas* is  the c e n tra l theme o f the book*
Southern Regions by Odum i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f a  tremendous amount of 
planning and work to  e re a te  a  framework fo r  the  development o f  a 
socio logy of the  South* A ll phases of eo tton  production w ith  the  r e la ­
tio n sh ip s  to  the many so c ia l and economic problems of th a t  a rea  and of
19the n a tio n  are trea ted *  Vanee* a former studen t and a t  p re se n t a
colleague of Odum* has two s tu d ies  which deserve m ention. One i s  a
20human geography o f the South* and the o th er deals sp e o if io a lly  w ith
81the people who a re  involved in  the  production of cotton* Vance speaks
*^L* C* Gray* His to ry  of A gricu ltu re  in  Southern United S ta te s  to  
I860* 2 vole* (Washingtons The Carnegie I n s t i tu te ,  193S).
*®Hoger W* Shugg* op* c i t *
^Howard W* Odum* Southern Regions (Chapel H ills  The U niversity  o f 
Worth C aro lina  Press* 1936)#
^ R u p ert B« Vance* Human Geography o f th e  South (Chapel H ills  The 
U niversity  o f Worth C arolina Press* 1935J7
^ R u p ert B* Vance* Human Factors in  Cotton Culture (Chapel H ills  
The U n iv ers ity  of Worth Carolina Press* 1939) *
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as an informed native*  ttrn who has not only a w ealth  o f o b jec tiv e
knowledge* b a t an in tim ate  acquaintance w ith the  problems of the ru ra l
South* This enab les him to  consider and revea l fa c to rs  which would
escape most in v es tig a to rs*
I s  1926, the a g r ic u ltu ra l  econom ist, K irkpa trick , made a study
o f the fa rm e r's  liv in g  standard* in  which he very o le a r ly  defined and
desoribed the m a te r ia l  and non-m aterial elements in  th e  standard  and
plane of liv in g *  He assigned  sp e c if io  money values to  a l l  item s eon-
22sidered# whether bought* or produced and consumed on th e  farm*
The depression  t h i r t i e s  produced a tremendous volume of l i t e r a ­
tu re  about ru ra l  people, both  farm end non-fana* The fed e ra l govern -  
max* sponsored many stud ies*  The fic tional Resource* Committee had a  
sp e c ia l group study  the changes in  popu lation  and the  re la t io n  o f the
popu lation  of the s ix  c u ltu ra l  regions o f the Nation to  economic oppor- 
23tu n ity .
Hoof te r*  in  h is study of the land lord  end tenant* comes n eare r to  
the sp e c if ic  problem* He p resen ts  a d e sc rip tio n  of th e  re la tio n sh ip s  
be t ween the land lo rd  and tenant*  To accomplish th is  he chose the  p lan ­
ta t io n  as the u n i t  of study* sinoe i t  c o n s titu te s  a  community w ith in
which the ten a n ts  and lab o re rs  have d e f in ite  re la tio n sh ip *  both w ith
24the lan d lo rd  end w ith in  th e i r  own groups*
L* K irk p a trick , The Parm er's Standard of L iving, USDA, Depart­
ment Ball* No* 1466 ( Washington j Government f’rinETng O ffice , 1929).
^ N a tio n a l Resources Committee* The Problems of a Changing Popula­
t io n  (Washington! Government P rin tin g  O ffice, 193877 '
2 *T. J .  Woofter* Jr** and ethers* Landlord and Tenant on the  Cotton 
P la n ta tio n . WpA Research Monograph V (Washington! 1936) * '
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Heffsommsr lias d ire c te d  sev era l s tu d ie s  in  farm lab o r and tenancy 
in  th e  sugar cans and co tto n  a reas  o f Louisiana* They have been pub­
l is h e d  as experiment s ta t io n  b u l le t in s  by Louisiana S ta te  U n iversity  
w ith in  tb s  l a s t  th r s e  years  and now form an important p a r t  o f the  l i t e r ­
a tu re  re s u ltin g  from resea rch  in  a g r ic u ltu ra l  economic • and ru ra l  so c i­
ology*
The study of disadvantaged c la sse s  by Taylor a ttem pts to  survey 
th e  ru r a l  so c ia l  cond itions throughout the  Mat!on, n o t , according to  
T aylor, a s  a p iece  of s o ie n t i f l e  re sea rch , but to  rev ea l the prevalence 
o f sub-m arginal standards of l iv in g ,  and to d e lin e a te  the a reas In  which 
th e se  co n d itio n s  tend to  concentrate*
A fte r the  m aladjustm ents of the  economic depression  and the ex peri­
m ental! on w ith reform  measures o f th e  t h i r t i e s .  Baker, Bor sod i  and
26Wilson wrote a  beck on th e  problems in  American ag ricu ltu re*  Chap­
te r s  I I  and XT a re  e sp e c ia lly  h e lp fu l in  describ ing  th e  e f f e c ts  of 
science and technology on ag ricu ltu re*
There i s  no su b jec t in  th e  f ie ld  o f  ru ra l sociology on which so 
much has been w r it te n  as farm tenancy, but on th e  more r e s t r i c te d  sub­
j e c t  of so c ia l s ta tu s  and faim te n u re , p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  l i t e r a tu r e  makes 
only  in c id e n ta l con tribu tions*  That p e r tin e n t to  th i s  sub ject and pub­
lish e d  from 1922 to  1967 i s  c ite d  in  fo o tn o tes  to  an a r t i c l e  on so c ia l
^ C a r l  C* T aylor, Helen W. Wheeler and S* L* K irkpatrick , Disad­
vantaged C lasses in  American A g ricu ltu re , U. 2* Department o f A gricul­
tu r e ,  rh*»  Security  A dm inistra tion , and Bureau of A g ricu ltu ra l Eco­
nomics cooperating . Social Research Report VIII (Washingtons 1938).
*«0. £• Baker, Ralph Borsodi and M* L* Wilson, A gricu ltu re  in  
Modern L ife  (lew York* Harper and Bros*, 1939).
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27s ta tu s  by S chuler* n i l s  a r t i c l e  summarises the find ings in  f i f t y
published  re p o rts  to  f in d  hoe farm owners and ten an ts  compare in  so c ia l
s ta tu s  • B is more ex tensive  re p o r t on the same su b jec t in  1936 while
working under th e  d ire c tio n  o f C arl C. Taylor in  the R esettlem ent
A dm inistration  I s  a  study of 2,425 farm fam ilie s  o f both races taken
fro® 14 coun ties  in  the com , oo tton  and tobaooo areas of the  United 
2BS ta tes*  gxoept fo r  the types of areas compared the p resen t study
which was d ire c te d  by Schuler attem pts to  make a s im ila r  con tribu tion*
The only study which s p e c if ic a l ly  compares the D elta p la n te r  and
eg
th e  B i l l  faim er i s  th a t  by Shugg. I t  oonoentr&tes on the  period  from 
1840 to  1875, but i t  fu rn ish es  e x c e lle n t background in  sp e c if ic  eco­
nomic , p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l fa c ts  fo r a p resen t day study* Tenure 
o la s se s  a s  such a re  not m entioned, bu t the p la n te r ,  the yeoman and the 
poorer small farm er a re  charac terised*
Percy*s recen t book probably w il l  be c a lle d  b iased  f lo t io n  by
most so c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u t i t  i s  a frank  and able expression  o f the
30b e l ie f s  and a t t i tu d e s  of the D elta p lan ter*  One review er says sf
I t ,  "Bo o th e r trea tm en t o f such problems, (*p la n te rs , share-croppers
and sueh ')>  however s c ie n t i f ic  or unbiased i s  l ik e ly  to  r iv a l  these
*•31chap ters in  wisdom and strength* One ra th e r  unpardonable oversigh t
Bdgar A* Schuler, "Social S ta tu s o f American Farm T enants,"
Rural Sociology, I I I  (March, 1938), 20-35*
2®Bdgar A. S chu ler, Social S ta tus and Fara Tenure—A ttitudec  and 
S ocia l Conditions o f  Com B elt and Cotton B elt Farmers, ^arm S ecu rity  
A Ac I n le t  ra tIo n  andHlureau of A g ricu ltu ra l Economics, Social Research 
Report IV (Washington, 1938).
22Reger W* Shugg, op* o i t * See e sp e c ia lly  Chapters V, V III , and IX*
“ w. A. Parey, Lanterns on the Levee (Now York: A lfred  A* Kiwmf. 
In©*, 1941)*
^*Timss Picayune. March 23, 1941, p . 9* Other reviews were o f th e  
same tone*
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o r e r r o r ,  however, i s  Percy1 s f a i lu re  to  make any d is t in c t io n s  among
n o n-p lan ter w hite farmers* He leav es the im pression th a t  they  are
a l l  a like*  On t h i s  l a t t e r  p o in t Shugg does a smoh b e t t e r  job , and
tfo llv a lse  a ls o , in  h is  very  comprehensive review of th e  f ic t io n a l  end
se m i-f ic tio n a l l i t e r a tu r e  o f  the South, ch a rac te rize*  the  poor w h ite ,
««
th e  yeoman and th e  p lan ter*  Many of th e  books reviewed by Pcllw aine, 
though not u sing  the  so e la l  s ta tu e  concepts of the  s o c io lo g is t ,  draw 
v e ry  meaningful p ic tu re s  of ind iv idua l farmers*
Concerning the  a g ric u ltu ra l lad d e r, p lanes of liv in g  of Georgia 
farm ers and Begro^white re la tio n sh ip s , R aper's book i s  one o f  the  b e tte r  
0300a * The Sociology of Rural L ife  by Smith contains four chap ters  
th a t  are  p a r t ic u la r ly  h e lp fu l in  the study o f farm ers of d if fe re n t  tenure 
c lasses*  These are  "Land Tenure,1* "Size of H oldings," "Social D ifferen­
t ia t io n "  and "Social S tr a t i f ic a t io n * " 5* This te x t  book a lso  has one o f 
the b e s t  b ib lio g rap h ie s  availab le*
There a re  two very  recen t s tu d ie s  of m igrant farm fam ilie s  in  
Tensas which w ill  be h e lp fu l in  p red ic tin g  race composition and tenure  
tren d s  in  the Delta* One is  by H it t  and unpublished, and the  e th e r  i s  
by Hoff sommer*5®
 jfd............. ...
S hie lds MoXlwaine, The Southern Poor-White from Lubber land to  
Tobacco Bead (Som an, Oklahoma:. U n iv e rs i ty o f  Oklahoma P ress , 193977
^ A rth u r  Eaper, P reface to  Peasantry  (Chapel H il l i  U n iversity  of 
North C arolina P re ss , 1936'/*
**T» Lynn Smith, The Sociology of Rural L ife (Sew Torki Harper & 
Bros*, 1940), Chapters X II, X III, XIV and XV*
5®Homer L. H i t t ,  "Seeent M igration in to  and w ith in  the Upper Mis­
s is s ip p i  D elta  of Louisiana" (Unpublished Ph*D* d is s e r ta t io n ,  Dept* of 
Sociology, Harvard U n iversity , 1941)* Harold Hoffscoimer, Hew Ground 
Farmers l a  the  M iss iss ip p i River D elta , Bureau of A g ricu ltu ra l £oo- 
nomics. United S ta te s  Department o t A gricu ltu re  (Washington: A p ril, 
1941).
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F a r  & com pilation  o f the  s tu d ie s  on standards and p lanes o f l iv in g
of f a i l  l i e s ,  by f a r  th e  most comprehensive annotated b ib lio g rap h ic a l
36and m ethodological study i s  th a t  by W illiams and Zimmerman*
I t  would be im p rac tica l to  attem pt to  mention more than a very 
small p e r e an t o f th e  in d iv id u a l pub lic  a t  ions r e la t iv e  to  farm ers o r  
even of eo tto n  farmers* Many ex ce llen t ones w il l  be neg lected  e n tire ly *  
Anyone wishing exhaustive sources o f the  more dependable t i t l e s  in  addi­
t io n  to  those  named, should see (1) the s e r ie s  o f re p o rts  of th e  Farm 
S ecu rity  A dm inistra tion  and Bureau of A g ricu ltu ra l Economics, (2) those  
of the  Works Progress A dm in istra tion , D ivision of Research, (3) re p o rts
from S ta te  A g ricu ltu ra l Sxperiment S ta tio n s and (4) B areev 's b ib liography
37 * 'on f a n  tenancy in  the  United S ta tes*  Some of the b e s t s tu d ie s  have
been published  in  th e  o f f i c i a l  jo u rn a l of the Rural S oc io log ical Society  
o f  America, Rural Sociology* In  October, 1938 a committee of the  Rural 
S ocio log ical Society and the Bureau o f  A g ricu ltu ra l Economics completed 
a  re p o rt c a l le d , "The F ie ld  o f  Research in  Rural Sociology• " A se lec te d  
b ib liography  i s  included which contains 187 t i t l e s *  "A gricu ltu ral Eco- 
ncmios L ite ra tu re ,"  a b ib liography  including  t i t l e s  of pu b lica tio n s in  
th e  B aited S ta te s  and fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s , i s  is  sued each month except 
Ju ly  and August by the s t a f f  of the  l ib ra ry  o f the  United S ta te s  Depart­
ment of A griculture*
^ F a i th  U * Williams and Carle C* Zimmerman, "S tudies o f Family 
Living in  the  United S ta te s  and Other C ountriesi An Analysis o f  M ateria l 
and Method," United S ta te s  Department of A gricu ltu re , M iscellaneous Pub­
l ic a t io n  Bo* 223 (Washington, 1936)* "
^ L o u ise  0* Beroev, Farm Tenancy in  the United S ta te s  1918-3 8 1 A 
S e lec ted  L is t  o f References, USDA BAS, Bibliography No, 70 (Washingtont 
Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 1940)*
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M ny ad d itio n a l reference*  to the  l i t e r a tu r e  w i l l  be made through­
out th ia  re p o r t as they  r e l a te  to  sp e o if ie  phases of the problem being 
trea te d *  and a  se le c te d  b ib liography  w ill  be p a r t  of the  completed 
study*
Methodology
A fte r the  problem was conceived, the s e le c tio n  o f a reas to  rep resen t 
the d i l l s  and th e  D elta  had to  be made* and in  order to in su re  th a t th ese  
a reas would be app ropria te  the  follow ing o r i t e r i a  were used as a b a s is  
fo r  s e le c t!o n  1 (1) For both  a reas a g ric u ltu re  must predominate and 
co tto n  must be the p r in c ip a l cash crop* ( 2 ) The community concentrated  
upon must include the  county seat* and th is  cen te r should  be small 
enough to  be c la s s i f ie d  as ru ra l non-f a m • (3) Both w hites and Negroes
must be adequately  represented* (4) The H ill a rea  must be c le a r ly  out­
sid e  the  immediate in fluence  o f the D elta  cotton-growing communities*
(S) Small fam ily-type farms must predominate in  the  S i l l  area* and th e  
p la n ta tio n  in  the  Delta* ( 6 ) The H il l  land must be re p re se n ta tiv e  of 
th a t  of the H ills  o f the c e n tra l Cotton Belt* even i f  not t r u ly  represen­
ta t iv e  o f Louisiana* (7) The D elta area  must l i e  along th e  M iss iss ip p i 
R iver. ( 8 ) The lo ca tio n s  of both communities must be such th a t  French 
c u ltu ra l  in flu en ce  w il l  be a t  a minimum*
St* Helena l a  the  H ills  and Tensas in  th e  D elta were th e  ^parishes 
f in a l ly  agreed upon* and the p a rish  se a ts  of these ware used as the trad e  
cen te rs  fo r  th e  r e s t r i c te d  communities from which schedules were a c tu a lly  
taken*
*®8 y severa l economic Indexes* St* Helena i s  known to  be d e f in i te ly  
below average fo r  L ouisiana H ill  parishes*  and i t  may be a l i t t l e  below 
average f o r  the  C entral Cotton Belt* On th e  o th e r hand Tensas ranks
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Four type a o f  da ta  were secured* ( 1 ) A formal schedule was used 
to  secure Inform ation from fanners and a few non-farm fa m ilie s  regard­
ing farm lend ownership, housing and household equipment, m ig ra tion , 
so c ia l p a rtic ip a tio n *  fam ily  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  education* and c e r ta in
fA
opinions* From farmers* a d d itio n a l d a ta  were secured concerning 
ten u re  h is to ry *  s i t e  of farm* farm equipment* live-at-hom e program, and 
in  the  ease o f non-owners* tenu re  arrangements* A t o ta l  of 345 of th ese  
faad ly  schedules were used In the analysis*  Of these* 171 were H ill  
sad 174 were D elta  f a m il ie s * ^
(2) An occupational choice schedule was used to secure  da ta  from
high school studen ts in  the  two perishes* This a lso  included p a r t i c i ­
p a tio n  in  o rg an isa tio n a l a c t iv i t i e s  of th e  community and e e r ta in  p er­
sonal data*
(3) More than  one hundred inform al but system atic in terv iew s wens 
held w ith  people o th e r than those from whom formal schedules were taken* 
h o s t  of th ese  people were non-farm and p rim arily  business and p rofes­
s io n a l men* A stenographic record was kept of p a r ts  of each interview *
(4) In o rder to  secure so c ia l s ta tu s  scores for white fam ilie s
based upon the  opinions o f lo ca l people * l i s t s  of 101 H ill  and 61 D elta 
fam ilie s  were p resen ted  to  se lec te d  persons fo r rating*  This p a r t  of
r e la t iv e ly  h lg i on th e  basis of th e  same economic indexes among D elta 
counties* S t i l l*  in  o rder to meet o ther requirements* th ese  seemed to  
be the b e s t se lec tio n s*
copy of th is  schedule w ill be found in  the appendix*
^B ased  upon ra se  composition of th e  two parishes Negroes are  
uader-represen ted  in  the sample* but s t i l l  they  make up 39 per cent o f 
th e  H ill  and 46 per cent of th e  D elta  cases*
In  order to gain  maximum tru th fu ln e ss  in  answers* a colored teacher 
was employed to  taka the aohedules* This tended to e lim ina te  th e  element 
o f fear*
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41th e  methodology I t  f u l ly  explained l a  an a r t i c l e  by Schuler*
Time and e f f o r t  were given to  th e  execution  of a p lan  to  g a in  a 
r e a l i e t io  acquaintance with the  soc ia l and economic l i f e  of the two 
CQwaunitiee* I r re g u la r  v i s i t s  were made ewer a  period  of almost th ree  
y e a rs , beginning in  th e  summer of 1988 when th e  formal schedules were 
taka*.42
Data ea  the schedules were ceded and punehed on c a rd s , and th e  
sta tic tie a l tables used in  the an a ly sis  re s u lte d  from so rtin g  and count­
ing th e  cards on In te rn a tio n a l Business Machines o f the Bureau o f Educa­
t io n a l  Research ef Louisiana S ta te  U niversity*
Bureau o f  Census Data a re  used when h e lp fu l, and a lim ited  amount 
o f inform ation  i s  talasn from secondary sources*
Edgar A* S chu ler, "S oc ia l and Economic S ta tus in  a Louisiana 
H ills C entral t y , * Sural Sociology, 7 (Maroh, 1940), 69-83* The w r i te r 's  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th a t  study is  acknowledged by Ur* Schuler in  a fo o tn o te , 
P• 69*
^T he w r i te r  spent a to ta l  of twelve weeks in  the two a reas , besides 
sev era l one-day tr ip s *  The d ire c to r  o f the resea rch . Dr* E* A* Schuler, 
spent e ig h t weeks, h i s s  Louise Kemp, a graduate student in  sociology a t 
Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , d id  f ie ld  work fo r  seven weeks, and one month 
was spent by the colored f ie ld  worker, K iss Thelma Conner*
CHAPTER I I  
ORIGIN, MOBILITY AND TENURE HISTORY
Occupation and Tenure o f Fam ilies
Oar sample o f 345 fsm illo a  a re  c la s s i f ie d  by a re a , race , farm and 
non-farm and by oooupation and tenure • This la  done becauses (1) The 
th e s is  th a t  some very  im portant and oonala ten t eoonomle and soc ia l d i f ­
fe ren ces e x is t  between the H il l  and D elta  cotton-growing a re a s , as s ta te d  
in  the  problem,  i s  the  major reason fo r th is  study . (2) The ex is ten ce  
o f  r a e la l  d iffe re n c e s  in  economic and so c ia l s ta tu s*  reg a rd less  of much 
overlapping , i s  so g en era lly  recognised th a t  i t  dees not seem p ra c tic a ­
b le  to  analyse them together*  (3) The fundamental d iffe ren ce  in  occu­
p a tio n  between farm and non-faro people demands th a t  th ese  two groups 
be kept separa te  f o r  most purposes* (4) Since oooupation and tenure 
c la s se s  appear to  be f a i r l y  o o n s is te n t c o rre la te s  with r e la t iv e  p o s i­
t io n s  on th e  eoonomio and so e ia l sca le  and doub tless are fa c to rs  in  
the determ ination  o f s ta tu s*  i t  seems lo g ic a l in  the p resen ta tio n  of 
much of th e  d a ta  to  keep the  fam ilie s  in  these  categories*  Table I 
g ives the tenure d is t r ib u t io n  of fam  heads by a rea  and race* and in  
o rder to  note a rea  d iffe ren c e s  th e  w hites a re  fu r th e r  d iv ided  in to  
" fu ll- tim e "  and "part-tim e" farm ers. I t  appears th a t  a g ric u ltu re  i s  
so re  n e a rly  a  fu ll- t im e  job In  the Delta* while in  the  H ills* employ- 
loent out of a g ric u ltu re  i s  more frequent* This i s  oonsisten t w ith 
f ig u re s  liv e n  by th e  United S ta te s  Census o f A grioulture fo r  1935*
While the  D elta  farm er worked o ff  h is  farm more frequen tly  then did
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TABLE I
meSSTA&S TEHURE DISYRIBUnOir OF FARM HEADS BY ASEA AMD RACE
H ill
Hhita
H ill
Hegro
D elta
White
D elta
Hegro
T otal auaber 
F u ll tim et
76
Far oast
6 6  
Per e a s t
80 
Far e a s t
58 
Far cent
F a ll  o r  p o r t  oanors
u B ig c r i 56.7 62.3 17.6 26.9
Rost Mrs 15.3 30.8 15.0 29.5
Croppers 2 .7 16.9 36.3 41.4
Laborers 
F a r t  tim et
a a a e 15.0 3 .4
F u ll o r p a r t  owners
and managers 22.7 a e ^ 6.3 . . .
R asters 2 .7 — 2 .5 —
Croppers — 5 .0 —
Laborers 2.5 aw aw
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the  S i l l  farmer* th is  a x tra  employment was in  a g r ic u ltu re  more than  
tw o -th ird s  o f th e  time* In  the oaee of the  H ill  farmer* h ie  p a rt- tim e  
employment mas n e n -a g rieu ltu ra l in  more th an  tw o -th ird s  of the oases 
reporting*
The meet s tr ik in g  f a s t  in  the d is t r ib u t io n  (Table I )  i s  the  d i f ­
ference  in  p e r een t rep re se n ta tio n  of owners in  the  four major c a te g o rie s  
end e sp e c ia l ly  between the  H il ls  and Delta* While in  th e  H ills* f o i l  and 
p a rt-tim e  owners to g e th er made up HI p e r e en t of th e  white farm ers, in  
th e  D elta  only 24 per eent were owners.* In  th e  ease of Hegroes* owners 
a re  somewhat e re r-rep re se n te d  in  the  d a ta  from both parishes*  While tb s  
H il l  amaple shews 62 p e r se n t owners and the D elta  26 per oent* th e  1940 
f ig u re s  fo r  the e n tir e  parishes* as shown in  Table II*  are  44 pe r oent 
and 9 per oent r e s p e o tire ly . Bren w ith  our d is t r ib u t io n  more d is to rted *  
however* the  comparison of H il l  farm ers w ith  D elta farm ers to  a g rea t 
ex ten t w il l  be comparing H ill  owners w ith  D elta  croppers and laborers*  
f o r  these  l a t t e r  groups combined make up 69 per cen t of th e  D elta  white 
farm ers and 46 per een t o f the  D elta  Hegro farmers*
The 67 non-farm fa m ilie s  as shown in  Table i n  are  c la s s if ie d  not 
only by oooupation but a lso  according to  ownership of farm land* This 
was done to  determine to  what e x te n t people in te re s te d  in  a g rlo u ltu ra l 
lead re s id ed  in  town* The number of oases does not J u s t i fy  any conclusion* 
bu t m oag th e  w hite non-f aimers i t  was not unusual to  find  la rg e  farm- 
land-ownsrs* The two H ill  Hegro fam ilie s  were th e  only two liv in g  in
This exaggerates the  d iffe ren ce  in  ownership somewhat* as the  
w hite owners fo r the  e n tir e  H ill  pa rish  ware 71 per oent o f th e  to ta l  
and fo r  the D elta p a rish  33 per eent in  1940* This i s  shown In  Table II*
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TABLE I I
FESC8 ITA6 S TESURK DISTRIBUTION OF ALL FAIM OPERATORS 
I I  ST* HELENA AHD TEHSAS, 194Q1
At m . T otal nuaber 
of
o p e ra to rs
Owners— 
p a r t  and 
f u l l
Tenants and 
croppers
Managers
St* Helena 
Tensas
S t .  Hols*» 
Tensas
833
602
876
1769
White
70.9
32.7
Hegro
44*3
9.0
28*7
63.6
53*7
90.9
0 .4
3 .7
0*1
W « o  o f the Census* S ix teen th  Census of th e  United S tates*  1940* 
A g ricu ltu re . Louisiana (Washingtont Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 194 l), 
P arish  Table I I ,  pp. 25-27•
22
TABLE 111
OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF KOH-FAB& HEADS BY AREA AND RACE
Oooupation H ill  H il l  D elta  D elta
White Hegro White Hegro
Humber eases 29 2 15 21
n o se  owning Tam landt
P ro fess io n a l 1 — 1
P ro p r ie to r , manager,
o r o f f i c i a l  5 S 2
C lerk , s k i l le d  and
sem i-sk illed  workers 5 — 2
These owning no farm landt
P ro fess iona l 2 — 2 3
P ro p rie to r , manager, or
o f f i c i a l  1 1 S
C lerk 1 — — 2
S k ille d  sad sem i-sk illed  1 — 3 4
Unskilled 7 1 1  5
A ll o th ers  inelud ing  n e t
repo rted  6  1 2  —
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to m  (th e  county M at) in d ica tin g  th a t  Negroes in  th a t  a rea  are  alm ost 
wholly a g r io u l tu ra l• In  the  D elta  chare considerab ly  more Negroes 
limed in  te e n  they  meet freq u en tly  worked ae farm laborers*  and th e  
f a e t  e f  town residence  a c tu a lly  did not make much d iffe re n c e  In  occu­
p a tio n a l s ta tu s  to  most o f  them*
B irth  Plaoe o f  Beads
I t  seems th e t  th e  place where e a r ly  childhood i s  spent o ften  
leaves an in d e l ib le  stamp upon people* and i t  i s  assumed hare  th a t  i t  
m ates seme d i f f e r s  see in  farm  p ra c tic e s , c u ltu ra l  tra d itio n s *  in te re s t^  
race  a tt i tu d e s*  a t t i tu d e s  toward farm ownership and perhaps a f fe c ts  th e  
a b i l i ty  t o  become ad ju sted  e i th e r  in  the  B i l l s  or the Delta* The loca­
t io n  o f b i r th  p lace by p a rish  o r s ta te  w il l  be noted f i r s t*
An exam ination of fa b le  IV w il l  rev e a l s tr ik in g  a re a  d iffe ren c e s  
f o r  w hites and ju s t  a s  Im portant r a c ia l  d iffe ren c e s  w ith in  the D elta 
area* H ill  w hites in  71 per cent of th e  eases were bora in  th e  p a rish  
e f  residence  while t h i s  was tru e  o f only 4*2 p er oent of the  D elta 
ah i t s  s .  When only farm ers a re  considered th e re  i s  an even g re a te r  con­
t r a s t  between the  two areas* Hone o f th e  white farm ers o th e r than 
owners were born in  the D elta parish*  iriiile in  the H ill a rea  85 per 
cen t of the re n te rs  were born in  th e  pe rish  of residence* Residence 
d iffe ren ces  a re  s im ila r  in  th e  two areas fo r  Negroes of a l l  farm ten u re  
classes*  though a  s l ig h t ly  h igher peroentage of the H ill  farm ers were 
born In  the parish* The only s ig n if ic a n t  tenure  c la ss  d iffe ren ce  was 
th a t  shown by croppers and laborers*  considerab ly  le s s  of whom in  both 
a reas  were born in  the p a rish  of residence* The hitfi r e s id e n tia l
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S ta b il i ty  o f  tb s  farm Hegro i s  found in  both a rose , and in  each case 
sad l a  every ten u re  o ls s s  th e  par sent bom  in  the  p a rish  Is  h igher 
than  th a t  o f  the w h ites . A ll o f the H ill  Hegro owners and re n te rs
were bora in  the p a r is h . The r a c ia l  d iffe ren c e  i s  pronounced bu t not
g re a t in  the H ills*  while in  the  D elta i t  i s  extreme* In  the l a t t e r  
a rea  th ese  Hegro farm ers born in  the  a rea  ranged from 65 per oent fo r
croppers and lab o re rs  to  93 per oent fo r  owners* In  the case o f th e
w hites only 5*3 per oent o f th e  owners end none of th e  croppers and 
lab o re rs  wore bora in  the p a rish  of residence* An in te re s tin g  fo o t in  
the  D elta da ta  is  th a t  non-farm heads a re  alm ost four tim es as l ik e ly  
as farm heads to  hare  been born in  the p a rish  of residence} however* 
th i s  conclusion must be discounted because o f the small number of oases 
upon which i t  i s  based.
Those no t bora in  the  p a rish  o f residence had come p rim arily  from 
o th er p a r ts  of the s ta te *  from M iss issipp i and in  the  case o f D elta 
s h i te  farm heads* from Arkansas* D elta  whites* farm and non-fam * had 
eeme from o th er s ta te s  more often  than  any o th e r major group o f e i th e r  
area* and more s ta te s  o f b i r th  were rep resen ted  among them* Taking a l l  
D elta  w hites together*  the  most frequent s ta te  of b ir th  was Arkansas* 
the next M iss iss ip p i, and Louisiana was th ird *  Hone o f  -the farm re n te rs  
and only two croppers and lab o re rs  were born in  Louisiana* The Delta 
w hite owners* however* were born in  Louisiana most o ften  w ith M ississipp i 
a  c lo se  second* Through In fe rn a l in terv iew s i t  was learned  th a t  frequen tly  
th ese  owners had ecsse from o th er p la n ta tio n s  ju s t  aoross th e  r iv e r  in  the 
D elta  o f M ississipp i*  P ra c tic a lly  a l l  the  Hegro farm owners of the  Delta
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n i t  bo ra  in  theft parish* while almost o n e -f if th  of the re n te rs  and 
o f  th e  wrapper* and lab o re rs  aero  born in  M ississipp i*
Length of Residence 
Length of residonoo may be taken  as a s ig n if ic a n t  index of m obility* 
end freq u en tly  high m ob ility  is  aesoo ia ted  w ith  poor economic and so c ia l 
adjustm ent o f in d iv id u a ls  and a  low le v e l  of in s t i tu t io n a l  e ffic iency*  
Length of residonoo d a ta  a re  given in  Table V*
Hera again* we f in d  th a t the  Hegroes have much longer residonoo 
than  whites* The d iffe ren c e  i s  pronounced in  th e  H ill  area* and in  th e  
D elta  i t  i s  very great* Negroes d i f f e r  very l i t t l e  in  the two areas* 
though th e re  is  considerab le  v a r ia tio n  among tenure  c lasses*  Owners 
show the h i p e s t  per c a s t of l ife tim e  residence among farm tenure  groups 
I s  both areas*  th e  only exemption being th e  s l ig h t ly  h igher p er cent of 
life tim e  re s id e n ts  among H ill  w hite ren te rs*  The outstanding departu re  
from th e  general p le tu re  Is  th a t  given by the D elta w h ites , in  which 
group only 5*5 per eent of th e  farm owners were life tim e  residen ts*
The corresponding p er cen ts  fo r  o ther farm owners were 93*2 fo r  D elta  
Hegroes* 91*2 fo r  H ill  Hegroes and 62*3 fo r G ill  whites* Hone o f  the  
D elta  white ren ters*  croppers or lab o re rs  were l i f e t im e  residen ts*
H il l  Hegro re n te rs  showed p ra c t ic a l ly  the  same p roportion  o f l i f e  r e s i ­
den ts as the owners* end th e  croppers and lab o re rs  were about 1 0  p o in ts  
lower* The non-farm people had the sh o r te s t  period  o f  residence among 
th e  H il l  Hegroes* while in  th e  case o f D elta Hegroes* th e  non-farm 
r a te  was very s im ila r to  the  farm*
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Leaving l ife tim e  r e s id e n ts ,  we f in d  a  few people born In  the 
p e rish es  had liv e d  elsewhere a  number of years and then returned* This 
had happened fo r  H i l l  w hites more th an  fo r  any o ther group, and th i s  
seems o o n sis te n t w ith  th e  f a s t  th a t  they  had worked out o f  a g r ic u ltu re  
mere them was tru e  of o th er groups • Lumbering had claimed some time of 
a  g re a t M ay H il l  w hite sad Hegro farm ers, whioh o ften  took them to  ad­
jo in in g  parishes*  D elta  r e s id e n ts , white sad Hegro, appear not to  mows 
away and osms bask a f t e r  being born there*  The only excep tion  in  th e
95 eases of w h ites , i s  th a t  o f a  non-farm head. One Negro re n te r  in  17
e a se s , a id  one out o f 26 croppers and lab o re rs  had moved away and re ­
turned* S ix ty -s ix  p er oent of the white croppers and lab o re rs  of the 
D elta  had been th e re  only  one to  f iv e  y e a rs , 21 per oent s ix  to  n in e , 
1 2 * 8  per eent te n  to  n ineteen  y e a rs , end none had been th e re  longer*
Residence H istory
I t  is  believed  th a t  o r ig in  o f in d iv id u a ls , including  changes in  
type o f res id en ee , as from H ill  fam ily farm to  a p la n ta tio n  in  th e  
D e lta , er from ru ra l  non-fann in  th e  H ills  to  a D elta p la n ta tio n  w ill 
a id  in  sa understanding of the degree of adjustm ent and the  in te r -o la s s  
c o n f l ic t  when i t  is  found in  a p a r t ic u la r  area* The type o f  b ir th  p laee
and residenee  h is to ry  of heads of households fo r  th e  four major groups
in  the  sample are  given in  Table VI*
I t  should be remembered th a t a t  the time o f the  in te rv iew s, most 
o f  the  people of the H ill a rea  were liv in g  on sing le  fam ily  farm s, and 
most of those in  the D elta  a rea  were liv in g  on p lan ta tions*  P ra c tic a lly  
a l l  the e th e rs  liv e d  in  the  small ru ra l town in  one of the two areas 
covered in  th e  study*
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TABLE VI
TYFB OP BIRTHPLACE AND RESIDENCE HISTORY OP HEADS, BY AREA 
AND RACSs PERCENTAGE DISYRIB0TION
B irthp lace
P resen t residenee 
H ills  D elta
White Negro White Negro
fa b e r  eases 104
Rural non-farm 6*7
P la n ta tio n , h i l l s  5*8
P la n ta tio n , d e lta
F a i l y  Yam, h i l l s  54*8
F a i l y  Yam, d e lta  —
P la n ta tlo n , d e l ta ,  to  ru ra l
son-Yam 1 *0
P a l l y  Yam, h i l l s ,  to
ru ra l  non-fam  14,4
P a l l y  Yana, h i l l s ,  to  
p la n ta tio n , d e lta
Rural non-Yana to  p lan ta ­
t io n ;  or fam ily  Yarn, 
h i l l s  or d e l ta  4 .8
A ll e th e r ,  in s  lading unknown 12*5
67
23.9
70.1
5 .0
5 .0
95
3 .2
13.7
2 .1
2.1
37.9
12.6
28.4
79
21.5
57.0
7.6
2.5
11.4
30
Area and race d iffe re n c e s  are immediately apparen t. Sixty-nin© 
per een t «f the  H il l  w hites ware born on fam ily  farms In  th e  H ills* 
F if ty - f iv e  per eent were s t i l l  th e re ,  and 14 per oent were now ru ra l  
mctt-faxm* A ll bu t four of the 67 H il l  Hegroes were born on p la n ta tio n s  
o r  fam ily f a r e s  in  th e  H i l ls ,  24 per cen t in  the  former and 70 per oent 
in  th e  l a t t e r ,  and they  had not changed type of residenee* This means 
th a t  very  l i t t l e  n ece ss ity  fo r  so c ia l adjustment due to  change of en­
vironment has been necessary fo r  th ese  H ill  people, white and Negro*
In  the  D elta  the  Negroes showed s im ila r  s ta b i l i ty  of res id en ee , only 
2*5 p e r eent rep o rtin g  changes. Almost th r e e - f i f th s  were born on 
D elta  p la n ta tio n s  which was the p resen t type of res idence , and 21*5 
p e r een t she were now ru ra l  non-farm re s id e n ts  had always been such.
A conspicuous f e e t  was th a t  none had been born In  the  H ills  o r reported  
ev er to  have liv e d  in  th e  H ills*  In the oase o f D elta w hites, the
fam ily  farm in  the H il ls  was the most freq u en tly  reported  b ir th p la c e ,
2olaim ing 38 per eent o f 95 oases* Host of the o th srs  who rep o rted
gave the D elta  p la n ta tio n  or non-fazm as previous residence*
The incidence of m igra tion  of w hites from fam ily farms in  the
H U ls to  D elta  p la n ta tio n s  has been noted in  a  number o f  oases* I t  was
*
stu d ied  in te n s iv e ly  in  one ward of Tensas p a rish  by H itt*  Percy g ives
TJore than a fo u rth  of the  D elta w hites did not r e p o r t  t h i s  in -  
fo ra a tlo n  in  usab le  form, so i t  i s  believed th a t  the p roportion  from 
th e  H il ls  i s  even g rea ter*
*3omer L* H i t t ,  "Recent M igration in to  and w ith in  the  Upper Mis­
s is s ip p i  D elta  of Louisiana1* (Unpublished Ph« D* d is s e r ta t io n .  Dept* 
of Sociology, Harvard U n iv e rs ity , 1941), pp* 185-186*
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to m  of th e  p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l  Im p lica tio n s of th i s  f a i r l y  recen t
A
m igra tion  to  th e  Delta*
In  the d e ta ile d  d a ta , which i s  no t given here  l a  ta b u la r  form, 
some in te re s tin g  v a r ia tio n s  among ten u re  c la sse s  were noted , e sp e c ia lly  
fo r  D e lta  w hites* O n e-fifth  of the farm owners had come from fam ily 
farm s in  th e  H i l ls ,  w hile mere than  th r e e - f i f th s  of th e  croppers and 
la b o re rs  had come from fam ily  fam e  in  the H ills  to  the Delta* The 
s ig n if ic an c e  of th ese  ten u re  d iffe ren c e s  l i e s  in  th e  fa o t th a t  th e re  
was fo r  the r e n te r s ,  croppers and lab o re rs  an obvious reduction  in  
tenu re  s ta tu s ,  since on H i l l  fam ily farms they  most freq u en tly  were 
emasre*
For D elta  Hegro fan n e rs , v a r ia tio n s  were not g re a t ,  most o f  them 
i n  a l l  tenure  c la s s e s  having always liv e d  on p la n ta tio n s  in  the  a rea  of 
p re sen t residence* The d a ta  showed, however, th a t  Hegro owners were 
considerab ly  le s s  l ik e ly  to  have come from p la n ta tio n s  than were re n te rs  
and croppers*
In  the  ease of B i l l  Hegroes, more then f o u r - f i f th s  o f the owners 
a d  f o u r - f i f th s  of th e  re n te rs  were born on fam ily farms and reported  no 
change, w hile about 73 pe r cent of the  croppers and lab o re rs  were bom 
on and new were liv in g  on p lan ta tio n s  In  th e  H ills*  A few H ill  p lan­
ta t io n  Hegroes had become owners of fam ily farms w ith in  the same p a rish , 
and a  s l ig h t ly  g re a te r  p ropo rtion  were now re n te rs , but the v a s t m ajority
g
continued as croppers and lab o re rs  on the  p la n ta tio n .
~ ' ^Willie® Alexander Percy, op* c l t *, pp# 20-21*
®It should be remembered, $u>wever, th a t  the H ill p la n ta tio n  Is  not 
very  common in  the p a rish  today and is  s te a d ily  decreasing r e la t iv e  to  
fam ily farms*
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The A g ricu ltu ra l Ladder
S tudents i n  the f i e ld s  of so o ia l science h a b itu a lly  assume th a t  
f a ra  tenure  o la sse s  rep resen t a h ie ra rch y , whose s t r a t a  a re  based 
upon Talus a sso c ia tio n s*  They have fu r th e r  assumed th a t  on th is  v e r t i -  
o a l  socle* owners belong a t  the top* re n te rs  next* croppers in  th e  th i r d  
p o s it io n  and lab o re rs  a t  th e  bottom* I t  must be pointed ou t th a t  the 
frequency o f in terchange o f  p o s itio n s  between th a t  o f cropper and lab o re r 
and the eery  s im ila r  economic and so c ia l  positions*  as revealed  by ma­
t e r i a l  le v e l  of liv in g  and by th e  opinions o f non-farm people in  the 
a re a s  studied* make i t  very  doubtful th a t  th e re  i s  any reason for d i f ­
f e r e n t !  a t  ing on the v e r t i c a l  scale  between them* As a m atter of f a e t  
th e re  is  d e f in i te  evidence th a t  some' types of sem i-sk illed  fans lab o re rs  
occupy economic p o s itio n s  th a t  a re  f u l ly  as high as th a t  of ren te rs*  
T racto r d r iv e rs  may be m entioned88 mi example • The most outspoken c r i t i c  
o f  the p ra c tic e  of c la ss ify in g  croppers as ten an ts  in s tea d  of designating
g
them as a  type of lab o re r i s  Smith* In  the  l a t t e r  reference  c ited*
S n ith  has very c le a r ly  in d ica ted  the f a ls e  im pressions given those who 
th in k  th a t  the census p ic tu re  of a  decrease in  tenancy in  Louisiana 
means an improvement in  s ta tu s*  He p o in ts  out th a t  a pronounced de­
c rease  or increase  in  tenancy fo r  a p a rish  may be e ffe c te d  when one o r 
two c o tto n  p la n te rs  r e - c la s s i fy  th e i r  croppers or laborers*^  Because of
®T* Lynn Smith* The Sooiology of Rural L ife  (Mew Yorki Harper and 
Bros** 1940}* pp* 265-272~ See alsoTby the same author* "The S ig n if i­
cance of Reported Trends in  Louisiana A gricu ltu re*R The Southwestern 
S o c ia l Science Quarterly* XXII (December* 1941}* 233-241•
^Smith, ibid** pp. 238-240*
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th t foregoing fa o is , In th is  study croppers and laborers are grouped
together, and oar tabular data w ill hot  reveal the exchangee between
6
these too categories*
As akam  In Table YU, B ill white owners had changed tenure status 
le s s  than any other white farm group* Ae pointed out before, they had 
been bora on fan ily  fam e, almost always in the same parish* Table VII 
reveals a lso  that the fathers o f these farm owners were also owners in  
85 per eent o f the 6? eases* One fourth of them, however, had come up 
from the renter group and 6*6 per cent had made the two steps from 
cropper or laborer status* White ranters in  th is same area had shown 
somewhat higher m obility on the agricultural ladder* While one-third 
reported no change, another third had moved up from the cropper and 
laborer po sit ion , one-sixth had lo st ownership, and another sixth  were 
not accounted for*
Tbs hegroes clearly showed more progress than whites up the ladder* 
This was most pronounced for B ill Hegroes, but the Delta Negroes ranked 
next* In the w ills  only three Negro farmers had lo s t tenure status, 
while almost three -f ourths o f the owners and 55 per cent o f the renters 
had gained status* The gains made were pronounced, as over one-fifth  
of the owners had risen from the nudes o f croppers and laborers, and 
53 per cent o f them had been renters* Only the croppers and laborers 
bad lo s t  tenure statu s, in  the ease of which three out o f eleven eases 
had been renters before.
I-----------------
fo r  a sound basis o f tenure class IfIcation of farmers in  Louisiana, see 
Ralph J* Ramsey and Harold Hoff sooner, Farm Tenancy in  Louisiana. Bureau 
o f Agricultural Economics In cooperation with the Louisiana Agri. Exper* 
Sta* (Washington; U8DA, BAB, 1941), 2-ID.
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Among D elta  H | m «  62 per oent o f th e  om »rs had made g a la s , 12 
p e r cen t from m t s r i *  In  the  oeee o f  r e n te r s ,  47 p e r oent had r is e n  
from mong the  eroppers and labors re  and th e  r e s t  had made no change. 
K e re n  pe r sen t of the  eroppers and lab o re rs  had ones enjoyed re n te r  
s t a t e s ,  one o f  the  26 haring  gained and then lo s t  th is  position*
As In  e th e r  phenomena, th e  D elta  w hites showed g re a te s t  v a r ia ­
b i l i t y  and h ig h er m o b ility , and in  t h i s  case o f the a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder, 
the  movement was most o ften  down* Only 6  per oent o f 80 oases repo rted  
d e f in i te  gains in  tenure  s ta tu s ,  25 per se n t repo rted  no change, end 
96 p er oent had lo s t  tenure s ta tu s*  G rea tes t lo s s  was shown by r e n te r s ,  
96 p e r oent of whom had form erly owned, bu t 14*9 per cen t o f  the eroppers 
sad la b o re rs  had been reduced from th e  s ta tu s  of owners* Supplementary 
inform ation  in d ic a te s  th a t  th ese  people had owned fam ily farms in  th e  
H i l ls  of Arkansas, M iss is s ip p i, L ouisiana, and a few in  o ther s t a te s ,  
and f o r  v a rio u s  economic reasons had eome to  the  D elta where they  had 
no t been ab le  to  purchase land*
Table T i l l ,  which gives the  occupation and tenure  of the  fa th e rs  
o f  th ese  farm heads, throws fu r th e r  l ig h t  on th e  S h iftin g  o f p o s it io n s . 
B anters were much more freq u en tly  the  sons o f owners than they  were of 
r e n te r s ,  t h i s  being repo rted  in  91 per cent of the  eases* In  the  case 
o f  th e  H il l  Vegroes 74 per oent of th e  owners, 20 per cent of the 
ran to rs  mad h a lf  o f  the croppers and lab o re rs  were sons o f owners*
This makes i t  seem th a t  th e  present generation  were le s s  o ften  owners 
than  th e i r  fa th e rs*  Banters gave the s ta tu e  of th e i r  fa th e rs  as equal 
o r h ig h er in  a l l  cases than  th e i r  own*
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p r tn s fc td  a  unique p ic tu re*  Only one o f  18 owners 
gave a  lower ten u re  s ta tu e  fo r h is  fa th e r*  In  th a t  ease* the  fa th e r  
was a  r a t e r *  H alf wax* owners* 28 p e r  c e n t were p la n ta tio n  owners or 
managers* and the e th e rs  were nom-fara* Of the  ren te rs*  81*8 per oent 
rep o rted  fa th e r s  to  have been owners* and SI p er sen t ren te rs*  The few 
e th e rs  were non-fern* Of the 41 eroppers and laborers*  fa th e rs  had been 
o f  the  ease s ta tu s  in  only 7*7 per oent o f the  oases* The o th e rs  appeared 
to  hare  enjoyed h igher tenu re  s ta tu s  than  fa th e rs  o f the  ren te rs*  T h ir ty f  
two p e r sen t had bean owners and 49 p e r oent ren te rs*
I t  i s  in te re s t in g  t o  note t h a t  the  mon-fara groups never rep o rted  
th e i r  f a th e r s  as eroppers o r  lab o re rs  and alm ost never as ren te rs*  The 
D e lta  aoae-fam Negroes are  an exception* in  which ease f iv e  out o f n ine 
sa id  th e i r  f a th e r s  bad bean ren te rs*  Since in  th e  non-fans groups from 
22 p e r  cent o f the D elta Negroes to  5*2 p e r oent of th e  H ill  w hites gave 
t h e i r  f a th e r s 9 tenu re  a s  farm owner* i t  In d ica te s  th a t  th e  sons o f owners 
leave fa m in g  to  a  g re a te r  ex ten t than those  of o ther ten u re  groups*
In  n e s t  eases the  H ill  w hites and Negros a and the D elta Negroes 
were born  in  the s ta te  and p a rish  of residence* w hile only a few of the  
D elta  w hites were* This was tru e  of farm and non-farm w ith  minor v a ria ­
tio n s*  except in  case of D elta  whites* in  which non-farm heads had been 
born in  the  p a riah  much more o ften  th an  fan s heads* In  the H ills* osners 
end re n te rs  were bora  in  the  p a rish  o f residence a b i t  more freq u en tly  
th a n  the  eroppers and laborers*  Negroes were born in  the p a rish  of 
residence  more o ften  than  w hites in  th e  H ills  and much more freq u en tly  
than  w hites in  tb s Delta* This ru le  held  for a l l  tenure  c lasses*
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M iss iss ip p i and Arkansas w ert th s  s ta te s  o f  b i r th  of mors D elta  
w h ites th an  was Louisiana* Owners were th e  on ly  D elta  ufoite tenure  
group horn most o ften  in  the s ta te  of res id en ce .
In  length  o f residence  Negroes again exceeded w h ites . The d i f ­
ference  was pronounced in  the H ills  end extreme in  th e  Delta* H ill  
w hites in  a l l  tenu re  c la s se s  shewed longer residence than D elta w h ites , 
only a  l i t t l e  over f iv e  per oent of whom were l i f e  res id en ts*  Hone of 
th s D elta  w hits r e n te r s ,  eroppers or la b o re rs  were life tim e  residen ts*  
Tenure c la s s  d iffe re n c e s  were s l ig h t  among Negroes. In  the  H il ls  both 
w hites and Negroes in  a few oases had l e f t  the area  and returned* D elta  
r e s id e n ts ,  white and Negro who are  bora in  th e  D elta , appear not to  
move away and re tu rn*
H ill  Vegroes and w hites were born g en era lly  on H ill  fam ily farm s, 
though most of th e  Begre croppers and lab o re rs  were born on p lan ta tio n s  
in  1dm parish*  In  the  D elta  the Negroes were born on the D elta  p lan ta ­
t io n s ,  except fo r  a few n o n -fa ra , while th e  farm w hites gave the H il l  
fam ily  fa ra  as th e  type of b ir th p lac e  in  most oases* D elta  white owners 
were born In  the H ills  l e a s t  freq u en tly  among tenure  e lasses*
More Negroes than w hites in  the sample o f farm ers had olimbed the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder* In  the  H il ls  th is  may be explained by the f a c t  
th a t  they more o ften  were born o f paren ts whose tenure s ta tu s  was below 
th a t  of owners* In  the  D elta more of the w hites were m igrants from B ill  
fam ily f a m e  where they were most o ften  owners, while in  the new loca­
t io n  they  were re n te rs ,  eroppers and laborers*
Leas Negroes had lo s t  a h igher p o s itio n  on the lad d er, t h i s  being 
tru e  in  both a re a s  and perhaps being again  p a r t ia l ly  accounted fo r  by
th e  f t o t  th a t  they  i t r i  more o f te n  bom  in  a tenure o la ss  somewhat 
lower then  th a t  of w hites* G rea tes t lo ss  of s ta in s  Izl both a reas 
seem ed to  be th a t  su ffe red  by w hites who had form erly  been owners, 
being muoh g re a te r  fo r th e se  o f the  D elta .
CHAPTER I I I  
POPULATION AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS
1 a  order th a t  seme of t h e  d iffe ren ces  In  th e  gens r a l  fe a tu re s  o f 
th e  populations of th e  te e  a re a s  may he seen , 1940 census d a ta  are  used 
to  p resen t t o ta l  and ru ra l-fa rm  populations and the sex, raoe and na­
t i v i t y  com position of the  te c  p a rish es  from which samples se re  taken . 
These data  a re  p resen ted  in  Table IX.
The population  of th s  B i l l  p a r ish , S t .  Helena, i s  80*9 per oent male 
and 49*1 per cent fem ale, c h i le  th a t  of the D elta  pa rish  i s  49*8 per s e a t  
male and 50*2 p er eas t female* The corresponding sex r a t io s  are  103*6 
and 99.3 fo r the H il l  and Delta p a rish es resp ec tiv e ly *  Since the sex 
r a t io  fo r  the ru ra l  popu lation  o f  the  ^ e n tire  n a tio n , of L ouisiana, and 
p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t  of the  farm popu la tion , i s  much g rea te r  than  1 0 0 ,  and 
s iaee  these  p a rish es  have such high proportions o f farm people, the  
r e la t iv e ly  low sex  r a t io s  o f these  two parish es must be considered ex­
cep tional*  I t  suggests th a t  the  eooaomio o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r men are 
poor, or t h a t  the  r a te  of departu re  of females i s  no t so g re a t as i s  
u su a lly  expected* There i s  ano ther f a c to r ,  described  l a t e r  in  the 
ch ap ter, th a t  a p p lie s  to  th e  Deltas So many of the white people there  
a re  immigrants from o th er s t a te s ,  and Immigrants to  farm a reas  u sua lly  
con ta in  so re  males than  females* Apparently then , the ra te  of departure 
of males is  high* Statem ents of inform ers in d ica ted  th a t t h i s  was e s­
p e c ia lly  tru e  fo r high school g raduates in  Tensas, and fo r  male youth 
gen era lly  in  S t. Helena* I t  must be remembered, to o , th a t  any migrant
40
ta
bl
e 
ix
Sf
iX
, 
BA
OB
, 
NA
TI
VI
TT
, 
AM
D 
RU
SA
L*
FA
Rt
f 
PO
PU
LA
TI
ON
 O
F 
TH
E 
TW
O 
PA
RI
SH
BS
i 
19
40
$
PB
RC
BM
TA
Of
i 
DI
ST
RI
BU
TI
ON
1 RA
CE
8S
X 
 
W
HI
TS
Fa
rt
ah
T
ot
al
 p
op
ul
a­
H
al
e
Fe
m
al
e
T
ot
al
N
at
iv
e
Fo
re
ig
n 
bo
ra
N
eg
ro
O
th
er
R
tu
ra
l
ti
on
ra
oe
a
fa
rm
St
* 
H
el
en
a
9,
54
8
50
.9
49
.1
47
.1
99
*8
0
.2
62
.9
86
.4
Te
ns
as
15
,9
40
49
.S
60
.2
29
.7
98
.5
1.
4
70
.2
•0
3
78
.0
^B
ur
ea
u 
of
 t
he
 C
en
su
s,
 S
ix
te
en
th
 C
on
su
l 
of
 t
he
 U
ni
te
d 
S
ta
te
n 
19
40
. 
S
er
ie
s 
F-
»7
, 
Mo
* 
31
, 
p.
 2
*
s
42
to  an urban a re a  must leave e i th e r  St* Helena or Tons as*
Bath p a r i  sh a t have mar# Negroes than  w h ites . In  th e  H ill  p a rish  
62*9 par cen t a re  Begro and in  th s  D elta  70*1 p er cant* The exoass of 
feg roes decreased s l ig h t ly  and s im ila r ly  f o r  both a reas in  th e  th i r t i e s *  
Foreign-horn are alm ost n o n -ex is ten t in  th e  H i l l s , th e re  being only 
seven, and the  D elta  p a rish  had only  6 8  or 1*4 per cen t of i t s  white 
population*
A ll people in  both p a rish es  are c la s s i f i e d  as ru ra l  and most of 
them a re  n s ra l farm* In th e  H il l  p a r ish  86*4 p e r oent and in  the D elta 
78.0 per eee t mars ru ra l  fan s people in  1940* There i s  only one inco r­
porated  town in  St* Helena, th e  county s e a t ,  and i t s  popu lation  in  1940 
mas le s s  than  40Q* There a re  th re e  incorporated  p laces in  Tensas, each 
somewhat la rg e r  than th a t  of the H ill  p a rish , but s t i l l  eaoh o f the th ree  
i s  considerably  le s s  than  1800*
Ages o f Members of Households
Ages of p a ren ts  and of o th er members of households w il l  be given 
in ' t h i s  section*  I t  is  believed  th a t  the  r e la t iv e  ages of the fam  
heads in  various tenure c la sse s  o ften  serve as a  valuable index to  the  
progress th a t  has been or may be made on th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder* Then 
to o , the ages of boys and g i r l s  living with parent a are a f a i r  measure 
of the  s t a b i l i ty  o f fam ily membership*
Table X gives the age d is tr ib u t io n  of male heads of households by 
a re a , race and tenu re  o la s s , and a lso  fo r  the non-farm , by te n  year 
periods* D elta  w hites appear to  be the  youngest of the four p r in c ip a l
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groups of hoods l a  th s  sample• A white eropper of th a t  a rea  I s  the  
only  male head whose age i s  under 20 years* H ill  Negroes come nest# 
follow ed by D elta  Negroes whloh leaves the H il l  w hites as the  o ld e s t 
grox^u D ifferences are i r r e g u la r  and sometimes sm all, but unmistakable* 
Sinee the  H i l l  farm ers who oonatit u te  73*6 p er oent of H il l  w hites a re  
predom inantly owners* i t  i s  ne t su rp ris in g  th a t  they  are older* Cas­
par lag tenu re  o la s  see* one fin d s these  owners to  be somewhat o ld e r than  
o th e r H ill  whites* The tim e i t  takes to  become an owner oould be p a r t  
of th e  explanation* but i f  owners a re  more s ta b le  in  residence  and oo- 
eupatdon* th e  same e f fe o t  on age oould re su lt*  Among the D elta whites# 
mentioned above as th e  youngest group, i t  i s  in te re s tin g  to  no te  th a t  
th e re  i s  not an owner among th e  e igh teen  oases who i s  under 30 end only 
two are  under 40* Seventy-two per oent o f them are  from 50 to  69 years 
o f age* In  f a s t  e f  a l l  fo u r owner groups in  Table X, D elta  Negroes a re  
the  only  ones as o ld  as the D elta  whites* This< emphasises the age d if ­
fe ren ces among tenu re  groups where tenancy and th e  p la n ta tio n  are  m ajor 
p a r ts  of th e  dosimant pattern*
In  the extreme ages* 70 and over, rep re se n ta tiv e s  among the farm ers 
a re  a l l  owners* end only in  the oaee of D elta  w hites i s  th e re  a t o t a l  
absence of owners in  th i s  age group* I t  appears then th a t  very young 
and veiy e ld  men a re  absent among D elta white owners* and very o ld  are  
absesfc in  a l l  th e  tenure  groups of th a t  area* The conspicuous number 
o f widows among the owners in  the D elta in d ic a te s  e a r ly  deaths among 
the male farm owners* Retirement and change from farm to non-farm 
residence  i n  l a t e r  years a re  suspected as fu r th e r  causes of th is  absenee*
45
S ia m  w hit* owners are  more freq u en tly  n a tiv e s  o f the  Delta* and 
o th e r w hite tenu re  groups are almost in v a r ia b ly  m igrants from H ill  
areas* th i s  age differenow  by ten u re  may be viewed as one of the funds* 
mental d iffe ren c e s  between n a tiv e s  and m igran ts in  th e  Delta* This 
agrees s u b s ta n tia l ly  w ith  the  f in d in g  of H it t  in  h is  study of m ig ra tion  
in  th e  D elta ,*  and a le e  w ith th a t  o f f a i th .*
Age o f  wives and o f female heads a re  given in  fab le  XI* As one 
would lo g ic a l ly  expect* th e  area* race* and tenu re  d iffe re n c e s  cor­
respond c lo se ly  to  those fo r  males* Some sp e c ia l fa c ts  a re  observable* 
however* The lab o re rs  and croppers have a monopoly on those  under 20 
y e a rs  o f  age* even -though th i s  age group i s  rep resen ted  in  th re e  o f the  
fou r m ajor ca tegories*  The exception is  th a t  of th e  H ill  w h ites , in  
which group, i t  was noted above* the males were p rim arily  owners and 
r e la t iv e ly  advanced in  age* In  the two age groups above 59* no t one 
o f  the  eroppers o r lab o re rs  in  the t o ta l  sample i s  found* which lends 
fu r th e r  weight to  the theo ry  th a t  m igrants to  a new farm a re a , par­
t i c u la r ly  n o ticeab le  in  the Delta* and almost always lower in  tenure 
s ta tu s  than owners* a re  r e la t iv e ly  younger than  natives#
Sons o f leg ro es l iv in g  with p a ren ts  are younger* as seen In  
Table XII* than  th ese  o f whites* Those tinder te n  years o f age make 
up 47 per eerib of the sons of H ill  Negroes* 58*5 p e r oent fo r  D elta 
w hites and 33*5 per oent fo r  H ill  w h ites . When we tu rn  to  sons above 
tw enty-five* we fin d  none liv in g  w ith  Negro paren ts except in  th e  ease 
o f one D elta non-farm family*
^Homer t 7  H itt*  op* s it* *  Table 47* p . 223*
2T- Lynn fa ith *  “C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  M igran ts,"  The Southwestern 
S ocia l Science Quarterly* XXI (tfareh* 1941), 542* '
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I t  i s  apparent too* th a t  the  sons of owners are  o ld e r then  those  
o f  o th e r  tenu re  group** I t  is  tru e  fo r bo th  a reas  and raoes end sug­
gest*  th a t  one o f th e  p r in c ip a l  reasons i s  th e  g re a te r  average age of 
paren ts*  Another p o ss ib le  fao tc r i s  the  g re a te r  work opportunity  a f ­
forded a t  hose to  sons of owners* d e l ta  w hite owners have the h ig h es t 
p ro p o rtio n  o f sons above tw enty y ears  o f  age s t i l l  liv in g  with then, 
whleh suggests th a t  the  g re a te r  average acreage together w ith o th e r  ob­
v io u s evidences o f la rg e -so a le  opera tions in  the D elta  by white owners* 
a ffo rd s  g re a te s t  basis employment to  th i s  sp e c if ic  owner group* In  every 
ease exsep t H il l  Negroes* the fam ilie s  o f croppers and lab o re rs  con ta in  
the  low est p ropo rtion  of sens who are 2 0  o r over, which i s  influenced  
by a t  l e a s t  tferee f a c to r s • They have th e  youngest parents* they  a re  
more often  m igrants* and they have l e a s t  a t t r a c t iv e  o p p o rtu n ities  i f  
they  rem ain w ith parents*
The ages of daughters liv in g  w ith  paren ts are in  some resp ec ts  
s im ila r  to  those of sons but are  q u ite  d i f f e re n t  in  others* Table X III 
in d io a te s  th a t  daughters are  le s s  l ik e ly  to  be liv in g  with p aren ts  a f te r  
20 y ears  of age than  was tru e  fo r sons in  Table XII* The only exception 
by raee  or a re a  was th a t  fo r D elta Negroes* where a h igher p ropo rtion  of 
daughters than of sons were twenty years of age* Since fem ales in  the 
Begro farm popu lation  work in  a g r le u ltu re  to  about the same ex ten t as 
m ales in  the Delta* th is  exception i s  not su rp rising*  In th e  H ills  the  
sm all fam ily fe rn s  do not aaploy a d d itio n a l labo r n early  as o ften  as i s  
tru e  of the  D elta  p lan ta tio n s*  Nhite g i r l s  in  th e  H il ls  a ttend  high 
school and co llege  more o fte n  than the Negroes or th e  D elta w hite fans 
g ir ls*  and afterw ards seek non-fam  employment* The D elta white g i r l s
49
ta b u ; x i i i
AGES OF DAUGHTERS UVIHG WITS PARESTSi PgRCBHTAGE DISTRIBUTIOH
Sumber
oases Under 10 10 to  14 15 to  19
2 0  and 
over
m i l  White 94 44.6 22.3 17.0 18.1
O vntrt 5b 40.0 18.2 2 0 .0 2 1 .8
Rooters 15 46.7 2 0 .0 2 0 .0 13.3
Croppers sad lab o re rs 6 50.0 33.3 16.7 m m
Hon-far® 18 55.6 33.3 6 . 6 5.6
H i l l  Begro 95 51.6 2 0 .0 14.7 15.8
O n s rs 50 48.0 18.0 18.0 16.0
R enters 26 53.8 26.9 1 1 * 6 7.6
Croppers and lab o re rs 19 57.9 15.8 10.5 15.8
B on-fara — — m m — —
D elta  Whits 107 40.2 30.8 21.5 7.6
0SBSTS 11 18.2 36.4 36.4 9.1
Renters 15 26.7 26.7 40.0 6.7
c i m 1 lab o re rs 67 50.7 29.8 14.9 4 .5
Vos-f«m 14 21.4 35.7 21.4 21.4
D elta  Begro 41 41.5 19.5 24.4 14.6
Owners 12 33.3 25*0 16.7 25.0
R enters 8 37.5 12*5 25*0 25.0
Croppers end lab o re rs 15 53.3 2 0 .0 2 0 .0 6 .7
Bon-farm 6 33.3 16.7 50.0
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i n  t h t  <m»pp«r and la b o re r  fam ilie s  m any very young end consequently a re  
le e s  o f te n  l iv in g  w ith paren ts*
S ine o f  Resident Family and o f  Household 
S ince e l s e  o f  fam ily  i s  in fluenced  by a  g re a t number o f  f a c to r s ,  
and a s  d a ta  a r e  l i d d s g  f o r  a o s t  f a c to r s ,  no a t te n p t  to  s a t i s f a c to r i ly  
expl a in  d iffe re n c e s  s i l l  be  made* Length o f  m arriage, age o f  p a re n ts , 
number  o f  deceased , economic s ta tu s ,  education , res id en ce  and occupa­
t io n  a l l  mould have t o  be known* D ifferences in  s i s e  by a re a , rac e  and 
t enure  to g e th e r  w ith  th a t  f o r  non-farm a re  p resen ted  In  Table XI?* 
th e r e  l a  rem arkable s im ila r i ty  between farm owner and non-farm 
fa m ilie s , th e s e  two having high percentages o f  very  email fam ilies*
Vhen fa m ilie s  having l e s s  than  fo u r  members a re  grouped, t i l l s  f a c t  I s  
more re a d i ly  seen* Owner g roups, however, vary  a  g re a t d e a l by rac e  
and a re a  In  th e  p roportions o f  vw y  la rg e  fam ilies*  For example, w hile  
among B i l l  w h ite s , r e n te r s  have alm ost tw ice a s  h igh  r a te  o f  fa m ilie s  
w ith  s i x  o r  more masher s  as do owners, and D elta w hite  ow&srs have none 
t h a t  la rg e , Segro owner fam ilie s  have s ix  o r  more members more o f te n  
th an  r e n te r s  l a  th e  R i l l s  end s o r t  o f ten  than re n te rs  o r  croppers and 
la b o re rs  l a  Use Delta* B e tte r  h e a lth  cond itions o f  Regie e w e r  fa m ilie s  
may he lp  to  cause t h i s  la rg e  average s ise*  The h ighest p e r  c en t o f  fam ilie s  
w ith  te n  o r  more mmdaere i s  th a t  o f  H il l  Hegro owners, and i f  we should 
add fa m ilie s  o f  seven, e ig h t and n in e  members, they s t i l l  would have 
th e  h ig h es t r a t e  o f  a l l  groups*
R ural households o fte n  con tain  mashers who a re  no t o f  th s  Immediate 
fam ily  and even u n re la ted  persons. Table XV con ta ins th e  percentages o f  
households, Includ ing  a l l  l iv in g  meebers and o th e rs  r e la te d  o r  u n re la te d ,
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h a v i^  sp e c if ie d  s i t t i *  by a re a , race and tenure c la s s  and th a t  fo r  
non-farm fam ilies*  A ll those shown 1m th e  previous ta b le  ooour again  
in  th i s  one*
D ifferences among the various groups fo llow  much th e  s u d s  p a tte rn  
as was noted above for re s id e n t fam ilies* However, one o r  two s ig n i­
f ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  appear* Whereas H il l  w hite owners had only h a lf  as 
high p ro p o rtio n  of re s id e n t fam ilie s  with s in  or more members as did 
ren te rs*  when to ta l  household i s  considered the  d iffe ren c e  between 
th ese  two groups is  muoh sm aller* Other groups m aintain  the  same o rder 
f o r  re s id e n t fam ily  s i s e ,  b u t the  d iffe ren ces  are often  le s s  pronounced, 
in d ic a tin g  th a t  non-residen t c h ild ren , when counted in  th s fam ily , tend 
to  d is s ip a te  many d iffe ren c e s  in  a lso  w ith in  race  groups p a rtic u la rly *  
H ill  Begroes again  show the  h ighest per cent o f very la rg e  fam ilies*  
Twen ty -four p er sent of the owners, 16 per oent o f  the re n te rs ,  and 27 
p e r cen t o f th e  croppers and lab o re rs  rep o rt households of te n  o r mors 
members* The only non-fam  household w ith  te n  or more members i s  th a t  
of a  B i l l  white* A rem arkable s im ila r i ty  between the H ill  w hites and 
Hegrees in  s i s e  of fam ily  and household i s  observable* D elta  white 
owners continue to  h e ld  th e  p o s itio n  of le a s t  p roportion  of very la rg e  
households, having only one out o f 19 oases with ten  or more members*
Turning t o  1930 census d a ta  fo r fam ily s is e  in  th e  two p a rish es 
s tu d ied , we fin d  th s  median s is e  of th s  ru ra l- fa m  fo r  St* Helena to  be 
4*47, and th a t  fo r  Tensas 3*06* For n a tiv e  w hites the  median is  4*41, 
and fo r  Hegroes 4*64* The corresponding s iz e s  in  Tensas a re  4*32 fo r  
n a tiv e  w hite and 2*81 fo r  Hegroes*9  Thus we see th a t  St* Helena (H ill)
~  *B ur««u_ofthe Cen«u*. F l f t y n th  C ejftam of tha a f t  tod B t^M » 1930. 
Popu la tion , Families* Loulslana (Washington! Gqrvenament rrin ting : o f
1932), Table 20, pp* 23-24*
f w U i e i  a re  la rg e r  than Tensas (D elta) f  ami l i e  6 . But the  most s t r ik ­
ing d iffe re n c e s  are those  of raoe* In  S t ,  Helena the Negro fam ily  i s  
la r g e r  than  the  w h ite , w hile in  Teases the white l a  much la rg e r  th an  
th e  Negro* I t  should be noted to o , from th e  f ig u re s  above, th a t  the  
h ig h e s t median o f  th e  four farm groups i s  th a t  fo r H ill  Negroes, and 
the  low est i s  th a t  fo r  D elta Negroes* This extreme area  d iffe ren c e  
f a r  Negroes must be considered somewhat as a d iffe ren ce  between tenure  
o la s se s , sinoe in  1930, th i r t y  per oent of a l l  Negro farm o p era to rs  in  
St* Helena and only 2*4 per cen t in  Tensas, were owners* Only 20 per 
c en t in  St* Helena were eroppers, while in  Tensas 61 per oent had th a t  
tenu re  s ta tu s .*
Age a t  wfaioh They L eft Home of Parent s
The o b je c t here i s  to  p resen t ages a t  which heads of households, 
s ta tes , sen s, and daughters l e f t  the p a ren ta l roof to  take up residence 
elsew here, whether because of m arriage, employment or o ther reasons* We 
a re  n o t in te re s te d  so much in  the  d iffe ren c e s  between paren ts and o f f ­
sp ring  as in  those among tenure c la sse s  and between races and areas* 
Inadequaey of the  d a ta  fo r  w hites makes i t  necessary to  r e s t r i c t  con­
c lu sio n s p rim a rily  to Negroes*
Table XVI g ives the percentage of male heads of households who 
l e f t  the  p a re n ta l roo f a t  sp e c ified  ages* Twenty to tw enty-four was 
tb e  modal f iv e -y e a r  age period fo r  both areas and raees* S t i l l ,  fo r
*Bureau of the  Census * F if tee n th  Census of the United S ta te s  t 
1930* A g ricu ltu re , Louisiana” F ir s t  S eries (Washington* Government 
f r i s k in g  O ffice , 1931), ta b le  1, pp. 11-15.
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some t e s u n  gyoups t h i s  urns n o t th e  e t n *  A muoh h igher peroentage of
Ik.
H il l  Begro rv s ta ra  hod l o f t  w hile in  the ego period of 26 to £6 * end in  
th e  D olt* tw o -th ird s  «f the  16 non-fera  Begrooo l o f t  parent a a f t e r  they  
were 26 yeera  o f ego. One fou rth  of the  H il l  and 31 per oent o f the  
D elta  n o n -fe re  w hites l e f t  hone Before they wore tw enty, which ind ie  e teo  
th a t  the  r a r e l  non-fam  w hites in  both a reas l e f t  e a r l i e r  than  the farm 
you th . Our data  d e f in i te ly  suggest t h a t  ths Begrooo in  eaoh a re a  l e f t  
hone a t  h ig h er ages than th a t  o f w h ites .
S im ila r d a ta  fo r  the sons o f the  above heads a re  given in  Table 
X7XI. These a re  the sons who were not l iv in g  w ith p aren ts  a t  the tim e 
th e  schedules were taken , and th e  number of eases i s  fo r  most groups 
q u ite  sm all. Compared w ith th e i r  fa th e rs  th s  p ic tu re  for D elta  Hegroee 
shows g re a te s t  d iffe re n c e . Whereas most of th e  fa th e rs  had l e f t  paren ts 
a f t e r  the age o f tw enty, over th r e e - f i f th s  o f the sons l e f t  before twenty, 
and alm ost o n e -th ird  before th e  age of 15. The age period 20 to  £4 was 
the modal period  f o r  non-farm sons as i t  had a lso  been for th e i r  paren ts 
in  th re e  of th e  four major groups. The exception again  was the D elta  
Vegro,  who apparen tly  was leaving  a t  a much e a r l i e r  age than th a t  re ­
po rted  by h is  f a th e r .  Only two of 29 sons who had l e f t  D elta  Negro 
p a ren ts  w aited u n t i l  they were 26 or o ld e r . H ill white fa th e rs  and 
sons shoved very l i t t l e  c o n tra s t  which may be due in  p a r t  to  the lumber 
in d u s try  which a t t r a c te d  many fans youth th ree  decades ago. The H ill 
Segro fa th e r s  and sons showed only a  l i t t l e  more d iffe ren ce  than th a t  
o f w h ites , the sons seeming to  leave somewhat e a r l i e r .
Since g i r l s  marry e a r l i e r  than  men i t  i s  not su rp ris in g  to  fin d
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1a  Table XYXIX th a t  th s  wives and female heads had l e f t  parent*  e a r l ie r  
th«& th e  m «  The modal f iv e -y e a r  age period  fo r them was 15 to  19 
except in  the  caae o f  H i l l  w h ites , fo r whom the d a ta  fo r  55 cases show 
20 to  24 to  be the  modal period* Owner and non-fara  white women had 
l e f t  l a t e r  th an  thoae of o th er H i l l  w hite tenu re  groups*
Bata f a r  daughters l iv in g  away from p aren ts  a re  p resen ted  in  Table 
XXX* I t  appears th a t  they  d i f f e r  more from th e i r  mothers than eons d id  
from th e i r  fa ther**  They leave e a r l ie r  today* and very few w a it u n t i l  
they  a re  tw enty-five*  Work sway from home and th e  g rea te r  lib e ra lism  
g e m rm llj  toward woasa in  industry* h igher education , and in  the  pro­
fessio n s must help t o  aeoount fo r  changes seen in  the farm owner and 
the  r w a l  ns&-farm groups* The ohanges seem only a l i t t l e  le s s  pro- 
Boomed fo r  the  leg ro  g i r l s  who l iv e  in  a  c u ltu ra l  world which has changed 
somewhat le s s  perhaps than  fo r  whites* The number o f  eases in  th e  various 
tenu re  c la s se s  i s  too  sm all to  ju s t i f y  comparison.
Real dense of O ffspring not Living w ith  P a ren ts*
Location of sens and daughters he lps to  measure m ig ra tion  from a 
given community, end type  o f  residence  in d ic a te s  ex ten t of change of 
oooupatien* Sins# the seeking o f  g re a te r  economic opportun ity  has long 
bees accepted as th e  g re a te s t  motive fo r  m ig ra tion , an In d ire c t index 
to  lo c a l economic opportunity  is  made availab le*
Table XX g ives the  residence  d a ta  fo r  sons who are  not l iv in g  w ith  
paren ts*  D istance i s  roughly in d ic a te d  by p o l i t i c a l  location* Here 
again  d a ta  a re  adequate only to  show d iffe ren c e s  between areas and races* 
Sons o f 9111 w hites were l iv in g  in  the same parish  w ith  paren ts in  
only tw o -f if th s  of the  93 eases* This compared w ith t h r e e - f i f th s  fo r  S i l l
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Negroes* l a  the  D e lta , w h ite s , morn freq u en tly  than Negroes, liv e d  
l a  s ib i  p e r is h  w ith p a re n ts , the percentages being 60 sad 40 respec­
t iv e ly  fo r  th e  te e  races*
Few were l iv in g  in  o th e r s ta te s ,  h u t D elta  Negroes showed th is  
tendency wore than any e th e r  group, followed by D elta whites* I t  i s  
n e t su rp r is in g  fo r  th e  l a t t e r  group, since so many D elta  white f  arose r s  
were m igran ts to  the  Louisiana D elta  from o th e r s ta te s*  I t  i s  more 
su rp ris in g  to  fin d  so M ay sons had moved to  the seme p a rish  in  Louisiana 
w ith  t h e i r  paren ts*  This fam ily cohesion must be in te rp re te d  as a oharao- 
t e r l s t i o  o f the H il l  w hite o f Arkansas and H ise is ip p i, sinoe most were 
from these  areas* D elta  Negroes showed the g re a te s t  tendency to  move to  
am ad jo in in g  p a rish  end eomtinue as r u r a l  res id en ts*  Almost one-fourth  
o f the  eeas had dene th is*  These D elta  Negro sons showed the h ighest 
out e f  s t a t e  ru ra l  residence also* T his, to g e th e r  with the low age a t  
which th e y  l e f t  t h e i r  p a re n ts , helps to  exp la in  the small e lse  o f  the 
D elta  Negro fam ily  whieh was noted above in  Table XVII.
For th ese  who had taken  up residence in  th e  c i ty ,  tb s  h ig h es t r a te  
was shewn by H i l l  w h ite s , and th e  low est by D elta  Negroes* H hlte and 
Negro sons in  th e  H il ls  w est to  Louisiana o i t i e s ,  while those going to  
o i t l e s  from th e  D elta w est to  another s t a te  mors frequently* The looa- 
tiem  of the H ill  p a rish  in  Southeast Louisiana end not so d is ta n t  from 
Baton Beoge and New Orleans must be o ffered  as a major f a s te r  in  causing 
th e  above a re a  d ifferences*  Than to o , t r a d i t io n a l ly ,  Negroes a re  sane* 
idiot more l ik e ly  to  go to  Northern or S sstem  c i t i e s ,  which msy help to  
account fo r  the f a c t  th a t  in  1 0  per cent o f the cases, paren ts did not 
know where th ey  were* D elta  w hite farm ers, excepting owners, were so
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freq u e n tly  recen t m igran ts from o ther s ta te s  th a t  th e  o lder sons would 
ho l a  e i t  le e  o f e th e r  s ta te s  more o ften  than w ith in  Louisiana*
Lim ited d a ta  a re  a v a ila b le  on the resldcnoe of daughters who had 
l e f t  parents*  They are shown in  Table XXX* Except in  the  oase o f D elta  
Hegroes, daughters le s s  freq u en tly  than sons res ided  in  the same p a rish  
w ith  paren ts*  Since alm ost a l l  Hegro females must work in  a g r ic u ltu re  
o r  a s  dsm estle se rv an ts , th e  D elta o f fe rs  g re a te r  work o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  them than th e se  found in  the ru ra l-farm  communities in  th e  H ills*
This is  undoubtedly one o f  the  b ig  reasons why over h a lf  a re  found 
liv in g  w ith in  the seme p a rish  as p a re n ts . Then to o , those liv in g  out 
o f  th e  p a riah  bu t in  ru ra l  a re a s  are  more l ik e ly  to be in  another p a ria h  
o f th e  s ta te *  While lo ca tio n  w ith in  the s ta te  is  not known, the lo g ic a l 
answer f o r  the  D elta  Hegroes i s  th a t  the  fem ales are in  a g r le u ltu re  in  
ad jo in ing  D elta  parishes*
Only a sm all p a r t  o f the  D elta white o r Hegro daughters were l iv in g  
in  the e ity *  These who were, l iv e d  in  o th er s ta te s  a l i t t l e  more o ften  
i f  w h ite s , than  they d id  in  Louislena<cities* For H ill w hites and Hegroes, 
th e  s to ry  was q u ite  d i f f e r e n t .  Only one white daughter of 78 and one 
Vegro o f 44 were liv in g  in  a c i ty  o f another s t a t e ,  although p ra c t ic a l ly  
twe-th lr d s  o f  cash group were liv in g  In  e l t i e s  of Louisiana* The ev i­
dence is  r a th e r  oonvlnolng th a t  H ill  farm youth go to  the o ily  a t  a h igher 
r a te  than th e se  of the  Delta* Though, ob jec tive  da ta  are  inadequate to  
compare tenure c la s s e s ,  on th e  b as is  of o ther inform ation i t  i s  d e f in i te ly  
believed  th a t  the  white f a n  owner and non-f em youth o f  the D elta m igrate 
to  c i t i e s  a t  as high or h igher r a te  than those c la sse s  in  th e  H ills*  
Because the  D elta f a n  owners are  such a sm all p a r t  (2*4 per cen t in  1930
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and 6*0 pe r c o s t i n  1940) of n i l  o p e ra to rs  of Tensas p a rish  they  have 
«s2f  a  « U ^ t  e ffe c t on to ta ls*
1* Census d a ta  shoo th a t  th e re  are  more fem ales than males in  the  
D e lta p a r ish , w hile the reverse  i s  t ru e  o f th e  H ills*
2* F if ty - th re e  p er cent of St* H elena 's  people in  1940 were Hegroes# 
while in  Tensas the corresponding per cen t was 70*
3* A ll people a re  ru ra l  in  both parishes# and most a re  ru ra l  farm* 
There is  not a  town o f  1200 in  e i th e r  parish*
4* Male heads o f fa m ilie s  rank in  age from youngest to  o ld e s t as 
follows* (1) D elta  whites# (2) H ill  w hites# (5) D elta  Hegroes and 
(4) H il l  Hegroes* This in d ic a te s  th a t  fo r  the  e n t i r e  sample owners a re  
e ld e r  then  o th e r  operators*  D ifferences in  age of wives and of female 
heads e f  fam ilie s  by a re a , rase# and tenure# follow  the same general 
p a tte rn  as f o r  suiles#
5* Sons of legross*  l iv in g  w ith p a re n ts , a re  younger than those  
o f w h ite s , mad sons of owners are  o ld e r than  those  o f o ther tenu re  
groups in  both a re a s  and fo r  both races* Daughters liv in g  a t  home a re  
younger than  sons in  a l l  eases except D elta  Hegroes, In  which group 
daughters work in  a g ric u ltu re  more than  I s  tru e  fo r other a rea  and race 
groups*
6 * In  o rder Of s is e  o f r i s ld e n t  family# the four major groups rank 
from la rg e s t  to  sm a lles t as fo llow st (1) H ill  Hegro# (2) H ill  white#
(6 ) D elta  w h ite , and D elta  Hegro* D ifferences among tenure groups a re  
prenounced# w ith white owner fam ilie s  o f th e  D elta q u ite  sm all and Hegro 
owner fa m ilie s  o f tb s  H i l ls  very  large*
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?• Vhoa to ta l  )toa»«)wldB containing a l l  re la ted  and noa-related  
liv in g  B « ^ « ri are oo^B tndi d ifferences among a n t ,  r&o«» and tenure 
groups fo llev  much the sane pattern  aa fo r raaldant fam ilies, but tha 
d ifferences ere la  a a pronounced*
8 * The f iv e -y e a r  age p e rio d , 20 to  24 was tha  modal pe riod  a t  
whioh mala heads af households had l e f t  tha  p a re n ta l  roof* faking a l l  
age groups i t  la  o la a r  t h a t  in  both a re a s  w hites l e f t  a t  e a r l i e r  ages 
thma. did degreee, and non-farm w hites l e f t  e a r l i e r  than fans * Sons 
n e t  U s in g  w ith  th ese  heads in  moat eases had l e f t  heme e a r l i e r  than  
th e i r  parents*  S a lta  Segro sens l e f t  much e a r l ie r*  M ill w h ites , sons 
and p a re n ts , shewed l e a s t  d iffe resee*
S e a t w ises and e th e r  female heads had l e f t  p a re n ta l home during 
the  age period  Id  to  19 in  every major group exeept M ill w h ites , fo r 
whieb i t  had oeeurrsd  most freq u en tly  in  the age period 20 to  24* The 
daughters d if f e re d  a g re a t deal from t h e i r  mothers* genera tion , leasin g  
considerab ly  e a r l ie r*  G reater freedom of women to  work, a tte n d  co llege  
and in  general to  be away from home, appear to be determ ining fac to rs*  
This opin ion  i s  supported by th e  f a s t  th a t  oha&ges a re  g re a te r  fo r  
w hite g i r l s  then  fo r  Segro*
9* Sons of H il l  w hites were le a s t  l ik e ly  to  hase ru ra l  residence 
and consequently l e a s t  l ik e ly  to  re s id e  in  the  same p a rish  w ith  parents*  
They went almost always to  Louisiana c i t ie s *  D elta w hites and Hegroes, 
though wore l ik e ly  to  remain r u r a l  and in  th e  sens p a rish  w ith  p a re n ts , 
when urban were more l ik e ly  to  l i r e  cu t of the s ta ts  •
Daughters, le s s  freq u e n tly  than sons, liv e d  in  the same parish  
w ith  parents*  D elta  Megro daughters a re  the  only exception* H ill
daughters ««r« l iv in g  In  c i t i e s  of the s ta te  shea not in  the  seme 
pariah. w ith  paren ts*  H il l  farm youth appear q u ite  d e f in i te ly  to  become 
m igran ts to  th e  o i t f  more freq u e n tly  th an  D elta youth , though th is  
conclusion  d isreg a rd s  im portant ten u re  d iffe rences*
CHAPTER I?  
ffilLTH, VITALITY AHD MEDICAL PRACTICES
"Throughout th i s  country* tho reg ion  of p la n ta tio n s  i s  th e  reg ion
*1
o f  w ealth  tad  s ick n ess, end of th e  p in s  woods* of h e a lth  and p o v e rty .” 
This very m eaningful, comparative statem ent was w ritte n  during the  f i r s t  
q u a rte r  of tha n in e teen th  cen tu ry . The observer expressed an opinion 
which probably was held by a  g rea t many people* I t  appears to  be shared 
by a good many o f  the white m igran ts from the  H ills  to  the  D elta today* 
They d is l ik e  the poor drainage* the mosquitoes and the  high h u a id lty  o f  
the  Delta* bu t s t i l l  th ey  emae in  search  o f something* An old and ap­
p a re n tly  w ell informed doctor who had p rac tic ed  in  two h i l l  p a rish es  
Ear a  period  o f ever t h i r t y  years thought t h a t  f i f te e n  t o  twenty years 
ago g enera l h e a lth  cond itions were b e t te r  in  the  H ills*  b u t th a t  th e  
D elta  had made g re a te r  gains re c e n tly .
Health has beam placed by recen t reform w rite rs  among the  most 
im portant values in  the to ta l  w elfare o f a person or community* and 
le g is la tu r e s  and p h ila n th ro p is ts  have made money a v a ila b le  in  o rder th a t  
th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t d isease  might be c a r r ie d  on w ith  the a id  o f a e d io a l 
sc ien ce . I t  i s  s t i l l  too  true*  however* th a t  a very high p ropo rtion  o f  
people in  th e  ru ra l  p a r ts  of the United S tates*  and very few to  a g re a te r  
ex te n t thaa among co tto n  f a m e rs ,  do not recognise th e i r  medical needs* 
Tec often* they have very inadequate n o d ica l experience and h a b its ,  and 
when they do recogn ise  needs* oannot or do not have those needs supplied*
^Timothy F lin t*  H eeolleetione of the  Last Ten Years* etc* (Boston* 
1026)* 629f quoted In  Roger W. Sbugg, op* b i t* , p . 1*
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3 Inc# i t  i t  b e liev ed  th a t  h e a lth  s ta tu s  has a c lo se  re la tio n s h ip  
to  s o c ia l  s ta tu s  and s a r i s  a by area* race* and ten u re  c lass*  some 
d e f in i te  though lim ite d  o b jec tiv e  d a ta  have been c o lle c te d  fo r the 
s a t i r e  p a rish es  s tu d ie d , and answers to  sp e c if ic  questions on the  
fam ily schedules obtained* In  a d d itio n , d o c to rs , nu rses and h ea lth  
o f f ic e r s  were consu lted  inform al ly  to  g a in  some opinions end a t t i tu d e s  
regarding  th e  general h e a lth  p ic tu re  and the seeming concern th a t  the 
people haws fo r th e i r  h e a lth  problems*
general D ifferences
Some genera l d iffe ren c e s  between th e  two areas should be notedt 
l e l t h e r  o f the p a rish es has a  h o sp ita l of any kind* and none is  e a s i ly  
a cc ess ib le  o u ts id e  the parishes* In St* Helena* th ere  i s  one a c tiv e  
re s id e n t physician* One o th e r frcm an adjo in ing  p a rish  spends a  p a r t  
o f  each week~day in  the  parish*  In  Tensas* each of th re e  towns i s  
served by one or two re s id e n t physicians* and th ere  i s  a  p n b lio  h e a lth  
u n i t  which i s  d ire c te d  by another physician  a t  the p a rish  seat*  The 
t o t a l  number of dee to r s  is  f ire *  Two public h e a lth  nurses* one fo r  
each race* a re  employed* The primary purpose of the h e a lth  u n it i s  to  
f ig h t re u s re a l d iseases*
T l ta l  S t a t i s t l e s
To e lim in a te  dangers o f b ia s  in  sn a il  samples* d a ta  for the e n t i r e  
p a rish  in  each a re a  a re  p resen ted  in  Table XXII on b irth *  death* and 
in fa n t  death  r a te s  by race* Birth* death and in fa n t death ra te s  are 
a H  mush h igher in  Tensas than in  St* Helena* and th is  holds f o r  both 
races  i s  ewssy ease  except general death r a te  for whites* whioh i s  4 * 2
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*r
n
fo r  S t .  Helena cad 4*0 f o r  Tensas* The w hite b i r th  ra te  o f th e  D elta 
pariah  i s  alm ost th re e  tim es as high as th a t  o f  the H il l  parish* l a  
the ease of Segrees, who make up a l l  o f  the  non-white group, the r a te s  
a re  13*5 end 21*5 f o r  th e  H ill  sad D elta parishes*  Daaeral death  r a te  
fo r  a l l  c la s s e s  i s  alm ost th ree  tim es as high in  the D elta  as in  the  
H ills*  For w h ite s , a s  in d iea ted  above, th e  r a te s  fo r  th e  two a re as  were 
p r a c t ic a l ly  th e  seme, but fo r o ther raees  the r a te  fo r  the D elta  i s  
p r a c t ic a l ly  fou r tim es as high as fo r th e  H ills*  Ho in fa n t  deaths had 
been rep o rted  in  St* H elena, while th e  14 in fan t deaths in  Tens as game 
th a t  p a rish  a  r a te  per 1000 l i r e  b ir th s  of 40*2* I t  would have taken 
e ig h t in fa n t  death s in  St* Helena to  give a r a te  about the  same as th a t  
o f  Tensas*
Incidence of Disease and Medical Care
Turning to  our am ple  of 345 fa m ilie s , they  were asked to  re p o it  
i f  th e re  had been any i l ln e s s  in  the  fam ily  w ith in  the  p ast $ ear, and 
to  s t a t e  the type of medical care received  by the p a tien t*  The d a ta  on 
th ese  p o in ts  a re  g iven  in  Table H i l l *  Over tw o -th ird s of the H il l  w hites 
and 42 per cent o f the H ill  Hegroes repo rted  i l ln e s s ,  these  two groups 
having the h ighest end lowest ra te s  re sp ec tiv e ly  o f  the four major groups 
l a  th e  sample* The r a te  fo r  D elta  w hites was considerably  lower th an  fo r  
H ill  w hites but much h igher than fo r Hegroes of e i th e r  area* The r a t s  
fo r  D elta  Hegroes was alm ost as low as fo r H il l  Negroes and lower than 
w hites o f e i th e r  area* Because of o th e r inform ation given by medioal 
doctors in  th e  two areas and because of the general and in fa n t  death
^All but four of the  non-white people in  Tensas a re  Negroes*
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r « t t i  g l te n  above, in  which Hegroes made the poorer showing, i t  i s  
d e f in i te ly  h o lle red  th a t  the d iffe ren o es  in  ra te s  o f repo rted  i l ln e s s  
are  due p rim arily  to  general d lffe re n e e s  in  a t t i tu d e s  toward i l ln e s s *
In  o th er words Hegroes appear no t to  re p o r t  a l l  oases o f I l ln e s s  th a t  
would be repo rted  by whites* This does not mean th a t  hegroes t r y  to  
h ide the f e e t  of being i l l *  They do n o t, but they  must be d e f in i te ly  
i l l  before  doing anything about i t*  In  the  oase of f re e  trea tm en t, 
they w i l l  p resen t them selves w ithout th e  usual w hite man’s f e a r  o f 
lo sing  s ta tu s*  The d ire c to r  of the public h e a lth  u n it  in  Tensas s ta te d  
th a t  be had been t r e a t in g  800 eases of s y p h i l is ,  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  Segroes, 
and th a t  th e re  was alm ost no tendency fo r  them to  be embarrassed about 
i t*
Sot one member o f a  Segro*s fam ily had gone to a h o sp ita l  during 
the  year* S a tes fo r  w hites in  the  two areas were s im ila r and Tory low* 
Since th e re  i s  no h o sp ita l in  e i th e r  pa rish  and most c h a r i ty  p a tie n ts
from both  must go e l l  tha way to  Hew O rleans, which is  about 100 m iles
from the county sea t o f  St* Helena and more than 200 from th a t  o f Tensas, 
i t  i s  no t su rp ris in g  th a t  they have no h o sp ita l care* In th e  D elta , 
members of w hite p la n te r  fam ilie s  and some o f  the non-farm people gp to  
Vicksburg or Hatches* As a m atter of fa c t  one young doctor s ta te d  th a t  
th i s  was held to  be the o o rree t th in g  fo r  then: to  do and th a t  so c ia l 
p ressu re  demanded th a t  in  any ease of se rious i l ln e s s  the  p a tie n t be
removed to  one o f those p laces or to one with even g rea te r  p re s tig e .
Most of those  rep o rtin g  I l ln e s s  had the se rv ices of a phyaloiarw 
But a  seemingly la rg e  per cent had not considered any i l ln e s s  In  th e  
f « d l y  se rio u s  enough to  demand a dootor or even to  rep o rt as a case o f
74
I l ln e s s *  The se rv ic e s  o f a  physloian there fo r*  had boon secured during 
the  y e a r  f o r  only  SO p e r can t o f  th o  H il l  negroes* w hile th r e e - f i f th *  
of tho H i l l  w hite fam ilie s  hod o l th o r  co lled  or hod v is i te d  a dootor* 
Over th r e e - f i f th s  o f tho H ill  Begro f a n  owners repo rted  no illn e ss*  
which was h ig h es t fo r  any popu lation  group except D elta  non-fans 
Hegroes. Seventy**!* por oont o f the  l e t t e r  repo rted  no illn e s s*  sad 
only 19 p e r eaefc had aeon a  dootor during the p a s t year*
Tenure d iffe re n c e s  in  m edieal care  a re  not so g re a t aeoordlng to  
sta tem ents o f th e  members o f  f s a l l i e s  interviewed* but th e  docto rs in  
th e  a reas  adhoit considerable  d iffe re n c e s . Owners demand and rece iv e  a 
g re a t deal store nod ica l a tte n t io n  than o th e r  tenure groups* and they  use 
p a te n t medicine end home remedies somewhat le s s*  Blnoe lab o re rs  do no t 
have a  crop out o f  which th e  landowner can repay h im self money spent 
fo r  e a rs  o f fa m ilie s  on h is  p lan ta tion*  these  lab o re rs  must provide 
t h e i r  own m edieal care* The physic ian  in  th e  D elta u su a lly  g ives medi­
c a l care  a f te r  an o rder has been issu e d  to  a p a r t ic u la r  tenan t family* 
sad th e  b i l l  is  then sen t d iz e o tly  to  th e  p lan ter*  This may help  to  
account fo r  the f a c t  th a t  D elta  croppers and lab o re rs  and non-fam  
w hites had used p a te n t medicines somewhat more than o th e r  groups*
The f e e t  th a t a g re a t many w hites and Hegroes were being given 
f re e  m edieal care  through tha WPd and the Public W elfare Department 
in  the  B i l l  p a ri& *  probably oaused considerab ly  g re a te r  than normal 
use of p h y sic ian s. The v is i t in g  doctor said a high percentage of h is  
eases in  8 t*  Helena were Feblio  Welfare oases and even s ta te d  th a t 
sens people secured medieal a t te n t io n  when i t  was not needed* The 
w r i t e r 's  observations fo r  most of h is  l i f e  o f  farm ers on sm all fam ily
n
H il l  farms lead  him to  b e ll*  t o  th a t  tr& ditio& fclly tho so people, w hite 
end b laok , c e l l  tine dootor or go to  h i t  o f f ic e  in  town almost only when 
i t  i s  necessary  to  r o l l e r s  aevare pa in  or when th e re  is  fe a r  of death« 
Small ao c id ea te , o n to , oolde, in flu en ce , end many ac re  se rio u s condi­
t io n s ,  norm ally worthy o f e  d o c to r’s se rv ice s  go unattended* The o o st 
I s  th e  b ig  d e te r re n t•
Cere o f B others a t  C h ild b irth
An attem pt wee made to  e e e e r te in  the type of cere  tbs m other had 
received  e t  the b ir th  o f the  l e s t  c h ild .  Data reeeived  on t h i s  e re  
p resen ted  in  Table XXIV. This ta b le  a lso  rev ea ls  the incidence of 
c h i ld le s s  fa m ilie s , which seems to  be g re a te s t  among D elta fiegrose.
This i s  su b s ta n tia te d  by D elta  doctors who say a  high percentage of 
the Segroes a re  made s t e r i l e  by venereal d isease  e i th e r  before o r soon 
a f t e r  m arriage* The D elta  non-farm hegroes h a v e  on e sp e c ia lly  high 
r a t e ,  end tb s  faaa  hegroes contend th a t  th e  town hegroes have more 
s y p h il is  th an  p la n ta tio n  hegroes* The docto rs a lso  agree th a t  th is  i s  
true*  Am extrem ely high r a te  o f s t i l l b i r t h s  is  claim ed by Tensas doc­
to rs*  One s ta te d  th a t  i t  was a p a rish  of 10,000 s t i l l b i r t h s .  He 
s ta te d  a lso  th a t  p o s itiv e  Waasermann would run as high as 70 per e as t 
fo r  Segroes*
Shen bab ies were bom  in  w hite ownersf fam ilie s  the mother u su a lly  
was a ttended  by a  physician* In  a few oases, e sp e c ia lly  in  th a  D elta , 
aha went to  a  hosp ita l*  Other farm groups did not use the  h osp ita l*  
9111 Segre re n te rs  provided two excep tions in  20 eases, and 8*7 per 
cen t o f 46 D elta  w hite croppers and lab o re rs  had used the  h o sp ita l*
For Hegroes in  both a reas  the m id-wife was th e  most frequent a tten d an t
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i t  th e  b irth . o f  tho  lo o t  ch ild*  Among D elta Hegro oroppers and la b o re rs  
only one ont o f  17 bed hod o dootor* s a tten tio n *  Hates fo r  mi drives se re  
oven h igher maoag H il l  Hegroes, and bab ies were repo rted  mush more f r e ­
quently* % hile th e re  is  no d a ta  av a ilab le  fo r s t i l l b i r t h s  in  the  p a rish , 
th e re  l a  some evidence in  the form of inform al statem ents and the f e e t  
o f a  high l iv e  b i r th  ra te *  which in d ic a te  th a t  s t i l l b i r t h s  are  f a r  le s s  
frequen t there*  It id  wives appear to  do a f a i r l y  good job a ttend ing  
f e a r - f i f t h s  o f th e  m a te rn ity  eases* Among w h ites , d iffe ren ces  are not 
so great* though te e  groups sa y  be mentioned* Poor o f  the e ig h t H il l  
w hite r e n te r  fa m ilie s  re p o rtin g  ch ild ren  had midwife se rv ic e , while 
■ M g  D elta  om ere* th e re  was no ease of a  midwife being reported* When 
farm w hites o f the H ills  and o f  th e  D elta  a re  compered, i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  
th a t  one heap in  mind th a t  most of the D elta  fan s whites* excluding plan* 
t a t i e n  fa m ilie s , a re  m igrants from th e  H ills*  and th a t  former medical 
p ra c t ic e s  are  more l ik e ly  t o  p e r s i s t  than to  be rep laced  quickly  by 
those o f  t ie  n a tiv e  D elta  white*
Some in te re s tin g  fa c te  re la te d  to  h e a lth  of n a tiv e  D elta  w hites o f 
p la n te r  fam ilie s  were given by members of Hie group* p a r t ic u la r ly  by an 
e ld  dootor* He c a lle d  a t te n t io n  to  th e  g rea t number of widows whose 
p la n te r  husbands had d ied  before  the age of six ty*  and he was ino lined  
to  exp la in  th e se  e a r ly  deaths in  terms o f very indulgent liv in g  hab its*  
A lcoholic d rink  was s tressed*  Another dootor s ta te d  th a t  w hite plan* 
t a t i e n  beys of owner fam ilie s  d id  not lo se  soc ia l s ta tu s  and were n o t 
so alarmed i f  they con trac ted  venereal disease* He contended* however* 
th a t  such bopp would immediately seek expert medical treatm ent* There 
was a c t th e  h a s i l i a t lo a  and tendency to keep the fa c t  a  se c re t th a t
78
would be found among H il l  whites*
I f  d a ta  were complete on s t i l l b i r t h * ,  death  r a te s ,  repo rted  i l l -  
uses and e th e r  phenomena which lead them selves to  o b jec tiv e  research* 
the  so c io lo g ica l p ic tu re  mould be incomplete s t i l l ,  e sp e c ia lly  for 
Xegroes both of th e  H il ls  and o f  the  Delta* Gh&rma and voodooism are  
usnd today by them 1a many oases of i lln e s s*  r e a l  or imaginary* The 
cun jer-bag  i s  h igh ly  po ten t fo r ea s tin g  s p e l ls  on an enemy o r even an 
o f f  ending mate* One old Begro was sure he would be a l l  r ig h t  i f  he 
eeu ld  " j i s t  ge t th a t  l iv e r  touched.* in  f a s t  th e  ro le  of su p e rs t i t io n  
i s  so g re a t WRoag th e  p la n ta tio n  Hegroes o f the  D elta  th a t  a  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  smmsary o f v i s i t s  from a  physician* p re sc r ip tio n  medicine* and 
perhaps* th e  p e r  cent of sy p h il is  in fe c tio n , a c tu a lly  leave a  g rea t 
p a r t  of the  s to ry  untold*
CHAPTER ¥
GBHKRAL SCORCHIC AHD AGRICULTURAL DIFFERENCES
In  t h i s  wad the ch ap te r fallow ing an attem pt w il l  be made to  pre­
sen t the various eoonamio fso to rs  which are  thought to  have some r e la ­
t io n  to  th e  m a te ria l w elfare o f the  people of the H ill  and the D elta 
cotton-grow ing communities. I t  is  assumed th a t  any in fluence  upon eco­
nomic s ta tu e  has e i th e r  a d ire o t  or in d ire c t  o f f s e t  upon the  so c ia l 
s ta tu s  o f  the ind iv idua l*  family* tenu re  olass* or race* Those e le ­
ments u su a lly  considered in  a  study of the farxn*r*s le v e l of l iv in g  
w i l l  be reserved  fo r  Chapter ¥1* w hile in  th is*  the  more general Items 
of p e r c a p ita  wealth* rank in  w ealth  of the p a rish  in  the sta te*  re lie f*  
e ls e  o f farms* so il*  co tto n  y ields*  farming equipment* means of t ra n s ­
p o r ta t io n  * farm management and con tac t w ith governmental agencies w ill  
be tre a te d *  In  the  ease of a few items* data  fo r the two e n t i r e  par­
ish e s  w il l  be used* w hile fo r  o th e r  items* d a ta  are av a ilab le  fo r only 
our sss$>le fam ilies*  I t  i s  hoped th a t  i t  may be p oss ib le  to  describe  
idie two general s itu a tio n s  in  suoh manner th a t  the s ig n ifican ce  of 
sp e c if ie  fam ily v a ria tio n s  may be more In te l l ig e n t ly  evaluated* For 
example i t  appears th a t  th e  presence or absence of a pieee o f farm 
equipment l ik e  a  t r a o to r  oan be evaluated  only in  terms of the systems 
of farm ing th a t  a re  su ite d  to  the  land* and the  s is e  of holdings* Then 
too* seme of the  indexes of w ealth which may be found in  terms of land 
values* per acre y ields* and per c a p ita  wealth* may cause one to  draw 
g en era l!ca tio n s w ithout considering  the e x te n t to  whioh such economic
7 2
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v a lu es have been converted in to  consumers* goods and made a v a ilab le  to
those  persons l iv in g  in  th e  a rea  and dependent upon a g r ic u ltu re  as a
d ire o t  o r in d ir e c t  source o f  income•
The general im pression of most people who have a t  le a s t  a  super*
f io ia l  knowledge of the s ta te  o f Louisiana and of the various p a rish es
i s  th a t  St* Helena Is  a  very poor H il l  p a rish  and th a t Tensas is  one o f
th e  r ic h  D elta  parishes*  There a re  sev era l reasons why th is  i s  the
popular b e lie f*  S t a t i s t i c s  which have been made av a ilab le  fo r the par*
ish e s  have been given g en era lly  in  terms o f to ta l  w ealth , per c a p ita
assessm ent--w hich is  m erely an average, per aore y ie ld  of co tto n , a b i l i ty
to  support p ub lic  educa tion , and o ther s im ila r  data* As f a r  back as
I860, an  eeaaemio ranking on the  b asis  of value o f fazm property  of 47
p a rish es  in  tbs s ta te  p laced Tensas f i r s t  and St* Helena th i r ty - s ix th .^
Large ho ld ings were assumed to  be c o rre la te d  w ith w ealth , and a t  th a t
time only  one per cent of the holdings in  Tensas compared w ith  42 per
Zcen t fo r  St* Helena, were only th ree  to  f i f t y  acres in  size* Slaves
repiw sented lab o r th a t  was a lready  purchased, and the average number
w ith in  an a rea  was a d e f in i te  index of wealth* The average for St*
Helena was 12, and th a t  fo r Tensas was 47* Gray g ives average s lav e-
hold ings in  1860 as 28 in  the e n ti r e  South, 82*6  in  the  lower South, and
4
49*8 in  Louisiana* In  terms o f s lav es , then , S t. Helena ranked low and
^Beger W* Shugg, op* o i t *, Appendix, Table 7- 
* Ib id .,  Table 5*
*Ibid* ,  Table 2*
*L* C• Gray, H istory  of A gricu ltu re  in  the Southern United S ta te s  
to  1860 (Washington, 1988), I ,  580*
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f l u t i  n l f l l n l y  high.
X«r« recent comparisons of s im ila r  da ta  a re  l ik e ly  to  g iro  com­
parable in p r tiilo u • l a  1959 tho p ar c a p ita  assessm ent was $145*79 fo r  
St« S a l m  and $548*95 fo r  Tensas* aad th e i r  ranking« i a  t o t a l  aasoaaod 
wealth among th o  « lx ty » fao r pariahoa of tho s ta te  aero  44 fo r Tone as and
c
84 fo r  St* Helena* This would Indio a te  th a t  Tensas has lo s t  her favor­
a b le  p o s it io n  among a l l  p a rish es  but s t i l l  r e ta in s  one much h igher than  
th a t  o f  St* Helena* vh leh  has reached the bottom of the scale* The t o t a l  
assessm ent o f St* Helena in  1959 was about to o - th ird s  of th e  too m illio n  
I t  had In  1860* and th a t  for Tensas was only about tw o -f if th s  o f th e  14
c
m illio n  f s r  vhleh  i t  was assessed  in  1860. Another f a c t  which helps 
to  emphasise the  d iffe ren c e  in  to ta l  and tax ab le  w ealth  i s  the  a b i l i ty  
to  support pub lic  educa tion . St* Helena g e ts  90 per cant o f her to ta l  
opera ting  and maintenance money from the s ta te*  which i s  to e  maximum 
allow able under e x is tin g  law* The amopnt was $56*591 fo r  the  session  
1940-41* Tensas got 77 per oont* The average received  by toe 64 p a rish es  
was 01 per cent* I t  took only $9*004 to  make Tensas meet the p rov isions 
o f  the S ta te  e q u a lisa tio n  law and $60*900 would have been necessary  fo r  
St* Helena . 7
Since th e re  Is  p r a c t ic a l ly  no in d u stry  o ther than a g ric u ltu re  in  
th e se  two parishes*  the r e la t iv e  rankings are  lower when compared w ith
*D atafrom t S ta te  Department of Education o f Louisiana* f l ln e ty - f i r s t
Annual Report* 1939-40* B u lle tin  446 (Baton Rouge* 1941)* Table V II, p . 147*
^Koger W. Shugg* op. c i t . .  Appendix, Table I I .
7Data from* S ta te  Department o f  Education of Louisiana* op. p i t **
Table VIII* p . 165*
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th e  o th e r  parishes*  many o f which have urban! sad and in d u s tr ia l is e d  to  
s  lim ite d  ex ten t*  Vo o i l  o r o th er m ineral resou rces hare boon found to  
boost tho assessments* and p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  of th e  tim ber has boon sold* 
Vow tb s  sawmills a re  gone in  alm ost every case , so a g ric u ltu re  again* 
and on a  ro a tr io to d  seals*  becomes almost tho only source of revenue*
One of tho p r in c ip a l  sources o f revenue fo r  many p a rish es  i s  t h a t  A»r- 
n iahed  by ra i l ro a d s  which pay big  sums in  taxes* Tensas has th i s  source 
o f  revenue* but today th e re  is  no ra i l ro a d  in  S t .  Helena*
From th is  genera l comparison o f  the  w ealth resources o f the  two 
parishes*  one oaa see th a t  any w ealth which St* Helena may have i s  th a t  
owned by in d iv id u a ls  and p rim a rily  by farmers* A ctually  while th e  p ic ­
tu re  of i t s  economic p o s it io n  i s  one o f  seeming poverty* such a  g e n e ra li­
sa tio n  must be wade only  a f t e r  considering the  fa o t th a t  most o f  th e  
w ealth  o f so many coun ties of the na tio n  i s  no t owned o r  used by farm ers 
today*
Incidence o f R e lie f  
Vhan e l l  the jus t i f l e a t io n e  fo r  low w ealth  indexes have been given 
fo r  St* Helena* th e re  is  s t i l l  convincing evidence th a t  the  people have 
inadequate sources o f income* In  many monthly rep o rts  during the l a te  
depression  t h i r t i e s  she ranked about th e  top  in  per cen t o f fam ilie s  
receiv ing  some form of p ub lic  assistance*  In  December 1938 and in  
January end February* 1929* i t  was the only one in  the s ta te  w ith a s  
mash as 20 per cent o f  i t s  fa m ilie s  receiv ing  a  grant* Tensas was 
always w ell down th e  l i s t  o f those receiv ing  aid • When St* Helena
83
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had 22 per cent receiving aid , Teneae had 10*5 per cent. In comparing 
tN m  two parishes in  incidence o f r e lie f  i t  i s  dangerous to  assume that 
r e lie f  le  a measure o f need* Informants in each area indicated that 
p o lit ie s  played a part in  the r e lie f  programs, and that r e lie f  under 
sta te  control see often administered in a maimer that caused i t  to pay 
dividends in  rotes. S t. Selena was one of the parishes which was strong 
In i t s  support o f the sta te  actelnlstration at the time, while Tensas 
was a consistent foe o f that adalnistratlon. I f  p o litie s  played a part 
in  r e lie f , i t  seems lik e ly  that S t. Helena would be treated more generously. 
Informants indicated further that the p o litician s in  Tensas were not 
TTant.tng r e lie f  money for themselves and were afraid o f the effects that 
i t  would have on labor. Those most lik e ly  to apply for r e lie f  in  Tensas 
mere not lik e ly  to be e lig ib le  to  rote because of race or because o f 
residence requirements.
Families in  our sample were asked to report aqjr contacts with the 
parish Welfare Department, the Federal Beergeney R elief Administration 
dr the Works Progress Administration. Data obtained are presented in  
Thble XZT. An examination o f th is  table w ill reveal that there was 
more r e lie f  in  the H ills and slig h tly  more among the white than the 
Wegro fam ilies. Zt Is interesting to note too, that among owner fami­
l ie s  there, whites had a lower per cent who had not contacted some r e lie f  
agency. Over h a lf o f the farm owner and the non-farm fam ilies reported 
contacts, the farm owner being somewhat higher than the non-farm. White 
H ill renters, croppers and laborers had very high percentages on r e lie f , 
being higher than the corresponding groups for the other area and for
g
Department of Public Welfare, Louisiana Public Welfare S ta tis tic s ,
I I , 1 (Baton Bongs, February, 1939), p* 12.
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both  f i s h *  M i s  w hite* r ip s r t s d  U t t t  r e l i e f  experience*^ Deleft 
w hite r c a l s r s  end non-farm showed le a s t  r e l i e f  experience o f a l l  w hites 
e f  e i th e r  area* H early h a lf  o f the  w hite ereppere and lab o re rs  o f the 
B e lts  had e ea ta e te d  sane r e l i e f  agency* There i s  a  tremendous d if fe r*  
ease  in  r e l i e f  r a te s  among B elta  Segroes* The owners and re n te rs , 
have e e ry  lew r a t e s ,  the  non-farm somewhat h igher, while the oroppere 
sad la b o re rs  hare  exceedingly high ra te s*  Bore than  th r e e - f i f th s  o f 
th is  l a t t e r  grenp had r e l i e f  experience* I t  must be remembered te e  
th a t  th ey  c o n s titu te d  the  la rg e s t  s in g le  group o f  Negroes in  the  B elta  
smaple• A dditional inforaatL  on from inform al in terv iew s in d ic a te  t h a t  
p la n te rs  g e t th e i r  Negro croppers and lab o re rs  on r e l i e f  to  keep from 
fam ish in g  then daring  the slack  season* Since D elta Negro owners and 
re n te rs  we re  le s s  c o n tro lle d  by w hites and were more independent than  
c ro p p e rs , they  were mot on r e l ie f*
S ise  and Veins o f  Pam s 
As s ta te d  in  Chapter I ,  the predominant type of holding in  St* Helena 
fo r w h ites and for Negroes i s  the sm all fam ily  s iz e  fan s , while in  Tensas, 
the p la n ta t io n  system i s  the  dominant p a tte rn  w ith  i t s  holdings whioh 
o ften  run in to  se v e ra l hundreds and occasionally  thousands o f a c re s •
E ighty years ago a . survey shewed th a t  42 per oent o f th e  holdings of 
St* Helena and only one p e r  oent of those o f Tensas were from th ree  to  
f i f t y  a c re s  in  s i s e * ^
^Beme o f  the oases of co n tac ts  by w hite owners and non-farm heads 
were in  an adv isory  or ad m in is tra tiv e  c a p a c ity , so the f ig u re s  a re  some* 
tim es m isleading*
*®ficg*r V* Shugg, op* e l t *, Appendix, Table I I .
fb # a  w» i p t t k  o f a lso  of farms today , we most be aware o f the de­
f i n i t i o n  given by th e  Census Bureau* Xt la  a l l  th a t  land operated by 
one farm er aad th e  members o f  h i s  household or w ith the help o f h ired  
la b o re rs , whether he i s  the owner, a r e n te r  or even i f  he opera tes  as 
a share cropper.** Suoh a o lassifioa t& on  makes the average e lse  of 
fa re s  va ry  au to m atica lly  when lab o re rs  become croppers or croppers 
lab o re rs*  A ctually  a p la n ta t io n  operated  by lab o r one ysar w il l  be 
l i s t e d  by the Census Bureau as one farm, sad when the same land under 
th e  seme ownership and management i s  operated with croppers. I t  may be 
l i s t e d  as 50 or more farms* One p la n te r  sa id  he l e t  h is  Negroes decide 
w hether they  wished to  have a crop or work as day hands. The p ra c tic e  
was not unusual* Wien they  operated as croppers the acreage a l lo t te d  
to  each one was q u ite  small*
Table XXV1 gives th e  percentage d is t r ib u t io n  of farms by sp e c if ie d  
s is e  fo r  tfaB two p a rish es  a s  given by the  1940 census. The su rp ris in g  
f e e t  to  any see no t acquainted w ith  the census d e f in i t io n  of farm i s  
th e  h i£ i  p e r o en t of very sm all fam e  in  the  D elta , in  what is  known 
t o  be a  reg ion  o f p lan ta tio n s*  k  l i t t l e  over o n e - f if th  o f a l l  farms 
th e re  a re  under 1 0  acres and th is  Is  ju s t  about tw ice as high propor­
t io n  of th a t  s is e  as i s  found in  S t. Helena* I f  we tak e  a l l  farms under 
50 s o re s , they  rep resen t th ree -fo u rth s  of Tensas farm s, while le s s  than  
h a lf  o f  those of St* Helena are  th a t  small* On the o th er end o f the  
scale the la rg e  co tto n  p la n ta tio n , operated by la b o re rs , i s  in  evidence.
^B ureau^of th e  Census, S ix teen th  Census of the United S ta te s , 1940, 
A g ric u ltu re , L ouisiana, F i r s t  S e rie s  (Washington! United S ta te s  Govern­
ment P r in tin g  O ffiec , 1941), p . 3*
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Oaljr fo u r « f  1000 or more ac res  a re  found in  St* Helena, and they are  
along A nita r lT a r  away from the a rea  where our sample fam ilie s  were 
obtained* In  Tensas in  t h i s  s is e  th e re  a re  55 or 2*5 par oent o f the 
to ta l*
A mors complete p ic tu re  o f farm e lse  fo r the two p a rish es  by ra se  
end by ten u re  c la s s  i s  given in  Table XXVII* Average s is e  i s  the p r in -  
o ip a l f a s t  shorn* There again  i t  i s  immediately ev iden t th a t  farms as 
defined  by the Bureau o f  Census are  sm aller fo r  Tessas* A ctually  a l l  
fa m e  operated  by w hites have an average s is e  of a l i t t l e  le s s  than 
o n e -th ird  of those o f St* Helena* For Hegroes the averages a re  41 
so re s  fo r St* Helena and IS  f o r  Tensas* D ifferences by tenure c la s s  
a re  very  pronounced, e sp e c ia lly  among D elta w hites, where the  average 
s is e s  o f fa m e  fo r  f u l l  owners, a l l  te n a n ts , and croppers a re  reapeo* 
tim ely  426, 127 and 40 acres* The d iffe ren c e s  in  average s ise  fo r 
th ese  tb re e  w hite tenure  groups in  St* Helena follow  th e  seme o rder, 
bu t a re  mwah m a i le r ,  being 69 fo r f u l l  owners, 61 fo r  a l l  tenan ts and 
S8  fo r  croppers alone*
I t  w i l l  be noted to e , th a t  the race d iffe ren c e s  w ith in  a tenure  
c la s s  in  the D elta are  about as g rea t as the tenure  d iffe ren ces  w ith in  
a  ra s e  group* The average s is e  fo r Hegro f u l l  owners i s  45 a c re s , 
which i s  Ju s t a  l i t t l e  more than  one-ten th  of the average fo r  w hits 
f u l l  owners* The 15 mere average for Hegro re n te rs  is  le s s  then one- 
n in th  of th a t  fo r  white r e n te rs ,  and fo r  oroppers, w hites have an 
average s i s e  a c re  th an  th re e  and one-half tim es as g rea t as th a t of 
Be greet*  The race d iffe re n c e s  a re  f a r  le s s  pronounced in  St* Helena, 
b u t the average s is e  fo r  w hites there  i s  considerab ly  g re a te r  than fo r
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TA8LS XXVII
U ®  XV FA8M8 ,  PART OPERATED BT OSIERS. AID AVERAGE SIZB 
OF FABIS BY COLOR AID TBITJRR* 19401
TOTAL 10 , OF ACBS8  PSR OBIT OF TOTAL AVERAGE SIZg XI ACHBS 
S t .  Helena Tensas S t , Helena Tensaa S t. Helena Tensas
A ll O perator*2  75.998 175.547 100,0 100*0 91*9 29*2
P o ll  M u n  52.997 75.384 70,0 43,0 28.7 425,6
A ll t a u n t s  14.684 48.756 — — 61*4 127,8
Croppers 1.480 6.489 — — 32*9 40*0
,8
A ll O perators2  86.910 53.691 100,0 100,0 41.0 19.0
m i  o n e r s  17.456 6.785 47*3 20,1 50.7 45.2
A ll te n a n ts  17.848 24.665 — — 35,6 15,5
Croppers 5.013 15.131 — — 26.8 11,1
^ D ttt  e c sp iled  fro n t Bureau of the Census. S ix teen th  Census o f the Onlted 
S ta tes*  1940. A g ricu ltu re , L ouisiana. F i r s t  Seria s (Washington* Gcrararmaent 
P rin tifl6~0??ie  e . 1941).
C ro p p e rs  a re  included in  a l l  ten a n ts  a lso , and p a rt owners and managers 
e re  included only i n  e l l  o p e ra to rs .
&This oorresponds alm ost ex ac tly  to  Hegroes. since  th e re  were only 4 per­
sons in  Tensas end none in  S t. Helena l i s t e d  a s  o ther ra c e s .
Itgroet i s  every t n m  olu ««
The p r ^ o r t i n  o f o i l  land operated  by f a l l  owners is  g ives fo r  eaoh 
p a r ish  by ra se  i s  Table XXVII. I t  is  more then one and one-half tim es as 
high f o r  St* Helena w hites a s  fo r  those o f Tensas, and fo r  Negroes th a t 
p a r t  opera ted  by f e l l  owners i s  two and o n e -th ird  tim es as g rea t as fo r  
Tensas * I t  i s  In te re s t in g  to  no te  th a t  Negro f u l l  owners in  St* Be le s s  
o p e ra te  a  h ig h er p e r cen t o f the t o t a l  acreage than the  w hite f o i l  owners 
o f  Teases*
S a ta  s im ila r  to  t h a t  in  Table XXVI a re  given in  Table XXVIII fo r  ear 
sample f a n  o p e ra to rs , by  race and tenure* l a  t h i s  group o f 262 eases* 
over f e a r - f i f t h s  o f th e  H il l  white fam e  a re  under 50 acres  in  s i t e ,  sad 
none are  rep o rted  to  be over 269 seres*  For the Negroes of the  same area* 
95 p er e a s t a re  under SO s e re s , and a l l  a re  under 1 0 0 * Two-thirds of the 
D elta  w hite are  under 50 a e re e , but th e  r e s t  tend to  be oonsiderably  la rg e r  
t h e  th e se  o f  the H il ls  of e ith e r  rase* They a re  the only group repo rting  
say  farms ever 259 so res in  e ls e , 15 per cen t having 260 o r more* A ll but 
two o f  th ese  la rg e  farms had 500 o r  more a c re s , and a l l  but one were oper­
a ted  by owners*
S ise  o f farms by ten u re  c la s s  (Table XXVIII) b rings out some fa c ts  
no t observable in  Table XXVII, since  re n te rs  and croppers were not separ­
ated* Farms operated  by B i l l  Negro re n te r s  appear to  be about as la rg e
as  those  of Negro owners, exoept th a t  th re e  owners, or 8 * 8  per c e n t, had
12farms of from 50 to  99 acres* D ifferences between white re n te rs  and
^ G e n e ra lly , the  Census d a ta  presen ted  in  Tables XXVI and XX7XZ, be­
cause they  include d a ta  fo r  a l l  opera to rs of th e  two p a rish e s , must be 
considered  s e re  rep re sen ta tiv e*  But we a re  p rim arily  in te re s te d  in  c o tto n  
farm ers# sad a l l  o p e ra to rs  In  St* Helena w i l l  include many who do not grow 
co tto n  as tb s  p r in c ip a l  cash  orep*
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a m o rs  i s  the sample were n o t so g re a t e i t h e r .  In the  D e lta , however, 
• s e t  farms opera ted  by w hite r e n te r s ,  though la rg e r  than  fo r  croppers, 
mere mush sm slle r then  fo r owners. Only one o f th e  14 in  our sample 
m s  ev er 299 acres in  s i s e ,  w hile over tw o - f if th s  of the owners operated  
faxes of 500 or a c re  so r e s .
Among croppers f o r  both a reas  and races the acreage repo rted  was 
exceedingly sm all Here than  h a lf  o f the  D elta  Degrees were opera ting  
farm s d f  le s s  than te n  s e r e s ,  while fo r  white croppers th e re  only about 
one-eigh th  were th a t  s n a i l  and alm ost one-ha lf had 20 to  49 a o re s .
Seven o f  th e  e leven  H il l  Hegro cropper© had 20 to  49 se re s  each.
The a re a  d iffe ren c e s  in  s is e  o f farms which appear to  give croppers 
o f the H il ls  an advantage a re  la rg e ly  compensated fo r  by th e  much h igher 
p ro d u e tiv ity  of th e  D elta  lan d .
Average Value cf Land and Buildings
The number o f a e ra s  owned o r operated  stay be le s s  s ig n if ic a n t  than 
th e  average value  of th a t  lan d , and i t  is  be lieved  th a t  th i s  average 
value to g e th e r  w ith  th a t  of b u ild in g s , per farm and per acre of land , 
w i l l  serve as a basis  fo r  comparing otar a reas . One im portant th in g  
m ast be kept in  mind about the  D elta  p la n ta tio n  operated  by croppersj 
the only  b u ild in g s  which stay be sa id  to  correspond to  the designated 
land which they  f a n  a re  the cabins in  which they l iv e .  Bam s or o th er
»  II  ■ ' y  M l  . 1 1 - 1  . - I  ! •  I I M
A* I t  Is  d i f f i c u l t  to  see how an opera to r could grow enough co tto n , 
even w ith a  good per se re  y ie ld ,  on such a  small acreage to  give su f­
f i c i e n t  Income en which t o  l iv e  when only one-ha lf the  product i s  h is  
sand c e r ta in  produo t i  on c o s ts  a re  to  be taken  out o f the gross r e c e ip ts .
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u sab le  b u ild in g s  a ra  vary  rare* except those loo a tod in  a c e n tra l  p lace 
aha re  the  teams and to o ls  a re  kept* This d a ta  i s  not av a ilab le  by raise 
aad tenu re  fo r parishes® b u t Table XXIX p resen ts  Bureau of the  Census 
average va lues o f  land and bu ild ings par fa ra  fo r  a l l  farms and per acre 
f a r  farms of 80 ae res  or more.**
The average p ar farm fo r  a l l  farms of the  parish  i s  alm ost two and 
th re e -fo u r th s  tim es as g re a t fo r th e  D elta  as fo r  the H ill  parish® the 
averages being $2®989 mad 81® 102 re sp e c tiv e ly . For fam e of 30 or mere 
aeres® the  d iffe re n c e  la  mush more pronounced* The average fbr Tensas 
becomes  s ix  tim es as g rea t as th a t  fo r  St* Helena* I t  must be s ta te d  
th a t  th e  b ig  f a s te r  in  th is  d iffe ren ce  appears to be d iffe ren ce  In  value 
o f land a s  w all a s  g re a te r  acreage per farm . D ifferences in  value of 
b u ild in g s  p e r farm® though not shown® appear not to be so g rea t except 
in  the oase of the homes of la rg e  p lan ters*  A ctually  from su p e rf ic id l 
observation  one would want to  conclude th a t  th e  homes o f owners in  St* 
Helena* both Hegro end white* appear to  be o f b e tto r  co n stru c tio n  and 
in  a s  good re p a ir  as those of re n te rs  and croppers in  Tensas.
The p e r  acre  average gives a more usable b a s is  fo r  comparing the  
a reas  bu t not the economic p o s itio n  of the ind iv idua l farmers* I t  shews 
th a t  faim land is  worth tw ice as much in  Tensas* A ctually , i f  anyone 
were purchasing land* i t  i s  p re t ty  c e r ta in  t h a t  the d iffe ren ce  would be 
considerab ly  grea ter*
^ I t  should be immediately obvious th a t  th e  l im ita t io n  of da ta  to  
farms of 30 a e re s  o r mors w il l  e lim inate  most oropper and many re n te r  
operated farms*
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table XXIX
AID AVERAGE PSR ACRE* 1940
P ariah ALL FASH3 FAOIS OF 30 ACRES OR BOBSPar farm Par fans Par aora
St# l e l n t 1 * 1 0 2 1 ,8 8 8 16.68
Tensas 2,989 9,826 33.84
B v t tn  o f Census, S ix teen th  Canaui o f tho  United S ta te s a 1940* 
A grlen ltB P i,  L ouisiana, F ira tlB e r le a , Supplement io r  Southern Spates, 
Pariah Table Z«
nC otton Yloldo
The p ro d u c tiv ity  o f tho s o i l  Is  so im portant th a t  seme a g r ic u l tu ra l  
economist* make i t  the a ll- im p o rtan t fa c to r  in  determining the success 
or f a i lu r e  of the  farmer* Bo such bel i e f  has prompted the in c lu s io n  o f 
c o tto n  y ields*  fo r  even th e  sane land s i l l  produce vary ing  amounts under 
varying methods of c u ltiv a tio n *
The P e l ts  i s  g en era lly  known to  have r e la t iv e ly  high p ro d u c tiv ity . 
The average c o tto n  y ie ld  fo r Tensas p a rish  in  pounds of l i n t  per acre 
ever the period 1936-59 was 559 compared w ith 160 fo r S t. H elena. This 
means t h a t  an opera to r In  the  B e lts  can expect on the  average a t  l e a s t  
tw ice  as much p e r acre  as one can In  a  H il l  p a rish  l ik e  St* Helena* I t  
la  g en era lly  adm itted, however* th a t  one man with Ju s t h i s  own or fam ily 
la b o r can farm considerab ly  la rg e r  acreage in  th e  l ig h te r  H il l  lands .
A g re a te r  v a r ie ty  o f crops can be grown th e re  which may be as p ro f i ta b le  
as cotton* In  1934 only 18 p ar cent of the  to ta l  crop acreage was in  
co tto n  in  th a t  p a rish  w hile in  Tensas 41 per cen t was in  c o tto n .
Farm Equipment
The sample farm fa m ilie s  in  the  two a reas were asked to  rep o rt tbs 
possession  o f  tra c to rs*  co tton  p la n te rs  and mowers* and the d a ta  a re  
compiled in  suoh manner in  Table XIX th a t  they  reveal the ex ten t to 
which one* two* th ree  or none o f those th ree  items of equipment are 
possessed* by raoe or ten u re  group fo r  each a re a . I t  should be under­
stood th a t  the possession  o f these  items may n o t be a s  e s s e n t ia l  in  one 
a s  in  the  e th e r  a rea  and may be le s s  neoessary fo r some ten u re  groups. 
Customs of cooperative ownership or simply borrowing o ften  in fluence  the  
extent to which the ownership of any one o f  the th re e  is  regarded as
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a b so lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l  fo r  an o p e ra to r to  hare* Croppers,  o f course , need 
a c t  peeeeea any one ae h ie  c o n tra c t assumes use of the land lo rd  fs equip­
ment*
The outstand ing  f e e t  in  the da te  i s  th a t  more th en  60 per oent of 
th e  e n t i r e  s ta p le  bare  none o f  these  items* For M i l  w hites 61 p e r 
c e n t, end fo r  B i l l  Hegross, 100 per cent hare none o f them* These a re  
th e  two extreme s , b u t 62*5 per oent o f D elta  w hites and 60 per oent o f 
th e  D elta  leg ro es  had none* The high p roportion  o f croppers in  th ese  
l a s t  two groups makes these  percentages high* Bo one eaa say th e  H il l  
Hegro needs no co tto n  p la n te r  o r mower, though the  t r a c to r  would u su a lly  
be out o f  p roportion  to  the scope of h is  operations* The D elta w hite 
owners and re n te rs  a re  th e  only groups in  th e  e n ti r e  sample in  which a  
considerab le  per cen t hare  a l l  th ree  o f these  machines* Over h a lf  o f  
tbs owners and ju s t  over o n e -f if th  of th e  ro o te rs  repo rted  a l l  three*
The only  o th er ease was th a t  o f one D elta Hegro owner* There was no 
t r a c to r  on any H il l  fa m  cowered in  th e  study , and th e  co tto n  p la n te r  
was the  only one occurring frequently* I t  was reported  by 45 per oent 
o f the whites*
Tenure d iffe ren ces  were pronounced in  both a re a s , th e  only exception
being th a t  o f th e  H il l  Hegroes, none of whom reported  any o f th ese  Items*
G enerally , the  owners were much more l ik e ly  to  hare them than  r e n te r s ,
1 5and croppers almost newer had any of them*
 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
^ O cc a s io n a lly  a D elta  w hite cropper, who had re c e n tly  been a  re n te r  
or owner, s t i l l  had one or more of these  machines* At le a s t  one oropper 
was ren tin g  them to  h is  landlord*
9a
The sm all hors# and occasiona lly  one o r more mules in  the  H ills*  
and mules and t r a c to r s  In  the  D elta  fu rn ish  the power fo r plowing and 
c u l t iv a t in g • In  th e  H i l l s ,  the  a b i l i ty  to  procure a pony or a mule
o ften  determine a whether a  Hegro w il l  be a re n te r  or a o ropper, fo r  he
u su a lly  ean borrow or buy what few to o ls  he must hare to  use* Zt i s  an 
im portant item , of cou rse , fo r  both raees in  tb s  D elta , but th e  need f a r  
a d d itio n a l equipment tends to  reduce the emphasis on works took*
Table XXXI gives the opera to rs on which th is  inform ation was ob­
ta in e d  and th e  pe r oent in  eaoh ten u re  e la s s  possessing  such workstock. 
The percentage in  each of th e  four major race  and a rea  groups possessing  
works took is  almost d ire c tly  in  p roportion  to  the  percentage of croppers 
and la b o re rs  in  tb s  group, a s  i t  i s  extremely ra re  fo r  one of them to  
hove works took* There are  o th e r  ease s , however, where re n te rs  and even 
owner s  were w ithout th i s  im portant source o f power, even when h e  o th e r 
form was availab le*  In the  H il ls  15 per oent of the Hegro and 8*4 per 
cen t of th e  w hite re n te rs  had no workstook, and 5 per oent o f 61 w hite 
owners had none* A ll Hegro owners in  both areas and a l l  D elta  Hegro 
re n te rs  owned workstook* The f a c t  th a t  o n e -f if th  of th e  D elta white 
owners had none, i s  compensated fo r by the f a c t  th a t  more than h a lf  o f
the to ta l  nuoaber had tra c to rs*  D elta white re n te rs  were more l ik e ly  to
have workstoek than  owners, but they were f a r  le s s  l ik e ly  to  have t r a c ­
to rs*
T ransporta tion
Probably more th an  any o ther major occupational group, farm fami­
l i e s  need some form o f tra n sp o rta tio n , and because of th e i r  I s o la tio n  
and the lack of a ccess ib le  public  forms o f  tra n sp o rt each fam ily must
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TABUS XXXI
FA9ISRS REPORTIBS WO&KSTOCK* PSRCgBTAfiE DI8TRIBUTIGH
T otal Tes Ho
S i l l  White 75 92.0 8 . 0
O ne re 61 96.0 8 . 0
H esters 12 91.6 8.4
Croppers end lab o re rs 2 e e e e 1 0 0 .0
E l l l  Hegro 65 79.9 2 0 .1
O n e rs 34 1 0 0 .0 —  MS
Renters 2 0 85.0 15.0
Croppers and la b o re rs 11 9.1 90.9
D elta  White 80 38.7 @1.3
O n e rs 19 79.0 2 1 .0
R enters 14 92.8 7 .2
Croppers and lab o re rs 47 6*4 93.6
D elta  Hegro 67 54.4 45.6
Denars 14 1 0 0 .0 e a s e
Renters 17 1 0 0 .0 —
Croppers end lab o re rs 26 *■* 1 0 0 .0
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]pw ««ii i t s  own p r iv a te  ms am o f  conveyance • This I s  true  fo r  passenger 
use and u su a lly  f o r  fam  product a both on tho fa m  and to  and from tom * 
A fa ra o r  w ithout tra n s p o r ta tio n  f a c i l i t i e s  locks a  g ro a t deal in  produc­
t iv e  cap ac ity  os w all aa a  naans of so o ia l p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  tho noxmal 
a f f a i r s  o f  tho  community. t h i s  i s  e sp e c ia lly  tru e  whore tho form of 
se ttlem en t i s  th a t  of the  sc a tte re d  o r I so la te d  farm stead. This type o f 
s e t t l e s  e a t  i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  the only type in  e x is ten ce  in  the  H ill  p a rish es 
of L ouisiana and throughout so many o ther s ta te s*  In  th e  D elta  being 
studied* th e  p la n ta tio n  system makes the arrangement o f farm homes more 
l ik e  a  s e r ie s  of very  sm all v illa g es*  but looking many of the in s t i tu *  
t io n a l  advantages of re a l f a m  v illag es*
I t  i s  be lieved  th a t  th e  type o f f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  tra n s p o rta tio n  may 
be used a s  one o f  the economic end so o ia l indexes and i f  c o rre la te d  w ith 
area* race  o r  tenure c lass*  may a s s i s t  in  revealing  d iffe ren c e s  in  socia l 
s ta tu s*  Therefore fam ilies*  both farm and non-fam  in  our sample* were 
asked to re p o rt the oars  and tru ck s  by year of manufacture* or i f  these  
were lacking to  re p o rt wagons* buggies* or horses and mules when so used* 
The r e s u l ts  o f th is  ta b u la tio n  a re  p resen ted  in  Table XXXII.
Except fo r  21 p er c a s t  of the D elta white owners* very few farm ers 
had both a  e a r  and a truck* And more th an  h a lf  o f  th is  group had oars 
th a t  were from one to  four years old* w hile many o f those of o ther farm 
groups were f iv e  years o ld  o r older* The group having second p lace in  
p e r cen t of e a rs  from one to  fou r years o ld  were the D elta Negro owners 
follow ed by the  Negro re n te r s  of the same area* Almost no oroppers of 
e i th e r  race  or a rea  had any kind o f tran sp o rta tio n *  A very few o f the  
D elta  w hites had trunks and 6  out o f 47 had cars* four o f  whloh were a t
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xoz
l e a s t  f iv e  y e a rs  old* b u t even in  th is  group T9 par cook o f the  4 7  oases 
rep o rted  no means of tran sp o rta tio n *  H ill  Ho gross use horses and mules 
and horse-draw n v eh ic le s  more than  any o ther o f  th e  fou r major a rea  and 
ra sa  groups* S ight o f  the  20 re n te rs  had th is*  and 10 had none* Sixty* 
to o  p e r  s e n t o f the  54 owners had th is  means, and 18 p e r oent had none* 
se  only  o n e - f if th  had e a rs  or truoks* H ill  w hites were more l ik e ly  to  
hare  e a rs  or trunks th an  th e  Hegroes and were le s s  l ik e ly  to  be w ithout 
any fo m , but s t i l l  one-fourth  of th e  re n te rs  and almost o n e -s ix th  of 
th e  owners had none* Taking a l l  groups* fa m  and n o n -fa ra , making up 
th e  545 fa m ilie s , 51 pe r oent of the D elta  Degrees, 48 p e r sen t o f  the  
D elta  w h ites , 59 p e r  een t o f the H ill  Negroes and 26 p e r sen t of the 
ffl.ll w h ites had no fo ra  o f tran sp o rta tio n *  The non-fam  taken sep ara te ly  
were w ithout tra n s p o r ta tio n  more frequen tly  than  farm ers except in  th e  
ease o f  D elta  whites*
The adequacy of tra n s p o r ta tio n  f a c i l i t i e s  can be sa id  to  vary by 
ra c e , a rea  and tenure  deoidedly , end the h igher farm ers are on th e  
tenu re  lad d e r, the  nore adequate those f a c i l i t i e s  sees to  be*
goads 1b r  Farmers 
goads d i f f e r  considerab ly  in  the two a re a s , and the question  of 
adequacy depends upon mom than  th e  r a t io  of m iles of improved roads 
to  th e  t o t a l  a re a  of the  p a rish es or to  the number o f fam ilie s  using 
them* One of the c h ie f  f a c to r s ,  as in*the case of fam ily oars, Is  the 
p a tte rn  o f settlem ent*  I t  would take a much g rea te r  m ileage to serve 
St* Helena farm ers than  th o se  of Tensas beeause of the sc a tte re d  farm­
s te ad  type o f  se ttlem ent in  th e  former and th e  p la n ta tio n  in  the other* 
Another im portant f a s t  to o , i s  the  r a c ia l  segregation  which has developed
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i a  th e  lo c a tio n  o f fo m *  in  St* Helena waking i t  p o s s ib le , in  response 
to  p o l i t i c o !  p re s su re , to  bu ild  rood* th r o n g  white arooa and to  n e g le c t 
tboao rood* which p rim a rily  serve Begroes* This same cond ition  i s  not 
e n t i r e ly  lade lag  i n  T eases, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  tha  seoond word where tho 
now ground s e t t lo r *  hovo lo c a te d , but in  moat oases, the roods which 
servo the white p la n te r  w il l  servo th e  white ten an ts  and the Begroes o f  
o i l  ten u re  c lasses*
Inform ation obtained  on roads fo r fanners i s  given in  Table XXXIII* 
The rood* ore  c la s s i f ie d  os hard su rface , graded g rav e l, graded d i r t ,  end 
ungraded d i r t ,  and one i s  considered access ib le  i f  le s s  than one-fourth  
of a  n i l s  from the  f a m  house*
Beads fo r w hites a re  superio r and o lo se r to then  than  fo r  Begroes 
in  th e  K il l  area* D ifferences by ten u re  c la ss  th e re  fo r  w hites are ne t 
so pronounced, b u t two may be mentioned: Renters tend to  l iv e  f a r th e r
from the hard su rface  when th is  is  the n e a re s t road , and tw ice as high 
p roportion  l iv e  on graded d i r t  roads* This in d ic a te s  th a t  the 1 and-owner 
determ ines to  a g rea t ex ten t the type of road the ten an t w il l  have* This, 
of c o a rse , i s  le s s  o ften  the  cose in  th e  H il ls  than  i t  is  in  the  Delta* 
D ifferences among the tenure  c la sse s  of H ill  Negroes are  not g re a t, 
and the d iffe ren ces  r e  ' emphasise  the r e la t io n  of race to  road improve- 
next* Owners a c tu a lly  have poorer roads or l iv e  fa r th e r  from hard su rface  
and graded g ravel roads than  is  true  of ren te rs*  The reasons fo r  t h i s  a re  
f a i r l y  obvious* Hegro re n te rs  are  more l ik e ly  to  be liv in g  on fam e and 
i a  houses belonging to  w hites who are in  a b e t te r  p o s itio n  to  demand im­
proved roads* Then, to o , Begroes buy land from w hites who are  l ik e ly  to  
s e l l  them th a t  which i s  le s s  a c c e ss ib le  to  good reads*
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In  the Delta# d if fe re n c e s  between races  a re  observable b u t not 
pronounced# th e  only s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  being th a t  between w hite end 
Segra f a r e  owners* As in  the H il l  area  Hegro ten an ts  a re  more l ik e ly  to  
be lo ca te d  on improved gravel or hard  su rface  roads than  Hegro owners» 
s ince  u su a lly  the  former l iv e  on p roperty  belonging to whites*
Fam  Management
Farming p ra c tic e s  in  the H il ls  o f St* Helena, in  a g re a t many
re sp ec ts  are  q u ite  s im ila r  today to  those o f  a  h a lf  century  ago* As one
experiment s ta t io n  a s s is ta n t  in  the  D elta  who form erly had liv ed  in  a
S i l l  a re a  commented, "They s t i l l  use a 'G eorgia stock* and a *Gee~Whis9*
fo r  most operations*  The Georgia stock is  a  sing le -ho rse  plowing frame
which perm its the use o f a v a r ie ty  of attachm ents to  th e  fo o t p iece as
occasion demands* Diamond points#  b u ll tongues# and sweeps o f various
s iz e s  oan be used by the simple p rocess o f tak ing  o f f  one hut to  re le a se
one plow and rep lac ing  i t  to  secure a aeoond* The Gee-Whit i s  a  one-horse
walking c u ltiv a to r*  Owners end ten an ts  of both races  use th ese  as the
p r in c ip a l types o f plows* Only along the .Amite r iv e r  where there  a re  a  
la rg e
t& gfholdings does one fin d  an occasional t r a c to r  or a r id in g  gang plow*
In  the Delta# farming has taken on many of the c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f 
in d u s tr ia l  production* Hiding and walking gang plows p u lled  by t r a c to r s  
or by two# four or s ix  la rg e  mules do most of the heavy plowing and give 
th e  im pression of mass production* Double row ^planters and c u lt iv a to rs  
c a rry  on th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  jobs* Then the  p lanes f ly in g  through th e  a i r  
dust poison on the  cotton* The small cropper fam e  ju s t  d o n 't  e x is t  
during breaking season and when co tto n  i s  being dusted with th e  poison*
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The cropper nay no t Have h is spec ia l acreage designated  u n t i l  p la n tin g
Is over, and when the  co tto n  i s  dusted by the  plane* each oropper Is
charged by the acre  fo r  the Job someone e ls e  performs* The management
af th ese  a c t  i r i t i s  s In  the production  of c o tto n  i s  com pletely out of
the  hands o f th e  in d iv id u a l opera to r on the big  cropper-operated  plan*
ta t io n .  R enters th e re  vary a g re a t dqal in  the  e x te n t to  which th e y
manage t h e i r  in d iv id u a l o p e ra tio n s . Many do th e i r  cam work from s t a r t
t e  f in ish *  and when th i s  i s  dox» * th e  use of mass methods o f  mechanised
w ort Is  no t n e a rly  as g rea t*  I t  may tab s  more man hours to  do a l l  the
work* but the monetary c o s t to  the operator is  minimised* and th e  se rv ices
16o f  h i s  e n tir e  household may be u til is e d *
I t  is  o ften  said* and th e re  is  ample evidence to  su b s ta n tia te  the 
a sse rtio n *  th a t  the H ill  fa m e r  who needs a s o i l  improvement program 
does no t have one* and th a t the  Delta p la n te r  who already has produc­
t iv e  s o l i  1 b mush more c a re fu l to  ro ta te  h is  crops* use proper drainage# 
and to  p la n t s o i l  bu ild ing  crops a f te r  the  exhaustive e f fe c ts  of cotton* 
This c o n tra s t  in  p ra c tic e  i s  seen in  the two a re a s  studied* and informed 
persons not engaged in  farming sa id  th is  was the case* An e f f ic ie n t  
experiment s ta t io n  d lre e tc r  in  Tensas i s  c o n s tan tly  a t  work on the prob­
lems of o e tto n  production , and s o i l  improvement rece ives a g rea t deal 
o f a tten tio n *  He fin d s  th a t  the p la n te rs  are ready to  make use of any
a  thorough th e o re tic a l  d iscussion  o f the im plica tions of 
m echanisation in  the  South* see B* 0* Williams* "The Impact of Meohanl- 
x a tlo n  o f A gricu ltu re  on th e  Ram  Population of the South#*1 Rural Socle- 
logr* IT (September* 1939)* 301-311* The d iscussions follow ing KrV Wil­
liam s* paper by E* P. Crome and M argaret Jaraon Hsygood throw fu r th e r  
l ig h t  on the problem*
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v n f a l  l 2k f« n ttio &  which he can make av a ilab le*  Whan tho p la n te rs  
adapt th ese  p ra c tic e s  th ey  a re  au to m atica lly  adopted by oroppera and 
aerne o f  th e  re n te r* . Steal 1 owners and independent ran t ora appear no t 
to  seek snob a ss is ta n c e  ao read ily *
The same r a le  a p p lie s  to  in s  a c t  c o n tro l which has reached i t s  g re a t­
e s t  p e rfe c tio n  in  tb s  system atic poisoning of w eevils by means of the 
p leas on the b ig  D elta  e e tto n  fam e* In  th e  H i l l s  th i s  i s  not done*
There i s  o f te n  ansa e f f o r t  to  k i l l  th e  undeveloped la rv a e , b u t the  sun 
dees n e s t  of t h i s  where the  small p le a ts  o f f e r  them too  l i t t l e  shade* 
Besides the  experim ent s ta t io n  o f the D elta  eaoh o f the  p a rish es  
has i t s  eounty agen t and hone dem onstration agent, and the  sample farm 
fa m ilie s  mere asked to  re p o r t  any con tac t w ith th ese  o f f i c i a l s .  These 
d a ta  a re  g iven  in  Table XXXTf, by a rea , race  and te n u re .
A ll B e lts  w hite owners and ra n te rs  made use of th e se  se rv ic e s , but 
the  oroppers and lab o re rs  used than  very l i t t l e ,  e sp e c ia lly  th e  county 
agen t. A pparently fa m  management se rv ice s  were handled through owners 
of th e  len d , and only in d l ie e t ly  in  most ease s , served the needs o f  th e  
oroppera end laborers*  The home dem onstration agent had a s s is te d  a l l  
grasps w ith  such problems as p reserv a tio n  of food, b u t alm ost h a lf  o f 
th ese  oropper end lab o re r fa m ilie s  had not con tacted  e i th e r  agen t.
The D elta  Hegro received  le s s  counsel o r a ss is ta n c e  of these  of­
f i c i a l s  than any o th er major category of fa m  fa m ilie s . Hone o f  them 
repo rted  oent a c ts  w ith the  home dem onstration agent and 74 per cent w ith 
n e ith e r*  S ix ty  per cent o f  the  owners, however, had contacted the eounty 
agen t, and so had 29*4 p e r oen t o f  the  ren te rs*
Za th e  H ill  a re a  the  s to ry  was d if fe re n t  in  two or th ree  resp e c ts .
xm znxir
m aaS A S & i o f r im w s  s s m r i s a  co h taq ts  w ith  p a rish  fa m
M R  AID BOB DH80BSTRATI0S AOEHT
P opulation  group Coatacted bo th
Farm
agent
only
Hens demonstra­
t io n  agent only Britter
B i l l  HHita 75 18.7 28.0 16.0 56*0
O m m ex 2 1 . 8 29.5 16.4 82.8
Santera 12 8.5 25.0 16.7 60.0
Croppers and lab o re rs^ 2 — — w ane 50.0
B i l l  Hegro 65 — 50.6 — 49*2
Owners 54 — 70.6 — 29.4
S an tera 2 0 40.0 . — 60.0
Croppers m d  labo rera 1 1 9.1 a r w 90.9
D elta  White 80 55*8 15.0 25.8 27.5
Qesers 19 57.9 42.1 — —
B anters 14 71.4 21.4 7 .1 —
Croppers and lab o re rs 47 1 2 .8 2 . 1 38.5 46.8
D elta  Hegro 59 — 25.9 — 74.1
Denars 15 — 60.0 aw 40.0
Ba&tara 17 — 29.4 a w es 70.6
Croppers and lab o re rs 29 — 5.8 — 96.2
*0b. H i l l  A i t *  oropp*r had so  eo a tao t u i th  farm agant and gave no in *  
f  onset!on  on hone dem onstration agent •
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7 h ir«  « u  no t n e a rly  to  much d iffe ren c e  between races  in  th e  c o n ta c ts  
rep o rted  w ith  th e  c o u n ty  ag en t, end d i f  ferences among tenure  c la s se s  
were l e s s  pronounced* . A pparently the  home dem onstration agent does n o t 
work w ith  Vegre fa m ilie s  in  th a t  community e i t h e r ,  s i  nee n o t one fam ily 
rep o rted  sueh a  con test*  Compared w ith th e  D elta , the  H il l  w hite owners 
and re n te rs  were aaoh le s s  l ik e ly  to  a v a i l  them selves o f e i th e r  o f these  
se rv ices*
Fern C red it Agencies
Over h a lf  o f a l l  fb u r m ajor groups of fa m e rs  rep o rted  no eon taets
w ith  the Bssettl<m ent Adalni s t r a t i  on, Farm S e c u rity , Fam  C red it Adminis-
t r a i l  on or t b  F a n  Lend Bank (Table XXXV)* D elta  Negroes were l e a s t
ITl ik e ly  to  have had saeh c o n ta c t, and H il l  Negroes were most lik e ly *
V hltes e f  th e  H il ls  bad a  h igher r a te  of co n tac t w ith  th e se  agencies 
then  th o se  of the  Delta* Almost none had contacted  both types o f  
agencies*
Among H ill  w h ites , o n e -th ird  o f the  re n te rs  and about h a lf  th a t  
p ro po rtion  o f owners had con tacted  the HA o r F8A, but when both types 
of c r e d i t  agencies were considered  to g e th e r , th e re  was almost no d i f f e r ­
ence between th e se  two ten u re  groups* A pparently the  owner** c o l la te r a l  
made him e l ig ib le  fo r  the  re g u la r  se rv ices  o f the Federal Land Bank, 
while he was considered too  w e ll o f f  to  g e t th e  se rv ices of the  emergency 
o rgan izations*  The r e n te r ’ s case  was j u s t  ex ac tly  the reverse* I t  was
A'Thie d iffe ren c e  can be explained  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  by the f a c t  
th a t  a t  the  tim e th e  schedules were taken , th e re  had been no b ff lc e  of 
the  Be se ttlem en t Ada in is  t r a t io n  or Fam S ecurity  A dm inistration  in  Tensas, 
w hile th e se  agencies had bem  function ing  in  St* Helena*
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I l l
n e t determ ined whether o r  n e t aembera o f a tenu re  d a t a  had changed 
ten u re  since  oon tae t w ith  any agency, so tha a n a ly s is  eannot ha com­
p le te*
Among D elta  leg ro ea , owners were almost th a  only group re p o rtin g  
any e o u tse ts  wilfe those c re d i t  agencies, o n e -th ird  haring  con tacted  the 
PGA. or Pam  Land Saak* Thor a again , c o l la te r a l  must be considered an 
im portant f a c to r  in  tha  d iffe ren c e  between owners and o th e r tenu re  
c lasses*
CH&FTSR VI
t m  is i i fm u L  l s v s l  op n v u r o
In  th e  p rev ious c h ap te r , an attem pt was made to  p resen t compara­
t iv e  economic d a ta  o f  a  general c h a ra c te r  fo r  the  E l l l  and D elta  areas* 
Smphasis mas placed upon t o t a l  and per cap ita .w ea lth  o f 1860 and on 
e th e r  indexes o f  th a t  period* S im ila r da ta  fo r  th e  p resen t period were 
g iven , and to  th e s e , sp e e if io  f a m  equipment item s, tra n s p o r ta tio n  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s is#  o f fa m e , incidence of r e l i e f ,  and a  few o th e r  fa c ts  
were p re sen te d . In  sens in s tan ces  d a ta  covered a l l  people In  the  par-* 
is h e s , w hile o th e r  Items were av a ilab le  fo r  sample fam ilie s  only* Base 
ea£ tenu re  d iffe ren c e s  were stressed*
In  th e  p re sen t chap ter the m a te r ia l le v e l of l iv in g  o f  fam ilie s  as 
revealed  by house and equipment, w ater supply, s a n ita ry  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 
the  live-at-hem e program, w il l  be given . The l iv e  •at-home program w il l  
be emphasised, fo r  i t  i s  be liev ed  th a t one of the fundamental d i f f e r ­
ences among tenu re  c la s se s  and between a reas in  m a te ria l w elfare i s  tbs 
e x ten t t o  which food, c lo th ing  sad fh e l a re  produced a t  home. Since th e  
cash balance a t  th e  end of each season appears to  be extrem ely low fo r 
co tto n  farm ers g e n era lly , o ther items from the  fans fo r  d i r e c t  consump­
t io n  may c o n s titu te  the p r in c ip a l  means by which fundamental needs a re  
supplied* S tud ies which have n eg lec ted  these  items o f  r e a l  Income have 
f a i le d  to  consider fa c to rs  which are  o ften  as Important as money income* 
The p r ie s  of c o tto n  may f a l l  so lew th a t  th e re  w il l  be no margin above 
e a s t  o f product io n , bdb m ilk , eggs, v eg e tab les , f r u i t  and fu e l  would 
continue to  have ju s t  a s  g rea t p o te n t ia l i t i e s  fo r sa tis fy in g  wants even
112
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I f  « v n  to  hava bo r n t e t  n l w  *
F a ilu re  to  u se  comprehensive and un ifom  in d ic es  o f  le v e l o f liv in g  
has re s u lte d  in  a  number o f  re p o r ts  showing extreme lnoonsi s te n e le  »•
Sq m  o f  th e  so have Included the D elta o o tto a  a rs a  and a t  l e a s t  one, by
i
B lair*  has given indexes fear St* Selena and fo r  Tensas parishes*  Hr* 
B la ir  a te s  ante* radio* telephone* and e a te r  in  homes by eh ich  he ds-
4
te  m in e s  the  le v e l  of l iv in g  Index fo r  eaoh of 1*308 oounties • The fa m  
index fo r  St* Selena is  18*0 end fo r  Tensas* 30*0* Among 65 p a rish es  
o f L e a is ic t t  need in  th e  study , the rank in  fa m  index i s  62 fo r  St*
Helena and 40 f a r  Tensas. The non-farm index given i s  8*3 fo r  St* Selena 
end 84*2 fo r  Tensas, the form er ranking s ix ty - th ird  and th e  l a t t e r  twenty- 
eighth*
I t  seems f a i r  t o  say  th a t  to o  rnuoh emphasis may be placed on th e  
item s used by B la ir  as a  b a s is  fo r  determ ining th ese  indexes* While 
they  may be u se fu l in  comparing coun ties w ith in  regions -that a re  n e t  n o ted  
by e s s e n t ia l  d iffe ren c e s  in  the  degree o f em om ereialisation, emphasis upon 
a  money economy, and fo ra  o f se ttlem e n t, they have lim ited  v a l id i ty  when 
marked d iffe ren c e s  a  me present* In  Tensas p a rish  there  i s  in d u s tr ia l  
a g r ic u ltu re  and a  d e f in i te  emphasis upon a money economy* These are 
co n s is ten t w ith  expenditu res f o r  rad io  and s im ila r  item s, so o ften
M o rris  M* B la ir , Ind ices of Level of Living fo r  the  T hirteen  
Southern S ta te s  by Count Je a , IsSZT* feociaT Science Research Counts 11 
BulIT j f  ( S t i l i v a t  a rt Oklahoma A g ricu ltu ra l and Mechanical C ollege, 1959), 
H r. B la ir  s ta te s  on p* 6  t h a t ,  nSaoh f ig u re  i s  a r e la t iv e ,  having the 
a rith m e tic  mesa of th a t  s e r ie s  f o r  the 1,208 oounties as a Base of 100.* 
The h igher th e  fig u re  th e  h igher the  le v e l of liv ing*  ~
h t e U . ,  Tab I . .  4-13.
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fonpM e s s e n t ia l  lay urban fam ilies*  On tha o th e r hand form o f  s e t t l e ­
ment somewhat approaches ths v i l la g e  typo , tending  to  minimize the a n d  
f o r  an  autom obile* Another f a c to r  which a f f e c t  a th e  number of earn  de­
manded in  th e  o rg an isa tio n  of economic l i f e  and tra n s p o rta tio n  In  th e  
Baiba* The p la n ta t io n  s to re  prevents many t r i p s  to  town, and th e  co tton  
i s  e a r r ie d  to  th e  g in  and market by th e  landlord* A truck  or bus can 
be made a v a ila b le  fo r a g ran t number o f  passengers a t  one tim e g re a tly  
reducing the need fo r  ind iv idual or fam ily  oars* T his p la n ta tio n  fo ra  
of se ttlem en t o fte n  exaggerates th e  le v e l o f liv in g  when measured by 
te lephones, piped w ater o r  e le e t r l e  l ig h t s ,  fo r  i t  i s  rnuoh le s s  expensive 
to  i n s t a l l  and m ain tain  then there* The H il l  owner th e re fo re  w ill  spend 
h is  money fo r  o th e r items* Then to o , on the  p la n ta tio n  where farm ers 
g en era lly  l iv e  l a  houses belonging to  the lan d lo rd , i t  i s  th e  owner*s 
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  pay fo r  p iped w ater or fo r  e le e t r ie  lig jbt in s ta l l s *  
t io a ,  while o th e r  items a re  paid  fo r  by th e  in d iv id u a l consumer* In  
the H il ls  o f  St* Helena w ith the extrem ely d ispersed  form of se ttlem en t, 
the  o rgan iza tion  of economic l i f e  p rim arily  around th e  sm all fam ily farm , 
the  t r a d i t io n  of pronounced ind iv idua lism , and emphasis upon a  subsistence 
economy, one may expect to  f in d  a  r e la t iv e ly  g rea te r per cen t owalng auto* 
m obiles sod a  sm aller p roportion  having te lephones, e le e t r le  l ig h ts  and 
perhaps radios* In  o ther words the incidence of these  item s could hard ly  
be r e l ie d  upon to  measure le v e ls  o f liv in g  in  term s of to ta l  goods mad 
serv ices*  Another reason fo r questioning the v a l id i ty  of th is  index i s  
th a t  when we eo^pare i t  with the find ings of two o ther in v e s tig a to rs , 
the  r e s u l ts  a re  very in c o n s is te n t . In one o f  these  by L ively  and Tauber,*
®C* £• L ively  and Conrad Tauber, Rural M igration in  th e  United S tates*  
W. P . A* Research Monograph XIX (Washington* dovem inen tP rin ting  O ffloe 
pp. 166-167. The h igher th e  index f ig u re , th e  h igher the le v e l o f liv ing*  
Of co u rse , given f ig u re s  by d if f e r e n t  in v e s tig a to rs  a re  not s t r i c t l y  com­parable*  *
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B is w ^ a lM  co tto n  coun ties  were given ra t in g s  from 1 to  99* Hlae w ith  
n f y  low le v e ls  o f  l iv in g  wwro below 10, Tensas*# Index boing 8 * Of 
e ig h t to o l  s i ana oo tton  h o l t  ooun ties, with indexes ranging from 8  to  70, 
th a t  fo r  Tonsas was lowest* Supporting th is  lower index Is  the  s ta ts *  
most o f Haagus t h a t  * the r u r a l - f a m  plans of l iv in g  i s  l o w  ( in  th s  
M t t )  th an  l a  any o th e r rn jo r  reg io n ." 4
Bata being presen ted  in  th i s  s tu ty  a re  no t conclusive , bu t they  are  
supplementazy,  sad I t  i s  be lieved  th a t  they  take  in to  account an o ften  
neg lected  bu t extrem ely im portant fa c to r  in  th e  live-at-hem e program, In  
a d d itio n  to  some o f  the  moans commonly used items*
House and Equipment
Table XXX71 gives th s  percentage d is t r ib u t io n  of sample fam ilie s  by 
um ber ef rooms i n  house, by a re a , race and tenure o f fanners and a lso  
t h a t  fo r n en -fan t fam ilies*  I t  i s  immediately apparent th a t  the g re a te s t  
c o n tra s t  among farm ers i s  th a t p resented  by D elta w hite owners and D elta 
Segro non-owners. These l a t t e r  a re  most o ften  liv in g  on the  p lan ta tio n s  
o f  those w hits owners* and the c o n tra s t emphasises the height o f th s  
eeemomie and so c ia l pyramid in  the D elta . D elta owners have largo  
bouses mush mere o ften  than  th s  non-farm and th e  c o n tra s t w ith o ther 
fam  te n o rs  c la s se s  is  even g re a te r . I t  i s  in te re s tin g  to  note th a t  
a  s l ig h t ly  h igher per cen t o f  D elta white re n te rs  have houses with e ig h t 
or nore  rooms than  i s  t ru e  of H il l  owners, though when houses of s ix  o r 
so re  rooms a re  considered , a  h igher p ropo rtion  of H ill owners than  of
4A . H .  Umgu«. Rnral 8»£lop« o f  tha  fo lt» d  W. P. A. SpaeltX
Report (Tashingtonx Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 1940}, p* 22.
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D elta  r « ^ « n  ease l a  th a t  group. Negroes o f the  H ills  more o ften  than  
th o s e  o f  th e  B e lla  have la rg e  houses* This i s  p a rticu la rly -  tru e  fo r  
ow n ers, and th e s e  D e lta  N egro owners a re  much more l ik e ly  th an  H ill  
ow ners to  have v e r y  small houses*
Tenure d iffe re n c e s  a re  im portant and f a i r l y  c o n s is te n t in  eaoh 
major a rea  and race  category* The only oase where a la rg e r  p roportion  
o f  a  lower than  o f a  h igher tenu re  c la s s  have very small houses i s  th a t  
o f  H il l  Degrees* Croppers and lab o re rs  appear to  have la rg e r  houses 
than re n te rs  fo r  th is  group* There were th re e  one-room houses* a l l  in  
th e  Delta* One was th a t  o f  a D elta Negro r e n te r ,  and D elta w hite crop­
p e rs  liv e d  in  th e  o th er two*
In  both  a reas  and fo r  eaoh race  non-farm fam ilie s  were more l ik e ly  
to  l iv e  In  very  sm all houses than  farm owners* but n o t so l ik e ly  as non- 
earning farm fam ilies*  The same could be sa id  in  the D elta regarding 
very la rg e  houses fo r non-fam  w h ites , b u t in  the H i l ls ,  the  non-farm 
w hites were mere l ik e ly  to  have very la rg e  houses than  any farm group*
7
Data on th re e  commonly used item s o f household equipment, bought 
broom, mashing machine and k itchen  s in k , a re  presen ted  in  Table XXX7II. 
H ill  Begrees were more l ik e ly  to  have none o f  these  item s than any o th e r 
group* and even among them th e re  was a decided d iffe ren ce  between owners 
sad non-owners* Non-owners were th ree  tim es as l ik e ly  to  have none o f  
them* Bo H ill Negro had a washing machine o r a k itchen s in k , and one- 
fo u rth  did not have an ord inary  bought broom* I t  i s  ra th e r  common in  
the H ills  fo r  Begrees, and n o t so ra re  fo r  w hite farm fam ilie s  to  make 
brpesur out of t a l l  g rass  c a lle d  broom straw* Among D elta  Negroes, only 
th re e  of 79 fa m ilie s  had nose o f th e  th re e  items* One was an owner and
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two were ren te rs*  so croppers sad lab o re rs  in  th is  case were le s s  l ik e ly  
to  ho w ithout tb s broom. However, one o f  IS owners* and four out of 
21  aon -fam  fa m ilie s  wore the only ones haring  a  sink  or a washing 
machine* so the tenure  d iffe ren ce  remains important*
D elta  w hites were more l ik e ly  to  possess these  items than H ill  
whites* hu t when a l l  farm and non-farm wore considered together* the 
d iffe ren c e  was very s lig h t*  When only farm owners a re  considered* th e  
d iffe ren c e  in  fav o r of the D elta  i s  very great* which ra th e r  in d ic a te s  
th a t  D elta  owner* a re  b e t te r  equipped than  H il l  owners* bu t th a t  the  
H il l  owners* who c o n s t itu te  80 per cent of the H ill  w hite farmers* are 
some sh a t  b e t te r  equipped than  D elta  non-owners* And* of course* most 
farm ers o f th e  D elta  a re  no t owners*
Tenure d iffe ren c e s  are not g rea t among H ill  whites* though in  th e  
D elta very sharp ten u re  d iffe ren c e s  among w hites are apparen t.
Table HXVIII contains d a ta  on th re e  ad d itio n a l household items* 
le e  bon* r e f r ig e ra to r  and sewing machine* I t  is  assumed th a t  the re ­
f r ig e r a to r  g ives somewhat g re a te r  p re s tig e  than the ic e  box* and the 
sewing machine may be said to  be more of a measure o f a subsistence 
economy*
Again* the H il l  Negroes a re  most l ik e ly  to  have none of these items* 
followed by D elta Negroes* 38 per cent o f wham have none* For whites* 
one-fourth  of the D elta  fam ilie s  and one-tenth  of the H ill  have none*
The sewing machine i s  the most common item in  every group In  both areas* 
However* D elta  owners re p o rt r e f r ig e ra to r s  alm ost as often add were muoh 
more l ik e ly  to  do so th an  any o ther group* Even th e  Delta non-faxm 
fa m ilie s  a re  no t so l ik e ly  to  have re f r ig e ra to r s  as th e  D elta fa m  owners*
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mD elta  w hite owners a re  more l ik e ly  to  have r e f r ig e ra to r s  than  th e  B i l l  
w hite owners a re  to  hare e i th e r  a r e f r ig e ra to r  o r an ioe box*
Again* a t te n t io n  mast be c a lle d  to  the  fa o t th a t  owners c o n s titu te  
only a  awry s n a i l  p e r east (15*3 in  1930 and 32*7 in  1940) o f the white 
farm ers o f Tensas parish* so one must not p lace too  much emphasis upon 
th i s  one group* A ctually  when w hite farm ers of the two a reas  are  com­
pared* to  a  g re a t ex ten t H il l  owners are  being compared w ith D elta  non- 
om ers* and then  the seaming D elta  advantage i s  com pletely lo st*  IBith 
Hegrees too* th e re  i s  danger of fo rg e ttin g  the r e la t iv e  p roportion  of 
owners in  th e  two areas* For Tens as i t  was very low (2*4 per cen t in  
1930 and 9*0 p e r cen t in  1949)* w hile in  St* Helena i t  was r e la t iv e ly  
high (30*4 per cent In  1930 and 44*5 per cent in  1940)*
Sane tenure  d iffe re n c e s  are  in te re s tin g *  ^ h ile  D elta  white farm 
owners have re f r ig e ra to rs*  re n te rs  th e re  have ic e  boxes* and only one- 
f i f t h  of the croppers and lab o re rs  have e ith e r*  D elta Negroes and both 
races in  tbs H il ls  show le s s  sharp ly  defined tenure  d ifferences*
D elta  Negro re n te rs  are more l ik e ly  to  possess a t  le a s t  one of 
th e  th re e  items than white croppers and laborers*  in d ic a tin g  th a t  tenure 
d iffe re n c e s  in  the  D elta are  more im portant than race d iffe ren ces  enoqg 
non—owner fam ilie s  a t  l e a s t  in  the possession  of items of household 
equipment*
Radio and telephone* which are so o ften  used as indexes of le v e l o f 
liv ing*  a re  presented  in  Table XXXIX* Ho farm ers except 6*5 per cent o f 
the H ill  owners and 8 6 * 8  per een t of the D elta  owners have telephones*
The d iffe ren ce  between these two groups may be explained p a r t ly  by the  
fo o t th a t  i t  i s  f a r  more expensive to  i n s t a l l  telephones on th e  H ill  than
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on the D elta  t i n t ,  The D elta owners e re  more l ik e ly  to  have rad ios 
also* b u t the  d iffe re n c e  is  no t so groat* Hero again* the  g re a te r  ac­
c e s s ib i l i ty  end h ig h er incidence in  farm homes of e le e tr le  power* may 
he lp  e x p la in  th s f a c t  o f a  h ig h er per cen t of radios* The complete 
absence o f  telephones eren  in  tha non-farm homes* p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f  
whom were re s id e n ts  of th e  p a r ish  se a t in  St* Helena* makes i t  c le a r  
th a t  th is  convenience was very  ra re  in  the  parish*
H eith sr te lephone nor rad io  was repo rted  by SO per oent o f ths H ill  
whites* 94 p e r oent o f  th e  H ill  Hegroes* 56 pe r oen t o f  the  D elta  whites* 
m l  72 p e r oen t o f the  D elta  Hegroes* In  the  D elta  the  non-fazm fa m ilie s  , 
tended to  r a i s e  the p e r cent of a l l  fam ilie s  having these  two items*
This was e sp e c ia lly  tru e  of whites*
Tenure d iffe re n c e s  were pronounced generally* only one major group* 
th a t  o f D elta  Begrees showing a  s l ig h t  incons la tency  fo r owners and 
ren te rs*  The most pronounced tenure  d iffe ren c e s  as in  many o th e r  item s 
were seen among D elta  w hite fanners* Croppers and lab o re rs  were more 
than  f iv e  tim es as l ik e ly  as owners to  have n e ith e r  o f th ese  items*
The p r in c ip a l  source o f a r t i f i c i a l  l ig h t  was determined and o la s -  
s t f i e d  under four ty p es ; e l e c t r i c i t y ,  gaso line  lamps, kerosene lamps* 
and the  dldddin* a  sp e c ia l kerosene reading lamp* The d a ta  by area* 
rase* ten u re  sod residence a re  given in  Table XL*
The kerosene lamp i s  used as the  p r in c ip a l method o f l ig h tin g  by 
more th an  TO p er o ast o f each o f  the  fou r m ajor groups* and i t  i s  the 
exclusive source o f l ig h t  fo r  H ill  Hegroes* A s l ig h t ly  h igher p er oent 
o f D elta  Hegroes th an  H ill  w hites had e le c tr ic i ty *  The non-fam  w hites 
in  the Delta* p rim arily  because of th e  oomparative s is e  o f the town* 
repo rted  the h ig h est p e r cen t o f  homes w ith  e le o tr ie ity *
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I t  seems lo g ic a l  t o  conolude th a t  d iffe re n c e s  In  tho  lik e lih o o d  o f 
e l e c t r i c i t y  being need by in d iv id u a l fa m  o r non-fam  fam ilie s  o f  two 
a reas i s  so  dependant up on i t s  a c c e s s ib i l i ty  th a t  i t s  inoldenoe may n o t 
bo so va luab le  a s  aa indsn of general plane o f liv ing*  Tenure differ-* 
e se e s , however, were in  evidonee* fixeept in  the ease of H il l  w hites where 
one r o s te r  and one earner had e l e c t r i c i t y ,  eaoh lower tenure c la s s  was lo s s  
l ik e ly  to  have e l e c t r i c i t y  than  the  tenu re  c la s s  immediately above i t*
Water Supply
Table XL1 p re sen ts  th e  c h ie f  source o f water* Except fo r  D elta  White 
earners, alm ost t h r e e - f i f th s  o f whom had running w ater in  th e  house, th e  
p r in c ip a l type o f  w ater supply fo r farm fam ilie s  was th e  hand pump in  th s 
D elta  and th e  w ell and bucket In  th e  H ills*  Many fam ilie s  had no p r iv a te  
seurme of w ater supply , and w hile t h i s  was most common fo r  th e  B i l l  
B egrees, where SS p e r oent had none, s ix  p e r cent of th e  H il l  w h ites ,
9*5 p e r cen t o f  th e  D elta w h ite s , and 7*5 per cent o f th s  D elta  Hegroes 
had no supply except t o  c a rry  i t  from some neighbor or from some stream* 
The a re a  d iffe re n c e s  In  w ater supply fo r farm ers, except f o r  D elta  owners, 
appears t o  be explained through the conform ity to  a t r a d i t io n a l  p a tte rn  
in  each a re a , and perhaps ad ju sted  somewhat to  geographical d ifferences*  
The on ly  people who expressed any ooneem over the  w ater supply were a 
few non-owning w h ites in  the  D elta  who had m igrated from the H ills*  Die- 
s a t is f a c t io n  in  such eases appeared to  be due p rim arily  to  ohaqge in  
w ater supply and q u a lity  which they  found neaesaaiy to  accept*
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S an ita ry  F a c i l i ty  
E valuating  types o f t o i l a t s  used fo r  d isposa l o f human waste in ­
vo lves the question* of modesty, o f h e a l th , and o f  convenience* The 
h e a lth  e o n sid e ra tio n  as n a i l  as th a t  of modesty may depend somewhat 
open th e  degree o f is o la t io n  o f  fa m  homes* While g e n e ra lly  i t  is  
as stated th a t  the presence of any type of t o i l e t —even & f i l t h y ,  fly *  
b reed ing , unimproved sereen  w ith no means of d isp o sa l—is  b e t te r  than  
none, i t  i s  extrem ely doubtfu l th a t  medloal experts  would agree w ith  
th a t  p o sitio n *  C e rta in ly  th e  accum ulation of any organic waste in  one 
p lace  n e a r  Idle house p reven ts the  n e u tra lis in g  e f fe c ts  o f  sun and r a in  
and provides a  b e t t e r  breeding p lace  fo r  f l i e s  than i f  the members o f  
th e  fam ily  need th e  wood-let or th s  f ie ld *  So un less a s a n ita ry  t o i l e t  
i s  used o r a  modem indoor f lu sh  t o i l e t ,  th e  su p e r io r ity  o f  th e  unim­
proved t o i l e t  over none a t  e l l  i s  assumed to  be non-ex isten t*  Of course 
the qua s t i  oss o f  modesty fo r both sexes and o f convenience a re  s t i l l  in ­
volved* D ifferences between th e  f a c i l i t i e s  of the H ill  and D elta Hegroes 
probably r e f lo a t  tb s  d iffe ren ce  in  degree o f physica l i s o la t io n  more then  
any attem pt to  co n sid er e i th e r  h ea lth  o r convenience.
The d a ta  c o lle c te d  a re  p resen ted  in  fa b le  XLXX* I t  is  Immediately 
apparent th a t  D elta  owners a re  the  only  group o f fanners who have indoor 
to i l e t s *  65 per sen t of th a t  group rep o rtin g  th i s  type of f a c i l i ty *  Only 
th re e  o f  56 H il l  w hite farm ers rep o rted  the  indoor ty p e , and none were 
rep o rted  by f a m  Hegroes in  e i th e r  area*
Ho t o i l e t  was provided fo r  some fam ilie s  in  every major group* I t  
was meet cowmen among H il l  Hegroes, in  which group almost o n e -f if th  had 
none, end occurred i n  about 4  per oent of the oases In th e  th ree  o th er
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no im portant d if fe re n c e s  appearing . Tenure d iffe re n c e s , how* 
ev er, were pronounced among H il l  Hegroes. Only 6  per cent of the owners 
were w ithou t some form o f  t o i l e t ,  while 50 per oent of the  re n te rs  and 
96 per oent o f  the cropper a and lab o re rs  had none. In the B i l l s  where 
th e  in d iv id u a l fam ily  was more l ik e ly  to  he responsib le  fo r  the type 
o f  t o i l e t ,  earners had th e  sa n ita ry  outdoor type more freq u en tly  than 
r e n te r s ,  but in  the D elta  where the landowner mus t  da te  m ine  the  type 
o f c o n s tru c tio n , re n te rs  eannot compare w ith owners, but they a re  more 
l ik e ly  to have th e  improved type of t o i l e t  than th e  H ill  r e n te r .  Tory 
few landowners in  tha H il ls  make a business of re n tin g  land and farm 
houses as the  p r in e ip a l  source o f income. A considerab ly  high proper* 
t io n  o f  the  re n te rs  today a re  on abandoned fam ily farm steads o r  a re  
re n tin g  from a farm er who happens to  have one e x tra  cabin  and a  few 
e x tra  so res  o f lan d .
The Live-et-HiQpe Program 
One of th e  most im portant p rov isions fo r  food in  a  live-at-ham e 
program i s  g en era lly  conceded to  be d a iry  p ro d u cts . I t  i s  considered 
e s p e c ia lly  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th is  study, beeause tenure d iffe ren c e s  a re  
always proaowneed in  th e  D elta  and u su a lly  re a d ily  apparent In  the  H ill  
co tto n  a re a s . There is  no way to  measure the ex tent to  which th e se  
produets supply needed food, but even the  possession  o f m ilk cows and 
beef c a t t l e  in d ic a te  the production  a t  home o f  e s s e n t ia l  item s of food. 
Ths d a ta  on th e se  two items a re  given in  Table XLIII.
Ths r e la t io n  of ownership o f land to  the  possession  of cows i s  
p o s it iv e  and c o n s is te n t . The only owner group which re p o rts  e a t t le  le s s
130
TABLE 22,1X1
RBCOtftfiS CP FaBMSKS reporting hilk  cons and beef cattxjs
_ _ ^  Nusiber Non* H ilk  oows Beef o a t t le
Population  groap o u > ,  only  and m ilk oow.
m il  I h l t e 75 5.5 52.0 42.7
Owners 61 1 .6 65.7 42.6
R enters 12 16.6 33.5 50.0
Croppers end lab o re rs 2 50.0 50.0 —
H ill  Negro 65 26.1 56.9 36.9
Owners 54 5.9 32.4 61.8
R euters 2 0 40.0 45.0 16.0
Croppers end lab o re rs 11 65.6 56.4 «ees
B e lts  Nhite 80 28.8 83.8 7 .3
Owner8 19 15.8 52. 6 31.6
R enters 14 7.1 92.6 —
Croppers end lab o re rs 47 40.4 59.6 —
B e lts  Negro 57 40.5 36.9 2 2 .8
Owners 14 7.1 42.9 50.0
Renters 17 17.6 47.1 56.5
Croppers sad lab o re rs 26 73.1 26.9 —
a
in
fre q u e n tly  them re n te rs  i s  th s  D elta  sh i ts *  In  th is  case th s  co tto n  
p la n te r  f in d s  i t  inconvenient to  provide pastu re  and p re fe rs  to  buy 
m ilk  fo r  h i s  family* th en  too  the r e n te r  i s  a  s i  g ran t from th e  H il ls  
shore su b tle  te n se  fanning has inoluded the  production  o f  milk* Two- 
f i f t h s  o f  th e  D elta  s h i t e  eroppera and laborers*  however, produce no 
m ilk  o r beef* and th e  reason  most o ften  given I s  th a t  they  have no p lane 
to  keep a  sew* Over th r e e - f i f th s  o f  th e  H il l  Hegro croppers and laborers#  
end alm ost th re e - fo u r th s  o f those  of the D elta produce no m ilk  o r  beef* 
Vben one c lo s e ly  observes th e  system of farming In  th e  Delta* some of 
th e  reasons fo r  croppers and laborers*  shit®  and Hegro* having no n e t t l e  
sen  be seen* A ll open land i s  wanted fo r  crops* end i t  i s  common fo r 
the  rows of c o tto n  and corn to  run w ith in  a  few fe e t  of the  cabins*
The no-fence law of Tensas p a rish  fo rce s  an owner to  keep h is  c a t t le  
in  a  pasture*  and croppers and lab o re rs  have no pastu res*  A Veiy few 
a re  seen s tak in g  news so a r the  cabins which pens i t s  a  lim ite d  amount 
o f p as tu rin g  d u r in g  spring  and summer. Another e s se n tia l  reason fo r  
no o a t t l e  i s  the d i f f ic u l ty  o f moving them from place to  p lace  when 
lo ca tio n s  a re  so tem porary.
The S i l l  owner is  more l ik e ly  to  have m ilk cows than  any o th er 
group studied* He i s  pe raanen tly  located* and he has ( In  S t. Helena) 
am open range which perm its pastu ring  w ithout owning the land or provid­
ing a  fence* Consequently, only one H ill  w hite owner out o f 61 and two 
B i l l  Hegro owners out o f 34 were w ithout m ilk cows*
The most s tr ik in g  tenu re  d iffe ren ce  is  th a t  provided by D elta 
Hegroes* Only one of 14 owners was w ithout m ilk oows while n early  
th ree -fo u rth s  o f  th e  croppers and lab o re rs  had none*
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Z a f o i t t t i t a  was o b ta in e d  on  th e  p roduction  of pork , chickens mad 
garden vegetab les  f o r  hose consumption, and th ese  d a ta  a re  shown in  
Table XLXT*
The 81X1 fam e  re  were more l ik e ly  th an  D elta  farm er a to  hare a l l  
th re e  o f theee sources of food supply . The d iffe ren ce  between raoee 
in  the  H llla  was n e g lig ib le ,  the  Degree* haring  a  s l ig h t ly  h ig ie r  p e r 
cent* D elta w hite farm ers were le s s  l ik e ly  than Hegroes to  hare a l l  
th r e e ,  and the w hite eroppsrs and lab o re rs  in  the  D elta  had a l l  th re e  
lo se  than  any o th e r farm tenu re  group of e i th s r  raoe o r area* The D elta
farm H eg ro e s were second from the lowest in  th is  respect*
Chiokens and gardens were more coosum. than hogs, a s  hogs requ ired  
a  sp e c ia l ino lo su re  whioh was not always av a ilab le  in  th s  H i l l s  and 
u su a lly  was no t a v a ila b le  for croppers and lab o re rs  in  the  Delta*
G enerally  th e re  was a  ra th e r  high incidence of a l l  th ese  items# 
and a re a  and race  d iffe ren c e s  were no t so marked* The most no ticeab le  
race  d iffe ren c e  was seen in  the  D elta , where Hegroes appeared to make 
■ore e f f o r t  than w hites to produce hogs, chickens and vegetables*
T en u re d iffe ren c e s  were n e g lig ib le  in  the H i l l s ,  but in  the D elta ,
Begrees in  a  h igher tenure  group were much more l ik e ly  to have hogs,
5chickens and garden than  those in  a lower ten u re  group*
A oheok was made to  see i f  f r u i t  and peoan tr e e s  were growing on
farms* da opera to r was c re d ite d  with th ese  item s when he f e l t  th a t  any
9 8 ince d a ta  on number and q u a lity  were not obtained fo r  ohiokenn 
and hogs, im portant tenure  d iffe ren ces  may be lacking*
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f m i t  o r n u ts  from such t r e e s  would belong to  him* Table XLV contain* 
th ese  data*
5111 w hite farm ers were more l ik e ly  to  hare both kinds of t r e e s  
than any o ih e r  group* and D elta  w hites were le a s t  l ik e ly  to  hare then* 
Negroes occupied a  p o s i t  ion between those  two groups and d if fe re d  only  
s l ig h t ly  between th e  two areas* Owners were muoh more l ik e ly  than non* 
owners t e  b a te  then* though fo r  D elta  w hites the  d iffe ren c e  between 
owners and re n te r s  was eery  small*
I t  was q u ite  common fo r  n e ith e r  o f these  t r e e s  to  be found* p a rtic u ­
l a r ly  in  the  Delta* where over h a lf  th e  w hites and alm ost h a l f  o f  th e  
Kegross had n e ith e r*  H ill  w h ites were l e a s t  l ik e ly  to  be w ithout both 
and th e  B i l l  leg ro  ranked second* N ineteen per cent o f  the  former and 
31 p er e e s t o f  th e  l a t t e r  had ne ither*  Tenure d iffe ren c e s  were pro­
nounced* and possession  of th ese  t r e e s  showed a high  p o s it iv e  c o rre la ­
t io n  with ownership o f  land* Croppers and lab o re rs  g en era lly  did n e t 
have e i th e r  of them*
Table ELVI p resen ts  d a ta  on production and p rese rv a tio n  of meat* 
imosBg w hites t h i s  seems to  be a declin ing  p ra c tic e  fo r  both areas* being 
tru e  fo r  only a l i t t l e  over h a lf  in  both cases* Ninety—fiv e  per cent 
of th e  H il l  Negroes produced and preserved meat* Tenure d iffe ren c e s  were 
mot g rea t and not e n t i r e ly  co n sis ten t • I t  appears th a t owners who have 
b e t te r  f a c i l i t i e s  have abandoned th is  subsis tence  a c t iv i ty ,  and the  
re n te rs  and croppers who lack  f a c i l i t i e s  s t i l l  p lace a g rea t deal of 
importance upon i t  as one of the means of having food* D elta w hite 
ren te rs*  u su a lly  from the H ills* were more l ik e ly  than owners to  produce 
a d  p reserve  meet* The only group w ith a  considerable  per cen t n e ith e r
1SS
TABLE m r
flSRCBTTAGS OF FARMERS REPORTIHG PRBIT AMD PECAB TREES
BuaberPopulation  greop 6&I08
S e ith e r F ru i t
only
Paean
only
F ru it  and 
pecan
H il l  S h ite 76 18.7 13.5 18.7 49.3
Owner# 61 14.8 13.1 16.4 85.7
Renters 12 41.7 8.3 33.5 16.7
Croppers and lab o re rs Z - - 50.0 s e w 50.0
S i l l  ffegro 6 6 30.6 35.4 — 33.8
Om ars 34 1 1 . 8 32.4 — 55.9
R euters 2 0 46.0 60.0 — 6 . 0
Croppers and lab o re rs 11 63.6 18.2 18.2
D elta  S h ite 80 52.6 15.0 13,8 13.8
Owners 19 15.8 16.8 42.1 26.3
te s te r s 14 36.7 36.7 — 28.6
Croppers and lab o re rs 47 72.3 8 .5 6.4 1 2 .8
D elta  fiegro 57 47.4 15.8 1 . 8 36.1
Owners 14 7.1 7.1 7.1 78.6
Heritors 17 47.1 5 .9 w m 47.1
Croppers end lab o re rs 26 69.2 26.9 3.8
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predmeimg nor p rese rv in g  meat were the  D elta  w hite oroppers end 
labo rers*  a  l i t t l e  o re r  one* th ird  o f whan were in  t h i s  category*
Farmers were asked I f  th ey  grew or bought vegetab les and whether 
o r  n o t they  p reserved  them fo r  fu tu re  use* Table XLVII shows th a t  83 
per s e n t  o f th e  B i l l  w h ites , 94 p e r cen t o f th e  B i l l  Be g ro ss , 87 per 
e a s t o f the D elta  w hites and 90 p e r cen t o f  the D elta  Hegroes, grew a l l  
th e  vegetab les they  used and preserved a p a r t  o f them*
Tenure d iffe ren c e s  were no t g re a t ,  but con trary  to  the  fa e ts  found 
fo r f r u i t  t r e e s  and o a t t l e ,  owners were a c tu a lly  le s s  l ik e ly  than non* 
owners to  grow and p reserve th e i r  e n tir e  supply of vegetab les in  every 
ease  except D elta  Hegroes*
F ru it  may be greens, bought, o r in  many eases , a  farm er may ob ta in  
I t  from a  neighbor* The s to ry  i s  to ld  In  d e ta i l  in  Table XLTIXI* though 
the number o f  oases is  sm all fo r  whioh th e  inform ation  was Obtained*
Some f a c t s ,  however, may be observed*
BCgrees do no t buy f r u i t ,  and H ill  w hites do so r a r e ly ,  b u t D elta  
w hites appear to  buy most of th a t  used* Though the H ill  Hegroes who 
have f r u i t  grow i t ,  o n e -th ird  do n e t preserve any* The predominant 
p ra c tic e  rep o rted , however, in  bo th  areas i s  to  preserve some fo r  fu tu re  
use* Owners in  every major category  except D elta  w hites a re  mere l ik e ly  
to  grow f r u i t  than  to o b ta in  i t  in  any o ther manner and are  more l ik e ly  
to  do so  than  o th er tenu re  groups in  the  same race and area*
While no usable ta b u la r  da ta  were ob ta ined , another source of food
‘ V
i s  a v a ila b le  and g e n era lly  used by fa rn e rs  in  the  H ills*  B lackberries 
grow w ild and a re  f a i r l y  abundant in  e a r ly  summer* The custom is  to  
p e n d t  th e  one who g e ts  th e re  f i r s t  to  p ick  tbs b e r r is s  fo r  h im self, 
e sp e c ia lly  where n o t inc lo sed  by fences* Some Hegroes, e sp e c ia lly , p ick
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end w ill  them to  o th e r farm ers or In  town* and housewives look forward 
to  t h i s  opportunity  to  o b ta in  these  h e rr le e  fo r  preserving* Most of 
th e  1 1 1 1  Fern w hites o o lle o t th e i r  own supply , fo r  they  seldom pay 
money fo r  feed  th e y  ean o b ta in  fo r  themselves*
Fuel Supply
JLb in  tbs ease o f w ater and many a r t i c l e s  o f food, farm ers of the 
South g en e ra lly  expect to supply them selves w ith  fuel*  This i s  alm ost 
in v a ria b ly  wood In  the  Southeast* and in  the H i l ls  and D elta  o f Louis!-* 
asa i t  has been th e  predominant p rac tice*  With th e  disappearance o f  
fo re s ts  th e  supply of wood has g re a tly  diminished* and many fam ilies*  
e sp e o ia lly  those  owning no land* oan no longer find  a ready supply oloae 
a t  hand* Sample fam ilie s  were ashed to  re p o rt the p r in c ip a l source o f 
fbel*  s ta t in g  whether or n o t i t  was grown* bought or co llec ted*  or 
whether some combination o f these  th re e  methods provided it*
The answers a re  tab u la te d  and the  percentage d is t r ib u t io n  o f fami­
l i e s  has been p resen ted  in  Table XLXX* The d iffe ren ce  between c o l le c t ­
ing end growing in  a c tu a l p ra c tis e  d i f f e r s  only with re sp ec t to  th e  
seuree* I f  i t  I s  obtained on the fa n n e r 's  own land* i t  i s  grown* bu t 
i f  obtained on some o th e r  p e rso n 's  land* i t  is  co llec ted*  The p ra c tic e  
of talcing anything b a t standing t r e e s  from holdings o f lumber companies 
and o th e r  la rg e  owners in  the  H ills  i s  so common th a t  i t  compares w ith 
le t t in g  c a t t l e  run on the open range* This helps to ex p la in  the d i f ­
ference  between the  p ra c tic e  o f  white and Negro H ill  farmers* Table 
XLXX in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  w hites grow* while the Negroes c o l le c t  fuel*  
b a t th e se  d iffe ren ces  in  answers mean vexy l i t t l e *  D elta  Negroes 
fe llow  much th e  same p rac tice*  baying p r a c t ic a l ly  none o f the t o t a l
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supply*
Dolt a  w hites again  a re  unique in  t h e i r  p r a c t ic e ,  fu r th e r  r e f l e c t ­
ing the  money economy* Only shout o n e - f if th  grow th e i r  supply and th re e -  
ten th*  o o lle o t where i t  la availab le*  Others appear to  buy wood or o il*  
The use of the  kerosene-burning oook stove is  f a i r l y  common among D elta 
co tto n  farm ers now* The white re n te rs  and croppers who have m igrated 
from th e  S i l l s  complain th a t  fu e l is  very d i f f i c u l t  to  obtain* Formerly 
these  people had found l i t t l e  tro u b le  in  th e  H ills  obtain ing wood fo r 
f u e l ,  and feeed w ith  the n ecessity  freq u en tly  to  buy f u e l ,  they consider 
i t  a se rio u s  problem*
Because the  to ta l  economic and so c ia l s i tu a t io n  may d i f f e r  decidedly 
from a re a  to  a re a , and from group to  group, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  fin d  a  
m nber o f  fa c to rs  from which a r e l ia b le  plane of l iv in g  index may be de­
veloped* For th is  reason studen ts  of the problem have found very  ineoa- 
s l s t e r t  re su lts*  The D elta  of Louisiana is  e sp e c ia lly  deceptive to  th e  
in v e s tig a to r  because of the g rea t range in  economic wealth th a t  may be 
found among d if fe re n t  groups In  the population* Among fanners, the  d if ­
ference between seme prosperous p la n te rs  a t  the top of the economic 
sca le  and croppers and lab o re rs  a t  the bottom is  so g rea t th a t  one must 
guard a g a in s t l e t t in g  e i th e r  o f  these  groups become the s te reo type  fo r  
the area*
Between th e  H ills  and the  D elta o f Louisiana such marked d iffe ren ces 
in  the degree of com m ercialization, of re lia n c e  upon a subsistence  eco­
nomy, and the form of se ttlem en t e x is t ,  th a t  the conventional index of 
money income supplemented by the possession  o f  ra d io , o a r, telephone*
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e l e c t r i c i t y  and running w ater, w ithout a g rea t many o th er items being 
considered , f a l l s  t o  reveal the m a te ria l plane of l iv in g  of th ese  two 
areas*
The use o f  a d d itio n a l items of household equipment, to g e th er w ith 
alm ost a  doien items re la te d  to  a subsis tence  economy, appear to  make 
the p ic tu re  mere re p re se n ta tiv e  of the  true  s itu a tio n *
Ihen  itsm a purchased fb r  cash a re  examined, i t  appears f a i r l y  c e r ta in  
th a t  D elta farm ers as a  whole possess such items to  a g re a te r  ex ten t than  
I s  t r e e  o f  H i l l  fam ilies*  Tenure d iffe re n c e s  are p resen t in  bo th  a re a s , 
bu t a re  extreme in  th e  D e lta , p a r t ic u la r ly  among whites*
Hhem emphasis i s  p laced upon a  subsistence  economy, i t  i s  found 
th a t  f i l l l  w h ites end Hegroes compensate fo r  many of the d e fic ie n c ie s  
p rev iously  encountered* Production o f food fo r d ir e c t  consumption i s  
taken fo r  gran ted  by both races* The possession  of m ilk cows genera lly  
by th e se  groups i s  thought to  be one o f  the most im portant advantages 
which they  enjoy* Subs is tones in  the  extreme i s  found th e re  in  th e  
system by whioh natu re  I s  s t i l l  c a lle d  upon to  supply elm&ents o f a 
aoILectional economy* The most im portant of these  seem to  be w ild  b e rr ie s  
sad f r u i t s ,  and e sp e c ia lly  fuel*
CHAPTER VII 
SDtfGATIOK
"American people a re  noted fo r  th e i r  in te r e s t  in  education  and
th e i r  b e l ie f  th a t  a demoo r a t io  fo ra  of government make a education  a t
pub lic  expense a  so c ia l n e c e s s i ty .”* H. 6 . W ells is  c re d ite d  w ith saying
th a t  tin  fu tu re  of c iv i l i s a t io n  i s  dependent upon the  outcome o f  a  race
between education and catastrophe* C erta in ly  education i s  one o f these
s o c ia lis in g  and en ligh ten ing  in fluences which when lacking in  the masses
o f c i t i s e n s  in v ite s  th a t  type of behavior so freq u en tly  apparent in  th e
a c tio n  of crowds: And LeBon contends th a t  one o f the primary functions
2o f the creed  is  to  destroy  worn out c iv i l is a t io n s *
The adequacy of the  educational system o f a community appears to  
depend upon th re e  fac to rs*  These are a v a ilab le  money, type o f organiza­
tio n , and q u a lity  of leadership* The e ffe c t!v a n sss  of th a t  system may be 
p a r t i a l ly  measured by the ex ten t to  which a l l  people are reached, i l l i ­
te racy  is  e lim in a ted , and eduoables remain in  school* I t  i s  only th is  
e ffe c tiv e n e ss  fo r  which we have s u f f ic ie n t  d a ta  to  attem pt a s a t is fa c ­
to ry  measure, bu t a  few o f  th e  general c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f the systems 
In  the  two parish es w i l l  be mentioned*
General P a rish  D ifferences 
The p a rish  i s  th e  a d sd n is tra tiv e  u n it In both St* Helena and Tensas, 
sad the opera tion  and maintenance i s  financed by the  p a rish  and s ta te
*J .  H* Kolb and Edmund de S* Brunner, A Study of Rural S ociety : I t s  
O rganisation  SB&. Chaagaa (Bow Torki Houghton M ifflin  Company, 1940), p7~42S.
“Ouptawo LoBon, Tha Crowdi A StuAr fid lise. Popular Mind (How York* Tho 
Macmillan Company, 1925) •
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w ithout n g i r d  t o  school d i s t r ic t s *  For new b u ild in g s , however, tb s  
lo c a l ftohool d i s t r l e t  must proTido revenue, u su a lly  through sp e c ia l 
asseasm ssto which a rc  o o lleo tod  by the reg u la r p a rish  s h e r i f f  and 
tum od  o ro r to  the pa rish  school board o f f ic e  fo r th e  designated 
school* This maauas th a t  th e  tax ab le  w ealth w ith in  a loo&l school d is ­
t r i c t  i s  a  d e f in i te  advantage fo r  bu ild ing  purposes but not fo r  opera* 
t l e n  and maintenance* then  to o , the  s ta ts  e q u a lisa tio n  fund I s  d e s i r e d  
to  provide o p e ra tio n  and maintenance funds up to  90 per cen t o f the  t o t a l  
c o s t o f the  programs in  any p a rish , a f t e r  th a t  p a rish  has provided th e  
reg u la r  c o n s t itu t io n a l  ta x  o f 5 s i l l s *  This tends to  perm it p a rish es 
w ithout s u f f ic ie n t  rerenus to  have educational advantages comparable 
in  many re sp e c ts  to  p a rish es  w ith much g re a te r  wealth* The problem of 
b u ild in g s , however, remains*
Data in  Chapter 7  in d ica ted  the g re a te r  a b i l i ty  of Tensas to provide 
revenues through taxes* The per c ap ita  assessment i n  1939 was #343*95 
compared w ith #143*79 fo r  St* Helena, and the assessm ents p e r pup il 
re g is te re d , both w hite and co lo red , were #1,534*46 fo r Tensas and 
#606*71 fo r  St* Helena*
The ex ten t to  which these  sources o f revenue have been used to  
supply schools may be in d ica ted  by a  few a d d itio n a l fa o ts i  St* Helena 
has f e w  combination elem entary and high schools and fou r ad d itio n a l 
elem entary so bools fo r  whites* A ll s i t e s  and bu ild ings are  owned by 
the p a rish  school board* The p a rish  has 29 Negro schools including 
one h ifh  school* Only two of these  s i t e s  a re  owned by the board* Host 
o f th e  o th er schools are  conducted in  church b u ild in g s , constructed  by 
the  congregations* O ccasionally  a bu ild ing  i s  con tribu ted  by an Ind iv idual
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f a m  owner who hmm Negro fa m ilie s  on h is  property*
In  f i B i u ,  th e re  ere  th re e  combination elem entary and high school* 
fo r  whites* One i s  loea ted  in  eaeh o f  th e  th ree  towns of the parish* 
and th e  p a ria h  beard  owns the  th re e  s i t e s  and a l l  b u ild in g s . There are 
36 Negro schools, one of which Is  c a lle d  the P arish  T raining School.
I t  la  the on ly  high school* Only f iv e  of these  s i t e s  and the accompany­
ing b u ild in g s  a re  owned by th e  school board* Most of the o th ers  a re  
conducted in  churches on the  p roperty  o f p lan ters*
There has been a g rea t deal of emphasis on conso lida tion  o f white 
schools in  both p a rish e s , bu t due in  p a r t  to  the  fa c t th a t  th e re  is  no 
pro Tie ion fo r tra n s p o rta tio n  of Negro c h ild re n , th e re  I s  p r a c t ic a l ly  no 
c o n so lid a tio n  of Negro schools in  e i th e r  parish*
Only one w hite h igh .school in  each p a rish  has a  gymnasium, and both 
o f them haws been b u i l t  s ince  1939* I t  seemed th a t  the  H ill  p a rish  did  
not have the w ealth , and the D elta p a rish  d i s t r i c t s  oould not ge t ths 
ta x  vo ted  th a t  would uee e x is tin g  wealth* The superin tendent o f educa­
t io n  in  Tensas contended th a t  people in  H il l  pa rishes were much more 
w illin g  to  and did provide so re  adequate educational f a c i l i t i e s  than 
those  of the Delta* P la n te rs  who owned most of the D elta  tax ab le  prop­
e r ty  were not w illin g  to  provide educational f a c i l i t i e s  fa r th e  ch ild ren  
of o th e r  people* They seem e sp e c ia lly  to  resen t providing money fo r the  
ch ild ren  of the lan d le ss  v h ite s  who have m igrated from the H il ls  to  the  
Delta* Seen with tremendous d iffe ren ces  in  taxab le  w ealth the share the  
s ta te  was paying of the  to ta l  co st o f  education was 9 0  per cent fo r 8t*  
Helena and 77 per cen t fo r  Tensas*
*3 tste  Department of Education, o l t *. p . 163*
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The t o t a l  p a r p u p il c o s t of education  baaed upon r e g is t r a t io n  and 
includ ing  a ta to  provided funds fo r th e  se ss io n , 1939-40, was $77*26 fo r  
w hites end $17*08 fo r Hegroes in  St* Helena and $62*67 fo r w hites and
$14*43 fo r  Hegroes in  Tensas**
The f in e  high schools o f St* Helena and the th ree  of Tensas were
on the s ta te  approved l i s t  during the sess io n  1939-40, and there  was one
s ta te  a cc red ited  Begro t r a in in g  school in  eaoh parish* Ho high school
in  e i th e r  p a rish  was on th e  l i s t  o f those acc red ited  by the  Southern 
6A esoeiatl on*
Bf-Racial Education
In  no o th e r type of in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  Is the c as te  system seen In  
sharper r e l i e f  than in  the dual educational syetaa* Hegroes re g u la rly  
use the same banks as w h ites , the sane s to re s , roads and pos t o f f  ic e s , 
and in  th e  C atholic Church in  Louisiana they a tten d  "the sans re l ig io u s  
serv ices*  Hhlle they  do not vote in  th e  e le c tio n s  o f St* Helena or 
Tensas, they use th e  sane court b u ild in g s , are  sea ted  in  the same w itness 
c h a ir ,  and i n  a  few o th er resp ec ts  gain  access , in  common w ith  w h ites , 
to  le g a l in s t i tu t io n a l  serv ices*  In  education , however, th e re  i s  com­
p le te  segregations in  sep ara te  schools, in  tra n s p o rta tio n  of p u p ils ,
when Begro ch ild ren  a re  tra n sp o rte d , and in  p ra c t ic a l ly  every o ther
phase of education except adm in istration*  This exception i s  only par­
t i a l ,  however, fo r  while the same w hite school board and superin tendent 
o f education in te rv iew  and employ teaohers  of both races in  the  same o f f  lee  
and pay th e ir  s a la r ie s ,  the a llo c a tio n  of money is  s t r i c t l y  by raee* In
* I b ld . .  p .  IBS.
BI b ld . . p p . 186-194.
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the e tM  o f tho s t a t e  money p a id  to  p a rish es  fo r  educa tional purposes, 
the  a llo tm ent i s  made to  each p a rish  on a par sduoablo b a s is , w ithout 
rooo d is t in c t io n ,  b a t the p a ria h  uses th is  money fo r  white and Negro 
schools a s  the  pariah  school board d ire c ts*  Consequently, the amount 
spen t per edooable fo r  edusation  v a rie s  g re a tly  by race*
The annual re p o r t  of the S ta te  Department of Education of Louisiana 
fo r  th e  se ss io n , 1889-40, conta ins da ta  by race  which t e l l  a g rea t deal 
about s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  the two parishes*  The Negro schools o f St* 
Selena were opera ted  fo r  146 days compared w ith 180 days fo r  white 
schoo ls, w hile  In  Tensas, the  number o f days was 125 fo r  Negroes and 
176 fo r  whites* T herefo re , the leng th  of th e  sess ion  fo r Negro schools 
ne t only was considerab ly  longer in  the B i l l  p a rish , but th e  discrepancy 
bet ween w hite  wad Negro schools was not n e a rly  as g rea t as in  the  D elta 
parish*  A ctually  the white schools of Tensas operated 40 per oent 
longer than  th e  Negro sch o o ls , while in  the H ill  p a rish , the s h i te  
schools operated  only 25 per oen t longer*
Both p a rish es  spent more money per w hite pup il re g is te re d  than  fo r  
Negro, but the  r a t io  o f  Negro to  white co st was much h igher in  St* Helena 
than  in  Tensas* The d iffe ren ce  in  amount spent in  S t .  Helena per high 
school student re g is te re d  a c tu a lly  was not so great*  The f ig u re s  were 
1111.59 fo r Negroes and 4118.93 far whites* Corresponding f ig u re s  in  
Tensas were $40*77 fo r  Negroes and f 107*13 fo r whites* Thus, S t. Selena 
a c tu a lly  spent more money per h lg t school pup il re g is te re d  fo r  Negro 
education than  Tensas did fo r  w hites, even though th a t  spent fo r w h ite s  
in  Tessas was over two sad one-half tim es as g rea t as th a t  spent fo r 
Negroes in  th e  same parish*
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Because o f the p rac tic  e given above of a llo c a tin g  money to  p a r i  ah# a 
on the b asis  o f the  number of eduoables, to g e th e r w ith  the f e e t  th a t  the  
p a rish  board oan spend as much as i t  wishes on one ra c e , i t  1 s an ad­
vantage to  white* to have a high r a t io  o f Negro eduoables to  the  to ta l#
The hegroes help  th e  pariah  o b ta in  th e  money but may g e t a  veiy sm all 
p ropo rtion  of i t  fo r  th e i r  own schools*
Since th e re  was only one high sohool f o r  Negro youth i n  eaoh p a r is h , 
and no tra n s p o r ta tio n  provided , the p ro p o rtio n  of youth e n ro lled  was very
lew* W ithin the age group & to  19, th e re  were 1,916 Negro ch ild ren  in
• %
St* Helena in  1940, but only 42 students were e n ro lle d  In  th e  high sohool 
during the sess io n  1939-49* By c o n tra s t ,  w ith 1,469 white c h ild ren  in  
the p a r is h , 339 were e n ro lle d  in  high sohool fo r  the corresponding year*
In  Tensas, the co n d itio n  was sim ilar*  The number of Negro c h ild re n  was 
3,369 end high school enrollm ent 124, while fo r irinites, th e  correspond­
ing  um bers were 1,&43 and 336* A pparently, the r a t io  of Negro high 
school enrollm ent to  the nm ber of c h ild ren  was lower in  th e  S i l l  parish*
I t  i s  be lieved  th a t  the tra n s p o rta tio n  problem, considering  the g re a te r  
d is tan c es  c h ild ren  must go in  St* Helena, would be one o f the  p r in c ip a l  
fa c to rs  causing the a re a  d ifferences*
In  both p a rish e s , fo r  a l l  te a c h e rs , the average annual s a la ry  was 
th ree  tim es a s  high fo r  w hites as fo r  Negroes* For high school teachers 
the d iffe re n c e  was somewhat sm a lle r. The average fo r white high school 
teach e rs  was 69 per cen t g re a te r  than fo r  oolorcd in  S t. Helena, while 
in  Tensas, i t  was 122 p e r oent g re a te r .
He may conclude th a t  race  makes a  tremendous d iffe ren c e  in  educational
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o p p o rtu n itie s  provided and th a t  the  D elta  p a rish  p laces g re a te r  em- 
phasis on ra se  in  p rovid ing  eduoation  than i s  true  o f the H ill parish*
Sohool Attendance 
fhe only  a v a ila b le  d a ta  which shoe th e  d iffe ren e e  i a  sohool a t -  
teadaaee by farm tenure  e la s s  are  those obtained fo r the  346 sample 
fa m ilie s  in  the too areas* They have been ta b u la te d  so as to  shoe a t*  
tendance fo r d if f e re n t  age sad sex  groups* Those fo r ch ild ren  in  the 
age group seven to  th i r te e n  a re  given in  Table l»* The r a te  fo r  H ill  
e h ite  c h ild re n  in  t h i s  age group was highest* only one non-fara  c h ild  
being out of sehool* The ra te  f o r  Segro c h ild ren  was 90*4 per oent 
which s t i l l  was h igher than tb s  86*2 per oent fo r  the D elta tfegroes* 
C hildren of D elta  s h i te  fam ilie s  ranked next t o  the w hites in  th e  H ills*
The number of eases is  too  as a l l  to  perm it re l ia b le  conclusions concern­
ing tenu re  d if fe re n c e s , but the v a ria tio n s  observed w ill  be stated*
H eaters seemed to  have the b e s t reoord in  evexy major group except 
D elta  whites* shore they s t i l l  had a  h igher ra te  o f attendance then 
c h ild ren  of owners* Generally* i t  appears th a t  a rea  and race d i f f e r ­
ences are  more pronounced than ten u re  d ifferences*  Apparently in  th is  
age group under the f re e  public school system* w ith  free  books* fre e  
tra n sp o rta tio n  fo r  E l i t e s  and f re e  sehool lunches* c h ild ren  of a l l  
tenure  c la sse s  a tten d  school*
In  the  d e ta ile d  data* not shown in  the table* i t  was noted th a t  in  
H il l  fiegro fam ilies*  boys were more l ik e ly  to  be out o f sohool* w hile in  
the Delta* the Megro g i r l s  of seven to  th i r te e n  were more l ik e ly  to  be 
out* I f  th is  i s  th e  usual cond ition  found* no exp lanation  can be given* 
Among D elta  w hites i t  was the  boys who were more l ik e ly  not to  be attending*
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TABLfi L
SCHOOL AYTRHMRCS FOR CHXLDR8 H 8 EVBH TO THIRTEBH YEARS OF AGE*
PSRCEHTAOB DISTRIBTTTIOl!
Womber A ttending Rot a tten d in g
oases
H ill  White 65 98.5 1.5
0«B«n 51 100*0
Rooters 6  100*0
Croppers sod lab o re rs  6  100*0 —
Vsn-fazm 20 95.0 5*0
H il l  Wegro 52 90.4 9.6
Owners 28 92*9 7*1
Renters 11 100.0
Croppers and lab o re rs  IS 76.9 25*1
l e s - f t a  — —
D elta  White 81 95*1 4*9
Owners 8  87*5 12.6
R enters 14 92*9 7*1
Croppers and lab o re rs  51 96.0 4 .0
lo a - f a ra  8  1 0 0 .0  ~
D elta  Wegro* 29 86*2 10.5
Owners 6  8 S.S 16*7
R enters 7 100*0 —
Croppers and la b o re rs  14 85.7 14«S
Io n -fa re  2 1 0 0 * 0  —
%
‘‘Attendance o f one D elta  Begro c ro p p e r 's  ch ild  was usoertaln*
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6w hile th e re  v u  no s«z  d iffe re n c e  among H il l  whites*
T ables II  and LI I  show sehool attendance da ta  for males and fem ales
in  th e  age group 14 to  19 and liv in g  w ith parents*
E l l  m ales ( ta b le  LI) o f th e se  ages appear to  s tay  in  sehool longer
than th o se  In  th e  Delta* th i s  i s  tre e  fo r w hites and Hegroes* A h igher
p e r e as t of Hegro th en  w hite  H ill  males were S t i l l  In  school* and the
r a te  fo r B i l l  Vegroes was mush h igher than  fo r  D elta  Hegroes* Although
a  P arish  T raining Sehool f o r  Hegroes in  eaeh p a rish  seemed to  be doing
some c re d ita b le  work* th a t  fo r  St* Helena was e sp e c ia lly  impressive*
I t  was q u ite  seaman fo r  w hite  o itisem s o f St* Helena to s ta te  th a t  th i s
school was b e t t e r  than  any w hite sohool in  the  parish* An example o f
the  work being done with Hegro boys o f th i s  age group can be given b est
by quoting the  con ten ts  of a  l e t t e r  from the  a g r ic u ltu ra l  instructor of
th e  St* Helena P arish  T raining Sohool concerning the work and progress
o f  C harles Ball* sen o f a  Hegro fans owner*
At th e  age of fo u rteen  Chafles was c a re le ss  and carefree*  he had 
taken  no thought o f the fu tu re  and was headed fo r  the same l i f e  o f 
s tru g g le  th a t  comes to  a l l  though tless boys* The ohange cams when 
in  the e ig h th  grade* H all was in troduced in to  the A g ricu ltu ra l 
Program* This was accomplished by h is  A gricu ltu re  In s tru c to r*
At f i r s t  i t  was extrem ely d i f f i c u l t  to  c re a te  in te r e s t  in  fa m ­
in g  as Hie boy had been rea red  on the  farm but had enjoyed few of 
th e  joys of farm life *  A fte r being advised by the  in s tru c to r  of 
a g r ic u ltu re  f o r  th re e  months* he g rad u a lly  began to  see the  neces­
s i ty  o f  p reparing  f o r  manhood and decided to t r y  a few projeots* 
using many of the Improved p rac tices*
Duriz^ h is  f i r s t  y ear in  high school he organised the fbur year
*Area d iffe ren ces  shown here do not agree w ith  United S ta te s  Census 
d a ta  fo r  1940* The census ra te s  given fo r St* Helena and Tensas parishes 
a re  75*5 p e r c e n t and 93*6 per oent respec tive ly*  Raoe d iffe ren ces a re  
n o t sheen* Every educator consu lted  in  the D elta  emphasised the irreg u ­
l a r i ty  of attendance* s ta t in g  th a t  fo r  w hites At was worse th e re  ttmn in  
S i l l  parishes*
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TABLE LI
SCKGL ATTBTOA®* OF KALES BOORtEEE TO HISETBEH TEARS OF A0S ABB 
LIVUG KITE FARBHP3; PERCENTAGE DISTRIBOTIQH
lumber Attending Attendance
otMfl Tea So uncertain
m i  m a t# 8 8 69*2 28.2 2 * 8
O w n 2 0 70.0 25.0 5 .0
E a t  e re 6 64.7 33.5 —
Croppora end la b o re rs 4 75.0 25.0 —
Ion»fsz& 9 66.7 88.3 —
m i  Segro 19 78.9 2 1 .1 a s *
O n e rs 11 92.7 27*8 —
Santera 7 85.7 14.8 —
Croppers and la b o re rs 1 1 0 0 .0 « * « ■
l e & ^ t r a
Delta Shite 87 59.4 40.5 e e e e
Oners 4 75.0 25.0 —
Reiters 7 71.4 28.6 —
Croppers and laborers 22 54.5 45.6 «
Sea-faxm 4 60.0 50.0 —
Delta Segre 18 50.0 88.9 11.1
Oners 2 109*0 —
San tas 7 28.6 42.9 28.8
Croppers end laborers 5 80.0 40.0 —
Icra~fane 4 60*0 50.0 - •
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superv ised  Fan* P ra c tic e  Program w ith  the  a ss ls ta n o e  of h is  teach e r- 
The e n te rp r is e  c a rr ie d  dor log the f i r s t  year- -C otton, corn , sweet 
p o ta to es , hogs- From on* so re  of co tto n  ho re a l is e d  a no t p r o f i t  
o f  $20-00- Tbs o th er e n te rp r is e s  su fflood  to  s u s ta in  him th reu g i 
the y e a r u n t i l  th e  follow ing h a rv e s t. From o th er sources ho mods 
and saved a  t o ta l  o f $36*00- For the second y e a r he o a rr ie d  co tto n , 
corn , hogs, beans, s traw b errie s  and po ta toes- Having become a member 
o f th e  H-F-A- (Begro Fanners o f  America), ho soon developed in te r e s t  
end put fb r th  every  e f f o r t  to  make h is  p ro je c t w orthw hile.
For th is  year ho re a l is e d  a  t o ta l  of $40-00 on c o tto n - From one- 
h a lf  acre  o f  beans asms a  s e t  p r o f i t  o f $16.00. From o n e-h a lf aero 
of s tra w b e rr ie s , he c lea red  $40-00- P oultry  so ld  c le a re d  $14-00, 
thus making a  t o t a l  n e t p r o f i t  of $109-00- He had enough corn to  
feed  h is  hogs sad chickens and s e l f ,  p lus a  small garden and a few 
o f the  miner crops th a t  served  to  make h is  l iv in g  expenses very  low- 
S t i l l  in  sehool he took  an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  the N-F-A. An o f f ic e r  
in  th i s  o rg an isa tio n  (Vice P residen t of h is  lo o a l chap ter) he in ­
s t ig a te d  many u se fu l a c t iv i t i e s  such as campus improvements, programs, 
and en terta inm ents *
ta r in g  the th i r d  y e a r  of h is  farm p ra c tic e  h is  thoughts tu rned  to  
in v estin g  money- Beginning w ith  the purchase of te n  acres o f  land 
w ith  a  down payment o f $26-00 aided by h is  b ro th e r and th e  A gricul­
tu re  In s tru c to r -  Then he proceeded to  d e a r  th e  p lo t and fence i t  
l a -  Continuing to  increase  h is  seope, th is  was the n e t p r o f i t  fo r  
the  years Cotton $66-00—S traw berries $26-00— Beans $22-00— Poul­
t r y  $40-00- T otal—$143-00- He was now ab le  to  purchase $19-00 
worth o f fencing , $14-00 worth of plow to o ls  and pay $76-00 on h is  
land- His H-F-d. a c t iv i t i e s  a lso  in creased , namely beocmlng P a rlia ­
m entarians a s id e  from th is  was e le c te d  a member of the  Judging Team. 
Hon the D is t r ic t  Judging Contest and ranked Fourth in  th e  S ta te  Con­
t e s t -  So leeted  as a  member of a Demonstration Team which demon­
s tr a te d  the  use o f a  Home-made Lamp Brooder a t  the Seventh W orld's 
Congress of P ou ltry  he ld  a t  C leveland, Ohio- He reeelved  a Medal 
fo r  winning th i s  c o n te s t-  He v is i te d  the  World’s F a ir  and the na­
t io n a l  C apito l during th is  t r i p  re tu rn in g  home w ith  mueh enthusiasm 
whieh was imparted to sohool mates happily- How he was E d ito r of 
the  sohool paper. The H-F-A- C hronicle, P res- o f the Hi-T, P residen t 
of h is  c la s s  and Business Manager of the B asket-ball Team-
His fo u rth  year found him f a i r l y  w ell s a t i s f ie d  and e s ta b lish e d , 
th e  s t i l l  increasing  h is  c ro p s . He c leared  $33-00 from one acre  o f 
beans, 02m acre  of c o tto n , $13,00, one h a lf  aore of s traw berries 
$27-00, po u ltry  $42-00, o ther sources—$40-00- Was w ell oared fo r  
With an enormous supply o f sweet p o ta to es , oora and garden produce, 
making h is  t o t a l  p r o f i t  an estim ated  $360.00-
F i f th  year—Land paid for and fenced, has own to o ls  and a very 
promising crop for the p resen t season- His p lans fo r  the  near fu tu re  
include th e  purehase o f workstoek, more to o ls ,  a da iry  eow and a  home 
on h is  land-
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C harles i s  e t i l l  a e t iv e  l a  the W*F*A*f ranks f i r s t  l a  the  Die*» 
t r l o t  end S ta ta  Judging C ontests and new has a f re e  t r i p  to  th e  
R ational C ontest being  held l a  T allahassee  * F lo rid a  to  p a r t io i -  
pete* Be now ho lds the  degree of Modern Farmer* Was given #30.00 
fo r  being th e  most ou tstanding  Hew Parmer in  the S ta te  of Louisiana*
Woodless to  say  th i s  bey Is  aa excep tional ease# bu t he i l l u s t r a t e s
the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  development under proper in s tru c tio n  and guidance*
The g i r l s  14 to  19 (Table U l )  confom  to  about the  same p a tte rn  as
th a t  o f  tb s  beys excep t fo r  D elta  w hites oho have a  much h igher r a te  of
attendance fo r  g ir ls *  The H il l  Regress s t i l l  r e ta in  the h ig h es t r a te  o f
attendance f o r  t h i s  age group*
G enerally , g i r l s  of owner fam ilie s  had a h igher r a te  o f a ttead aase
than fo r  those  of o ther tenu re  groups* but th e re  i s  a  fa c to r  which may
opera te  i a  th i s  age group to  produce fa ls e  Im pressions* When youth IT#
18* and 19 y ea rs  of age have fin ish ed  high sehool e a r ly  and not en tered
college* they  tend  to  depress the p roportion  in  sehool*
da element sometimes overlooked which has a de trim en ta l o f f s e t  upon
e f f ic ie n t  o p e ra tio n  of schools i s  the high r a te  of m ob ility  o f  w hits fan s
fa m ilie s  in  tb s  Delta* This causes f lu c tu a tio n s  in  enrollm ent sad  a t*
tendance*
L ite racy
Data from the Bureau of Census are  used to  compare the  two parishes* 
Table LUX shows the  percentage of those te n  years old o r over, by rase* 
idie were i l l i t e r a t e  in  1930 and th e  percentage of a l l  c la sses  in  th is  
age group who were i l l i t e r a t e  i a  1920 and 1930* During the decade 1920 
to  1930 8 t*  Helena reduced i l l i t e r a c y  from 21*3 per cen t to 7*2 per 
seat#  and the ra te  fo r  Tensas changed from 60*9 per oent to  23*2 per 
sent*  Thus we see th a t  the r a te  fo r Tensas was more than te le s  as high
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TABLE L1I
SCHOOL ATTEBXUJSCS OF FSi&LSS FOGRTBBH TO NIIEYBSH TEARS OF AOS 
JHD L m S S  IIXTS PARSKTSi PERCSBTAOS DISTRIBOTIOI
Humber A ttending
« u « «  Yes So"
H il l  Hhite 26 69*2 SO* 8
Owners 16 76*0 25*0
Re&fcers 4  50*0 60*0
Croppers and lab o re rs  1 100*0 —
Boa-fana 6  60*0 40*0
H il l  Begro* 16 88*9 ' 6 . 6
Oam ra  1 2  1 0 0 .0
R asters 4 50*0 26*0
Croppers and laborora  2 100*0
V on-fara — - -  —
D elta  l& ite  25 84*0 16*0
Owners 4 100*0 —
R enters 6  100*0 —
Croppora and lab o re rs  12 83*5 16*7
Son* far®. 3 33*3 66*7
D elta  Hegro 11 63.6 36*4
Owners 2 100*0 —■
Renters 2 60.0 50*0
Croppers and lab o re rs  4 60*0 60*0
Bon-fara 3 66*7 38*3
*In one H ill  Hegro r e n t e r 's  household* the attendance of one member 
was uncertain*
1S7
TABLE LI 11
ILLITERACY OF THOSE TEH YEARS OLD OR OVER* PERCEHTAQES FOR EACH 
PARISH BY RACE FOR 1930 AHD FOR ALL CLASSES, 1920 AHD
1930
P arish Wat lee  e h lte Hegro A ll c la sse s1930 1930 1920 1930
St* Helena 1 . 6 1 2 .2 21.5 7.2
Tensas 2 * 8 30.8 50.9 25.2
^Bureau o f the Census, F i f teenth  Census of the  United S ta te s i 1950, 
L ouisiana, Second S e ries  t Washington* (iovernment P rin tin g  Of f lo e , 1&51), 
Table 13.
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as fo r  St* Helena in  1980, and In  1990 i t  m u over th re e  tim es as 
high*
R acial d iffe ren c e s  were wary g re a t in  both a reas , b u t the  d i f f e r ­
ence was much g re a te r  fo r  the  D elta than  fo r  the H il l  parish* In  1990* 
1*5 p e r  cen t of the  w hites and 12*2 per oent of the  Negroes in  S t. Helena 
end 2*8 p e r  oent of th e  w h ites and 80.8 per oen t o f  th e  Negroes in  Tenaae 
were  i l l i t e r a t e *  The d iffe re n c e  between the  a reas in  ra te s  fo r  a l l  
c la sse s  is  o ften  in te rp re te d  as a c tu a lly  a race  d iffe re n c e , but th is  i s  
only p a r t i a l l y  tru e*  When the races are kept se p a ra te , the r a te  fo r 
w hites in  Tensas i s  p ra e t io a l ly  tw ice as high as in  St* Helena, and 
th a t  fo r  Negroes i s  two and one-half tim es a s  g re a t .
Table LIT contains d a ta  fo r  1940*7 The percentage of people in  th e  
age group 25 and over who had not completed any years o f  schooling is  
shown, and the  scd ian  number of years o ample ted  is  given for th is  age 
group by sex . Again, i t  w i l l  be seen th a t  education i s  more e f fe c tiv e  
in  the H il l  a re a . For a l l  c la sse s  and fo r male end fem ale, the per­
centage in  St* Helena who had n o t completed any years in  sehool was 
lower than  in  Tensas, and the median number of years completed fo r both 
sexes was higher* The sex d iffe ren ce  was g re a te r  in  th e  H ills*  There, 
fem ales are le s s  l ik e ly  to  have had no years of schooling , w hile in  the  
D elta  th e  ra te s  a re  th e  sane fo r th e  two sex  groups• In  median years 
completed, th a t  fo r  females exceeds th a t  fo r  males in  S t . Helena by
'P la n te rs  and educators consulted  in  Tensas were c e r ta in  th a t  the  
N*P*A* Adult Education Program had not been as e ffe c tiv e  in  e lim ina ting  
i l l i t e r a c y  among Negroes as the p ress had indicated* I t  seems l ik e ly  
th e re fo re  th a t Bureau of the Census f ig u re s  fo r 1940  make a  b e tte r  im­
p ressio n  than is  Ju s tif ie d *
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TABLE LIV
PESCSHYAGE OF THOSE 26 YEARS OLD OR OYER WHO HAD COMPLETED KO YEARS OF 
SCHOOL* AED MEDIAE YEARS COMPLETED fit THIS GROUP, BY PARISH* 19401
Pariah
HO SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED* MEDIA* YEARS COMPLETED
T otal Male Female Male Female
St* Helena 1 2 * 6 14.6 1 0 * 2 5*1 6 .4
Tensas 16*6 16.6 16.6 4.2 4.6
*Bata f ra »  Bureau o f the Census f S ix teen th  Census of the United 
S ta te s i  1940* P opulation , L ouisiana, Second 'Series XHashingtont GrOYern- 
ment P rin tin g  O ffice , 1941), Table 21 •
^For the  s ta te  o f L ouisiana, IE . 8 per cent of those 25 years o ld  and 
over had completed no years in  school.
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o n e -fif th *  while l a  Tensas the  d l f f  erenoe i s  much sm aller*
fab le  LV g ives the  percentage of heads o f fa m ilie s  in  the sample 
who v a ra  l i t e r a t e  o r i l l i t e r a t e  by a re a , race and tenure and fo r  the 
non-fans group* tenu re  d iffe re n c e s  a re  immediately apparent* end except 
fo r  D elta  Begrees* a re  oo n a la te st throughout the am ple* Owners have a 
h igher r a t a  o f  lite ra o y *  ra n te rs  are next and eroppera and la b o re rs  a re  
lowest* In  th e  ease o f D elta  Segross* re n te rs  have a s l ig h t ly  h igher 
r a te  o f l i t e r a c y .  The d iffe ren c e  between ra n te rs  and owners ia  no t so 
g re a t i a  any m ajor e a ts  gory* but th a t  between re n te rs  and the  eroppera 
and lab o re rs  i s  very g rea t*  The h ig h es t r a ta  of i l l i t e r a c y  ia  th a t  o f 
th e  H il l  leg ro  eroppera and laborers*  Seventy-three p e r oent o f the  11 
eases were i l l i t e r a t e  compared w ith  54 p er oent o f  the 26 oases in  the 
Delta* D iffarena es i a  l i t e r a c y  between the  w hites of the  two areas* In  
the  sample, were in s ig n if ic a n t • D elta w hite re n te rs  made a  b e t te r  shew­
ing th a n  B i l l  r e n te r s ,  w hile o th e r  corresponding tenure groups were very 
sim ilar*  In  both areas* th e  g re a te s t  d iffe re n c e s  were those  between 
w hites and Begroes*
Grade In  School Completed 
Median grade in  school completed, by parish* was in d ic a te d  above 
under l ite ra c y *  D etailed  d a ta  fb r  th e  saaple fam ilie s  w il l  be presented 
now* Table L7Z gives the  inform ation fo r  male heads of households*
Vide range of s tr& tif ie  a t i  on among D elta farm ers stands out as per­
haps the  g re a te s t  single fact*  V hile more than one- t e n th  of the white 
owners o f th is  a rea  were co llag e  graduates* no o ther farmer o f e i th e r  
ra se  was a  co llege  graduate* and only one non-danse had ever attended 
co lleg e  a t  a l l*  The non -fam  in  every major group were more l ik e ly  to
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ta b le  vr
fsrck h tag es  or heads or fa m ilie s  mo a re  l i t e r a t e
OR ILLITERATE
tSBsassgsssssBsssKBsagBGsanaaasasaaxsxsa:
Papulation  Group *^mb*r
e t i i »
B i l l  White 108
Qeners 80
R enters 12
Croppers sa d  lab o re rs  2
■on-far*  29
S i l l  Sdgre 6 6
Oesers 35
B eaters 20
Croppers sod la b o re rs  11
B en-fam  2
B e lts  S h ite  93
O w n  19
R enters 14
Croppers sod lab o re rs  45
Io n -fa r*  15
B e lts  Segro 79
Owne rs  15
B anters 17
Croppers and lab o re rs  26
Son-far*  21
8HK9B
L ite ra te  I l l i t e r a t e
96.0 3 .9
1 0 0 .0 imm
85.5 16.7
60.0 50.0
96.6 3 .4
69.7 30.3
84*8 15.2
70.0 30.0
27.5 72.7
50.0 50.0
95.7 4.5
1 0 0 .0 —
1 0 0 .0 —
93.3 6.7
93.3 6.7
70.8 29.1
73.3 26.7
76.5 23.5
46.2 53.8
95.‘2 4 .8
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have a tten d ed  tad  to  lurt* graduated than the  f  am o rs  of any
tenure  g m p ,  b a t i a  tho case of D elta  w hites the d iffe ren c e  was very 
s l ig h t  between non-farm re s id e n ts  and fan s  owners*
Those eenp le ting  grades eleven or twelve a re  assumed to  have f in ish e d  
high school. There a re  e leven grades in  Louisiana but tw elve in  M issis­
s ip p i  sad seas e th e r  s ta te s*  Only w hite farm ers in  e i th e r  area  had any 
high school gradudfees, and th e  r a te s  were low fo r them in  both  areas*
More th a n  €7 p er se n t o f the H ill  white owners sa l 70 per oent o f 
th e  D elta w hite  owners had f in ish e d  sons grade above the six th*  The 
percentage fo r  H ill  Begro owners was 35*5, w h ile  fo r  D elta Begro owners, 
i t  was only 15*4* Thus th e  di fferenoe between races i s  extreme in  th e  
Malta and r a t t e r  g re a t in  h igher grades fo r  the  H ills*  H il l  Begro 
own ers  appear about tw iee as l ik e ly  to  have f in ish ed  grammar school as 
Malta owners o f  the  same race*
The two grades meet o ften  reported  as l a s t  f in ish ed  by w hites o f  
both a reas  ware  seven and eight*  w hile those most o ften  rep o rte d  as l a s t  
completed by Begroes were grades th ree  and fouir*
Tenure s ta tu s  was p o s i t iv e ly  c o rre la te d  w ith educational s ta tu s  in  
a l l  groups in  both a re a s , but th e  re la tio n sh ip  was no t com pletely com- 
s i  s te n t .  For example, w hile D elta  Begro owners were mors l ik e ly  than 
re n te rs  to  have goae h lg ie r  th an  th e  seoond grade, a  h igher p er oent 
o f the re n te rs  had f in ish e d  th e  seventh end eighth*
Table L7II when compared w ith LVI shows th a t  the  education  o f adult 
females fellow s a s im ila r  p a t te rn  to  th a t  of the  m ales, but d i f f e r s  in  
some im portant d e ta ils*  Wives are  le s s  l ik e ly  to  have f in ish ed  co llege  
th a n  th e  men among D elta  w hite owners, while fo r  H ill  w h ites , fenmles
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a re  mere than  tw ice as l ik e ly  t o  hare  a ttended  co llege  as the male 
heads* One o f  th e  p o ssib le  f a s te r s  in  t h i s  i s  th a t 'women school 
tea ch e rs  in  th e  S i l l  p a rish  o ften  marry farmers* while th i s  i s  le s s  
l ik e ly  in  tbs D elta  where a l l  th ree  white schools are loca ted  in  
towns* Among H ill  Xegroea* the females re p o r t  more formal schooling 
th an  males* TShile th e  l a s t  grade completed by males was most l ik e ly  
to  be the th i r d  o r fourth* fo r  Kegro women i t  was much more l ik e ly  to  
be th e  f i f t h  or s ix th*  This sex  d iffe ren ce  fo r  Negroes does no t hold 
for th e  Delta* w here m ales a re  as l ik e ly  as fem ales to hare f in ish ed  
th e  f i f t h  end s ix th *
Grade in  school completed by sons seven to  s ix teen  y ears  o f age and 
liv in g  w ith  paren ts  i s  shown in  Table LYIII* and th a t  f o r  daughters of 
tikis age group i s  given in  Table LIX*
lone of the  sons had f in ish e d  high school* while th e re  were a very 
few eases of daughters who had* This may be due in  p a r t  to  e i th e r  of 
two reasons t G irls  u su a lly  f in is h  high school somewhat younger than 
boy8 * and boys a re  le s s  l ik e ly  to  s tay  w ith paren ts a f te r  f in ish in g  
high school* The ad d itio n a l f a c t  remains* however* th a t  fa ra  boys 
drop out o f school more freq u e n tly  and e a r l i e r  than  g ir ls *  The d a ta  
on non-farm g i r l s  rev ea l th a t  fam ilie s  in  th i s  group a re  more l ik e ly  
t e c o n ta in  high school g raduates and o th e rs  in  high school than  the  
farm groups*
H il l  w hites w ith 29*5 per cen t o f  i t s  daughters in  high school* rank 
h ig h est among the  fo u r major a rea  and race  groups* D elta w hites have 
alm ost th e  same ra te*  That fo r H il l  Hegroes is  lower than  fo r  Delta* 
which only  suggests to  th e  w r i te r  th a t  H ill  Negro daughters a re  moge
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l ik e ly  to  have l o f t  haste a t  th is  ago* Thoy cannot go t o  work fo r  wages 
and re n a ta  f a  the  hone o f p a ren ts  ao conveniently  as thooo can on D elta  
p lan ta tio n s*
Begro ch ild ren  in  oaoh a re a  were much more re ta rd ed  then w hites# 
b u t th e  m oo d iffe re n c e  was g re a te s t  in  th e  H ills*  I t  appears, when a l l  
w hites in  the D elta  a re  considered , the la rg e  p roportion  of la n d le ss  
fans e ra  in  our sample ten d s to  o f f s e t  the  extreme d iffe ren c e  between 
w hite  p la n te rs  and Begro©s.
Grade in  school oospleted  by sens no t l iv in g  w ith  p a ren ts  i s  given 
in  Table L I, and sons unexpected f a c ts  seem apparent* whereas the  heads 
o f D elta  w hite owner fam ilie s  had a considerab le  um ber o f high school 
and co lleg e  g rad u a tes , the  sons seen to  have le s s  education  than  th e  
fa th e rs*  Bens o f  the 5 sons o f owners had attended c o lleg e , and only 
one of the  f iv e  had graduated f re e  high school* An old doctor in  Tensas 
said  the p la s te rs "  sons would not a ttend  and today seldom f in ish e d  col* 
lege* He thought they were much le s s  l ik e ly  to  do so than  th e  p rev ises  
generation* f in ish in g  co llege  in  i t s e l f  ju s t  d o esn 't seem to  have th i  
appeal as a  b ig  accomplishment th a t  i t  has with the fan s  boy in  the  
H i l l s ,  whose f a th e r ,  in  a l l  p ro b a b il i ty , never went to  college*
One high school p r in c ip a l in  the  southern end o f the p a rish  had a  
d if fe re n t  opinion* He said sons o f p la n te rs  in  h is  area  did go to  col* 
lege and  Steps t  always f in ish e d  p ro fessio n a l courses, and he thought they  
a sm  wore l ik e ly  than th e i r  fa th e rs  to  a tten d  and f in is h  college* Dif­
ferences w ith in  tbs parish  ev id en tly  were pronounced* Our d a ta  d e fi­
n i te ly  in d ic a te  th a t  H ill  w hite and Begro sons are more l ik e ly  to  f in is h  
co lleg e  than those o f e i th e r  raoe in  the Delta# b u t the inadequacy o f
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eases makes a  g e n e ra lis a tio n  fo r  the  p a r is h e s  o r fo r the  ty p es of a reas  
u n ju s tif ie d *
Sons who had no t f in ish e d  any grade were found only among Negroes, 
n early  always i a  th e  D e lta , alm ost never among H il l  Negroes* In  the 
D elta  I t  was n e t  uncommon fo r th is  rac e , e sp e c ia lly  fo r  the  sons of 
croppers and la b o re rs , none o f whom had f in ish ed  a grade h igher theft 
the fourth*
Table LXI shove th a t  th e re  were more co llege  graduates among thft 
daughters l iv in g  away from p aren ts  than was found above fo r  boys* This 
holds tru e  fo r  B i l l  w hites and Negroes and fo r  Delta whites* There s t i l l  
were no os l ie g e  graduates among D elta  Negroes or any who had a ttended  
college*
Almost th r e e - f i f th s  of the  H ill  white daughters had fin ish ed  high 
sohool, and the r a te  fo r  farm owners only was p ra c t ic a l ly  the  same*
This i s  considerab ly  higher than  fo r  sons* In the  D elta to o , four o f 
the f iv e  white farm owners* daughters had f in ish e d  h ig i sohool, which 
i s  a  much h igher ra te  than was found fo r sons*
An unusual f e e t  Is  observable among H il l  Negroes* Daughters who 
did not go to  co lleg e  had not f in ish e d  grammar school. One of the 
l ik e ly  explanations i s  e a r ly  m arriage which is  common among the  farm 
Negro g i r l s c f  the  H ills*  The D elta  Begro g i r l s  were a l i t t l e  mere 
lllce ly  to  have no schooling , bu t s t i l l  a  g re a te r  per oent had finished  
grammar school*
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P ub lica tions R egularly Received 
Supplementing the work o f  formal education  In  the reg u la r organised  
school ays tea* l i t e r a tu r e  in  the hone oan be an im portant fa c to r  in  th e  
complete t ra in in g  and s o c ia l is a t io n  o f the child* Then too , i t  must be 
r emembered th a t  e th e r  members o f the  household who are  not in  tb s schools 
need ba th  th e  re c re a tio n a l and in s tru c t io n a l  values th a t  oan be gained 
from reading good books, magazines and newspapers*
Fam ilies in  th e  sample were ashed to re p o rt th e  number and types 
o f  magazine s which th ey  reoeived  regu la rly*  Table LXII shows the per* 
centage o f fam ilie s  who repo rted  a sp e c ified  number and fam ilie s  who 
repo rted  none*
In  the  S i l l  a re a , no fam ily o f  ellfcer race had te n  or more magazines* 
sad no negro fam ily  had above six* One-fourth of the H ill w hites and 5*0 
p e r cen t o f the  Segro fam ilie s  repo rted  four to  s ix  magazines* The mmkber 
most f req u e n tly  reported  was one fo r Segroes and two to  th re e  fo r whites* 
The p e r cen t rep o rtin g  none was 21*5 fo r  w hites and 35*8 fo r Begro es# 
Tenure d iffe ren c e s  were marked and consisten t*  oroppers and lab o re rs  
rep o rtin g  none mush more freq u en tly  than ren ters*  and re n te rs  more 
freq u en tly  than  owners* The whit© owners repo rted  none in  13*3 per 
eedk and the  Hegro owners In  11.8 per oent of th e  cases* The d iffe ren ­
t i a t io n  w ith in  the  owner c la ss  was considerably  g rea te r  fo r  w hites than 
legroes* S ix ty -e ig h t per cent of th e  l a t t e r  repo rted  one magazine* while 
the  former were about equally  d iv id ed  among those having one* two to  
three* and th re e  to four*
Only th e  w hites o f  th e  D elta  had fam ilie s  repo rting  te n  or more 
magazines* and th ese  most freq u en tly  were owner fam ilies*  A ll o th e rs  
were non-faxm* Here than  h a lf  o f  these  whit © owners reported  more than
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miS z  end so  fam ily  rep o rted  none • This was tha only group* farm or non* 
fern* i a  the  e n t i r e  sample l a  which th e re  v a t not one fam ily w ithout any 
magazines* and m ly  one o f  th eee  had le a s  than  too* D ifferences w ith in  
the D elta  fane  w hltea were g re a te r  th an  fo r  any e th e r  major fa ra  group* 
lfe ile  S i p e r oent o f the ownera had more than s ix  magazines, t h i s  was 
t r u e  o f only U 4  p e r oent o f th e  re n te rs  and none o f th e  eroppera or 
laborers*  and w hile none o f  the  owners were w ithout me gas Ins a* one o f  
th e  fo u rteen  r a s te r s  and n e a rly  h a lf  o f th e  47 eroppera and lab o re rs  
had none*
D elta  Degrees were l e a s t  provided w ith magazines* More than h a lf  
of th e  e n t i r e  group had none* t h i s  ia  c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  high r a te  o f 
i l l i t e r a c y  o f th a t  group* Ko fans fa& ily had more than  th ree*  and 40 
per sen t o f th e  owners were w ithout any* Of the 26 eroppera and lab o re rs  
only 11*5 p e r eent had m y  magazine*
fa b le  LXII1 oontalna d a ta  on th re e  types of magazines* The pe r­
centages o f fa m ilie s  rep o rtin g  re lig io u s*  women's and c h ild re n 's*  and
i
osm binatlene o f  th ese  a re  given* Women's magazines were most popular 
o f  th ese  th ree  in  a l l  fo u r  major c a teg o rie s  and in  every farm tenure 
group* D elta  A i t s  owners had a l l  but one o f the fam ilie s  who reported  
re l ig io u s  and women's* and a s  given in  a  fo o tn o te  to  th e  tab le*  two of 
th a t  group were th e  only ones rep o rtin g  a l l  three* The Do I t  a  w hite 
owners were  th e  only ones in  which mors than  o n e -th ird  had any o f these  
magazines* even though p ra c t ic a l ly  th re e -fo u rth s  of th is  group had one 
o r mere*
So D elta  Segro farm fam ily  had any one o f  th ese  th re e  magazines* 
fu r th e r  emphasising the  extreme d lf  fo resee  between th i s  group and the
ITS
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„__,  . .  la sh e rPopulation  group O M f| Bone R elig iousonly
Women**
only
R eligious and 
women**
K ill  White IOC 69*8 1 .9 27.2 •MS*
O n e rs 60 70.0 30 . 0 •mmm
l a d e n 12 91.7 — 8.3 - -
Croppers and lab o re rs 2 1 0 0 .0 • a — .wee
Son-far** 29 6 8 .6 6 .9 51.0 esse
S i l l  Xssre 67 89.5 3 .0 6 . 0 1.5
Ceners S i 82*3 2.9 1 1 .8 2 .9
Bentera 20 95.0 5.0 — tmm-
Croppers and lab o re rs 11 1 0 0 .0 eew — —
Son-far* 2 1 0 0 .0 — — —
D elta  White 96 66.3 4.2 16.8 9.5
Oeners 19 26.5 6.3 36.8 31.6
B eaters 14 71.4 — 21.4 7.1
Croppers end la b o re rs 47 83.0 6 .4 1 0 .6 —
lo sp fsm ^ 15 80.0 — 6.7 13.3
D elta  leg ro 79 98.7 — 1.5 —
Owners 15 1 0 0 .0 sees
B eaters 17 1 0 0 .0 see* —
Croppers and lab o re rs 26 1 0 0 .0
lon -faiw 21 95.2 — 4.8 <e—
S i l l  w hite non -fara  fam ily  reported  a children*a magazine.
*Qam D elta  w hite  noa-fann fam ily  rep o rted  women** and children** nags-
z ia s s ,  and te e  rep o rte d  a l l  th re e  types*
md e l ta  w hite owners* d a ily  *»d weekly newspapers. occupational m a g e l in e s  
and combinations o f th ese  ere  p resen ted  in  Table tXIV. While one or two
o f  th ese  would seem to  be the veiy minimum fo r  way fam ily , more than
o n e -f if th  o f each major group were w ithout any o f th e  th ree*  I t  was 
tru e  fo r  £3*3 p e r  oent o f the H il l  w h ites . 37*3 p e r oent of the  H ill
Hegroes. 32*6 p e r eea t o f the d e lta  w hites wad 64*4 per oent o f the
d e lta  Hegroes* Tenure d iffe ren o ea  w ith in  the  fans groups were g re a t ,  
owners eonslstezfcly  rep o rtin g  th ese  p u b lica tio n s  more freq u en tly  than  
non-owners. and th e  eroppera and lab o re rs  showing a  much h igher propor­
t io n  o f f a n ! l ie s  hawing none than was tru e  o f any o th er tenu re  group*
The Southern A g r ic u l tu ra l is t  was veiy popular* When H ill  Hegroes 
had only one o f  tfas th re e  in  Table LXIV. i t  was four tim es as l ik e ly  
to  be an  oeoupatlonal magaslns* This was the kind found almost on* 
e l w i s e ly  among d e l ta  Hegroes where about h a lf  the time i t  was aeoon- 
panied by the d a ily  paper. F if ty -e ig h t p e r cent o f  the  H ill  w hite 
owners took sueh a  magazine, and in  about f o u r - f i f th s  o f  those eases 
the d a ily ,  weekly o r both newspapers a lso  were found*
The D elta  w h ite  owners and re n te rs  did n o t d i f f e r  g re a tly  in  th e  
possession o f these  t l r e e  kinds o f  reading m a tte r , though th e  owner was 
mseh mere l ik e ly  to  have a l l  three* The croppers and lab o re rs  who had 
any were most l ik e ly  to  have only th e  d a ily  paper* About o n e - f if th  
o f them had the  eseupatlonal magazine, and none had a l l  th ree*
Then a l l  reading m a tte r  i s  considered together we can conclude 
th a t  D elta  w hite owners are  b e s t  supplied , b u t th a t  a l l  H ill  w h ites 
taken  as one group a re  b e t t e r  supplied  than any corresponding group*
The D elta w hite owners eanaot make up fo r  the  very low percentage of
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croppers and lab o re rs  who have any reading m ateria ls*  H ill  Negroes 
a re  somewhat b e t t e r  supp lied  th an  D elta  Degrees, and fo r  both of these  
groups th e  lo s e r  tenu re  c la s se s  a re  much nore l ik e ly  to be w ithout any*
Bdmsational f a o i l l t i e s  a re  d e f in i te ly  inadequate in  both the  B ill  
and the  D elta  a reas  and fo r  both  races* The H il l  people do no t have th e  
tax ab le  w ealth , and those  in  the  D elta  who have w ill  not u se  i t  fo r  w hites 
o r fo r Hegroes* R acial d iffe re n c e s  a re  g rea t in  the D elta , but In  the 
H il ls  the Hegroes appear to  have some sohoole th a t  a re  doing work com- 
parab le  in  nany re sp ec ts  to  those of the  ufcitee* Both races in  the  
H il ls  appear to Rake g re a te r  e f f o r t  to  provide educa tional f a o i l l t i e s  
than  one f in d s  in  th e  D elta , bu t in  both  a reas , high sohool opportuni­
t i e s  for Hegroes a re  very  poor*
The p ro p o rtio n  o f c h ild ren  a c tiv e ly  en ro lled  appears to  be f a i r l y  
high fo r both races in  the  lower sohool age groups, and d iffe ren ces  among 
farm te n o rs  c la s se s  a re  not so g rea t*  However, the high r a te  of physioal 
m obility  o f  non-om ing w hite farm fam ilie s  in  the D elta  has a  veiy d e tr i ­
m ental o f f s e t  upon th e  o p era tio n  o f white schools* Enrollment f lu c tu a te s  
a  g re a t d e a l, and f a o i l l t i e s  o ften  beoaoe inadequate*
I l l i t e r a c y  is  h ighest fo r  D elta  Hegroes, followed by H ill  Hegroes, 
and D elta  w hites have a h igher r a te  than  H ill  whites* Tenure d iffe ren ces 
i a  every group are pronounced, eroppera and lab o re rs  having extrem ely 
high ra te s*  G rea tes t Improvement during the l a s t  two deoades seams to  
have beam made in  the  H i l l s ,  e sp e c ia lly  for Hegroes*
The h ig ie s t  percentage of high school and college graduates was 
fbtmd among D elta  w hite farm owners* The male and female heads appear
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to  here  a ttended  co lleg e  about a s  f re q u e n tly  as th e i r  sons* Daughter* 
e f  owners were mere l ik e ly  then  eons to  here been In  college*
Xe gross were move l ik e ly  to  be re ta rd ed  in  both  a re a s , though D elta  
f a n  ehlldrw a e f  w hite non-owner fa m ilie s  were wary l ik e ly  to  be retarded* 
The homes f a l l  t e  p re r id e  adequate l i t e r a tu r e  fo r re e re a tle n a l  end 
is s t r e e t le n a l  purposes* A high pe roe s tage  o f fa m  homes are e n t i r e ly  
without i a  eaeh aiwa* As a  major group* S i l l  w hites a re  somewhat b e t te r  
s a l l i e d  than D elta  w h ite s , though D elta  w hite  f a m  owners a re  v e ry  mueh 
b e t te r  supplied  than  any o th er f a m  group o f e i th e r  area* B i l l  Kegroe* 
a re  a m  l ik e ly  t e  b a re  m e  fo ra  o f  mag&xinas o r newspapers than th e  
D elta Xegroea* and oroppers and lab o re rs  who mdce up the m ajo rity  o f  
D elta  Begro fam o rs*  a re  meet l ik e ly  to  be t o ta l ly  without*
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Tbo French R evolution in troduced end p re se n tly  e s ta b lish e d  u n i-  
f t n t l  m ahocd an f f r a g e ,  church d ise s tab lish m en t,  r e la t iv e  freedom 
o f  a g ita t io n  and d iscu ssio n , the  supremacy o f parliam ent o re r  th e  
s s s s t t t i to ,  and a b o li t io n  of a l l  meaner of leg a l d isc rim in a tio n s 
among c lasses*  Ind iT idual p ro p rie to rsh ip  was encouraged by tra n s -  
fonaiag peasan ts in to  Iw&dhelders* A ll th is  was le g itim ise d  in  
the wane o f the  r ig h ts  of man, and cemented in  w alls o f  in ten se  
n a tio n a l I s  t i e  sen tim en t*1
One o f  th e  most s ig n if ic a n t  r e s u l ts  of extreme s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of 
any democr a t i c  so c ie ty  i s  th e  p ro b ab ility  th a t  one o f those e le c te e  d l l  
held p o l i t ic a l  deal nance and conduct th e  government fo r  i t s  o a t  benefit*  
Shis cam happen d e n  th e  urban population  g re a tly  exceeds and fe e ls  an 
antagonism toward the  ru ra l  popu la tion , and i t  i s  always l ik e ly  when say 
t e r r i t o r i a l  o r  re s  ideas e  popu lation  i t s e l f  i s  extrem ely s t r a t i f ie d *
11 Should the rungs of the a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder become r ig id  bare between 
(d a is e s ,  an American id e a l would be lo s t*  In  a community o f r ig id  
groups,  normal democratic p rocesses a re  unable to  fanetion*
The con ten ts  o f t h i s  chap ter w il l  t e s t  the hypothesest th a t  there  
e re  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  between th e  governments of b e lta  and H ill 
p a rish es  of Louisiana! th a t  such d iffe ren c e s  a re  undergoing m odifica­
tio n !  and th a t  they  a re  re la te d  te  c e r ta in  v a r ia tio n s  in  econcmio wel­
fa re ,  educational e f f ic ie n c y , c la s s  c o n f l ic t ,  crime and o ther important 
so c ia l phenomena* l a  o rder to  insure  th a t the p o l i t i c a l  d a ta  w ill  be
^Harold D. Laeswell, P o l i t io s  (Hew Yoric* MoOraw H il l ,  1936), p , xgp4
N a tio n a l  Resources Committee, P re s id e n t 's  Committee on Farm Tenancy 
Fsm  Tenancy (Washington* Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 18&7), p« 7 ,
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o e s^ le te ly  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f the two typos of a re a s , f iv e  H il l  and four 
D elta  p a rish es  a re  bo lag  used  i a  th is  p a r t  of the stujty* In order to  
loop thoee v a r ia b le s  a t  a  m in im a  which may be eausing  d iffe ren c e s  in  
government, p a rish e s  are  e e l so te d  i a  which over h a lf  (64 to  37 per cen t) 
o f th e  people in  1930 were c la s s if ie d  a s  ru ra l-fan a  and in  which co tto n  ( 
r a n ts  f i r s t  a s  a  commercial c rop , the  D elta  pa rishes are  Concordia, 
Tensa s ,  Madison and  Hast C a rro ll % the  H il l  p a rish es are  B ien v ille , 
Caldw ell, Jackson, S t .  Helena and Winn.
The absence of urban people i s  e sp e c ia lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  both  a reas . 
For th e  D e lta , i t  i s  16 per c e n t , and fo r  the H i l l s ,  in  which only one 
p a r ish  baa an urban community, Ju s t a  l i t t l e  over 6  p e r c e n t. Xo urban 
community In  e i th e r  a re a  had a population as la rg e  as 4000 in  1930, and 
only two had reached th a t wise in  1940.
Perhaps the n e s t  o b je c tiv e  c r i te r io n  by which a government can be 
sa id  to  be dem ooratie i s  t ie  ex ten t to  which th e  q u a lif ie d  members o f  I t s  
population  p a r t ic ip a te ,  without coercion o r r e s t r i c t io n ,  in  choosing I t s  
p o l i t i c a l  lead ers  and in  de tem in ing  the  p o lio ie s  o f those le a d e rs . 
T herefore , when we attem pt to  compare p o l i t ic a l  u n i ts ,  we seam J u s tif ie d  
i a  m ain tain ing  th a t  those u n its  which hare the h ig h est p ropo rtiona te  
re p re se n ta tio n  in  e le c t  lone a re  most dem ocratic.
Usually when anyone mentions the sm all r a t io  of v o ters  to  to ta l  
popu lation  in  a s ta te  o r county th e  ready answer i s  th a t  th e re  i s  a 
h ig i p ropo rtion  of Hegroes or o f a l ie n s . Hegroes are  an important 
f a s t e r ,  o f  course, in  Louisiana where in  1930 they  c o n s titu te d  36.9 p e r 
cen t of the  t o t a l  popu la tion . For the f iv e  H ill  parishes the per se n t 
Hegro I s  36, and fo r th e  four D elta  p a rish e s , 71. When we compare the
r a t i o  o f people vo ting  to  those  of vo ting  age in
th e  Democratic Primary o f 1990 when a  United S ta te s  Senator was chosen, 
we f in d  the  fo llow ingt in  th e  H i l l s ,  26*4 per oent of these  o f  vo ting  
age voted i in  the  Delta* 6*1 per oent* Considering w hites onlyi in  
&it H i l l s ,  41*9 per oen t o f  those o f  voting  age voted j in  th e  D elta
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only 24*8 per cent* A ra th e r  in te re s tin g  f a e t  i s  th a t  in  the D elta , 
the  lower the percentage o f Bggroes the lower th e  p roportion  of w hites 
who vote* This i s  dae p a r t ly  to th e  f a c t  th a t  in  th e  D elta  th e re  is  a 
eeste  so c ie ty  based p a r t ly  on ra e e , but e x is tin g  a lso  w ith in  the w hite 
ra s e , baaed on t r a d i t io n ,  w ealth , p roperty  ownership, res idence , and 
farm tenancy, so i t  i s  found th a t  where th e  p ro po rtion  of Hegroes i s  
lower th e  p roportion  of underpriv ileged  w hites i s  h ig h er. As everyone 
knows, most of th ese  w hites in  the p ast have been th e  land less farmers* 
In  one H ill  p a rish  64*0 per oent of the w hites o f age vo ted , w hile 
in  the  D elta  p a rish  having the low est r a te ,  17*4 per cent voted. The 
mwah h igher per oent vo ting  o f H ill  than D elta w h ites in  1930 d if fe rs
g re a tly  from th a t  found in  1890 when th e  per oent voting in  the D elta
3g re a tly  exceeded th a t  fo r th e  H ills*
Hhen we consider minor c iv i l  d iv is io n s  we find  the  number o f votes 
ia  D elta  wards very  low* Of the  fo r ty  wards i n  th e  H ill a rea , only one 
had le s s  than  f i f t y  vo tes in  1930, while out o f a to ta l  of 32 wards in  
th e  four D elta p a rish es  nine had an average of only 10*4 vo tes , sad four 
of th ese  had a t o ta l  o f 26 v o tes . In one D elta pa rish  there  were fiv e  
v o tes  in  a  ward, which was le s s  than 2 p e r  cent of the  276 people o f 
vo ting  age* g t i l l ,  i t  i s  a m atte r o f record  th a t  th is  ward e le c te d  I t s
% oger w7 Shqgg, op* o i t , , Appendix, Table 7 
school board member and po lioo  Juror*
I t  i s  in te re s tin g  to  compare the p ropo rtions voting  In two of tho 
p a rish es  w ith  tb s  s t a t e  of Ohio, as  shown In  fa b le s  LXV and IX7I* The 
p ropo rtio ns o f the  popu la tion  of voting  age who voted in  1930 In  St* 
Helena, Tensas and the s t a t s  of Ohio were 26*4 p er o e n t, 6*1 p e r oent 
and 47*4 p e r oent* Thus we see th a t  the  D elta  p a rish  has le s s  than 
one-fourth  the r a t s  of represext a tio n  a t  th e  p o lls  o f  th e  H ill  p a rish  
and Ju s t a  l i t t l e  more than  one-e igh th  o f th a t  of Ohio* In  1910 th ere  
was a  g re a t in c rease  in  voting* which a ffe c te d  a l l  th ree  o f these  p o li­
t i c a l  u n its*  As shown in  Table LXV, the p e r oent voting became 48*7 
fo r  St* Selena, 16*9 fo r  Tensas and 71*7 fo r  Ohio* The D elta  p a rish  
people were increasing  th e i r  re p re se n ta tio n  more ra p id ly  than  e i th e r  
e f  th e  o th e r  areas* b u t s t i l l  were very f a r  behind*
When only w hites are  considered in  the two Louisiana parishes and 
compared w ith each o th e r  and the s ta te  o f Ohio* the r a te s  of represen­
ta t io n  a re  as shown in  Table LX7* In  St* Helena 64*0 per oen t and in  
Tensas 24*9 per cen t o f  the w hites of voting  age voted in  the governor*a 
e le c tio n  of 1940* On th is  b a s is  the D elta pa rish  had eonslderably  le s s  
than h a lf  the r a te  o f re p re se n ta tio n  of the H ill  p a r is h  and ex ac tly  one- 
th i rd  the ra te  f o r  a l l  c la s s e s  e f  O hio 's population* An ad d itio n a l e le ­
ment which has some s ig n if ic a n c e  i s  th a t  th e  p e r  cen t e f  fo re ign -bom  
persons in  Chic was 7*9* w hile i t  was only 0*4 fo r  Tensas* There were 
only T fo re ign -born  persons in  the H ill  parish* The fa c t  th a t  68*9 per 
cen t e f  <9110*0 popu lation  was urban in  1940 may tend to  favor a higher 
r a te  o f v o tin g , b u t i t  m ust be remembered th a t  a l l  the people of the two 
Louisiana p a rish es  a re  r u s t l  and th a t  a very g re a t per oent a re  ru ra l -
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TABLE 1X7
raiBSK o f  r m  p o fu u t io n  op voting age and per cent v o tin g ,
BT PARISH, ABO FOR OHIO IB 1930 AMD 19401
11 V
1930 1940
P o l i t ic a l
u n it
Noaber of 
voting age
Far cent 
vo ting
Hunber of
vo ting  age
Per cent 
voting
St* Helena 4,006 26.4 4,744 48.7
Tensas 6,330 6 * 1 8,992 16.3
Second Hard 
o f Tensas 1,746 4 .7 2,292 2 1 .1
Ohio 4432,261 47*4 4,563,907 71.7
TABLE LXVI
PER CEST OF POPULATIOB OF VOTING AOS WHO VOTED, WHEN 
EXCLUDED FROM LOUISIANA DATA, 19401
NEGROES ARE
P o l i t ic a l
u n it
Hunber o f 
vo ting  age
Per cent 
vo ting
Per oent 
w hites are 
o f to ta l  
population
Per cent 
ru ra l- f a m
S t. Helena 2,473 54.0 47.1 86.4
Tensas 2,542 23.9 29.7 78.0
Ohio 4,583,907 71.7 95.1 16.6
^S ow otit Age data  fro® P if te e n th  and S ix teen th  Census R eports. Data 
os ra tin g  fro® Loslalana E lec tio n  R eturns, 1930 and 1940, and from a 
l e t t e r  t e s t  by th e  Seofcetary of S ta te  f o r  Ohio, Columbus* Louisiana 
e le e t io s  d a ta  a re  fo r  United S ta te s  Senator in  1930 and governor in  
1940, For Ohio, d a ta  fo r  governor's  e le c tio n  In  1940 were used.
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fexm* Di«r«for« th e  oonaunlty sad I t s  p o l i t io a  would seam to  belong 
lo g ie t l ly  t o  tb s  faim people more th an  to  any o thers*  E sp ec ia lly  should 
th i s  be  neim ally  expected In  Tensas where there  i s  an alm ost complete 
absence o f e a n te rs  of o rg an isa tio n  o th er than the th re e  towns* I f  
farm ers don’t  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the ward and p a rish  p o lit ie s *  they  are  
prao t i e  a l ly  w ithout any c iv ic  p a r t ic ip a tio n .
Voting i s  more convenient in  the H ills*  In  the four H ill  p a rish es 
ef fo r th  Louisiana* B ienville*  Caldwell* Jackson and Winn* th e  a v e r s e  
somber o f p o llin g  p laoes i s  20* w hile i n  tbs D elta th e  average is  1Q«&* 
I f  we leave out Concordia which i s  f a r th e s t  south* the  o th e r th re e  have 
an average of only e ig h t and o ne-th ird  p o llin g  plaoes* This d iffe ren c e  
i s  o f f s e t  p a r t i a l ly  by the d iffe ren c e s  in  form o f  se ttlem en t in  th e  two 
areas* In  th e  H ill  p a rish es  the d ispersed  type o f farm stead i s  p ro - 
dominant # i i l e  in  the D elta p a rish es homes of farm ers are  u su a lly  c lu s­
te re d  n eare r p r in c ip a l  highways and somewhat n eare r tra d e  cen ters*  
However* i t  would seen to  be e a s ie r  s t i l l  fo r  the H ill  fa m e rs  to  g e t 
to  a  nearby p o llin g  place*
Am pointed ou t e a r l i e r  in  the  chapter* white* in  th e  four D elta 
p a rish es  were more l ik e ly  t o  vo te  i n  1660 than in  the f iv e  H ill  parishes* 
Da 1980* however* i t  was found th a t  H ill  w hites had made much g re a te r  
gains then  D elta  w hites and were muoh more l ik e ly  to  vote a t  the l a t e r  
date* Prom 1980 to  1940 th e  gains were g re a te r  fo r D elta whites* which 
seem t o  be due to  the  in flu x  o f  H ill  fanners in to  the  D elta parishes*
An unusually  high r a te  of in crease  in  vo ting  took place in  the Second 
Hard o f Tensas parish*  While th e  e n tire  p a rish  showed a gain  of 198 
per east*  i n  th e  Second Ward the gain  was 897 per cent* T his ward a lso  
showed an increase  in  t o t a l  population  of 74 par cent while th a t  fo r
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tb s  p a r i  A  mas only  3*9 par cen t or le s s  thou h a lf  the ga in  o f any 
e th e r  S a lta  pariah* Machinery and th e  AAA had d isp laced  some w hit* 
tw M atfl, and these  to g e th e r with a  g rea t many farm m igran ts from o th er 
pariah** m dfrem  o th e r  s ta te * , alm ost always from the H i l l s ,  in  1930 
begem s e t t l in g  eu t-o v e r S a lta  land in  £ a s t and West C a rro ll , had ison  
mad Tensas* In  the  See end Ward o f  Tensas th e re  was a la rg e  eonoent r a ­
t io n  of th e se  s e t t l e r s ,  and though naey gave up and l e f t ,  many more hare 
e s ta b lish e d  resides**  and q u a lif ie d  to  ro te*  The repeal o f th e  p o ll  ta x  
requirement o f  the s ta te  e v id en tly  helped to  increase  the ra te  of voting  
among the  lower c la sses*  This ward became more s ig n if ic a n t p o l i t i c a l ly  
in  the  p a r is h , i t s  p ro p o rtio n a te  share changing from 19 per cen t of the  
p a rish  t o t a l  vote in  1930 to 31 per cent in  1940* Two o ther wards in  
Tensas whioh to g e th e r  had only 19 votes in  1930, gained over 900 per 
sea t by 1940.
Seme g a la s  a re  Tory l ik e ly  to  represent only g re a te r  in te r e s t  in  
p a r t ic u la r  e le c tio n s  and not increases in  q u a lif ie d  voters* There i s  
seme co n tra ry  evidence, however, fo r ju s t  as every D elta  p a rish  voted 
Whig i s  1949 every one except Concordia voted overwhelmingly ag a in st 
L e g  f o r  United S ta te s  Senator i s  1930* He reoeived ju s t  & l i t t l e  over 
o n e -th ird  of th e  D elta  vote while winning e a s i ly  i s  the s ta te *  The H ill  
p a rish e s , a l l  of whioh had voted Democrat Jo in  1948, gave him 73 per 
sent o f the  veto* In  1940, w ith  the Long o rg an iza tio n  lo s in g  l a  the 
S ta te , the  D elta  v o te rs  were much more f r ie n d ly , g iving the lo s in g  
candidate  alm ost 48 pe r cent* The change in  East C arro ll was frost 38 
p e r  s e a t  fo r  Long in  1930 to  more than 60 per cen t in  1940* That of 
Kadi a on changed from 19 per cen t to  49 per cent fo r Long* The Second
Hurd o f T oasts gave Long only  SO per coat in  1950, bu t in  1940, a f te r  
th e  in f lu x  o f s n a i l  farm ers, gave the  Long o rg an isa tio n  40 per cent 
o f  th e  votes* That Long was a  symbol of the masses and opposed by th e  
t r a d i t io n a l  D elta  ru lin g  o lass  i s  fu r th e r  emphasised by the d iffe rea o e  
In  the  support received  by the  o rg an isa tio n  in  two cf the wards of 
Tensas* One i s  th i s  Second Ward w ith i t s  Hew Ground farm ers, while 
the e th e r  i s  the  Third'W ard, whioh conta ins the p ariah  s e a t—the cen te r 
and symbol o f the ru lin g  c la s s  of the  parish*  While th e  Second Ward was 
g lu ing  the  Long o rg an isa tio n  a  l i t t l e  or o r 60 p e r cen t of i t s  v o te s , the  
Third gave i t  only 54 p e r  c e n t , and the number of vo tes in  the Second 
exceeded those in  th e  T hird by 10 per cent* These two wards to g e th e r  
contained  60 per cen t of the  t o t a l  p a rish  vote*
In  th e  absence o f o ther convincing evidence i t  must be concluded 
th a t  th e  c o n tro l o f the vote by a small dominant upper c la s s  in  the  
D elta has been sev ere ly  th rea ten ed  i f  not lo s t  w ith in  the l a s t  decade* 
The vote of th ese  now sm all farm ers i s  not ju s t  an expression  of f a i th  
in  any candidate* I t  i s  a ls o , i f  not p rim a rily , an expression  of oos» 
f l i e t  w ith  the o ld  D elta  re s id e n t—w ith  the p la n ta tio n  owner and h is  
friends*
Zs i t  l ik e ly  th a t  the t r a d i t io n a l  ru lin g  c la ss  is  going to r e l in ­
quish co n tro l w ithout a s tru g g le?  Is  i t  possib le  th a t  in  order to  
d e fe a t the  r is in g  p o l i t i c a l  opposition  they may even encourage the  
Wsgrees on t h e i r  p la n ta tio n s  to vote? Would fe a r  of the fu tu re  r e s u l ts  
o f such a  s te p  cause them to  r e s i s t  the tem ptation? There seems to  be 
no b a s is  upon which we can o f fe r  a h igh ly  probable p re d ic tio n  concerning
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Xegroes v o tin g , but th e re  i s  oonvinclog evidence th a t  small farm owners
and t m t i  msang the  w hites a ra  ra p id ly  approaching a tima when they
w il l  outnuaber the  t r a d i t io n a l  ru le r s  of the D e lta . That they w il l  gain
p o l i t i c a l  dominance ewer th en  seems lik e ly *  A reoent su rrey  brought th e
re p o rt th a t  "A new lan d -ra sh , a aorement o f n a tio n a l s ig n if ic a n c e , i s
under way in  th e  poorly  drained  cu t-over a reas of the  M iss iss ip p i D elta ,
in  L ouisiana, M iss iss ip p i and Arkansas.**
Hoffs re mi e r found th a t  the r a t io  o f w hites to Negroes in  one o f  th e
8Mew Ground se ttlem en ts  was about fou r to  one, and H itt  found a  s im ila r
ra tio *  &  s ta te s  th a t ,  " i f  the  Mew Ground settlem ent continues in  the
fu tu re  as p red ic ted  and the same r a t io  of w hite to  Hegro s e t t l e r s  p re -
w a ils , th e  p roportion  of th e  t o t a l  D elta  fan s population  c o n s titu te d
by w hites may experience a s ig n if ic a n t  increase* Smith, In  speaking
of the D elta , s ta te s  t h a t ,  "Only during recent years does p o l i t i c a l
ferment a t  the  bottom o f the  so c ia l  sca le  b id  f a i r  to upset the* ee tab -
7lish e d  e c h o s  o f so c ia l re la tio n sh ip s* "
The p la n te rs  a re  w ell aware of th e  Im plications of th e  s itu a tio n *  
They a re  eery  nuoh consented and have expressed th e ir  fears*  They seem 
very co n sc ien tio u sly  to  b e liev e  th a t  the new order whioh stay be c r e a te d  
by the  lower economic and so c ia l c la s s  people, p a r t ic u la r ly  as influenced 
by Inmigrant farm ers from tb s  H i l ls ,  w il l  be a le s s  o rd erly  and le s s
*Xmterbureau C oordinating Commit te e ,  Hew-Ground Settlem ents in  the
M iss issip p i D elta (Washingtons USDA, January 15, 1^41) , p . 1. *"""“
^Harold Heffsommer, Hew Ground Farmers in  the M ississipp i River 
Delta (Wash lag  torn  BAB, US DA, A p ril , 1941). — —
%smer L* H i t t ,  op* ©it*# p* 830*
^T* Lyzm Steith, The Sociology of Rural L ife (Hew Yorks Harper 
Bros*, 1840), p* 346*
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d e sirab le  o own u n ity  l a  whioh to  live*  One of th e  recen t w rite rs  who
p a ss io n a te ly  expresses th i s  p o in t of view is  the  D elta p la n te r  end
author* Percy, of G reenv ille , M ississipp i*  Speaking of the H ill  w h ites
he says* “T w enty-fire o r th ir ty  years ago they began to  seep in  from
the  h i l l s  o f Alabama and M ississipp i*  They came as ten a n ts  and remained
as s n a i l  farmers* In  c e r ta in  coun ties they  so throws and increased  th a t
they no# out-nuaber the Hegroes, o o a tro l the lo ca l government, and f ix
8the o u ltu re —God sare  th e  m ark--of those c o u n tie s*11
Whet a re  the  im p lica tions of a  change in  oo a tro l?  Does i t  make 
any d iffe ren c e  whether or not the  t r a d i t io n a l  ru le r s  lo se  con tro l?  Why 
are  the  sm all farm ers c lo su ring  for the  m ajority? I f  we compare o f f i ­
c ia ls  who hare been e le c te d  to  public  o ff ic e  in  the  D elta w ith th o se  In  
the B il ls ,  co n tac ts  with them in d ic a te  th a t  measured by in te l lig e n c e , 
education , v is io n  and what we often  c a l l  refinem ent, those o f th e  D elta  
a re  c e r ta in ly  equal i f  not su perio r to  th o se  o f the H ills*  They have 
p riv a te  l ib r a r i e s ,  they  have t r a v e l le d ,  they a re  a t  ease in  contacting  
o f f ic ia l s  o f  the s ta te  and n a tio n  in  making known t h e  wishes o f  t h e i r  
e le c to r a te  • One f a c t  must be kept in  mind however} th a t  no m atte r what 
kind of o f f i c i a l  i s  s le e te d  or government e s ta b lish e d , the  b e n e f its  a re  
l ik e ly  to  go to  th e  maos c o n tro llin g  th e  vote* What is  responsib le  fo r  
the f e e t  t h a t  th e  D elta  c i t i s e n s  w ith  much g re a te r  per c a p i ta  w ealth , 
much b e t te r  lan d , much h igher y ie ld  of co tto n  per acre and mere 'modern 
n e t  beds of a g r ic u ltu re  than  the  H ills  people spend r e la t iv e ly  much le s s  
fo r  education? I s  i t  th a t  they  d o n 't  used to ?  Census records f o r  1880
®M illiae Alexander Percy, op* o l t *, pp. 20-21*
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sa l  1940 shew h igher r a te s  of i l l i t e r a c y  fo r  w hites in  Tensas and much 
h igh*r r a te s  fo r  degrees than  in  St* Holona* Educators interview ed in  
Tensas a& alt t h a t  I t  was h a rd e r to  ^e t sohools b u i l t  end equipped in  
the  Delta* The H ill  people fe e l  they  a re  vo ting  money fo r  th e i r  fami­
lie s#  while the D elta  people have f e l t  they were paying to  educate the  
o th e r man.** ch ild*  The amount spent p e r re g is te re d  p u p il f o r  w hite i s  
g re a te r  and th a t  fo r Kegro Is  muoh g re a te r  in  th e  H ills  than the  Delta* 
School beard a m b e rs  In  Tensas don’t  seem t o  be using  th i s  o f f i c i a l  
p o s itio n  to  g e t  the r e la t iv e s  employed as freq u en tly  a s  in  the  H ills#  
but they  use i t  to  prevent th a t  board frcm making excessive demands on 
ta x  payers# end o f course the  ta x  payers have been th e  ones who e le c te d  
them* O ften the board members them selves have b ig  assessments*
Crime and Law gaforeencnt 
In  th e  Delta# the upper c la s s  w hites make the laws and apply them 
to  th e  o thers*  and to  th e  leg roes i f  i t  i s  d e s irab le  to  do so* In  the  
H ills  the  w hite man may g e t o f f  w ithout being fin ed  or imprisoned* un less 
the  charge is  serious* In  St* Helena the j a i l  seldom has a white person 
la  i t#  but the Begro w ill  almost c e r ta in ly  draw a f in e  o r be looked up* 
Town Begroes in  the  D elta  who a re  no t p& rtiou larly  needed fo r  work may 
be t r e a te d  in  a  s im ila r  manner* but i f  the p la n te r  wants the D elta Begro* 
he asks fo r  him* and u su a lly  th e re  Is no j a i l  sentence* An exception to  
th is  procedure would r e s u l t  i f  there  were a charge against the Begro by 
another w hite man* p a r t ic u la r ly  i f  i t  involved some v io la tio n  of cas te  
tra d itio n s *  Whites in  the Delta w ill  be ja i le d  o r fined  fo r  law  v io la*  
t io n s  i f  they  belong to  the lower c lasses*  e sp e c ia lly  i f  they a r e  w hite
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ten a n t fa ra e rs*  One of the  n e a t common offenaaa l a  the v io la t io n  of
gam  and f i s h  lava* Begroes, i t  aeema , a re  not o ffenders ae f re q u e n tly #
because th e  hunting and f lak in g  they  engage In  la  th a t  ty p ic a l  of th e i r  
eae te  and s a t  In te rp re te d  aa an infringem ent on th e  r ig h ts  and p r iv ile g e s  
o f the  s h i te  aria too raey*  The Hew Ground w hite s e t t l e r s  of the Second 
Yard i s  Tensaa hawe had a h igh  ra te  o f a r re s ts  and convict! one fo r  game 
sad f ia h  law v io la t io n  a and fo r  o th e r offenses* They offend frequently# 
end since  th ey  a re  white# they  cannot he ignored by th e  p a riah  of f le e rs#  
and aa th e  le a a  o f t i s s  through J a i l  sentences involves no lo ss  to  the  
p la s te r s  these  a re  the most l ik e ly  of a l l  to  be penalized* The d if fo r ­
esee in  policy  regard ing  the two raees in  the  D elta Is  exem plified by a  
statem ent from Percy: "To punish them aa you would a  white isan appears
met on ly  u n ju s t bu t immoral* Consequently, fo r a stabbing or a  shoot* 
lag# a w hite  man w il l  be eh urged w ith a s sa u lt  with in te n t  to  k i l l  (a
£blony), but a  Begro with simple a ssa u lt (a misdemeanor)* Those sen*
teased  to  a few weeks in  J a i l  a re  o ften  turned  loose a t night* so they
may enjoy the  p leasu res  of dom esticity* The in ju n c tio n  to  re tu rn  next
Q
morning in  time f o r  b reak fas t i a  always obeyed* Informers in  Tensas 
mentioned s im ila r  p ra c t ic e s .
1* The popu lation  of th ese  four D elta  p a rish es shows about twice 
as g rea t per cen t o f Begroes and a much g re a te r  per een t of lan d less  
farmers# both white and Begro# than  th a t of the f iv e  E i l l  parishes*
2* The people o f th e  two a reas  are comparable in  res id en ce , occu­
p a tio n  in  p r in c ip a l farm crop* The whites d i f f e r  very l i t t l e  In
wjbld*# p* 300*
n a tio n a l o r ig in s  but a g ro a t deal In  c u ltu ra l  tra d itio n s *
3* The to ta l  popu lation  in  th e  H il ls  in  1930 had a much h igher 
ru to  of rop roson ta tion  a t  tho po lls*  At th a t  time the p a tte rn  of 
cleavage o f th e  D elta  showed tho in fluence  of those D elta  people who 
voted Whig in  1846* When He gross are excluded from S t .  Helena and 
T ensas, the H il l  p a r is h  d a ta  s t i l l  show th a t  over tw ice as g rea t pro* 
p o rtion  of those 21 years o ld  voted as in  the  D elta parish*
4* The 1940 e le c tio n  demonstrated th a t  tho con tro l which had been 
held by the  t r a d i t io n a l  ru lin g  ol&ss had su ffered  severe lo sse s  due 
p rim a rily  to  a b ig  n e t increase  in  w hite farm immigrants, to  the  removal 
o f the  p o ll  ta x  and to  an in c rease  in  th e  number of small owners*
6 * The increase  in  voting  in  the  H il ls  a lso  f a r  exceeds th a t  ju a - 
t i f i e d  by th e  in c rease  in  population  and appears to  be a ffec ted  by th e  
f re e  voting p r iv i le g e , and perhaps to  a new type of p o l i t ic ia n  who ap** 
peered w ith in  the  l a s t  te n  to  f i f te e n  years*
6 * Toting has been more convenient in  th e  H i l l s , in d ic a tin g  th a t  
in  the  D elta , th e re  may be a conscious attem pt to  prevent c e r ta in  
e la sses  from voting*
7* Many Delta wards in  1930 had eo few v o tes , and such a low pro­
po rtion  of those of age vo ting , th a t  one must question  whether o r  not 
there  was rep re se n ta tiv e  democracy*
8 * Though the per c a p ita  wealth has been much g re a te r  in  the  D elta 
there  has been le s s  w illin g n ess  there  to  use i t  for public in s t i tu t io n a l  
purposes* The p o ss ib le  r e la t io n  between voting and governmental se rv ices 
suggests th a t  th e  changing c o n tro l may have very s ig n if ic a n t im plications 
fo r  ta x a tio n , educa tion , type of o f f i c i a l s  e le c te d  and many o th er functions*
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9* I t  h i m  t h a t  th e  tren d  in  v o tin g  may in te n s ify  c la ss  c o n f l ic t ,  
end one wonders IT S a lt*  p la n ta t io n  owners may even vo te  th e i r  Negroes 
in  am attem pt to  m ein taln  p o l i t i c a l  dominance*
10* Treatment of lav  v io la to rs  d i f f e r s  in  th e  two areas * Because 
of th e  p e c u lia r  e a s ts  and c la s s  s tru c tu re  in  the  D elta , i t  appears th a t  
Negroes a re  tre a te d  le a s  severe ly  than  lower c la s s  w h ites , while in  th e  
S llls^  g e n e ra lly , the  w h ites a re  tre a te d  w ith g re a te r  leniency than th a t  
accorded th e  Negroes*
11* I t  may net make any d iffe ren c e  who co n tro ls  the  b a l le t  In  the 
B i l l s ,  fo r  o lasa  d iffe ren c e s  a re  not pronounced today, and governmental 
services extended to  the  v ic to r s  in  p o l i t i e s  must be p a r tic ip a te d  in  to  
a  gr ea t  extarib by the  e n t i r e  community* Zn th e  D elta , however, i t  seems 
l ik e ly  th a t  because of the sharp c la s s  d is t in c t io n s , whichever e la es  
c o n tro ls  th e  b a l lo t  w il l  mate the government serve th a t  class*
CHAFTB* IX 
HLSTICIFATIQI ZH OBGAMIZAf IQBAL LIFE
P e i i t i n  fo rm  o f  in te rac t!© a  are so necessary  in  the l iv e s  of
a m b o n  o f a  lo e io ty  th a t  the w elfare  o f  the in d iv id u a ls  and groups
th a t  compose i t  ean he measured to  some extent by determ ining the  degree
to  mhieh th ey  p a r t ic ip a te  f r e e ly ,  f u l ly ,  and w ithout marked d is t in c t io n s
in  th e  o rg an !sa t!an a l l i f e  of the oosamunltiea o f which they a re  a  part*
A c c o r d in g  to  J* X* H art, "Every membership in  a  new group b rings some
d is t in c t iv e  sew touch to  the  p e rso n a lity  of th e  in d iv id u a l. The group
l i f e  se is e s  upon th a t  p e r t  of h is  nature which responds to  th e  group
appeal, l i f t s  i t  ou t o f  the in e r t  mass o f h is  sluggish  p e rso n a lity ,
g ives i t  c o lo r , warmth, l i f e ,  ap p rec ia tio n  and enables i t  to  grow* On
• 1th a t  s id e  of h is  n a tu re , he beeomes a more complete human being*
A eemanznity which has extreme s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  whether of a oaste  
sa tw re , a s  exem plified  by th e  r e la t iv e  p o s itio n s  o f w hites and Negroes 
In  t h e  South g en e ra lly , or by extreme c la s s  d iffe ren o es  as found la
th e  w hite popu la tion  of the D elta  regions of those  co tto n  growing s ta te s
2
bordering  th e  M iss iss ip p i R iver, does n o t perm it p a r t ic ip a tio n  by a l l  
c la s s e s  in  the smac o rgan isations*  Host o f the  c iv io  and so c ia l types 
are  c lo sed  to a  g re a t percentage of the  population* Youth grow up with­
out th e  wholesome so c ia liz in g  in fluence  of 8oouting, 4-H c lu b s , the
Q u o ted  i a t  Newell Lefioy Sims, Elements o f Rural Soelology (New 
Yorkt Thmfas T . Crowell Co*, 1940), p . "'484•
^ I t  i s  f u l ly  recognised th a t  c la s s  d if f e r e n t ia t io n  i s  no more 
extrem e here  than  in  many urban a reas o f America and o th er democratic 
e o u a tr le s , but I t  I s  be lieved  th a t  in  r u r a l  America, and eap eo ia lly  
aaong ru ra l-fa rm  peop le , the Cotton D elta i s  an outstanding example*
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Hi—T and e ^ ie r  o r s t t l t i t lo & K  hh leh  fu n c tio n  only ithere th e re  i s  en- 
lig h ten ed  A dults k e k  th i s  moans of expression , fellow ­
sh ip  sad persons! development; a ls o , sad in v a riab ly  must be expected to
he w r t h  somewhat le s s  to  Utamselves sad  to  th e  community*
Such exclusion  i s  t ru e  even in  th e  church, sad i t  freq u en tly  hap­
pens th a t  those  p re tp t  o r persons excluded haws developed no comparable 
i n s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  fo r  themselves** This appears to  be one o f  the  major 
reasonii why* w ith  th s  c o n so lid a tio n  o f church congregation* in  the towns 
o f many Southern communities, th e  ru ra l- f a m  people who, because o f c la s s  
oeoselousness o r sim ply the  in a b i l i ty  to  make th e  necessary adjustm ents 
de n e t a tte n d  the town ehureh, f in d  them selves w ithout re lig io u s  lad d er- 
•U p  mad fre q u e n tly  w ithout reg u la r re l ig io u s  se rv ice s  of th e  church o f 
t h e i r  oho les• F requen tly , as an a l te r n a t iv e ,  they  become members o f th e
h igh ly  emotional type o f re l ig io u s  s e c ts ,  i l l u s t r a te d  by the  mdre 1 1 -
4
l i t e r a t e  fo llow ers o f th e  Chureh o f God* Ths s o c ia l  worth o f eueh an
o rg an isa tio n  cannot be m easured, bu t i t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t th a t  most o f the
people in  the  communitie s  where i t  i s  found, b u t no t a f f i l i a t e d ,  f e e l  
th a t  a  s o c ia l  stigma r e s u l t s  from Id e n tif ic a t io n  w ith I t*
S ince ih e  height o f  the so c ia l pyramid i s  not so g re a t and the  
c la s s  s tru c tu re  n o t extrem ely r ig id  in  th e  B i l l  a re a , exclusion  from 
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  a l l  forms of e lv ie ,  so c ia l and re lig io u s  l i f e  i s  mush
*See B eeell leSoy Sims, op* o l t» , p . 492.
*Ths ehureh re fe rre d  to  here i s  th a t  designated lo c a lly  a s  the  
Holy B oilers*  I t  plays a  d e f in i te  ro le  in  th s  re l ig io u s  l i f e  Of the 
B e lts  w hite cropper and lab o re r and has gained some fo llow ers among
sm all owners and ren te rs*  The Saw Ground Settlmaezxt in  Tensas p a rish , 
fo r  example, has i t s  B ellas** Church.
l e s s  apparent than  in  the  Salta*  th an  to o , tho  number of o rg an isa tio n *  
i s  wash g m t t f ,  and t h e i r  lo c a tio n  i s  not r e s t r i c te d  to  tho  oonamerclel 
c e n te rs . Tho «hurdi«« o f tho w hites aro found sc a tte re d  over tho e n t i r e  
parish. In  mush tho  same manner as thoso  o f tho  Negroes, except th a t  
f e ^ o  churches a ro  no t loca ted  in  any o f  tho e x is tin g  tra d e  c e n te rs .
The reason tho lo ca tio n s  of ohurehes I s  s tre s se d  i s  th a t  the  ohuroh said 
school b u ild in g s  and aa  occasional lodge h a l l  a re  p r a o t le a l ly  the  only 
meeting p laoes in  so many of th e  s t r i c t l y  ru ra l  communities o f tho  South# 
end la  exem plified in  the  H il l  p a rish  o f S t .  Helena . 6  Tho eight schools 
end n ine teen  churches fo r  w hites sc a tte re d  over the  p a r is h , however, 
appear to  provide enough meeting p laoes fo r  a l l  members e f  th a t  rase*
Zn th e  D elta  pariah  th e re  a ro  only  th re e  s h i t#  schoo ls, a l l  located  in  
t o n s ,  aad only one o f  eleven white churches i s  not loeatod  in  one of 
th s th ro e  towns. This neat l i t t l e  B ap tis t church has boon b u i l t  by 
the  Hew Gr ound S e t t le r s  In th e  Second Ward, and has been th e re  only 
about s ix  y e a rs .
The c u ltu ra l  homogeneity o f th e  H ill  a rea  and the  r e la t iv e  hetero­
gen e ity  e f  th e  D elta  a re  suggested by the  g re a t v a r ia tio n  in  am bers e f  
dsmsmiaafcioes in  tbs two p a r is h e s . A ll of the n in e teen  churehss of S t .  
Selena a re  B ap tis t or M ethodist, while in  Tensas, in  add ition  to  these  
two, the C a th o lic , Sp lseopal, P resby terian  and Union churohes are 
fbund. In  th e  H il l  p a rish  to o , one f in d s  d if fe re n t  members of th e  same
tgee  Harold Hoffsomaer, "The S o lu tion  e f  the  Sural Church to  Other 
Sural O rgan isa tions,"  S oc ia l Forces. XI (December, 1941), $£7-29.
Tory rec en tly  a  community house was b u i l t  by the white s e t t l e r s  
Of the  Sew Ground Settlem ent in  the Second Ward of Tensas , and i t  was 
sp e c if le d l ly  provided th a t  i t  was not to  be used fo r  re lig io u s  purposes*  
Another r a th e r  e la b o ra te  one was b u i l t  a t  th e  p a rish  sea t in  1939, bu t 
i t  i s  probable th a t  i t s  use w il l  be r e s t r i c te d  to  upper c la s s  town people 
sad p la s te r s ,  due to  e la a s  d if fe re n c e s .
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fa m ilie s  belonging to  tho tire d if f e re n t  churohes* and in  tho conoea- 
l io a t  gone r o i ly  node to  each other* a  s p i r i t  o f to le ran c e  la  evident *
In  th e  D elta , according to informants* the  churohes them selves c o n s t!-  
to te  a  h ierarchy* and the members of acme would not fe e l  com fortable o r 
welcome* p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  th e  se rv ic e s  o f o thers*
*g* ffrfrgg* i&eagiass
i s  a t te a p t  eras made t o  detexmine th e  ex ten t to  which th e  s h i te  
e h r e b a t  and f r a te rn a l  o rg an isa tio n s  loca ted  a t  the oounty se a ts  e f  th e  
te a  p a r i  dates contained  f a r e  members* Table 1X911 g lees th i s  informa­
t io n  f a r  St* Helena* Of 271 members* 79*0 p a r cen t were ru ra l n o n -fu n  
and 21*0 p e r cent s e re  members o f  farm fam ilies*  A few, 8 * 6  per c en t, 
se re  non-farm b u t U sed  cub of town* Of the £7 farm members, 94*7 per 
eexst s e re  from earner fam ilie s  leaving only 6*3 per cent she  se re  members 
of non-osser fam ilies*  A pronounced tenure d iffe ren ce  is  to  be expected 
since  80 p er oent of a l l  op era to rs  s e re  owners in  1940* There was not 
a  g rea t d iffe re n c e  between the  B ap tis t and M ethodist churches* A s l ig h tly  
h igher p e r cen t o f B a p tis ts  were fa ra  people* The farm communities were 
s e l l  supplied  with ehurehea* so i t  was no t necessary  to  some to  Breens- 
burg to  a tten d  s e rv ic e s . Ho ohuroh in  th e  p a rish  had se rv iees every 
Sunday* In  f a c t ,  te e  se rv iee s  per month were held in  seven churches* 
ine lud ing  tbs one M ethodist end the one B ap tis t in  (freoasbwrg, and 
only one se rv ice  per month was held  in  each o f  th e  12  others* One 
M ethodist m in is te r  had six  charges* including  the one a t the p a rish
s
se a t, which tended to  reduce any advantages of a tten d in g  church In  teen* 
This M ethodist m in is te r  in  an in te rv iew  reported  he had v is i te d  400 fami­
lie s*  and said  he f e l t  a  d e f in i te  r e s p o n s ib ili ty  fo r 1300 fam ilies*  These
TABUS m i x
EEHBERSHIP XB WHITE OR6AH12ATXOBS OP PABISH SEAT W  THE HILL 
PjiUSfi BY HESIBEBC&, AWL BY TEHURE OF FASH K&fBEBS
WEAL WOH-aKM______________ FABH______________
Q rge& ieatiaa T o ta l Town O ut-of- T otal For oant For se n t
aoeher toon Srobor fo r  cent owner na w a ia r
R elig ious and
f r a te rn a l 271 70*6 6 . 6 57 2 1 .0 04*7 6.3
B a p tis t Church 84 67.6 10.7 16 21.4 94.4 5 .6
Koth. Ohuroh 70 70.0 11.4 13 16.6 84 *6 16.4
E o tlu  * .  M. S . 34 97.1 — 1 2 .9 1 0 0 .0
E astern  S ta r 36 55.5 16.7 1 0 27.8 1 0 0 .0 —
Haaoaio Lodge 47 6 6 .1 — 15 51.9 1 0 0 .0 ~ *
C ir ia  sad profoe
s io u a l 96 47.9 28.1 23 23,9 73.0 26,1
4-H Clxto 27 29.6 29.6 11 40.7 54*6 46*6
Bamm Ben. Club 2 2 81.8 4.5 3 13.6 1 0 0 .0 mm
P. T . A. 47 42.6 38.3 9 19.1 80.9 U . l
mM t l U i  iw t  t ts l  (Maijpostd ef M ethodist M sb«rt exclusively*  The m inis­
t e r  s ta te d  th a t  96 e f  the  f i r s t  100 fam ilie s  v is i te d  contained B ap tis t 
members alee* The o th er 300 v is i te d  were not mixed as freq u en tly , but 
In te rm arriage  whieh was q u ite  general* ind ie  a t  ed a high degree of r e -  
l ig io u s  to lerance*
The m d ' i  f r a te rn a l  organ! t a t  ions in  the  M ills seem somewhat more 
d—iso ra t io  th a n  the  comparable o rg an isa tio n s  of the women* Almost one- 
t h ir d  o f th s  members o f th e  Masonic lodge were farm ers, while the  c lo se ly  
r e la te d  E astern  S ta r  had 28 per se a t farm people in  i t s  membership* The 
M eth o d ist Woman's M issionary Society  had an even sm aller p roportion  e f 
farm  members* only one, or th ree  per cent ef th e  34* In  not one of 
t h e s e  th r e e  o rg an isa tio n s was there  a  r e n te r ,  cropper or faim lab o re r 
member*
Table 1X721 p resen ts  d a ta  f o r  e iv io  and p ro fessio n a l o rgan isa tions 
in  tho p a rish  s e a t  l a  St* Helena* Out o f  a  to ta l  o f 96 members in  th ree  
o rgan isations*  the 4-H Club* Heme Demonstration* and Parent Teachers 
A ssociation* a l i t t l e  le s s  than h a lf  liv ed  in  town* and almost one-fourth  
were f s m  people* Of the  23 farm people p ra c t ic a l ly  th ree -fo u rth s  were 
members o f owner fam ilies*  The 4-H Club with 41 p e r cent fans members 
influenced the t o t a l  fo r  the th ree  o rgan iza tions considerably*
Table IX7IZI contains s im ila r  d a ta  fo r  ths D elta  p a rish  seat* A 
s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe ren c e  when compared w ith the H il l  eommmlty (Table 
LXTXI) i s  th a t  a  mush g re a te r  per cen t e f  the  members of re lig io u s  and 
f r a te rn a l  o rg an isa tio n s e f  the  D elta  a re  non-fam  people, and a h igher 
p ropo rtion  e f  them l iv e  in  town* The fo o t th a t  only 69*3 per cent of 
th e  w hites of Tensas a re  m ra l-fa rm , while 82*4 per cent e f  those of
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St* Helena w e  In  t h i s  c a teg o ry , iron Id seem to  o f fe r  a  possib le  explena- 
iie a ti bu& upon e lo s e r  exam ination o f the  tvo s i tu a t io n s ,  we fin d  th a t  
o b it#  people o f Tensas Who do not l iv e  In  one o f  tho th re e  tonne, must 
a tten d  the tee n  churches or none* As mentioned above, th e re  i s  only  
sms church b u ild in g  fo r  w hites in  th e  e n tir e  p a rish  th a t  I s  loeatod 
e e b e f  to v n , and i t  has been th e re  only s ix  y e a rs • Obviously, a  very 
h ig h  p roportion  e f  the  f a m  and o th e r w hites liv in g  in  th e  open oountry 
do last hold membership i s  the churches o f  the p a r is h • Farmers malce up 
1 5 4  p e r  o a s t e f  the membership of the re lig io n s  stud f ra te rn a l  organi­
sa tio n s  ob tained  fo r  the  p a rish  seat*^  The number i s  43, sad o f these  
$S p e r  e a s t  mere f a m  owners* A pparently, white r e n te r s ,  croppers and 
lab o re rs  a re  w ithout lo o a l ehureh membership, even thou$i they  c o n s ti­
tu te  ever th r e e - f i f th s  o f a l l  w hite farm opera to rs in  the  parish* 
V aria tions maong the £p lseopal, P resb y te rian  aid M ethodist Churches 
w ith regard  to  re a l donee of members were not great* The Episcopal had 
a  s l ig h t ly  g re a te r  p roportion  of farm ers among members, 90 per oenfc of 
whom w ere from p la n te r  fam ilie s  leaving only one non-p lan ter farm family* 
Par th e  th re e  churches, th e re  were 28 farm members, only 8  o f  whom were 
met e f  p la s te r  fern 11  le a , and f iv e  o f th e  s ix  were members of p la n ta tio n  
manager fam ilies*
The A ltS T 'S ociety , E astern  S ta r  and Masonic Lodge (Table LXFXIl)
^U nfortunately  th e  membership of the B ap tis t Church a t  the county 
s e a t  was no t ava ilab le*  The m in is te r  was in terv iew ed, and i t  was learned 
th a t  th is  was the  only church which was making an e f fo r t  to  .a t t r a c t  the 
w hite  ten a n ts  from the  nearby p lan ta tio n s*  A bus had been sent a number 
o f  tim es to  b rin g  them to  town* The m in is te r  adm itted, however, th a t  
c la s s  ooaseiousness was a  b a r r ie r  to  assoc i a t i  on w ith in  h is  ohuroh*
sheared w * i  j M i U r  t t s d i w i i i  to  r o o ro l t  th e i r  members from among town
re s id e n ts ,  am* th e  fow farm  members were a l l  from p la n te r  fam ilies*
B ata fb r  th e  le y  Sweat tro o p , the  Rotary and Cosmopolitan Club a re
given l a  Table 2JLY1IX* Of the 92 l a  combined membership, 71*7 p e r een t
were o f  teem residence* The p roportion  was rodeoed somewhat by th e
C e n o p o l i tu  Club, 28 per eent o f  whose members were farm people* The
aoa-omasr re p re se n ta tio n  was ra th e r  g rea t (44*4 per een t) among th ese
9 f a n  peop le , but here  ag a in , they were never te n a n ts , bu t members o f
m angers* fam ilies*  One-sixth o f  the boys in  the Seout troop  were
members o f f a m  fam ilies*  The Soeot M aster s ta te d  th a t  he had made a
spool e l  e f f o r t  to  g e t  some o f  them* Of th e  fiv e  f a m  boys th re e  were
from r e n te r  fam ilie s  and one eaoh was from owner and cropper fam ilies*
While considering  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  so c ia l o rgan isa tions by tenure
c la s s ,  i t  i s  In te re s t in g  to  n o te  th e  ra te s  found by Schuler fo r  ho rth em
fa m  te n a n ts  r e la t iv e  to  t h a t  of owners* With owners taken  as  100, r a te s
o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by ten a n ts  in  various types o f o rgan isa tions were* ©ecu-
7p a tio s a l ,  92*6| ceoaamie, 47«0j and f r a te rn a l ,  118*7*
The Rotary Club membership p resen ts  an in te re s tin g  ©ase o f  p la n te r  
p riv ileg e*  U sually t h i s  Club i s  eoaposed e f  leading business and pro­
fe ss io n a l mem, and w hile ru le s  o f  Rotary In te rn a tio n a l do not perm it more 
than  cm  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f a  given p ro fess io n a l or business c la s s i f ic a ­
t io n —which would mean one co tto n  fa m e r  or p la n te r—th ere  were f iv e
7£dgar A* Retailor ,  6oci41 S tatus and Farm Tenure — A ttitudea  and 
Social Conditions of Com B elt and Cotton B eli Farmers, ' >aria‘l Seourl'ily 
A d a ln is tra t 1 on and Bureau o i A grioulturaT  Bionomics, Social Research 
R eport, 17 (Washington, 1938), pp« 214-15.
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SB*B far Bill Begroes, 27.1 far Delta whites and 17.2 for Delta Begroes 
The Delta Begroes ware Just about half as likely as Hill Begroes to be
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U k i ly  to  underestim ate ohuroh p refe ren ce  and p a r t ic ip a tio n  o f th e se  
people l a  th o  re l ig io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  e f  th e  community. I t  has been ths 
observation  of th s w r i te r  th a t  t h i s  i s  e sp e c ia lly  t  res o f ru ra l  M ethodist 
sad B a p tis t fa m ilie s , and an In v e s tig a tio n  revealed  th a t  these  a re  the 
only  toe  denominations w ith  churches fo r  w hites in  S t .  Helena*
The ro le  th a t  th e  ehureh may p lay  in  a s t r a t i f i e d  so c ie ty  can be 
q u ite  s ig n if ic a n t*  Two o f  th e  m in is te rs  in  th e  D elta adm itted th a t  th e re  
eeuld n e t be say  public  condemnation o f the  p la n ta tio n  system* even though 
p r iv a te ly  they  po in ted  out some e f  th e  disadvantages* A s im ila r  phenomenon 
wee observed by P rofessor Taylor in  the  Im perial T alley , where m in is te rs  
bed snwiended employers fear breaking up a farm laborers*  meeting*
Summary
Churches and schools serve as meeting plaoes fo r most o rgan iza tions 
in  ths H il ls ,  and St* Helena seems to  be ra th e r  w ell supplied  in  number 
of th ese  f o r  both races* They a re  located  in  such manner throughout th e  
p a rish  a s  to  make them av a ilab le  to  p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  th e  people* In  th e  
D elta p a r is h ,  feg ro  churohes a re  loca ted  throughout the  parish  where Hegro 
hsstts are  concen tra ted , but every white ohuroh except one i s  located  in  
town* This seems e sp e c ia lly  s ig n if ic a n t since the re la tio n sh ip s  between 
teen  w h ites  sad non-owning farm w hites seem lee s  demoo r a t io  than th a t  
found between fam  and non-farm in  the Hille*
Shite faim er membership in  o rgan isa tions loca ted  i n  town was much
m
*Paul S . T aylor, A d rift on the tand , Public A ffa irs  Pamphlet Ho* 42. 
(Hew York* P u b lic  A ffa irs  CGuaaTttee, In o ., 1940), p . 24.
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h i ^ i t r  i n  th e  H il l  th an  l a  th s  D elta  area* even though o p p o rtu n itie s  f o r  
membership in  out-of-tow n organ izations mere much b e t te r  In  th e  H ills*  
Those D elta  farm ers p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  town so c ia l o rg an isa tio n s were 
w isest in v a riab ly  members of p la n te r  fam ilies*  The most no ticeab le  ex­
cep tion  was th a t  of th e  Boy Seout Troop* and only seven eases o f © ut-of- 
teen boys were involved*
In  churches ths re  seems to  be  a  g re a te r  degree of to le ran ce  in  the 
S i l ls *  Fam ilies w ith both  B a p tis t and M ethodist members were said  to  be 
mere eomaon than  homogens ous fam ilies*  In  th e  Delta* however, th s  churches 
appeared to  asscmte d iffe re n c e s  in  so c ia l s ta tu s  o f th e  d if fe re n t  re lig io n *  
groups* so  the  ehureh to  udiioh one belonged made qu ite  a  d ifference*
K h ili farm ers g en era lly  were ra re  among members o f D elta town organi­
sations*  p la n te rs  enjoyed unusual p riv ileg es*  They were accepted even to  
the  p o in t o f v io la tio n  of membership ru le s  in  a t  le a s t  one organization* 
fcmnmg high school students*  membership in  re lig io u s  o rganizations 
was most eomaon* Segro studen ts had e sp ec ia lly  high ra te s  re la tiv e  to  
membership in  a l l  o th e r  organisations*
Sellg ieiss p a r t ic ip a tio n  i s  somewhat underestim ated due to  the  use 
o f form al membership as a  measure e f  suoh p a rtic ip a tio n *  This is  espec i­
a l ly  t ru e  fo r  ehurches loca ted  in  fam  communities and th e re fo re  more 
ceaaon i n  th e  5111 area*
CEHUFTBR X 
LKXDBRSHIP
The o b je c tiv e s  o f  th is  ch ap te r are» to  fin d  to  what ex ten t lender*  
e re  produced lo ca lly *  whether o r  n o t they  were boro on f a m e 5 the tenure  
s ta tu s  of th o se  oho e re  members o f  fa m  fsm ilie s j  and tho d iffe ren c e s  in  
types o f lead ers  fu rn ished  by H ill  end D elta  fam ilies*
Leadership i s  eoasidered  im portant, because in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  is  
so dependent upon It*  Sims has said t h a t ,  “The sa tu ra tio n  po in t e f  
o rg an isa tio n  i s  l ik e ly  to  be determined* not by community needs so aobh 
as by lack  o f a v a ila b le  leaders**** So i t  appears th a t  the  number and 
cap a c ity  of a v a ilab le  lead e rs  govern the amount and e ff ic ie n c y  of or­
gan! cation*
Ths d e te m in a tio a  of the sources o f leadersh ip  i s  e s s e n t ia l  to  our 
problem of describ ing  s t r a t i f ic a t io n *  because the se le o tio n  or acceptance
of persons as lead ers  appears to be a  reco g n itio n  of s ta tu s  in  those
persons, sad to  sons extent*  a  reco g n itio n  o f th e  s ta tu s  o f th s  fam ily 
or o th e r  so c ia l  group which they  represent*
Complete Caste
In  both areas* ta rn  and p a rish  o f f ic ia ls *  and p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  em­
ployees of th ese  too p o l i t i c a l  units*  se re  white* Segroes serve only
in  some ja n i to r i a l  or o th er p o sitio n s  which are  considered “more su ited "
fo r  lower e a s ts  people* Consequently* when such p o s itio n s  a re  he ld  by
N ew ell LeSoy Sims* op* e l t ** p* 492*
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these  employees au to m atica lly  a re  M Biaed to  possess very low 
so c ia l  s ta tu s * The f a c t  th a t  Hegroea of voting  ago a re  in  the  m ajo rity  
i s  St* Helena and g re a tly  exoeed E l i t e s  In  Tensas , does not a l t e r  the 
f e e t  th a t  a l l  cand ida tes fo r  pub lic  o f f ic e  a re  in v a ria b ly  white* A 
leg ro  announcing fb r  pub l i e  o f f ie e  in  St* Helena probably would be eon- 
s ide red  impudent o r insane, and most l ik e ly ,  in  Tensas, i t  would cause 
se rio u s concern* Since no Begro vo tes in  e le c tio n s  fo r  p u b lic  o f f io ia l s  
in  e i th e r  a re a , any Begro candidate  simply would be making a  s ig n lf  le a n t 
gee tu re—a  challenge to  the  oaste  system*
A ll o rg an isa tio n s  under lo ca l c o n tro l ,  sueh as r e l ig io u s ,  c iv ic ,  
lab o r unions, farm ers o rg an isa tio n s w ith e le c ted  o f f io ia l s ,  and any 
o th e r , f r a te rn a l  o r s o c ia l ,  p o rtra y , w ithout e accept io n , th e  b i - r a e ia l  
s i tu a t io n ,  sinee none a re  ever composed of members of both races*
Became e f  th ese  o aste  d iffe re n c e s  the  ta b u la r  da ta  p resen ted  a re  fo r  
w hites e x c lu s iv e ly .
O rig in , Residence and Occupation o f Town and P arish  O ff ic ia ls  
The d a ta  in  Tables LJX and LIXI t e l l  whether town and p a rish  o f f i ­
c ia ls  were bom  in  the  p a rish  of residence or elsew here, and whether th e  
p resea t residence  is  fans or n o n -fam . Occupation i s  assumed to  correspond 
to  res id en ce , although sp e c if ic  non-fam  occupations a re  no t always given* 
The town o f f io ia ls  Included are the mayor, town c le rk , t r e a s u re r ,  
ta x  c o l le c to r ,  m arshall and members o f  the town council. The p a rish  
o f f ic e rs  a re  s h e r i f f ,  c le rk  of c o u rt, d i s t r i c t  judge, d i s t r i c t  attorney, 
coroner, a s se sso r, county agent, horns dem onstration agent, superintendent 
o f eduoation , members of the parish  school board and members o f the po lice  
jury* The F a n  S ecurity  Ada in i  s t r a t i  on Superv iso r, the  home management
no
TABLS LXX
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T on o ffio ia ls 10 — — 50.0 60.0
Parish o ffio ia ls 27 29.6 16.6 14*8 67*0
Total 67 21*6 13.6 24*6 40*0
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n p * r r l i « r  and th e  AAA re p re se n ta tiv e  a re  Included also*
fa b le  S H  sheas th a t  i l l  hu t a n e g lig ib le  p e r i l  on of the town and
2p a ris h  o f f i c i a l s  e f  St* Helens were bom  In  the p a rish . This was t ru e  
e f  8 ?*5 p e r e a s t  o f  the  e f f l e l a l s  o f the parish" se a t and 84 per cen t e f  
th e  p a r is h  e f f le la ls *  A ll those born elsew here, except one, came f ra *  
e th e r  1111 p a rish es  of Louisiana* The one excep tion  cane from a  H il l  
county l a  M iss iss ip p i •
Only one o f  the  e ig h t town o f f ic ia ls *  the e a r  s h a l l ,  liv e d  on a  
fan s in  1839, sad be was the  only one whose usual occupation was farm- 
lag* the p a r is h  o f f i c i a l s ,  however, were much ac re  l ik e ly  to  be fa m e rs  
th an  to  have sows o th er as the  usual oooupatlon* Of the tw en ty -five  
p a rish  e f f l e l a l s ,  84 per cen t were f a m e r s ,  and 76*0 per cast of the 
tw en ty -five  were fa m e rs  who were bom  and now were res id in g  on farm s 
l a  th e  parish*  A ll f a m e rs  were of owner f  a n il  le a  except the  s h e r i f f ,  
whose fa th e r  wee a fon t r e n te r .  A ll members o f  the p o lice  ju ry  were 
fe rn  s w s r t ,  so  th e re  was no danger o f non-farm ers passing lews to  
^ i e h  fa m e rs  n ig h t object* The p a rish  school board, a ls o , was oonposed 
e n t i r e ly  of farm ers, so the c o n tro l o f school finances and the  enployaent 
o f teach e rs  were in  t h e i r  hands* I t  should be remembered, to o , th a t  the  
members of the  p o lic e  ju ry  and of the  school board are  e le c ted  by popular 
v o te , so w hite farm ers undoubtedly a re  able to  e le c t  any person they  
p re fe r  in  a l l  s in  o f  the wards of th e  p a rish , i f  they care to  p resen t 
a  s o lid  fro n t*  Such a con d itio n  i s  not l ik e ly ,  however, because th e re
d i s t r i c t  a tto rn ey  and judge of the  lo c a l c o u rt serve th ree  
parishes*  Both o f them were bom  in  th e  ad jo in ing  p a rish  o f Tangipahoa, 
only f i f te e n  m iles from the c o u n ty  s e a t  of S t*  H e len a*
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appear* "to be to e  l i t t l e  town-country com petition to  cause u n ited  
• f t t l t t  by e i th e r  $ m p «
th e  C elt*  p a r is h  p resen ts  a very d if f e r e n t  p ic tu re  when ire examine 
th e  d a te  in  Table IXX* The c lo s e s t  resemblance to  the  H ill p a rish  i s  
i n  the  p resen t res idence  o f  town o f f i c i a l s ,  but even here , th ere  i s  a 
conspicuous d iffe ren ce*  H hile one of the e ig h t town o f f i c i a l s  o f th e  
B i l l  p a rish  s e a t  was a  farm er, everyone of the te n  o f f io ia ls  o f the 
p a rish  s e a t  in  Tensas liv e d  in  the to m , and the  usual occupation was 
now f arm* Of 27 p a rish  o f f io ia l s ,  48 per cen t were farm ers, which i s  
a  mesh le v e r  r a t e  o f re p re se n ta tio n  th an  was found fo r  farm ers in  the 
B i l l  parish*  More th an  h a l f  (25*5 pm* onnt) o f  these  p a rish  o f f io ia ls  
were immigrants from sons o th e r  a re a  and appeared to  be about as l ik e ly  
to  have a  B i l l  as a  B e lts  background* Those from the H il ls  o f  M issis* 
s ip p i  and Louisiana Included the n o n -e lec tiv e  o f f i c i a l s  prim arily*  The 
county a g r ic u l tu r a l  agen t, d ire c to r  o f the Experiment S ta tio n , home 
dam onetration agen t. A ll re p re se n ta tiv e  and the superintendent o f educa­
t io n  were among those d e f in i te ly  from th e  H ills*  I t  should be noted , 
t e e ,  th a t  a l l  o f these  H il l  immigrant a were people w ith  p ro fess io n a l 
o r tech n ica l t ra in in g  which had demanded & co llege  education* Others 
rep o rtin g  a  H i l l  p a rish  or county b ir th p la c e  were th e  d i s t r i c t  Judge, 
coroner and c le rk  o f court* B irthp lace  was not ob tained  fo r some e f  
the  p la n te rs  who were found in  e le e t iv e  of f ic e s ,  b it informal In terview s 
suggest t h a t  a  m ajo rity  e f  a l l  p la n te rs  e f the a re a  were a c tu a lly  Im­
m ig ran ts , most o ften  from th s H ills  e f  M ississipp i*  Less o f te n , they  
were f r e e  the  D elta  on th e  M iss iss ip p i side  o f the r iv e r ,  and a vary few 
were from  th e  B i l l s  e f  Louisiana*
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I t  appears s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  farm er rep re se n ta tio n  in  a l l  th ese  
pub l i e  p o s itio n s  was r e s t r i c te d  to  p la n te rs  and p la n ta ti  on managers*
We r e n te r ,  cropper o r la b o re r  was found, even though combined they 
a re  the la rg e s t  group of w hites in  th e  parish*  When wo exclude farm 
la b o re rs , we f in d  th a t  in  1940, when owners formed the  h ig h es t propor­
t io n  o f  a l l  o p e ra to rs  recorded during t i l l s  cen tu ry , re n te rs  and croppers 
s t i l l  made up over th r e e - f i f th s  o f  a l l  opera to rs in  Tensas • Those o f  f le e s  
he ld  by wen who had been p la n te r s ,  or whose usua l oeoupation was th a t  o f 
p la s te r ,  included  th a t  of s h e r i f f ,  f i r e  of the  seren  memberships on th e  
p o lic e  ju ry ,  and two e f  the  s i*  members o f the  p a rish  school beard , in ­
c lin in g  i t s  p res iden t*  Two o th er p i sees on th e  p a rish  school board were 
held  by p la n ta t io n  managers, and th e re fo re  were su b jec t to  p la n te r  In­
fluence* This l e f t  one me reh ea t and one f in a n c ie r  to  complete the  mem*
g
b ere h ip . C ontrol o f th i s  board by p la n te rs  i s  s ig n if ic a n t ,  fo r  among
o th er d u t ie s ,  th is  body decides whether o r not a  proposed school ta x  w ill
be subm itted to  th e  people* A school o f f i c i a l  in  th e  p a rish  informed us
th a t  i t  was not always possib le  to  g e t a  needed ta x  subm itted , as i t
4
amounted to  ask ing  the board to  ta x  themselves*
U sually , in  th e  p a s t, those  men e le c ted  to  publio o f f ic e  in  Tensas 
have been members of p la n te r  fam ilie s  o r of e th e r  fam ilie s  o f whoa p la n t­
e rs  approved* This was very neeessary  as a p a r t  o f  th e  system o f  control*
•There a re  seven wards in  t h i s  p a r is h , each norm ally rep resen ted  by 
a  member on tb s  school board, bu t a t  the tim e data were ob tained , in  1939, 
th e  beard was fu nc tion ing  with only s ix  members*
*Thia s i tu a t io n  was £ v e n  as th e  reason why the f i r s t  school gyamaslm 
In  Tensas was not e rec ted  u n t i l  1939*
z u
I t  i s  claim ed by re s id e n ts  of the a rea  today , however, th a t  suoh o f f lo a ra  
did  no t depend on tin  meager s a la r ie s  from those  p o s itio n s  a* major 
sources of I no <asc * Thay vara  p rim arily  p la n te rs  or business issnj per­
formance e f  tb s  d u tie s  o f  a  pa rish  o f f i c i a l  was freq u en tly  accepted a s
fia  c iv ic  re sp o n s ib ili ty *
Old o I t  1 sens of St* Helena a lso  oould re c a l l  whan candidates fo r
publlo  o f f  le a  v a ra  respec ted  members of the  leading fami l i a s ,  end sens
expressed S im a re  re g re t  a t  what they  described  as a  degeneration In
p o l i t i c s  sad a  lo ss  o f p re s t ig e  and honor which was once a ttach ed  to
«  *tb s  holding of public o f  f l e a ,  contending th a t  today decent and able 
man w il l  no t ran  fo r office*
Source of White Teachers 
Jtsoords from p a rish  school board o ff lo as  showed th a t  fo r  the  eee- 
s i  an 1940-41, the  H il l  p a rish  produced ever 80 par can t o f  i t s  8 8  w hite 
teach e rs  and h a l f  of the  e ig h t school p rin c ip a ls*  the  te n  tea ch e rs  who 
ware not born in  th e  p a rish  vara  from H ill  p a rish es  in  m a r ly  a l l  cases* 
Tw o-thirds o f th e  n ine man in  th e  sahools vara  from o ther p a rish e s , b a t 
so  tea ch e r was from a  D elta  parish*
I h i t e  D elta  tea ch e rs  were immlgraats from H ill  p a rish es  o f b o a !s lam  
more o ften  than  th ey  were n a tiv e s  o f Tessas* In fa c t  44 pe r oast o f the 
4$ teach e rs  ware from H i l l  parishes*  Sevan par can t ware immigrants from 
nearby S a l ta  p a r ish e s , Ju s t a l i t t l e  h igher p ropo rtion  of th e  t o t a l
*Psr a  d iscu ss io n  of the  la n d lo rd 's  ^Social C on tribu tions,"  see ! •  J* 
ffoo fte r, J r . ,  op . a i t * ,  pp. 31-35*
who w»r# born l a  t o a  D e lta  pariah  than  ware bom  in  H ill  p a rish es- 
Approximately o n e -tan th  wore from p a rish es  which could not be cl&©slf&id 
as  H il l  or Delta*
A ll th re e  of the Tensas High School p r in c ip a ls  were immigrants from 
S i l l  p a rish e s« and only one o f nine male w hite teachers In  th e  p a rish  
was a  a a t lr e *
E vidently  the young se n  o f Tensas who go to  co llege  do n o t go in to  
th e  teaching  p ro fession -
F am ers as Of f ie  e re  in  Adult Soolal Organic a t i  one 
J f tn e r  rep resen t a tio n  in  th e  membership o f w hite so c ia l  o rgan isa­
tio n s  e f  the two p a rish  se a ts  was given in  Chapter XX* How we s h a l l  see 
to  what ex tan t th ey  a re  th e  leaders* as in d ica ted  by o ff ic e s  held in  
th e se  o rg a n isa tio n s . Table LXI1I g ives th e  number of o ffice rs*  the per
A
se a t fa n s  and non-farm , and the per cent o f  farm ers who a re  owners* 
F am ers were mush more l ik e ly  to  be found mong the  o f f ic e rs  o f 
t i e  H il l  th an  of the  D elta  o rgan isa tions * They made up 56*4 per o a s t 
ef th e  fo rmer  and only 1 0 * 2  p e r cent o f the  la t te r*
A ll farm er o f f ic e rs  were owners In both communities, bu t th is  ap­
parent s im ila r i ty  mast be discounted somewhat, because those of the D elta  
a re  e f  p la n te r  fam ilie s  in  every case  but one, and th e re fo re  a c tu a lly  
rep resen t only a  sm all p roportion  of a l l  farm ers o f the area* The one 
exception  i s  the opera to r of a f is h  hatchery and not a rep re se n ta tiv e  o f 
c o tto n  farmers* Those o f the H ill  community are  members of the fam ilie s  
e f  some of the  b e t te r  known small farm ers, and they appear more n early
®Sines th e re  were no non-owners among these  o f f ic e r s .  Table LXXI 
c a r r ie s  th e  one ten u re  c la s s  only*
TABLS m i l
OFFICSBS OF ADULT SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS BY RESIDENCE AND BY TSRURE OF
FABiSRSf PSRCSNTAGE DISTRIBUTION
FAB!
Barn o f  T o ta l Non~far» ¥b t cent '" ' '^er ©out
c rg ta ls a tio B  aoeber o f  to ta l  owaera
f t r to ib a r g 44 68*4 56.4 1 0 0 .0
Hsne Dm. Club 6 1 0 0 * 0 e v e * —
•M*4*•m 6 2 0 * 0 0 0 .0 1 0 0 .0
E astern  S ta r 15 58.5 46.7 1 0 0 .0
Masoaio Lodge 1 2 50*8 41.7 1 0 0 .0
Moth. W» 11* Soc • 7 1 0 0 * 0 — —
S t. Joseph 59 89.8 1 0 .2 1 0 0 .0
Ccanopolitan Club 5 60.0 40.0 1 0 0 .0
Kotary 5 1 0 0 .0 — —
A lta r  Society 4 1 0 0 .0 — —
E astern  Society 18 88*9 1 1 .1 1 0 0 .0
K w oaie Lodge 9 1 0 0 * 0 —
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to  re p re se n t the  t o t a l  w hite  f a n  population  than  th o  members o f a 
t s i l l  upper olass*
Farmers nor a considerab ly  more l ik e ly  to  be o f f ic e r s  In  sen# types 
o f o r  gan ixa tlons th an  in  o thers*  those  in  which a l l  or most members were 
nan wore somewhat wore l ik e ly  to  hare one o r more farm ers holding an 
o f f ie e  than  i f  a l l  or moat members were women* F ra te rn a l and school 
o rg an isa tio n s  tended to  be considerably  more democratic than most others* 
Comparisons between the  two a reas  of farm er p a r t ic ip a tio n  most be 
In te rp re te d  in  the l ig h t  of the f a c t  th a t  there  a re  many o th e r  sm all farm 
community c e n te rs  in  th e  H il ls  where schools and ehurohes are used as 
meeting p la c e s . These a re  alm ost t o t a l l y  lacking in  the D elta parish*
The com petitive farm er o rgan isa tions help  to  aoeount f o r  the  fa c t  th a t  
p a r t ie ip a t io n  in  a f r a te rn a l  o rg an isa tio n  l ik e  the k&sonio lodge, which 
meets a t  th e  county s e a t  o f the H ill  parish* i s  l ik e ly  to  hare  a h igher 
p ropo rtion  o f  farm ers in  i t s  membership and among the o ffice rs*  There 
a re  only  two Masonic lodges in  the parish*
The only D elta  o rg an isa tio n  among those stud ied  in  which more than  
12 p er e e i to f  the o f f ic e r s  were farm re s id e n ts  was the Cosmopolitan 
Club, which had 40 per c e n t, but i t  must be poin ted  out th a t  th a t  elub 
has the  general p o lic y  of keeping a heterogeneous membership*
P la n te rs  of the D elta appeared to  be le s s  prominent among the of*
9
f le e r s  than they were among members o f o rganisations*  This may be. in* 
financed by the  g re a te r  ease with which town re s id e n ts  o&n serve ra th e r  
than  by d iffe re n c e s  In  a b i l i ty  o r p res tige*
7See Table LXVIII fo r  membership.
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High Sohool Student Leaders 
Bata were c o lle c te d  to  determ ine the exten t to  mhioh high sohool 
studen ts  of bo th  rac e s  wore s le e te d  to  o la s s  o ff  loos and those  o f o th er 
o rg an isa tio n s  e f the  two parishes*  fo r the  w hite s tu d en ts , the r e la t io n  
e f  p a r t io ip a t io n  to  th e  tenure of the s tu d e n t9s fa th e r  was obtained*
Table LZ.XIII shows the p e r cent o f w hite and Negro s tuden ts  of eaeh 
a rea  held  a  sp e c if ie d  number o f o f f ic e s  during the sohool y ear,
A
1950-40* In  the  H i l l s ,  alm ost h a lf  o f the Negro and 56 per cent o f the 
white s tu d en ts  h e ld  one o r  more o f f ic e s  In  o rg an isa tio n s . Undoubtedly 
t h i s  pronounced race d iffe ren ce  is  influemoed by the fa o t th a t  the r a t io  
o f a l l  o f f ic e s  to  the number of studen ts is  much h igher fo r  th e  Negro 
s tuden ts than fo r  ^ i l te *  However, the f a c t  remains th a t  r e la t iv e ly  
the Negroes had a rathe r  high r a te  of p a r t io ip a t i  on* One wonders i f  
th is  may be e ite d  as one of the few advantages th a t  the Negro studen ts 
have, to  compensate fo r t h e i r  disadvantages In  the dual educational 
system* Since none of the Negro studen ts held more than th re e  o ffices#  
i t  seems probable the Negro studen ts were a b i t  more democratic in  the 
d is t r ib u t io n  of o ffices*
Among D elta s tu d en ts , a ls o , the per cent holding a t  le a s t  one 
o ff ic e  is  considerab ly  h igher fo r Negroes than white* Two-thirds o f  
the former 64 p e r cen t of the l a t t e r  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th is  form of 
leadership* A very no ticeab le  d ifference  here la  the h igher p roportion
®The fa o t  must be kept in  mind th a t Negroes and w hites a re  always 
in  d i f f e r e n t  schoo ls, sad th a t o rg an isa tio n a l p a rtio  i  pat ion as members 
o r o f f le e r s  in  each o rgan isa tion  is  r e s t r ic te d  to  students o f  one race*
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TABIE t m i l
P8 S COT OP HI® SCHOOL STODSHTS HOLDIWG SPECIFIED TOBEH OF OFFICES IS
OHGASIZATIOIS
i m  n d  m * Sunbereases
One Two Three Four Five or 
norm
Hons
8111 f e l t * 396 19*9 10.5 3 .7 1.4 0 . 6 63.9
l U l  Segro 45 2 0 .0 15.6 13.5 e a s e 51.1
White 325 25.1 12.9 9 .5 6 .2 4 .9 43.8
D elta  Hegro 81 54.6 2 1 . 0 7 .4 2.5 1 . 2 35.5
220
o f  oho hold only on* o f f ic e  and tho  h igher p ropo rtion  o f
w h ites  ifeo hold f i r e  o r s o r e ,  Kthen we consider the much g re a te r  number 
o f  w hite  s tu d en ts  then Hegro, end the probably low r a t i o  o f a l l  o ffice*  
t o  w hit# s tu d en t* , i t  i s  seen th a t  lead ersh ip  among them tends to  be oon- 
e e n tra te d  w ith in  a  sm all group* Almost tw iee as high p roportion  of white 
a s  Hegro stu d en ts  held more th an  two of f l e e s ,  bu t a  mueh h igher propor­
t io n  e f  Hegro then  w h ite  s tu d e n ts  held one o r two o f f  lees*
Sines the s ta tu s  o f B elt*  Hegroes has appeared e sp e c ia lly  low when 
measured by l i t e r a e y ,  per cen t o f ownership, degree o f  s e l f -d ire c t io n , 
p o l i t i c a l  p o s it io n , and h e a lth , t h i s  r e la t iv e ly  high ra te  of p a r t ic ip a ­
t io n  by high sohool stu d en ts  as le a d e rs  in  s o c ia l  o rg an isa tio n s , must be 
considered exceptional* However, a t te n t io n  should be d ire c te d  to  the  
f e e t  th a t  t h i s ,  a f te r  a l l ,  ap p lies  to  a very sm all p roportion  of th e  
Hegro youth , since  most o f  them never roach high school* A lso, i t  em­
phasises the  l i t t l e  recognised phenomenon of pronounced s t r a t i f i c a t io n  
among Segross*
Table LXXIY con ta ins lead ersh ip  d a ta  fo r  white high school s tu d e n ts , 
by a re a  and by occupation of fa the r*  Tenure o f paren t i s  shown fo r  o f f -  
sp ring  e f  farmers* Hide d iffe ren c e s  in  th e  numbers o f farm and non-farm 
studen ts keep these  two groups from being s t r i c t l y  comparable and tends 
to  hamper analysis*
▲ eonsidsrab ly  g re a te r  p e r cen t of the non-farm than  the farm 
studen ts held o ff ic e s  in  o rg an isa tio n s in  bo th  parishes* The ra te  i s  
43*9 p e r cent to r  non-farm and 34*5 p e r cen t fo r farm in  the  Hills* 
w hile in  the D elta  56*5 p e r c en t o f th e  non-farm and 47*7 per oent of 
the farm held o f floes*  R e la tiv e ly , t h i s  means th a t  p laces of leadersh ip
a*$i0*2296*911*2321
2*221*99it9*999*9222i«nu
X*19$♦2*It0*090*099per* jedduo
9*999*2*991*212*i222J»?»S
9* XI9*9 3120*990*9229Xj©i*u> XT»«
9#82r*uT2fti9*921
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D elta  youth  to  a g re a te r  e x te n t than  among H ill  youth a re  hold by 
s tu d en ts  from nan-farm  fa m ilie s .
i
The on ly  tenu re  o laaa in  which s tu d en ts  o f  farm fam ilie s  were more 
l ik e ly  th an  those  of non-fam  fam ilie s  to  hold © m oo* was th a t  fu rn ished  
3^f th e  e h ild ra n  o f p lan ta ro  In  the  Dolt a* Seventy-one per cent o f  t i l s  
group rep o rted  a t  l e a s t  one o f f ic e  hold. I t  la  very In te re s tin g  th a t  
e h ild ra n  o f  n a i l  owners had the h i p e s t  r a te  o f  rep re se n ta tio n  among 
S i l l  farm ers, ho t a  Tory low ra te  in  th e  D elta . I t  in d ie a te s  th a t  the  
■■all farm er has r e la t iv e ly  high p re s tig e  in  th e  B ills#  hut in  th e  D elta  
where th e  yeoman has appeared only re e e n tly  and where owners have n e t 
been expected to  do the a c tu a l farm work on the land , the  c h ild  of the 
email f a m  owner i s  accorded r e la t iv e ly  low s ta tu s  by ch ild ren  o f p la n te rs  
and e f  non-fam  fa m ilie s . The studen ts froea ren ters*  fam ilie s  and even 
from th ese  e f  ereppera and lab o re rs  were much more l ik e ly  to  re p o rt a  
p o s it io n  e f  lead e rsh ip  in  some o rg an isa tio n . This may be due in  p a r t  
to  th e  recency e f se ttlem en t and lack  o f o rg an isa tio n a l l i f e  where small 
owners a re  lo c a te d . Then, to o , they are mxsoh f a r th e r  from town. In  the  
B i l ls  the  sw ell number of studen ts from p la n te r  fam ilies w il l  ho t perm it 
sa fe  comparison w ith  o th e r tenure  groups, but the seven oases examined 
had a  lower ra te  than  th e  sm all owners and almost as low as the r e n te r s ,  
Bhen our reg u la r c a teg o rie s  of owners, re n te rs  and croppers and labo re rs  
a re  oonsidered fo r  th e  H il l  p a rish  s tu d e n ts , we fin d  th a t  the h igher 
tbs ten u re  s ta tu s ,  the  h lg ie r  the r a te  o f p a r t ic ip a tio n  as le a d e rs . The 
stunt c o r re la t io n  is  found i n  the  D elta d a ta  when tb s  small owner i s  
e lim in a ted , a lthoug i the  d iffe ren ce  between ra te s  fo r  ch ild ren  of re n te rs  
and the lower tenure  groups i s  n e g lig ib le .
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Xess o f P o te n tia l Leaders
Lee* o f le a d e rs  through m ig ra tion  has been in d ica ted  freq u en tly  
as one o f  the aouta problama of ru ra l communities* Sorokin and Zimmer- 
mm  have mada i t  a  po in t to r e fu te  th is  c o n te n tio n  m aintaining th a t 
ru ra l  a reas  a re  n o t drained of th e i r  ta le n t  and leadership*® Thera a re  
no adequate d a ta  fo r  te s t in g  th e  hypothesis o f  a e le c tiv e  m igration  to  
urban eeeanm itiea fro® th e  H ill  and D elta  communities s tu d ied , but the  
f a c t  th«& very fens p ro fe ss io n a l men a re  loca ted  in  th ese  p a rish es  and 
th a t  no urban community e x is ts  in  e i th e r  St* Helena o r  Tensas, leads 
one to  su sp ec t iu se d ia te ly  th a t  n a tiv e s  e f 'these areas vho have tra in e d  
f o r  lew and medicine must have lo ca ted  elsewhere* In  A p r il , 1942 th e re  
mure only  f iv e  m edical doctors in  Tensas, o f whom only one was born in  
the  parish*  The one re s id en t physic!sc in  St* Helena was born in  His* 
s is s lp p l*  Local inform ants of both a reas support the hypothesis th a t  
th o se  vho t r a i n  f o r  p ro fessions leave, s ta t in g  th a t the p a rish es  do no t 
hold the  men or a high p ropo rtion  of the  women who receive  co lleg e  de­
g re e s .
I a  the  H ill  a re a  sohool teachers are  an exemption to  th i s  ru le ,  
and women te a c h e rs  may be an  exception  in  th e  Delta* In  St* Helena the  
te a c h e rs , probably mere than  any o ther group, occupy p o sitio n s  o f  leader­
sh ip  in  community o rg an isa tio n s  of p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  types* This i s  not 
t ru e  in  the  D elta  parish* One of the reasons may be the r e la t iv e ly  
g re a te r  supply of o th e r p ro fessio n a l and business people who can assume 
such re s p o n s ib i li t ie s *  However, the d iffe ren c e s  suggest th a t  the s ta tu s
^F* A* Sorokin and Carle C* Zimmerman, 0£* c i t * , Chapters XXIX and
XXV.
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e f  the  ife lto  te a c h e r In  th e  D elta Is  lower r e la t iv e ly  then  In  th e  
B ills *  Another phenomenon which support* t h i s  hypothesis o f lower 
teaeh b r s ta tu s  in  the  D elta i s  the  r e la t iv e ly  lew per s e n t  o f n a tiv e  
D elta  bmw and women who hold such p o s it io n s . Informants in  Tensas 
P a rish  sa id  th a t  men alm ost never became tea ch e rs ; a lso  i t  was noted 
th a t  o f th e  45 women teach e rs  in  th e  e n tire  p a rish  only two were fu rn ished  
by th e  e canty s e a t .
Well in fo  mod e i t i s e a s  among the o ld er D elta re s id en ts  s ta te d  th a t  
th e  n a tiv e  young men who went to  co llege u su a lly  went in to  law* medicine 
mad o th e r  p ro fess io n a l f i e l d s .  A fter completion o f  th e i r  education they  
trad ed  to seek o p p o rtu n itie s  in  urban communities where th e i r  se rv ices  
were mere l a  demand* For these  reasons they were l o s t  to the p a r ish .
O rig in , residence and occupation of various persons in  leadersh ip  
p o s itio n s  were s tu d ied  p rim arily  to  determine farmer p a rtic ip a tio n *  
s in e s  se le c tio n  o r  acceptance as leaders appears to  a tta c h  a  r e la t iv e ly  
h ig h er s ta tu s  to  the persons* fam ilie s  o r c la s se s  rep resen ted .
P a r t ic ip a tio n  of farm ers as town o f f ie e rs  was qu ite  ra re  in  th e  
S i l l  county seat* but in  the D elta p a rish  se a t i t  doss not e x i s t .  Among 
p a rish  o ffiee rs*  however* the  reverse  is  more nearly  true*  In  th e  H ill  
p a rish  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  suoh o f f ic e rs  a re  fanners* and in  th e  D elta  most 
e f  the  o f f ic e s  a re  h e ld  by members o f p la n te r  fa m ilie s . In  th e  H ills* 
case im portant o f f ic e  was h e ld  by a member o f a renter** family* while 
In  tbs D elta only w hite p la n te rs  and p la n ta tio n  managers were found In  
public  o f f ic e .
A ll p u b lic  o f f ic e s  in v a riab ly  wore he ld  by whites* and a&y co lo red  
employee in  e l  tbs r  a re a  e f  tb s  town or p a rish  Is  doing work regarded as 
sn ita b le  fo r  lower e a s te  a s sb sn *
tb s  H il l  p a rish  pro dosed i t s  own w hite  teach e rs  and h a lf  o f tine 
school p r in c ip a ls*  while i n  th e  D elta le s s  than h a lf  of the  teach e rs  
sad none of H e  p r in c ip a ls  were s a t i r e s  ef th e  parish* The th ree  p r in ­
c ip a ls  and most e f  th e  m igrant te so b ers  were from H ill  p a rish es  of L ouisi­
an a . B irth p lace  by fa m  o r  non-fans was not obtained fo r  teachers*  b a t 
in  th e  H il l  p a rish , most o f them appeared to  be from farm fam ilies*
In  adu lt so c ia l o rgan isa tion*  fo r  w hites a t  the  H ill p a rish  seat* 
farm ers had a  mush h igher r a te  of p a r t ic ip a tio n  as lead ers  than was 
t ru e  o f those a t  th e  Tensas county s e a t .  This i s  more s ig n if ic a n t  when 
i t  is  remembered th a t  the  sm aller farm communities of the H ill  p a rish  
a re  mash more l ik e ly  t e  hare  independent o rg an isa tio n s . A ll such o f­
f ic e r s ,  whan fam ers*  were owners; in  th e  D elta  they were members o f  
p la n te r  fa m ilie s .
The p roportion  o f  a l l  a d u lt lead ers  in  th e  Delta* including p la n t­
ers*  ^ 1 0  were born in  th e  H ills  o f  e i th e r  M iss iss ip p i or Louisiana* was 
remarkably high*
High sohool student lead ers  of the  two races always functioned  in  
sep ara te  o rgan isa tions*  The Hegro studen ts had a h igher r a te  of leader­
sh ip  p a r t ic ip a tio n  than w hites in  bo th  areas* whioh probably was due to  
tbs f a c t  th a t  the number of Hegro high sohool students* and th e re fo re  
e f  p o te n tia l  leaders* was much sm aller* Places of leadersh ip  tended 
t e  be oonoentrated w ith in  a r e la t iv e ly  small group of whites* e sp e c ia lly  
among Tensas students*  w hile in  both a re a s  the d is tr ib u t io n  o f  o f f ic e s  
among Hegro studen ts  appeared to  be much more widespread* White tenure
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d if f tro & M i, t s  in d ic a te d  by occupation and tenu re  of p a re n t, showed 
le e s  in flu en ce  on lead ersh ip  among high sohool students than  was found 
in  a d u lt o rgan isa tions*  This was e sp e c ia lly  true in  Tensas* There a re  
two f a c to r s  which may oause th is  seeni&g inconsis tency i a few students** 
ehildran. o f p la n te r  fam ilie s—he Id many o ffices*  but a g re a te r  number of 
sons and daughters of Sew Ground s e t t l e r s  in  th e  owner c la s s  held almost 
none* thus lowering the  percentage fbr a l l  owners* In St* Helena ch ild ren  
of farm owners are  the  la rg e s t  group, and th e re  ia no d isc rim in a tio n  ag a in st 
them* The p roportion  who hold a t l e a s t  one o f f lo e , th e re fo re , i s  high*
The much d ispu ted  theory  of s e le c tiv e  m igration  from ru ra l  to  urban 
a re as  appears to  be supported by the  fa c ts  o f  m igration  in  both are&B, 
although the  d a ta  a re  inadequate to  perm it unequivocal conclusions* I f  
s e le c t iv i ty  i s  to  be measured by th e  m igration  of co llege  g raduates , i t  
i s  fbund th a t  most o f those of th e  D elta  and p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  except 
teach e rs  in  th e  H ills  have located  in  some urban reg ion  a f t e r  gradua­
tion*  Thus a  p o te n tia l  source of leadersh ip  has been lo st*
cujnm xi
SOCIAL STRATIFICATIOJf
The primary in te r e s t  in  th is  e n t i r e  a tody is  to  describe the  
n a tu re  end degree o f  e o e ie l * t r a t i f i c a t io n  in  a H ill  end in  a D elta  
eo tto n  graving  community, the re la t io n  of tenure  s ta tu e  o f farm ers to  
so c ia l s ta tu s  has received  major emphasis. In previous chap ters physi­
c a l and so c ia l  m o b ility , population  and fam ily  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  h e a lth , 
m a te ria l le v e l of l iv in g , education, and p o l i t io a l  and so c ia l p a r t i c i ­
p a tio n  have been t r e a te d .
In  th e  presedb chap ter the  o b jec t is  to  give a tte n tio n  to  some o f 
the more eub jso tive  indexes of s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  as revealed by speech re ­
ac tio n s and o th er psycho-eooial behavior. A ttitu d es  and opinions w i l l  
be used as evidence in  the attem pt to  describe  the r e la t iv e  p o s itio n s  
on th e  so c ia l  s ta tu s  scale of farm and non-farm and o f fans tenure  
c la sse s  o f  both ra e e s .
The C lass S tru c tu re—B rie f C h a ra c te r is tic s
U sually the l i t e r a t u r e  on s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  as v e i l  as the concep­
t io n s  o f  the  ind iv idua l members of a community, tend to  over-sim plify
1g re a tly  the  c la ss  s tru c tu re  w ith in  a p a r t ic u la r  so c ie ty . The fa c t
3>A re c a s t  book which avoids t h i s  e rro r  is  th a t  by A lliso n  Davis, 
Burleigh B. Gardner and Mary R. Gardner, Deep South (Chicago* The Uni­
v e rs i ty  of Chicago P re ss , 1941), p . 46, Figure 2 . The authors have 
attem pted to  rev ea l the  gradations w ith in  the th ree  major s t r a t a .  Much 
o f tbs d e sc rip tio n  which they  give could be applied  to D elta so c ie ty . 
However, the  parish  s e a t  of Tensas has only about one-tenth  the popula­
t io n  of Old C ity .
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th a t  St* Sn«p^» t t o  la rg e s t  to«m in  Teases, had only 1096 people when 
i t s  1940 te a se s  e e s  b a to n , and th e  n e a te r  in  the St* Helene county sen t 
wee w h y  $89, l im i ts  the  reage in  the  to ta l  pyramid »«d onuses the 
sm eeselty  fo r  fee#  to  fe e s  e oat s e ts  among a l l  member* o f  each o f these  
teems* I t  is  d i f f i c u l t , th e re fo re , to  m aintain  a high degree of physical 
die te a se  and Is  sasms th e  p ro b ab ility  o f pronounced soc ia l d is te io e  among 
the members o f th e  th re e  na^or u h lte  so c ia l c la s se s  of the D elta teen*
For th e  H il l  town w h ites , auoh is o la t io n  i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  impossible*
The Tensas p la n te rs ,  in d isp u tab ly , a re  a t  the  to p  o f  the  farm 
pyramid* They are  so d e f in i te ly  removed, in  terms o f s ta tu s  recognised 
non f ans people , th a t  confusion with o th er farm c la sse s  d o e sn 't 
happen* Social die tarns e between th is  group and o th e r farm ers i s  so 
g rea t th a t  th e  p lan te r*  a re  much aom c lo se ly  a l l ie d  te  the men»fsrm 
population  in  p o l i t ie s *  in  r e l ig io n ,  and in  so c ia l and re c re a tio n a l 
in te r e s t s ,  then to  o th e r white fam ers*  This om its, however, a very  
im portant od as id s ra tio n s  p la n te rs  must be c la s s if ie d *  Percy and h is  
review ers have po in ted  out so unm istakably th a t the w r ite rs  who have 
pretended to  port r ay them, have igno ran tly  f a i le d  to  d is tin g u ish  
among them* And to t r u ly  segregate them would be to  put them as f a r  
a p a r t as p h ila n th ro p is ts  and gangsters* Our inform ants ca lle d  a tte n ­
t io n  to  eases in  which p a r t ic u la r  p la s te r s  cheated te n a n ts , liv ed  w ith 
Hegro woman e r  engaged in  some o th er p ra c tic e  not genera lly  condoned*
Less o f  s ta tu s  was p o ss ib le  fo r such p la n te rs , e sp e c ia lly  i f  they were 
immigrant a who had been in  th e  D elta fo r le s s  than a gem r a t i  on*
Like say  o ther form of e n te rp r is e , the Tensas p la n ta tio n  is  a 
scare*  e f  p r o f i t s  to the  owner, and th e re  a re  those w ithout the  t r a d i ­
t io n  o f a  Percy o r a  Stanton who regard  the p la n ta tio n , not as a  b e a u tifu l
m« d  glamorous i i y  o f l i f e *  b u t much a s  an in d u s tr ia l  fac to ry  in  which 
lab o r i s  to  bo e x p lo ited  in  o rder to  en rich  the entrepreneur* 
s in ce  so o t o f th e  o r i t l o a l  w r ite rs  have been from In d u s tr ia l a reas of 
America* th ey  have tended to  see only th is  vicious* m a te r ia l is t ic  and 
inhuman s id e  o f  the  landlord*
I t  has been argued th a t  race  p re ju d ice  has served the purpose of 
a l ia s in g  expression  o f h a tre d ,  and prevented reco g n itio n , by the  small 
w hite fa m  owner, o f the c o n f l ic t  of in te r e s t  between the  p la n te r  and 
the  yeaam* But i f  t h i s  were tru e  in  th e  n ineteen th  cen tury . In  the  
tw en tie th  i t  has been rep laced  by a d e f in i te  consciousness of c la s s  
in te r e s ts  w ith in  th e  w hite f a m  owning populatt on of the  Delta* The 
County A g ricu ltu ra l Agent in  Tensas* re fe rr in g  to  the New Ground se t*  
t i e r s  o f the Second ^ard* s ta te d  th a t t  "We had Ju s t as w ell recognise 
those  sn a il  fa m e rs  up there  as p a r t  of the community and t r y  to  help 
in  making, good e i t  i s  m s out of them." Another informant who thought 
they  were a  very  "low type people*" adm itted th a t  "they have th e i r  
leaders*  and they  a re  going to  be im portant p o l i t i c a l ly ."
Today th e  re n te r s  In  Tensas vary considerably* A few awe conceded 
an eooBoaio and so c ia l p o s it io n  above the  small immigrant owners* F a rt 
e f  th i s  appears to  be due to th e  stereo typed  phrasing which tends to  
c la s s i f y  a l l  recen t H il l  m igrants as "Peekerwoods*" "Rednecks," and 
" H il lb i l l ie s * "  reg a rd less  of tenure s ta tu s .  Then* when a re n te r  hap* 
pens to  operate  unusually  la rge  acreage* or lea se s  o r subleases land* 
h is  s ta tu s  i s  a  l i t t l e  improved because of the  scope of h is  operations 
and th e  frequent mcintenanos of a m a te ria l leve l of liv in g  superio r 
to  t h a t  o f a  h lg i p ropo rtion  of the sm all owners* I t  i s  probably true* 
too* th a t  the p la n te r s  and o th e rs  o f h is  so c ia l c la s s  reoognise a
230
p o te n t ia l ly  c re a to r  p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l challenge in  the email ovaier 
c la s s  than they see in  the  ren ter*  However the s i tu a t io n  in  Tensas 
i s  to o  new to  allow f in a l  oonolusions*^
In the  H il l  p a r is h , the r e la t iv e  s ta tu s  of th ese  two groups Is  
somewhat b e t te r  defined* White owners c o n s is te n tly  have h igher so c ia l
c
s ta tu s  than ren te rs*  Per Hagroes, the question  of tenure  s ta tu s  and 
so e ia l s ta tu s  fo r  owners and re n te rs  appears a b i t  more uneertain* In­
formants of a l l  o la sse s  seem inconsis ten t*  Many do not be lieve  th e  Hegro 
earn opera te  an e n te rp r is e  com pletely independent of whites* th is  opinion 
is  expressed both in  th e  H ill  and in  the  D elta parish* Others are  Ju s t 
as  c e r ta in  o f  the opposite and give examples of Hegro owners who operate  
th e ir  own farms Ju s t as e f f ie ie n t ly  as many white owners* Opinions o f 
Vegrees vary a s  w ell as those of w hites, but the w r i t e r 's  own conclusion 
would have to be as follow s i ownership is  conceded by th e  more competent, 
unbiased Judges to  be a more d esirab le  cond ition  fo r Hegroes as w ell as 
w hites, and white bankers, insurance men and merchants p re fe r  Hegro owners 
over non-owners as e re d it  r is k s  and th in k  them superio r in  o th er t r a i t s *  
This study is  not attem pting to  d is tin g u ish  between the w elfare o r 
the p re s tig e  of cropper and lab o re r except by means of opinion data*
There have appeared during the  l a s t  few years a number of published 
opinions which m ain tain  th a t the cropper i s  only a type of lab o re r whose 
economic arrangem ent, work, and wages d i f f e r  only s l ig h t ly  from th a t  o f
*8ee Sdgar A* S ch u le r 's  findings concerning r e la t iv e  s ta tu s  of 
owners and r e n te r s ,  "The Present Eooial Status of American Farm Tenants,*1 
ttu ral Sociology, I I I  (March, 1938), pp* 28-31*
^Bdgar A* S chu ler, "Social and Hoonoule S tatus In a Louisiana H ills  
Ccsnsunlty,* Sural Sociology, 7  (March, 1940), p* 76*
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t b i  f a n  laborer*  He work* a sp e c if ic  pieoe o f  land and receives a
share of the orop in s tead  o f a money wage, and perhaps he assumes a
the
s n a i l  amount of the risk*  However, before  the  AAA/praetice of p e ra i t -
**
t in g  Negroes, e sp e c ia lly , to  decide fo r themselves whether they w ill 
work under one or the o ther types of arrangement, and the frequent 
t r a n s fe r  from one to  th e  o ther from year to  year, make i t  ra th e r  mean-
A
in g le 8a to  a ttesip t to  c la s s ify  them by soc ia l status*
More obvious d iffe ren ces  may be seen w ith in  the o lass of white 
fans lab o re rs  receiv ing  money wages* The kinds of work performed* the 
wages reoe ived , the l iv in g  accommodations provided and the apparent 
degree of re sp o n s ib ili ty  which they are asked or perm itted  to  assume, 
sake th is  group one of the most g re a tly  d if fe re n tia te d  of the  D elta 
farm tenure  c la s s e s . There were t r a c to r  d r iv e rs  working fo r $1*50 
per day in  1939, which was a t  le a s t  tw ice as much as th a t  paid a 
reg u la r co tto n  chopper or other u n sk illed  fam  laborer* Many tru ck  
and t r a c to r  d riv e rs  must assume the  re sp o n s ib ility  of keeping the 
machines used in  proper opera ting  cond ition , and some reg u la rly  per* 
fo n t such Jobs as purchasing supplies and of weighing the co tton  
picked*
Many of the sem i-sk illed  labo re rs a re  very d e f in i te ly  of higher 
s ta tu s  than eroppera on the same p la n ta tio n s , and in  many ind iv idua l 
eases they ^ p e a r  to  be of as high s ta tu s  as renters*  Only to  the
*See T. Lynn Smith, The Sociology of Rural Life (New Yorks Harper 
and Bros*, 1940), pp* 266-dS*
6See S* &arl Grigsby and Harold Hoffsojamer, Cotton P lan ta tio n  
Laborers, L ouisiana S ta te  U niversity  ASS Bui* 323, Baton Rouge, 1941, 
pp* 26-54. See a lso  Ramsey and Hoffsommer, oj>* c i t . f Pp* 2-10*
e x te n t th a t  a  c la s s  ste reo ty p e  hae been e rec ted  by the ex istence  o f  so 
many of th e  u n sk ille d  fa m  laborers*  can th i s  group be given a  d e f in i te  
p laee  a t  th e  bottom of the  a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder.
In  th e  H ill  a re a  also* th e  s ta tu s  of the  white fam  lab o re r  i s  un­
ce rta in *  He la l ik e ly  to  be another loca l fa rm er's  son, who Is  h ired  
by the nenth and shares the em ployer's house fo r  lodging and meals*
In  many in stan ces no d iffe re n c e  in  so c ia l s ta tu s  appears to  be implied*
In  o th er eases the  members of one fa m  owner's fam ily work fo r wages on 
the neighboring fa m  fo r the day* and i t  sometimes happens th a t  the 
employee today become a the  employer the follow ing week or month*
In  th e  case  o f th e  Hegro fam  lab o re r in  the H ills*  th e re  is  more 
l ik e ly  to  be a c o rre la t io n  between tenure  s ta tu s  and so c ia l sta tus*  
e sp e c ia lly  i f  the Hegro i s  an ad u lt and does not operate  land fo r  him­
se lf*  Here again* however* i t  must be remembered th a t  p a rt-tim e  fa m  
work f o r  wages by opera to r fam ilie s  i s  considerably  more common than 
f u l l  time wage employment* The g re a te r  s ig n ifican ce  of eueh p art-tim e  
work in  St* Helena i s  seen when i t  is  considered th a t  in  1940 owner 
opera to rs made up 44 per cent of a l l  colored operators* while in  Tensas 
only 9 per cen t of a l l  co lored  opera to rs were owners.
Opinions B ela tive  to  th e  Welfare o f  C erta in  C lasses 
What people b e liev e  about the w elfare o f themselves as an occupational 
or ten u re  group* or what thsy  th in k  of o ther groups* tends to a f fe c t  those 
holding suoh opinions* sinee a l l  su b jec tiv e  standards of liv in g  a re  r e la ­
tiv e*
An im portant element is  the re la t io n  between "standard” and "plane” 
o f  liv ing*  and the d iffe ren c e  between these two Is always brought in to
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sharper r e l i e f  l a  an a rea  of pronounced economic s t r a t i f ic a t io n *  I f  a  
standard  is  vexy Ion wa may have what Ely seems to  see as a  poverty o f 
wants*^
I t  i s  be lieved  th a t  a t t r ib u t in g  a  h ig t o r low le v e l  of l iv in g  to  a 
race or c la s s  can be In te rp re te d  as a reco g n itio n  of a comparable degree 
e f  so c ia l s ta tu s  i n  th a t  group*
In the s e r ie s  o f ta b le s  th a t  a re  to  fo llow , c la ss  w elfare w ill  be 
measured l a  term s e f  the  opinions given by persons who l iv e  in  the  areas 
and o fte n  are members o f the  c la sses  in  question* When opinions were 
g iven, reasons fb r  holding them were obtained* the opinions and the 
reasons fo r  them a re  given in  the tab les*
The f i r s t  opinions r e la te  to the w elfare o f town and f a m  people* 
The inform ants were asked, "Whom do you be lieve  are b e t te r  o f f  around 
h ere , people l iv in g  in  town or on farms?" The tab u la ted  answers are  
given in  Table LXXV.
The opinions given, and the  reasons fo r  the choice are ooneentrated 
to  such an ex ten t and so c o n s is te n tly  fo r w hites and Sfegroes o f both 
a re a s , th a t  one can say th e  predominant opinion in  th e  a reas was ob* 
ta in sd*  More than 70 per oent of the members of both races  of each 
a re a  thought th e  people liv in g  on farms wore b e t te r  o f f ,  and over th re e -  
f i f t h s  o f the le a s t  c e r ta in  group and 04 per oent of the most c e r ta in  
group gave economic reasons fo r  the  supposed g re a te r  w elfare of the
^alchaSTT* E ly, O utlines of Economies (Hew Yorkt The Macmillan 
Company, 1931), p* 1551 See th e  s ix th  e d itio n  (1937) o f th is  book for 
an exeel le n t  d iscu ssio n  e f "Standard* and "Level” of liv in g , pp. 145-47.
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people l i i l a s  on farms*
91th m il th e  co n sis ten cy , there  mere n o ticeab le  d ifferences*
Negroes mere mere uniform in  th e i r  se le c tio n  of th e  farm and of eco­
nomic reaso n s, mad H ill  Segroes mere almost unanimous in  th ese  op in i  one* 
8111 w hites mere more uniform ly o f the  sane opin ion  than B e lts  whites* 
These a rea  d iffe ren ces  In d ica te  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of more complete 
adjustm ent o f H il l  th a n  B e lts  people, and perhaps, th a t  Negroes are 
somewhat b e t t e r  s a t i s f ie d  than  w hites in  each area*
Opini ons in  Table LXXVI in d ic a te  whether th e  poorest white people 
In  town ofr on fa m e  a re  w orst o f f ,  and the answers a re  found to  be con­
s i s t e n t  w ith  those in  the  previous tab le*
Those Tawing the  poorest people in  to m  as worst o f f  ranged from 
70 per cen t fo r  D elta  w h ites , mho were l e a s t  c e r ta in ,  to  97 per cent fo r  
H ill  Begroes mho were most uniform ly of th a t  opinion* Nearly a l l  reasons 
given were c la s s i f ie d  as economic*
A s ig n if ic a n t  f a c t  Is  th a t  the  H ill  Negroes mho so overwhelmingly 
p ick  farm re s id e n ts  as b e t t e r  o f f ,  a re  almost e n t i r e ly  f&xm people*
Our next question  r e fe r s  to the w elfare o f white tenu re  classes*  
People questioned mere asked, *Hhieh tenure c la ss  of white farm people 
to  you th in k  b e s t of f t*  sad the tenure  c la sse s  were sp ec ified  as owners, 
r e n te r s ,  c roppers o r "h&lf-hmxde* and laborers*  Opinions are given in  
Table LIX7II-
There was a very d e f in ite  concen tra tion  of answers in  favor o f 
owners, bu t the  reasons were somewhat le s s  consisten t*  As in  answers to  
th e  two previous qu estio n s , D elta w hites showsd le a s t  uniform ity* Even 
tkevgi f o u r - f i f th s  of them named owners as b e s t o f f ,  ju s t  44 per cent 
gave economic reasons only fo r t h i s  opin ion , and one-eighth of them d id
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s o t  g ive any opinion* H il l  w hites shewed the second g re a te s t  tendenoy 
to  name a a m b e r of reasons f o r  se lo o tin g  owners. Twenty-four per cen t 
o f  th i s  group gam  s ta b i l i ty  o f lo c a tio n  end psychological reasons in  
combination w ith  economic as the advantages owners enjoy«
Tabic UUVI1I t e l l s  which c la s s  of w hite fans people are  thought 
to  be w orst off*  On th i s  question  th e re  is  f a r  le s s  agreement* There 
i s  v a r ia t io n  of opin ion  between races in  each a rea  and between a reas  
f a r  each ra e e . W hites of Hie H ill  a rea  showed le a s t  uniform ity  o f 
opi n ion ,  which may in d ic a te , since  most of them were farm owners, th a t  
they recogn ise  farm ownership, as noted i s  the d iscussion  above, as th e  
only d e s ira b le  r e la t io n  to  lan d , and th a t they may not have a g rea t deal 
o f  experience w ith  e th e r  forms* I t  a lso  suggests the p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  
the degree of c la s s  consciousness they hold respecting  o ther tenure 
groups is  e i th e r  eonfused or th a t  i t  has very low in te n s ity *  In  o th e r 
words, th e  owner th in k s  more in  terms of white ownsrs and non-owners, 
and the w hite faxm la b o re r  may be no moxe stigm atised  than a renter*
As one small owner expressed i t ,  "Any man who has any backbone i s  going 
to  have hie own place*"
The opinion most f req u e n tly  given by H ill w hites was th a t croppers 
were w orst o f f ,  followed by re n te rs , and only 14*5 per oest named the 
laborers*  The reason  most o ften  given fo r  th inking  croppers w orst o f f  
was th a t  they  had to  give too  much to  the landlord* More than h a lf  o f 
those croppers gave th is  answer, and p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  the o th ers
gave some answer w ith economic im plications*
B i l l  leg ro cs showed much g re a te r  uniform ity of opinion, ad such 
opin ion  appears to  r e f l e c t  th e ir  own tenure experienoe* S ixty-seven 
p e r cent named croppers as w orst o f f ,  end more than f o u r - f i f th s  of
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th o se  thought croppers had to  g ive too  much to  the  landowner* A g re a te r  
p ro p o rtio n  o f  Negroes then w hites named fan s  lab o re rs  as w orst off*
S e re , we must remember th a t  th© Negro's own experience, and h ie  knowledge 
o f o th e r  Negroes, working as lab o re rs  as a more o r le s s  permanent r e la ­
t io n  to  th e  land ra th e r  than the u su a lly  temporary^ re la tio n sh ip  o f the 
w hite h ired  man, may help to  cause him to  name th is  group* Low wages 
and i r r e g u la r  work were the  reasons most o ften  given by Negroes fo r  
weeing la b o re rs  as worst off*
D elta  w h ite s , the  g re a te s t  per e ea t of whom were croppers, most 
freq u en tly  named th is  ten u re  group as worst o f f .  Almost as many named 
la b o re rs , and 14 p e r s e n t did not give an opinion*
The g re a te s t  un iform ity  o f opinion on t h i s  quastion  was held by 
D elta  Negroes* S lig h tly  over th re e -fo u rth s  named lab o re rs , and a l l  o f 
th ese  gave low wages and ir r e g u la r  work as reasons fo r  th e  opinion* 
In c id e n ta lly  th is  reason was given most freq u en tly  by a l l  groups naming 
farm la b o re rs ;  most o th e r reasons were economics*
In  fa b le  L2XXX, fans and non-farm people name the  colored farm 
ten u re  c la ss  whieh they  th in k  b est off*  Opinions are given by a rea  and 
by raee  r e f e r  to  tenure c la sse s  in  th e  p a r t ic u la r  area*
The d iffe ren c e s  between th e  opinions of raee groups are re a d ily  
apparent and seem very s ig n i f ic a n t• Half o f  the H ill w hites th in k  
Negroes a re  b e s t o f f  sb owners, but almost one-th ird  th in k  them best 
o f f  as croppers* About one-ten th  e i th e r  d id n 't  know, or gave no opinion* 
Whites of the D elta  were le s s  certa in*  More than one-fourth  did not 
know or would not s t a t e  t h e i r  opinions* Of those who named a group, 
more than  h a lf  thought colored owners were b e s t off* Croppers were 
th re e  tim es as l ik e ly  as re n te rs  to  be named* For both a re as , i t  seems
TA
BU
 U
XX
X
IH
F0
HM
AK
T8
 W
HO
 B
EL
IE
VE
 S
PE
CI
FI
ED
 T
Bf
fltJ
RS
 C
U
80
 O
f 
CO
LO
RE
D 
FA
RM
 P
EO
PL
E 
18
 B
B8
T 
OF
F,
W
IT
H 
Rf
iA
SO
l®
 F
OR
 O
PI
EI
O
lfi
 
PE
RC
EN
TA
GE
 D
X8
TR
IS
BT
XO
I
Eu
ab
er
oa
se
s
D
on
’t
 
kn
ow
 
or
 n
ot
 
ro
po
rt
od
CW
BB
BS
RE
NT
ER
S
CR
OP
PE
RS
LA
BO
RE
RS
A
ll
ot
he
rs
In
fo
rm
­
an
ts
EB
Bf
fb
idl
TS
r
re
as
on
s
st
ab
il
it
y
 
Of
 I
o­
cs a
t i
on
■
'P
iy
dn
a-
'
lo
gi
ca
l
ro
as
on
a
C
M
bl
1* 
na
tio
ns
 
of
 f
ir
st
 
th
re
e
~*
£T
r
ot
he
r
re
as
on
s
‘"
X
1T
"
re
as
on
s
al
l
re
as
on
s
1
1
1
"*
re
as
on
s
H
il
l: W
hi
te
10
4
9.
6
51
.7
1
.0
1
.0
6*
7
9.
6
6.
7
31
.7
1
.0
1
.0
H
og
ro
67
tm
rn
82
.1
«»
•»
7.
6
7.
6
S.
O
«*
**
ae
aa
tm
wm
D
el
ta
s
W
hi
te
95
26
.5
17
.9
—
1
.1
8.
4
16
.8
6*
3
18
.9
4.
2
1
.1
N
eg
ro
79
2.
5
64
.6
1.
5
15
.2
16
.6
m
 m
w
ee
M
ft
W
iv
ai
 I
M
U
U
—
se M
th a t  w hites e i th e r  oenoede Hegroes th e  a b i l i ty  to  operate independently , 
or assume they seed  supervision* Those who b e liev e  them to  be capable 
o f  working a s  independent en trepreneurs th in k  them b e s t o f f  as owners*
I f  they  need supervision# they  should have the complete superv ision  
u su a lly  g iven  ereppers* These a re  o ffe re d  as th e  probable reasons why 
w hites of both  a re a s  seldom mentioned Segro re n te rs  as b es t off*
leg ro es  are  more c e r ta in  what tenure c la ss  i s  b e s t o f f  } they  know 
what th ey  would ra th e r  be* and they seem to  know why* A ll except two 
o f  6 T SU 1 Hegroes and a l l  b u t two of 70 D elta Hegroes thought owners 
were b e s t  o ff*  Eeonemie reasons predominated, but permanence of loca­
tion* independence* and th e  b e l i e f  th a t  people work harder fo r them* 
se lv es  were given*
The co lo red  tenu re  c la s s  be lieved  to be worst o f f  was named* and 
the opinions a re  tab u la ted  in  Table LUX*
The opinions o f H ill  w hites were marked by an extreme laok o f uni­
form ity* and they appeared to  be a b i t  in co n s is te n t with t h e i r  s ta te d  
op in ions regard ing  the  colored tenure c la ss  th a t was best o ff*  fo r  w hile 
owners were nssmd (Table LXXIX) as b e s t o f f  more o ften  than any o th er 
group* when asked the  group which was worst off* owners again  were named 
by 22 p e r cen t o f the 104 H ill  w hites questioned, and re n te rs  were the 
only Wegro ten u re  c la s s  named more frequently*  Bren here the d iffe ren ce  
was net great*
Almost o n e -th ird  of the D elta w hites e i th e r  had no d e f in ite  opinion 
o r d id  not re p o rt i t*  Those vfeo did were more l ik e ly  to  name laborers* 
sach  le s s  l ik e ly  to  name croppers* and were about h a lf  as l ik e ly  to  
ii— > re n te r s  as lab o re rs  as w orst off*  Three of th e  96 named owners as
TA
BL
B 
LU
X
IN
FO
RM
AN
TS
 1
R
0 
BE
LI
EV
ED
 S
PE
CI
FI
ED
 T
EN
UR
E 
C
U
SS
 O
P 
CO
LO
RE
D 
FA
BS
 P
EO
PL
E 
18
 H
OR
ST
 O
FF
,
W
IT
H 
RE
AS
ON
S 
FO
R 
O
PI
N
IO
!; 
P8
R0
8N
TA
08
 D
IS
TR
IB
UT
IO
N
OW
NE
RS
 
RE
UT
ER
S 
CR
OP
PE
RS
__
__
__
__
_
 
__
__
__
__
_
LA
BO
RE
RS
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
Nu
m
be
r 
D
on
't 
A
ll 
A
ll 
To
o 
4h
i£
t«
 
A
ll
 
W
eg
ee
 
ih
ii
ft
- 
~ 
ii
F
 
' 
A
il 
In
fo
rm
- 
oa
ee
a 
kn
ow
 
re
ee
on
a 
ra
aa
on
a 
su
oh
 
le
aa
* 
ot
he
r 
to
o 
le
aa
, 
ot
he
r 
ot
he
rs
m
at
e 
or
 n
ot
 
to
 
la
ay
 
re
ee
on
a 
lo
w
, 
la
iy
, 
re
aa
on
a;
re
po
rt
ed
 
la
nd
* 
en
d 
im
pr
o-
 
or
 i
r-
 
l»
pr
or
l-
 
no
 f
ur
-
lo
rd
 
rl
de
nt
 
re
gu
la
r 
de
nt
 
ni
eh
ln
ge
,
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
 
.__
__
__
_•
' 
e
t
o
._
__
__
__
__
_
H
il
ls W
hi
te
 
10
4 
18
*4
 
22
*1
 
26
.0
 
6.
7 
1*
9 
8*
7 
6.
7 
2.
9 
6.
7 
2*
9
N
eg
ro
 
67
 
—
 
—
 
11
,9
 
53
.7
 
—
 
11
*9
 
19
.4
 
—
 
1*
6 
1*
8
D
el
ta
s
W
hi
te
 
95
 
31
.6
 
5*
2 
15
.8
 
4.
2 
—
 
14
.7
 
22
,1
 
1*
1 
5*
3 
2
,1
244
w orst o f f ,  which may in d ic a te  thoy thought Hegroes should no t to  owners* 
Almost th roe  ■ fo u rth s  o f th e  H ill  Hegroes thought croppers w orst o ff*  
sad  only 2 2  p e r  s e a t  o f them named laborers*  The o th e r  12  per omit named 
ra id  ere*
D olts Hegroes d if fe re d  from H ill Hegroes* almost f o u r - f i f th s  of the  
former group naming laborers*  411 o thers who gars an opinion named 
croppers*
He may conclude th a t  so b s  tiling  near unanimous opinion of both races 
in  each a re a  p laces  th e  ownar in  th e  p o s itio n  of h ig h es t s ta tu s*  and th a t  
th e  s ta tu s  o f croppers and lab o re rs  i s  d e f in i te ly  lowest when opinions 
o f a l l  groups a re  considered together*  Area d iffe ren ces  are s ig n if ic an t*  
however* cad d iffe re n c e s  e f  opinion by raee are  pronounced in  each area*  
S H I w hites sesa  ra th e r  c e r ta in  th a t  croppers are much worse o f f  then  
labo rers*  mid th a t  re n te rs  a lso  a re  worse o f f  than  laborers*  H ill  
Hegroes* hoeerer* would a  l i t t l e  ra th e r  be re n te rs  than lab o re rs  end 
bed much ra th e r  be lab o re rs  than croppers* Apparently w hites would n e t 
make re n te rs  e f  Hegroes* They would concede them enough in i t i a t iv e  to  
o pera te  as owners* or th ey  would give them the superv ision  u su a lly  con­
s id e red  ap p ro p ria te  f e r  croppers*
General S ocial In te ra c tio n  
In  tb s  H ill  parish*  c a s te  or raee consciousness i s  most apparent* 
while in  tbs D elta parish* c la s s  consciousness among w hites tends to  
lessen the r e la t iv e  in te n s i ty  of raoe consciousness of upper o lass  
whites, and perhaps* to  In te n s ify  th a t  o f  those w hites who a re  more 
d irec tly  in  economic com petition w ith th e  Hegroes* In the Delta* how-
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over, M n iitio tts a ii t  cannot coun te rac t the f o r a i i  M u g for eon*
f ilo u tB ic s  of a t a t  as o f a l l  o la sse s  w ith in  the  g re a tly  s t r a t i f i e d  w hite 
rase* Far f c u a i i  I t  i s  as easy to  conceive o f am " in  group* oosposad 
o f  Hegross and upper o laa s  w hites as one composed of a l l  o lasaes o f 
whites* t h i s  would h ard ly  he t ru e  in  St* Helene*
the observable evidences for •fee foregoing  sta tem ents a re  very 
complex* In  fee D elta , the  to  la  ranee and fr ien d  11ness which upper o laas 
w hites oftso. show fo r  H egroes.la found both in  personal and in  public  
r e la t io n s ,  y e t th e re  a re  vexy d e f in ite  lim ita tio n s*  A bsolutely under 
no eo n d itio ss  would th e  Segro be in v ite d  by th e  planter*  a fam ily t o  p lay  
fee ro le  o f guest* I t  would be ju s t  as unthinkable fo r  the r a d ia l  b a r r ie r  
to  he  ignored in  cou rtsh ip  o r  m arriage. I t  la  no t necessary  to  guard 
a g a in st th ese  co n sid era tio n s! th ey  a re  fixed  and f in a l ,  and in  no sense 
do feey  sm r  to  be regarded by e i th e r  group as problems* There appears 
to  be very  l i t t l e  , I f  any, fe a r  th a t  fee D elta  Hegro nay assume g re a te r  
so c ia l p r iv ile g e s  because o f any concessions which th e  p lanter**  fam ily  
may make to  him* There la  an Ind ispu tab le  e a s ts  re la tio n sh ip , so f u l ly  
see opted by bo th  groups th a t  any behavior on fee p a r t  of e i th e r  w il l  
not bo In te rp re te d  a s  in  any way v io la tin g  c a s te  tra d itio n s*  And while 
snaerous d iffe ren c e s  say be seen in  the treatm ent of ind iv idua l Hegroes, 
naay r u le s  apply to  a l l  Hegroes*
the could not be  sa id  about the re la tio n sh ip  between th e
p la n te r 's  fam ily  and fe a t of the  w hite tenan t or labo re r on h is  o r some 
o th er p lan ta tio n *  There i s  mors cau tio n , more concern, more fe a r  o f 
m isunderstanding end store resentment on th e  p a rt o f members o f both 
c lasses*  This I s  tru e  e sp e c ia lly  whan the tenan t fam ily has m igrated
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from * S i l l  area* where a  high degree of homogeneity had not condi­
tio n e d  the  fam ily  to  an *t«y aooeptaaoe o f o laas d ifferences*^
Public schools o raa te  so c ia l  s i tu a tio n s  th a t  tend  to embarrass th e  
o h ild ren  of both olasees* There, consciousness o f s ta tu s  i s  l ik e ly  to  
develop in  very young ch ild ren  beoauae of th e  poorly defined  l im its  o f 
a s so c ia tio n  in  tb s  school room., outdoor recrea tion*  school o rgan isa­
t io n s  and o th e r  e x tra -c u r r io u la r  a c t iv i t ie s *  F requently , from th e  seme 
p la n ta tio n , c h ild re n  of p la n te r  and tenan t fam ilie s  a re  brought to g e th er 
In  c la sses*  and the  a t t i tu d e s  in  school in v ariab ly  must be co lo red  by 
the  s ta t ic  p o s itio n s  on the  p lan ta tio n *  The f a c t  of previous ao- 
quaintanee serves only to  in te n s ify  the oonselousne as o f s ta tu s*
The degree of so o ia l d istance  which i s  sy s te m a tica lly  m aintained 
among the  members o f  fam ilie s  o f d if fe re n t  ranks on the  p la n ta tio n  i s  
e a m p lif le d  through a  d e sc rip tio n  givsm the w r i te r  by th e  daughter o f a 
Leuiaiema p la n te r  in  th e  M iss iss ip p i Helt&t
Looking back to  my childhood days on our p lan ta tio n *  1 r e c a l l  
occasions when I ’d fin d  myself asking the reasons fo r  c e r ta in  
r e s t r ic t io n s  Imposed upon the  younger members o f  the fam ily ( 1  
say younger because I  was p a rty  to  th a t  group)* X can hear m yself 
asking "why" fo r  every r e s t r i c t io n ,  and i t  i s  no t u n t i l  now th a t  
X r e a l i s e  th a t  fo r  my p aren ts to  have answered a l l  my whys and 
w herefores would have been ju s t  to  in te n s ify  a something I  could 
never have understood*
A few r e a l  experiences would a id  in  a s s is t in g  one to  ju s t i f y  the  
above* Dinner was ready to  be served i the fam ily had a lready  as­
sembled fo r th a t  purpose when th e  b u tle r  announced an overseer and 
some te n a n ts  ( I  mean w hite) were th e re  to  see *the boss”  j my fa th e r  
immediately bade us r e t i r e  in to  the  drawing-room u n t i l  th i s  sp ec ia l
*fhe w r i te r  has v is i te d  on p lan ta tio n s  in  Points Coupee pariah where 
w hite tenan ts*  who were bom them * sesmed to  he much b e t te r  ad justed  in  
a  psychological sense to  the lower s ta tu s  position*
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business could be tra n s a c te d . I f  the  in te rv iew  became too  lengthy 
they e l l  r e t i r e d  to  the o f f ic e  (e  sp e c ia l place of business)#  a f te r  
which the  fam ily  resumed th e i r  p laces a t  the  d in ing  tab ic  . We 
could have e a t  down to  our sea l*  bub business was never tra n s a c te d  
in  e a r presence# and furtherm ore we were not allowed a t  ta b le  w ith  
th e  tenants#  some overseers# and low-ranking employees# i .e .#  th e  
h o s tle r#  foreman and the l ik e ,  to  go fu r th e r , oh ild ren  of those 
te n a n ts  sad «  ploy ess were never in v ite d  to  our so c ia l func tions— 
p a rtie s#  b ir th d a y s , e tc .  # and we were never allowed to  any of th e i r  
so o ia l gatherings# nor were we given perm ission to  v i s i t  in  th e i r  
homes} b e t we were always taugh t to  t r e a t  them w ith  utmost cou rtesy . 
During school re c e ss  pe rio d s we played w ith  them only during those 
tim es when th e  teach e r a c tu a lly  superv ised  the game} otherw ise we 
never sought them out as ind iv idual playmates* At church# a  pew 
was reserved  fo r  our family# and i f  by chance th e  peer warn f i l l e d  
when we# the younger members got there#  we dare a c t find  a s e a t  in  
th e  s id e  a is le s#  fo r  th e re  s a t  the  te n a n ts f fam ilies# end the lew 
w hite employees* As we grew up# we never considered a t  any time 
th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of c lo se r  so c ia l re la tio n sh ip : we were always
tau g h t to  spurn the advances made by any member of the le v  c la s s  
white*
On the o th e r  hand# toward the Negro tenan t # we bid the t in e  of 
day to  a l l}  and to  the  se rvan ts  in  our immediate household# we no t 
only  b id  the time o f  day# but we even taugh t nursery  rhymes and 
songs to  our eookb two l i t t l e  g ir ls #  and on Sundays we were per* 
m itted  to  h ear them r e c i te  the  posms# and sing the  songs. On Sat­
urday# i t  was our d e lig h t to  have these  two l i t t l e  Negro g i r l s  {4 
and 6  y ears  e ld ) s i t  on our back k itchen  steps# w hile we p la i te d  
th e i r  h a ir  and primped i&em up fo r  ohurch on Sunday* dust a s  soon 
as  th a t  l i t t l e  ta s k  was done# we were c a lle d  back to  our playroom* 
Ne were never allowed an qp p o rt unity  of th is  s o r t  or any o th e r kind 
with o h ild ren  o f  the  lover w hite class*  A d is t in c t  so c ia l d is tan ce  
ex isted#  and to  th is  day s t i l l  e x is ts .  In  o ther words# the lew 
white c lass#  according to  the standards o f  my people, were coarse# 
vulgar# intem perate* they  sought p leasure  l a  places unthinkable*
To have a sso e ia ted  w ith  them in  any way would d e f in ite ly  have 
lowered our standing in  the eyes of fam ilie s  enjoying a s im ila r  
standing to  ours*
I t  appears th a t  on the p la n ta tio n  the  re la tio n sh ip  between Negroes 
and upper c la s s  w hites o rd in a r i ly  may be lim ite d  consciously only in  
term s of s o c ia l  d is ta n s e , but fo r  members of p la n te r  and s h i te  tenan t 
fa m ilie s  physical d is tance  appears necessary  fo r efflo leiA  and comfort­
a b le  maintenance of so o ia l d istance* This may be one of the reasons 
so  many p la n te rs  p re fe r  Negroes to  w hites as ten an ts  and la b o re rs .
mOne o f  the  moot remarkable th in g s  about th e  membersof th e  whit© 
upper c la s s  la  tha  formal reaps o t which they  accord one ano ther, and 
y e t th a  apparent ease w ith  which th ey  can asp r e s t  personal d is l ik e  o r  
d i s t r u s t  f a r  thdsa  sane persons* I t  appears th a t  many of th is  c la s s  
a re  a  b i t  u n c e rta in  of t h e i r  complete acceptance, and jealousy  accom- 
pan ics the  extreme consciousness of s ta tu s*
*ho must o r who must a c t  be In v ite d  to  sp e c if ic  so c ia l functions 
a re  very  im portant q u estio n s , and i t  le  easy to  stake irrep a rab le  mis* 
takas* Tbs same may be sa id  about cou rtsh ip  and m arriage* Our inform­
a n ts  f req u e n tly  used such expressions a s ,  "But he oould not go out w ith  
Hr* Jones * d au g h te r,1* and "She can be a member of the  Parent Teachers 
A ssociation* but she could n e t be in v ite d  to  Mrs* Smith4© to play bridge*” 
The a p p lic a tio n  of such ru le s  to  recen t immigrants who were members o f 
th e  teach ing  o r o t te r  p ro fess io n a l c la s s  was not uncommon, and the 
m aintenance o f both physica l and so o ia l d is tan ce  between p la n te r  and 
e th e r  w hite  farm fam ilie s  or between upper c la s s  non-farm and faxm 
te n a n t or sm all owner fam ilie s  was even more s t r ic t*
In  c o n tra s t  to  th is  general p ic tu re  o f p e l ts  so c ie ty , in  th e  H il ls  
meet o f  th e  sharp fe a tu re s  o f the w hite c la s s  s tru c tu re  a re  lacking* A 
number of fa m ilie s  a t  te e  top  o f the sca le—d e f in i te ly  removed from th e  
o th e rs—is  observab le , but the  types of re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  the members 
o f  th e  o ther o la s s e s , o r w ith  newcomers to the a rea  seeking acceptance 
in to  th i s  group, are  very d if f e r e n t  from th a t  ty p ic a l of tee  Pelts*
Ttey may attem pt to  use, e i th e r  p o l i t i c a l ly  o r ©oonoraically, the farm 
e r non-fam  people o f a  lower economics or soo ia l c lose fo r th e i r  own
^S pecific  examples w il l  be avoided*
8*9
b e n e f i t ,  but ooere ion , extreme economic p ressu re  or in tim id a tio n  a re  
n e t observable as naans of accomplishment# O ccasionally , th e  business 
o r  p ro fessio n a l man w il l  mats a comparison of "lower c la s s ” white* w ith 
Hegroes, which may bo complimentary to tha Kegroes, but th i s  i s  re la ­
t iv e ly  r a re  and whan nada i s  more l ik e ly  to  r e f e r  to  Ind iv idual whites-"* 
never a  passiona te  condemns.ti on of th e  white c la s s  of which he is  a  part*  
I t  is  more l ik e ly  to  be in  the fo ra  of recogn ition  o f , o r  p ra is e  fo r 
Vogro honesty , in te g r i ty  o r resou rcefu lness , ra th e r  than an attem pt to  
be extrem ely uncomp 1 imentaiy or u n friend ly  to  the whites#
A fu n era l of a  prominent white in  the H ills  i s  l ik e ly  to  be attended  
by e l l  w hites in  the community, and th e re  seems to be no in d ic a tio n  in  
th is  H ill  p a rish  of any d esire  to prevent in te r  c la ss  a sso c ia tio n  o f a d u lts  
or c h ild re n  in  schools o r churches* There is  c&vious se le c tio n  in  mere 
in tim a te  and personal so o ia l r e la tio n s , but even here  th e  extreme con­
sciousness of s ta tu s  by w h ites  of a l l  e la sse s  Ju s t doesn’t  seam to  e x is t*  
I t  may be possib le  th a t a  p a r t  of th is  a rea  d iffe ren ce  is  due to the  much 
sm aller s iz e  of the H ill  town, and should some o f  th ese  people o f d if ­
fe re n t occupational and tenure  o lasses meet in  an urban environment 
elsew here, th e i r  behavior might be marked by g rea te r  consciousness of 
s ta tu s*  That consciousness of s ta tu s  does e x is t  among farm ers in  the  
B i l l  eomau&i'ty i s  a t te s te d  by occasional references by fans people, 
w ith  a  show o f  s a t is f a c t io n ,  to  th e i r  personal acquaintance with wel 1-  
know n business o r p ro fessio n a l men o f unquestionably high s ta tu s ,  and 
the  frequency w ith which whit© owners c r i t i c i s e  o r  r id io u ls  re n te rs  and 
eroppers*
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S ocial M obility
P rof# 8 iio n » l u d  tec h n ic a l men who have coma to  th e  D elta from 
th e  S i l l s  o f Louisiana and M iss iss ip p i may he accepted in  th e  upper 
c la s s  whan they  e s ta b l is h  them selves in  occupations of high p restige*  
h a t suoh acceptance is not immediate* There a re  c e r ta in  D elta t r a d i ­
t io n s  which they  must accept* and changes in  behavior p a tte rn s  a re  
more l ik e ly  to  be made by th e  immigrant than by the native*  The im­
m igrant * whether doctor* teacher* p lan ter*  a g r ic u ltu ra l  s p e c ia l i s t  o r  
business man* must not be too steeped in  H ill  tra d itio n s*  and C erta in ly  
must not show antagonism toward D elta c a s te  and c la s s  society* Con­
spicuous speech* unusually  p u r ita n ic a l m orality* or the  in c lin a tio n  to  
be sociable o r dem ocratic in  dealing  w ith  a l l  c la sse s  of w hites o r 
with both  races* w il l  d e f in i te ly  jeopard ise  b is  own adjustment in  D elta 
society* Therefore* i t  is  not a t  a l l  uncommon to  see a D elta  e itiS a n ­
aa Immigrant from the H il ls —sto u tly  defending the c la ss  s tru c tu re  of 
the D elta  and po in ting  out the extreme in f e r io r i ty  of the farm ers who 
are  doming from the H ills*  Gases were noted in  which the re la tio n sh ip  
end r e la t iv e  s ta tu s  p o s itio n s  of sp e c if ic  immigrants* who had known each 
o th er in  tbs H ills*  were g re a tly  changed in  'tile new location* as some 
ad ju s te d  them selves to  high* and o th ers  had to accept much lower* so c ia l 
positions*  One p ro fess io n a l man who had come from a H ill county in  
M iss issip p i s ta te d  th a t  he would not want h is fam ily , who have always 
h e ld  a comfortable so c ia l p o s itio n  re la t iv e  to  the  neighbor faroiera 
there*  to  come to  the D elta  to  farm* fo r  they would have to accep t a 
r e la t iv e ly  low p o s itio n  In  the s t r a t i f i e d  Delta farm population* and 
be w ithout the  in s t i tu t io n a l  advantages they  were enjoying in  the H ills*
Education makes a  muoh g re a te r  d iffe ren ce  in  the  Hills than  in  
tk e  D elta  w ith in  each o f  the  race groups, hut i t*  importance i s  espec i­
a l l y  no ticeab le  among w hite*. Jl co llege  degree almost c e r ta in ly , and a  
successfu l p ro fe s s io n a l p o s itio n  a s  a tto rn e y , doc to r, a g r ic u ltu ra l  
s p e c ia l i s t  or e th e r  publle  tec h n ic a l expert w ith  a good sa la ry , q u ite  
in v a riab ly  c o n s t i tu te  the  necessary  re q u is i te s  fo r so o ia l acceptance 
esf an immigrwot In to  the  upper c la s s . In term arriage would he re a d ily  
included as a  so o ia l p riv ileg e*  The Immigrant could lo se  personal 
re sp ec t because o f immoral behavior mere e a s i ly  than he would in  th e  
D e lta , bu t tbs economic and so c ia l p o s itio n  of the fam ily which he 
rep resen ted  in  th e  previous lo c a tio n  would veiy seldom be in v es tig a te d  
or questioned in  the H il ls ,  un less h is  own personal s ta tu s  o r behavior 
were questioned f i r s t .
In te r -c la s s  m arriage in  th e  D elta , involving a member of an upper 
c la s s  non-fana or p la n te r  c la s s  fam ily , may be seen in  th e  sta tem ent o f  
a  young immigrant of the prof essiona l class*
Tensas i s  one of the la s t  old-tim e a r is to c r a t ic  p a rish es in  th e  
s t a t e .  We l iv e  In the past a g rea t d e a l. A house i s  hallowed be* 
cause J e f f  Davis stepped on th e  porch. People marry below th e ir  
c la s s  now and th e n ... .P e rs o n  is  accepted in  upper stratum , but i f  
husband d ie s , w ife w il l  be o u t. I f  she can make the grade, she 
w il l  be to le ra te d  but not fu l ly  aoeepted.
Social m obility  w ith in  the community, e sp ec ia lly  up the educational 
or p ro fess io n a l lad d e rs , i s  r e la t iv e ly  u n re s tr ic te d  by c la s s  p re jud ices 
in  th e  H i l l s .  A person may be p ra ised  p u b lic ly  fo r making the ascen t 
under d i f f i c u l t i e s  from an humble p o s itio n  to  one o f muoh h igher educa­
t io n a l ,  economic or occupational rank .
mJtoople, whether farm oar non-farm , are t r e a te d  a  g rea t deal moie 
aa In d iv id u a ls  and allow ed to  determine th e i r  own personal s ta tu s  
ra th e r  th an  t r e a te d  as members o f ste reo typed  groups*
In  the  D elta , however, and e sp eo ia lly  w ith those  who a re  rea red  
th e re ,  the s ta tu s  of fam ily , tenure c la s s ,  or occupations! p o s itio n  a re  
l ik e ly  to  he insurm ountable b a r r ie r s  to  th e  a tta inm ent o f s ta tu s  in  th e  
h ig h est so o ia l e la s s , even a f t e r  f a i r l y  superio r educational or p ro fes- 
s io n a l attainm ent • And f a i lu r e  to  ga in  a co llege  education does not 
condemn a member o f an upper e la ss  fam ily to  a lower position*  As long 
as a D elta  person or fam ily w ith high soo ia l s ta tu s  remains lo y a l to  
D elta  t r a d i t io n s ,  o ther personal behavior i s  un like ly  to  cause lo ss  o f 
s ta tu s*
Interm arriage among gam  Tenure C lasses 
Where e la se e s  became so r ig id  as to  cause extreme consciousness o f  
s ta te s  prevent eoemon p a rt io i pat ion in  the aoeial l i f e  of the com­
m unity, one o f th e  p ro h ib itio n s  which is  very l ik e ly  to  r e s u l t  i s  th a t  
o f  in to  m arriage*
fab le  LflDU shows th e  re la tio n sh ip  between the  oooupation and 
tenure of the fans head and th a t  o f  the mate’s fa ther*
White form owners had m arried  the o ffsp rin g  of farm owners in  84 
per sen t of the  4 9  e a se s , and two of the  o th ers  had m arried th a t  o f 
p la n ta tio n  owners or managers* One had m arried a member o f  a  r e n te r ’ s 
fam ily  sad one th a t  o f an u n sk illed  laborer* This l a s t  was the only one 
who had m arried a member o f  a non-farm family*
Of the 11 H ill  r e n te r s ,  almost th ree -fo u rth s  had m arried  o ffsp rin g  
o f owners, and th e  r e s t  had m arried  members o f  r e n te r s ’ fam ilies*
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twioe ** likely to bar* married members of roster's families as members
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X early a l l  B i l l  B eg rw i faad m arried  members o f owner end re n te r  
f w i l i e s *  tad  I f  the  d a te  e re  to  be taken  a t  feee  value* th e re  seemed 
t e  be r a th e r  u n re e tr io te d  m arriage between the  r e n te r  and owner fami­
lie s*  S t i l l*  owners were somewhat l ik e ly  to  mercy member# e f  ova$r*« 
fa m ilie s  and re n te r#  w ith in  t h e i r  own group* Only one of th e  n ine 
wrapper# and labo rer#  rep o rted  a mate fro a  e i th e r  o f those group#* the 
o t te r s  rep o rtin g  them a# O ffspring of owner# and ren te rs*
Among tte l ta  Segross in  which th e re  was muoh g re a te r  opportunity  
to r  m arriage between farm and n o s-f  am  Hegroes* such m arriages did not 
seem t e  occur * Only 2 out of S3 farm ers reported  non-fara  mates* A 
r e la t iv e ly  sm all p roportion  reported  mate# from fam ilie s  of owners 
and ren te rs*  which should be expected* since th e re  were r e la t iv e ly  
few o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  such m arriages* Even th e  mates o f  owners were 
more l ik e ly  to  be from re n te r  o r cropper and lab o re r fam ilies than to  
be from owner fam ilies*  Of th e  13 non-fam  heads of fam ilies*  mar­
r ia g e s  w ith  members of farm fam ilie s  were reported  in  about th r e e - f i f th s  
o f the  eases* mad a l l  tenure  c la sse s  except p la n te r  and manager were 
represented*
We may conclude th a t  th e  da ta  d e f in i te ly  show tenure  c la s s  endogamy 
w ith in  the B i l l  w hite group bu t not a  closed  sooiety* Non-fam a re  even 
le s s  endogenous • D elta  w hites show l i t t l e  consistency except th a t  mates 
appear to  be repo rted  from a higher tenure  c la ss  than  th a t  of farm head* 
P la s te r  non-farm m arriages appear to  be common occurrences*
I t  i s  be lieved  th a t  the  general tendency fo r  Delta farm heads to  
re p o rt m ates from a  h igher tenure c la s s  a c tu a lly  may be the r e s u l t  Ah 
many eases o f th e  lo s s  o f tenure s ta tu s  since marriage* ra th e r  than
m arriage in to  a  h igher tenure  o la a s • Hegroes of the H il ls  d i f f e r  
on ly  i n  degree f r a  w hites in  mate se le c tio n  except th a t  th e  mate 
i s  always from a  farm f s a l ly .  B elta  Hegroes are  qu ite  d if fe re n t  from 
a l l  o th e r  groups* since  the farm heads re p o rt mates from lo se r  tenure  
o la s se s  alm ost a s  freq u e n tly  as from th e  sees o r a  h igher ©he. This* 
o f course* oould no t t e  tru e  of croppers and la b o re rs .
tre n d s  in  Pam  tenure  Which May A ffect S ta tus 
I t  has been dem onstrated in  th is  and in  e th e r s tu d ie s  th a t  a  de~ 
f i n i t e  re la tio n s h ip  e x is ts  beteeen tenure  s ta tu s  and so c ia l s ta tu s*  
sad th a t  ownsrship o f fe rs  muoh mere than e th e r  types o f tenure fo r
A
economic and so o ia l w elfare* With th ese  f a c ts  in  mind* an attem pt w il l  
be made to  in d ic a te  th e  tren d s  in  tenure  and some im p lica tions o f  sash 
trends*
The percentages o f tenancy in  St* Helena and fens as fo r  1925* 1930 
sad 1940 a re  g iven fo r  both ra ses  in  Table LXXXII* Croppers have beam 
separate d  from o th er te n a n ts  In  order to  rev ea l the changes in  each 
eategory* I t  I s  e s s e n t ia l  th a t  the e lse  o f  the base* to ta l  white or 
t o t a l  colored* be kept in  mind* fo r  ehsages from cropper to  lab o re r s ta tu s  
o ften  produce a r t i f i c i a l  end almost meaningless changes in  the  p ropo rtions 
In  v a rio u s categories*
Per w hite operators*  the percentage o f owners in  St* Helena shows a  
d e f in i te  downward trend  between 1925 end 1950* although a t  the end o f 
th a t  period* alm ost th re e - f i f th s  were owners s t i l l *  Then during the
®See Sdgar A* Schuler* A ttitu d e s  and Social Conditions o f Com B elt 
and Cotton B elt Parsers*  U. S. D. A** £*~ A* S. S oo ia l' fiesec^oli Report 
5o7 IT (Washington* 1938)* pp. 216-36.
as?
f  ABI& ix m x
m m S XI FABK TSffiRS 1925 TO 1940 XI ST* HELESA AID T1RSAS PABXSHSSj
PBKCSUTAG6  DIS78IB0TI0H1
1926____________  1950  1940
St* Selene Tessas St . He lima Tensas sit. Helena laSSae
Total opera to rs 1276 1094 1681 3139 1709 2371
I d t s  ( f t a b t r ) 626 258 741 647 835 602
(P er s e n t) 49*1 11*4 46*9 2 0 * 6 48.7 25*4
O n er* 64*4 55*1 57*2 15.5 70*9 52.7
Managers — 3*8 0 .5 4.5 0.4 3*7
T«&«sti 30.0 24.4 50*6 30*9 25.5 56*9
Croppers 5*6 36*6 IX .9 49*5 6*4 86*7
Colored ( t a t s r ) 650 1846 840 2492 876 1789
(P er 0 tn ^ 60*9 8 8 * 6 53*1 79.4 61*5 74*6
O n e rs 25*8 1* 1 30.4 2 * 2 44.3 9 .0
Managers — •«. — 0 . 2 » * * »
Tenants 52*9 34*8 50.0 36.2 36*4 24*2
Croppers 2 1 .2 64*0 19.6 61.2 21.3 66.7
l^ a ta  t«J»n from F if te e n th  and S ix teen th  Cessna Reports x 1950 and 1940* 
ig r ie B l tn r s ,  L ouisiana. f i r s t  Series*
a s x t  t t »  j u t  p e r io d , t h i s  group gained u n t i l  i t  rep resen ted  71 per 
o f e l l  w hite operators*  I t  should he no ted , to o , th a t  the  t o t a l  
number o f  w hite o p e ra to rs  had been increasing  ovor t ie  e n t i r e  f i f te e n  
p ea r period* Croppers had increased  during th e  f i r s t  f i r e  year period* 
and th en  lo s t  a l l  th e  gain  during the th i r t i e s *  The change to r  w hite 
re n te rs  e m  in  th e  t h i r t i e s  and showed a  r  e l  a t  i r e  decline*
IS r St* Selena Bsgro farm ers , the changes toward ownership were 
■ore uniform  th a n  f o r  whites* Over th e  e n tir e  f i f te e n  year period  
th e  ownership percentage changed f ro a  25*8 to  44*3, sad th e  t o ta l  
nasher o f  co lo red  o p e ra to rs  was a  th i r d  g re a te r  *b the end than  a t  the  
beginning o f the  period* Croppers had held th e i r  r a t io  to  th e  t o t a l ,  
and o th e r te n a n ts  had lo s t  considerably*
Zs Tessas we have a  ▼cry d if fe re n t  story* T otal w hite o p e ra to rs  
increased  during the f i r s t  f i r e  year period  from 233 to  647, and th i s  
in crease  was accompanied by a  decline  in  the p roportion  o f owners from 
35 per cent to 15*3 per cent* During the  t h i r t i e s  th e re  was a com­
p le x ity  of fa c to rs  which tended to  obscure th e  trends* Total w hite 
op e ra to rs  d ec lin ed  about 7 p e r  cen t, ownership increased  from 15*3 
p e r cost to  52*7 per c en t, and the proportion  o f croppers, which had 
been 49*5 p e r se n t in  1930, was e a t to alm ost one-half th a t  figu re  by 
1940* Other te n a n ts , ceer the f i f te e n  year p e r io d , changed from 24*4 
p e r  e a s t to  56*9 p e r cent*
por the  Begro farm ers of Tensas, during the  l a s t  f i r e  years of th e  
twen t i e s ,  th e re  was a  big increase  in  t o t a l  o p e ra to rs , from 1,346 to  
2,492* This was accompanied by an increase  in  owners from 1*1 per 
sen t to  2*4 per c e n t, a  decrease in  croppers from 64 per cent to  61*2
p a r o ® t and a  sn a il  lso r»»s«  in  o th er te n a n ts , who represen ted  over 
e n e - th ird  of t i l  e o lo rtd  opera to rs during the  period* During the 
t h i r t i e s ,  changes in  r e la t iv e  e lse  of each category took plaee* Owners 
m a t  from 2*4 p o r cent t o  9 per cen t of the t o t a l ,  cropper* changed from 
61*2 to  66*7 per c e n t , and o ther tenan t*  declined  from 36*2 per cent to  
24*2 p e r oeat*
Soar a re  we to  in te rp r e t  the changes in  each area? F i r s t ,  f o r  St*
H elena, sI boo th e re  seem to  be p ra c t ic a l ly  no supplementary d a ta  a v a i l-
a b le , the tre n d s , t o  a g rea t extent* must bo accepted a t  faoo value*
For Tensas th e re  are easy  fa c ts  which in d ic a te  th a t  the apparent move-
B est fro *  tenancy to  ownership f o r  both races must be discounted in
10p a r t ,  and re a l  changes in  th a t  d ire c tio n  must bo in te rp re ted *
I t  i s  th e  decade o f the  t h i r t i e s  which needs analysis*  The t o t a l  
am b er of a l l  op era to rs  in  Tensas and fo r  each race  declined* For 
R egress, th is  d ec lin e  was g re a t, ohanging from 2,492 in  1930 to  only 
1,769 l a  1940* This d e c lin e , which probably was due to  a t r a n s fe r  o f  
croppers to  the  s ta tu s  of lab o re rs , to  some em igration and to  th e  
purchase o f  lew Ground farms by ease o t h e r s , i s  the b iggest key to
the  b e s t an a ly s is  and in te rp re ta t io n  o f tenu re  changes in  
the s t a te  and fo r  the  co tton  growing p a r is h e s , see T» Lynn Smith, "The 
S ign ificance  of Reported Trends in  Louisiana A gricu ltu re ,*  The South* 
w estern S o c ia l Science Q uarte rly , XXII (December, 1941), 233-41•
— n i . 7  'the study of recen t sett le a  eat in  Rest C a rro ll, M ftdi son and 
Teases, by P h ilip  2* Jones, John £* Kason end Joseph T. Elvove, Raw 
f r ? W m  M  t j »  B orth .»»t«rn  ia a ia ia B t Delifi:. Louisian*
S ta te  U n iversity  A.SVS. Bui* 335 (Baton Rouge, 1942). For se ttlem ent 
l a  Tensas, see Ho&er L* H i t t ,  M ig ra tio n  among Delta Farm ers," L ouisi- 
Rural geonoailet (October, 1941) i and Harold Hoffsommer, few Ground 
Termers In  the  M ississipp i  River pe lt s  (mimeographed), 0 . S. Depart- 
meat o f  AgrTmuture (Washington, 1941) •
260
r t l i t i T 6  changes in  co lo red  'tenure c la s s e s , and scans 'that; th e  r e la ­
t io n  to  th e  land o f Tensas Segroes probably is  very l i t t l e  I f  any 
b e t te r  than  i t  was in  1950*
The oase e f D elta  w hite farm ers may be a l i t t l e  b r ig h te r  i f  we 
consider a l l  op era to rs  of the M iss issip p i D elta fend assume th a t  the 
lew  Ground farm ers are  b e t te r  o f f  than te n a n ts . This, we are  in c lin e d  
to  do, though i t  w i l l  take  time and favorable farming and m arketing 
cond itions to  assure much Improvement in  the  economic w elfare of these  
s e t t l e r s .^
What d iffe ren c e  w i l l  i t  make in  so c ia l s ta tu s  i f  th e re  should be 
a  permanent and r e a l  trend  in  th a t  d irec tio n ?  Are o lasses so s te re o ­
typed th a t  becoming an owner in  i t s e l f ,  may cause a more to le ra n t  a t t i ­
tude from o th e r  owners, p la n te rs , and from the non-f&xm people? Or i s  
th e  stigma a ttached  to  a cropper so personal and permanent th a t  a change 
l a  tenu re  w ith in  the  same community would make l i t t l e  d ifference?  th e re  
i s  very l i t t l e  o b jec tiv e  d a ta  by which th ese  questions can be answered, 
bu t a t  l e a s t  a  sp ecu la tiv e  answer appears p o ss ib le .
9s have a lready  in d ica ted  th a t  in  the H ill  community, r e s t r ic t io n s  
imposed by r ig id  c la s s  d if f e r e n t ia t io n  on so c ia l m obility  are a t  a 
minimus. There may be b a rr ie rs  in  the  form of moral codes and o ther 
standards of behav io r, but the stereo typed  c la ss  assoc ia tions don’t  
permanently s tig m a tise  the  ind iv idual or h is c h ild ren . The p re s tig e  
a ttae tw d  to  ownership r e la t iv e  to  any o ther form of tenure is  f a i r ly  
c e r ta in ,  however, when a cropper or lab o re r obtains a farm of h is
*2P h il ip  ft* Jones, John E. Mason and Joseph T. Blvove, 0£ . o i t . ,  
pp. 9-47.
Mfc i*  a  le g itim a te  manner and d e f in i te ly  improves h is  le v e l of liv ing*  
lit Is  p r a c t ic a l ly  assu red  th a t  th e re  w il l  ba a  changed a t t i tu d e  toward 
b is  by farm  owners and non-fam  people, This app lies to  both races*
©■a sm all w hite  owner oho had only re c e n tly  a tta in e d  th a t  s ta tu s  was 
sere  "people had more reepeet"  fo r  him, and a Negro owner "got more
raep ee t fir®  the b e t te r  e la s s  of white fo lk s  than  re n te rs  and ©rop-
•13para*"
I t  la  tru e  ,  however, th a t  some people, white and Negro, r id ic u le d  
ease o f the  Negroes who ware try in g  t© boy some cu t-over H ill  land*
This a tt i tu d e *  when expressed by Negroes, same from non-ownars•
In  Tensas, acqu iring  the s ta tu s  o f  owner or of re n te r , a f t e r  hold­
ing an assumed lower s ta tu s ,  w ill  n o t be an immediate and su f f ic ie n t  
re q u is i te  fo r  the  a tta inm ent o f h igher so c ia l sta tu s*  The new owners 
may not ba aeeapted fo r  a  generation  or more* The small farm ers who 
have s e t t le d  i n  the  few Ground areas may expeat to remain ""Woodpeckers," 
"Bsdneeksp" and " H il lb i l l ie s "  fo r a  long time* The passion w ith which 
they  e re  v e rb a lly  a ttacked  by p ro fessio n a l men and p la n te rs , many of 
when probably do not know any o f them p e rso n a lly , leaves l i t t l e  doubt 
th a t  ownership w il l  not be enough to  g re a tly  improve the  so c ia l r e la ­
t io n s  with h igher s ta tu s  groups*
There a re  seme b r ig h te r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s ,  however* The Second Ward 
o r Vew Ground s e t t l e r s  in  Tensas are  furn ish ing  the evidence* They may 
in crease  l a  number to  such an ex ten t Hi at they form oommunlties of 
th e i r  own end in  such case develop th e i r  own In s t i tu t io n a l  l ife *  I t
comments by H ill owners o f both races were qu ite  common*
was p o tiitfd  o s t  in  (S u i te r  T i l l  th a t  these  farm ers are becoming a 
d e f in i te  in te r e s t  group w ith sp e c if ic  p o l i t i c a l  cleavages* This may 
p e t than  in  a p o s it io n  to  demand c e r ta in  concessions in  such m atters  
as roads, public  d rainage, and education* Merchants are conscious o f  
th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  th ese  s e t t l e r s  becoming b e t te r  custom ers, and some 
m erchants were d e f in i te ly  o p tim istio  about the possible e f fe c ts  of 
ownership on t h e i r  co n trib u tio n s  to  the  economic l i f e  of the parish*
I f  th ey  gain  economic se c u rity  and a r e la t iv e ly  high degree of s t a b i l i ty  
In  lo c a tio n , the economic re la tio n e  w ith o ther groups a re  l ik e ly  to  a c t  
as an avenue through which they may gain  a t  le a s t  a more favorable posi­
t io n  in  the  so c ia l and in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  of th e  la rg e r  community* I f  
they cure s t i l l  denied some o f the more in tim ate  p riv ile g e s  o f so c ia l  
in te rco u rse  by p la n te rs , with whom they w il l  be competing, they  may 
s u ffe r  very  l i t t l e  because of suoh in to lerance*
Ownership by Tensas Begroes has not proceeded f a r  enough to  make 
the im p lica tions v is ib le ,  and unless some ex te rnal fo rce  in i t i a t e s  a 
program through which they may acquire lan d , i t  seems very u n lik e ly  
th a t more than  a  very small proportion  w ill  become owners w ith in  a 
generation* However, i f  they should acquire th a t tenure s ta tu s ,  i t  
would undem ine the interdependence between the races and deal a death 
blow to  w hite p a te rn a lism . Consequently, i t  would elim inate  both the  
formal end the  inform al techniques by which the p i en ters have con­
t r o l l e d  them*
CHAPTER XII 
BAGS AHD STATUS
That raoe alone —with in  l im its —fix es  the st&tuB of the members 
of each raoe in  r e la t io n  to  those of the o th e r , i s  so apparent in  the  
e a t i r e  so c ia l  s tru c tu re  and In a l l  p a tte rn s  of behavior in  the deep 
South th a t  an attem pt to  present the evidence might sub jec t one to  the  
e r i t i o i s  of try in g  to  e lab o ra te  the obvious* The fa c t  of c a s te , based 
upon rac e , goes unquestioned* The ta s k , then  tends to  become one o f  
describ ing  the forms which race  d if fe re n t ia t io n  tabes and to  po in t out 
some o f th e  im p lica tions of t h i s  e a s ts  system fo r both races and fo r 
the  communities o f which they  are a part*
In  1940 the  population o f St* Helena was approximately S3 p e r  cent 
Segro and th a t  o f  Tensas 70 pe r c e n t, and th e  farm populations o f both 
a reas  had even h igher proportions* T herefore, in  order to  be com plete, 
any so c io lo g ica l study of these  two areas must give adequate considera­
t io n  to  Hegroes* In  f e e t ,  f a i lu re  to  do so would mean th a t  one was not 
studying the population  or th e  fanners but merely concerning h im self 
w ith  a m inority  group•
Interdependence and Competition 
In  th e  p la n ta tio n  D elta so w ell exem plified by Tensas P a rish , the 
re la t io n s  between the  la rg e  land-owning w hites and the land less Hegroes 
stay be described  in  the  language of Park as symbiotic** The two groups
^Robert B. Park, "Succession, an Ecological Concept, 11 American 
Sociologies!! Review, 1 (A p ril, 1936), pp* 176-77*
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ere  in terdependent** Each apparen tly  must have the o ther in  order to  
as stare i t s  own economic ex istence*  This view is  expressed by Thompson 
in  h ie  very thorough analy sis  o f raoe re la tio n s  on the p lan tation ;®  and 
W oofter, in  h is  s tu d / th e  landlord  and te n a n t, seems to  a g r e e T h e  
concern which th e  p la n te r  sometimes shows fo r  the Negro may lead one to  
b e liev e  th a t  the  l a t t e r 1! w elfare is  th e  ch ie f  consideration* On a t  
l e a s t  one, and perhaps two, p lan ta tio n s  v is i te d  in  Tensas th e re  was 
considerab le  evidence to  support such a b e lie f*  One p la n te r  could have 
sold h is  land and equipment fo r  a small fortune and in  the eyes o f  a 
business man oould have r e t i r e d  honorably* Instead  of t h i s ,  he was 
g radually  losing  h is  equity  to  the  Farm Land Bank while try in g  to  con­
tinue  f u l f i l l i n g  h is  share of what had become a binding o b lig a tio n  to  
h is  leg ro  fa m ilie s . This s i tu a t io n , however, does not e x is t  generally* 
There Is  some In d ic a tio n  th a t  in  most oases th e  p la n te r ’ s care of the 
Negro does not o r ig in a te  from, and is  not m aintained by, a l t r u i s t i c  
motives* I t  i s  safe  to say th a t  while they may fe e l a t r a d i t io n a l  
re sp o n s ib ili ty  they  a lso  a re  p ro tec tin g  a vested  in terest*  Ho longer 
is  t t e  Negro le g a lly  held p ro p erty , but s t i l l  he is  a very re a l  source 
o f income*
There i s  no in te n tio n  here to  re fu te  th e  contention  th a t  many 
Negroes and perhaps w hites as w ell are much b e tte r  o ff  s e l l in g  th e i r  
labor to  a comp ©tent entrepreneur than they  would be attem pting to
M echan isa tion  may g re a tly  a f fe c t  th is  re la tionsh ip*
3Sdgar T. Thompson, Race R elations and the Raoe Problem (Durham* 
Duka U n iversity  P re ss , 19$9), pp* 186-65*
*T. J .  Woofter and o th e rs , op* c l t l , pp* 31-33*
o p e ra te  ferns independently  * I t  i s  a s  reasonable to  be lieve  th a t  a l l  
flam ers cannot tu M t ta f a l ly  operate w ithout super v ie  ion  as to  assume 
t h a t  moat in d u s t r ia l  workers oannot operate  fa c to r ie s*  When Tiewed 
from th is  angle* and a t  the  same tim e considering  hoe ind ispensab le  th e  
ie g re  i s  to  the prod no tion  o f  cotton* the mutual dependence o f p la n te r  
end Begro beoome unmistakable*
The S i l l  fa m e rs  p resen t a  very d if fe re n t  s itu a tio n *  In  St* Helena 
^ te re  today th e  p la n ta tio n  i s  q u ite  ra re  end the sm all fam ily e ls e  fans 
alm ost th e  only  ee Gnomic en te rp rise*  th e re  is  much le s s  interdependence * 
I t  i s  n e t j u s t  a  question  of th e  white man’s need e ith e r*  With. 44 per 
sen t o f the  fan s  opera to rs owning the i r  fam e* Negroes are not so de­
pendent upon, the  whites*
The necessary  eeanomic re la tio n s  of th is  owning c la ss  of Negroes 
with w hite people a re  p rim arily  those  of trade* and these  oonsoiously 
e f f e c t  only  a  sm all per oast of th e  w hite population . This helps to  
in d ic a te  why th e  re la tio n s  o f th e  two races in  the  H ills  a re  so gener­
a l ly  regarded by w hites a s  com petitive* One white owner o f a  l i t t l e  
better than  average oiroumstanoes s ta te d  that*  "They out-do us In  com­
p e titio n *  because they can grow a pig or anything ju s t  as cheaply* can 
s e l l  i t  fo r  ju s t  as mueh* aid the a  they n a tu ra lly  haws a lower standard  
o f liv in g * ”
Competition of the raoes in  the  H ills  i s  not a l l  economic* In  fac t*  
n e s t  w hite farm ers are not w orried about the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f haring to  
compete with th e  Hegroes in  the sa le  o f  farm produce* I t  i s  the so c ia l 
im p lica tions o f the Begrof s p ro sp e rity  which causes the white farmer to  
say a  pa in ted  house o r  new oar is  too  good for a Negro. The w hite man 
i s  made too  keenly aware of h is  own lack o f p rosperity*  and almost never
zm
would he want to  admit th a t  a  Basra ia  a  more successfu l farmer or 
business man than h im se lf . to  imply th a t  a S i l l  white was not liv in g  
m  t i l l  a s  a Begro would c o n s titu te  a  vary  grave in su lt*
H ast o f  tha c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of Ssgro-^white com petition in  the  
S i l l s  o f St* Helena a re  l ik e ly  to  develop in  tha Sew Ground se ttlem ent a 
l a  tha Delta* Some Begroes are  going to  have h a t te r  farms and houses 
than  soma o f  th a  w hites, and most o f  the w hite "Pioneers" hare a H ill  
faim er*s raoe psychology* In many eases i t  has been sharpened by the 
re la t io n s  w ith  Begroes on D elta p lan tations*  who often  adopted the 
p la n te r ’s lmiguage of r id ic u le  In  speaking o f the white ten an ts  from 
the  H i l ls .
F requently  the  p la n te r  la  s a i le d  upon to  determine blame whoa 
th e re  is  a  question  of whether a Begro o r  a white man i s  a t  fau lt*  and 
p la n te rs  say they  o ften  d iscover th a t  the  Begro ia  innocent and a w hite 
mam g u ilty *  This ia  one of the  most unpleasant types of problems w ith 
which the  p lo t t e r  o r D elta publio  o f f ic ia l  has to deal* He re fe rs  to  i t  
as  unp leasan t, and i t  is  one of th e  b ig g es t reasons most p la n te rs  w il l  
have on ly  leg ro  fam ilie s  on th e i r  land*
That p la s te r s  g en era lly  p re fe r  Hegroea as ten an ts  and labo re rs i s  
w ell known* That t h i s  a t t i tu d e  would be c a lle d  "an in f ra c t  ion of the 
dogma o f  upper-east* so lid a r i ty "  i s  a b i t  surprising*^  During and since 
s la v e ry , th is  has beat the general p la n ta tio n  pdb tera . There a re  some 
very d e f in i te  reasons why p la n te rs  of th e  D elta  and bus Inoss men of both 
a reas  in  th i s  study find  I t  s a t is fa c to ry  to  deal w ith  Begroes* They
8A lli*on Davis* Burieigh B* Gardner and Hary E* Gardner* eg* o lt  
p .  4dG.
a re  not o u t! re ly  eoonomia reasons s ra th e r  than imply a  v io la tio n  of
w hite  c a s te  s o l id a r i ty ,  I t  exem plifies the fa c t  th a t  white c as te
s o l id a r i ty  has never ex is te d  ia  the  South* One o f the  sp e c ific
reasons Begro lab o r is  p re fe rre d  is the fao t th a t the w hites o f a
hlgjh s o c ia l  c la s s  can deal w i t h  the  Begro on a purely  e co n o m ic  basis
sad no t in  any way be embarrassed by considera tions of more in tim ate
so c ia l re la tio n s  in  t h e  ehuroh, schoo l, p o l i t i e s ,  or . o th e r In s t i tu t io n
or o rgan isation*  Physical proxim ity does not reduce so c ia l d is ta n c e .
Another reason ia  th a t  seen in  the re la tio n sh ip  o f the Begro deb tor to
£
th e  w hite c re d ito r*  I f  the  Begro happens to f a l l  to  meet h is  ob liga­
t io n  and thereby  lo se  h is  c o l la te r a l ,  he does not have the personal 
resentm ent g en era lly  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f the white tenan t*  F in a lly , th e  
p la n te rs  say the Begroes demand le ss  fu rn ish  during the  period o f  
c o tto n  production*
Begro I n i t ia t iv e
In  the  H i l l s ,  w hites no longer completely run the a f f a i r s  o f  th e  
Begroes: the l a t t e r ,  th e re fo re , have developed a much higher degree
o f in d iv id u a l end group in i t i a t iv e  than Begroes of the  Delta* t h i s  
tren d  seems to  have begun w ith  ownership of farms where s e lf -d ire c t io n  
gave experience In  independent thought and action* One old Begro liv in g  
en h is  own l i t t l e  farm s a id , "You take up th e re  in  th e  D elta bottoms— 
they  a re  under bondage* Seventy years ago Z had to  go and be made to  
g i t  th a t  mule end go to  -the f ie ld *  Bow I  know to xetch th a t mule**
®On th e  e r e d i t  re la tio n s  of the small colored owner in  the D elta 
Bee dreuad, see I fe i l l ip  E. Jones, John S. Mason and Joseph T. Elvove,
9£* o i t* , p* 33*
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In  the in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f t  of S t. Helena i t  ie  much the same. The 
Negro high school whioh was b u i l t  la rg e ly  by lo ca l Negro in it ia t iv e #  
a s s is te d  by a  w ell t r a in e d  p rincipal*  was re fe rre d  to  freq u en tly  by 
w hites a s  the  b e s t school in  the p a rish . Negroes were fu l ly  aware of 
th is  co m p stitle s  s i tu a t io n .  One explained th a t  Negroes would not be 
ab le  to g e t anything out of the p a rish  school board u n t i l  th e  w hite 
schools got to  be as good as Cross Hoads School. A ctually , the superi­
o r i ty  o f  th is  Negro school appears to  be one o f  the re a l reasons the 
white property  holders in  one d i s t r i c t  voted 70 to  7 to b u ild  an $80,000 
school d r a  the assessm ent in  the  d i s t r i c t  seemed too  low to  perm it the  
bond is s u e .
In  th e  D elta  the p a te rn a l is t ic  system is  predominant s t i l l ,  and even 
though i t  appears qu ite  inadequate, i t  prevents most o f  the 'Negros s from 
developing any experience in  s e l f -d ir e c t io n ,  or as a group from solv ing  
th e i r  own s o c ia l  problems. The white p la n te rs  end parish  o f f ic e rs  are  
on th e  a l e r t  to  prevent Negroes or w hites of o ther a reas  from coming 
In  to  " s t a r t  tro u b le ” among th e  Negroes by organising them.
Speoif ia Disadvantages and Sompensati one of the Lower Paste Haoe
A ra th e r  u n iv e rsa l c h a ra c te r is t ic  in  Southern so c ie ty  i s  a  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  between race  and the advantages or disadvantages th a t  custom, th e  
mores and even law, perm it or p resc rib e  for each c a s te . When the prac­
t i c a l  im p lica tio n s o f  th i s  s i tu a t io n  are considered for p a r tic u la r  types 
of communities, very d e f in i te  v a ria tio n s  become apparen t. In  the f i r s t  
p lac e , the sm aller the non-farm community and the more homogeneous the  
popu lation  economic a c t iv i t i e s ,  the  le ss  complex are th e  in te r r e la ­
tio n s  of the ra c e s . The p ic tu re  given by Davis and o thers of Old C ity ,
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* 1^  i t i  g r t t t  o o n p ltx ity  i s  t h s t  o f i n  urban community o f 1 0 ,0 0 0  
y
people* While th e  fundamental p r in c ip le  o f c as ta  i s  opera ting  with** 
out re fe ren ce  to  th a  s is a  of th a  ooxraaunily * ths p ra c t ic a l  s i tu a t io n s  in  
whieh thay  f in d  expression  wary g re a tly  i a  number sad perhaps i a  th e i r  
im portaaoa fo r  tha  w elfare of th e  lower o a s ts  race*
Ia S t .  Helena th e re  a re  ao co lored  employers o ther than  farmers* 
sad th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  non-farm work w ith w hite employers i s  ex­
trem ely lim ited*  Domes t i e  serv ic  es probably are most important* and 
i a  these* Negroes appear to  hare a monopoly. In the  lumber industry* 
which has alm ost ceased to  ex is t*  Negroes form erly were given p re fe r­
ence* end th e y  form the m ajo rity  o f  such workers today* Almost a l l  of 
the very few Jobs i a  tcwxr*-meehamios* clerks* deliverymen and f i l l i n g  
s ta t io n  a tten d a n ts—are  held by whites* b u t, except fo r  the  c le r ic a l
ath e re  semes to  be no taboo again st Negro employment.
Though i t  must be pointed ou t th a t  a  town with a population  o f  669 
in  1940 eea have very l i t t l e  i a  th e  form of rec rea tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s *  
ho tels*  and re s ta u ra n ts  fo r e i th e r  race* la  a very re a l sense the town 
belongs to  w hites* The Negro does not have a p laoe in  town except the 
J a i l  in  whioh he can spend the n ig h t or a res tau ran t in  which he can 
ge t a  meal* Due to  the general lack  of f a c i l i t ie s *  however* the  d if ­
ference  between h i s  lack  of such advantages and th a t  of the  whites is  
mot veiy g reat*
T&llison Davis* Burleigh B* Gardner and Mary B. Gardner* op. o i t* *
p* 5*
®0 ne leg ro  de livery  boy in  a  S t. Helena white sto re  made sa le s  oc­
c a s io n a lly , but i f  km were to  be employed as a regular olerk* i t  would 
be in  v io la t io n  o f  w hite m ores.
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The members o f  both raoee may use th® bank, p o s to ff ie e , s to re*  and
co u rt house, where they  taka th e i r  tu rn  in  being served*
There la  bo  Begro school in  town, but in  1938 only tiro Begro fam i- 
I le a  liv e d  in  teen* The one high school in  the  parish  ia  located  a t  a  
more convenient p o in t in  a  th ic k ly  s e t t le d  Begro farming se c tio n . The 
leek  o f tra n s p o r ta tio n  fo r  Begro school c h ild ren , and the  f a i lu re  to  
use a  f a i r  p roportion  o f  the s t a t e  funds a llo ca ted  to  the  pa rish  school 
system fo r  the Begro schoo ls, c o n s titu te  the most s ig n if ic a n t d iscrim ina­
t io n s  between races l a  e i th e r  th e  economic or in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  of the  
p a r is h . Beads fo r  farm se c tio n s , where most of the population  a re  
Begroes, a re  not a s  good a s  those where w hites l iv e .  This reveals 
as c le a r ly  a s  say  o th e r s i tu a t io n  the  im plica tions o f d isfranchisem ent, 
fo r  roads in  most p a rish es  in  Louisiana a re  put where v o te rs  demand them.
Most o f  the  p ra c tic e s  asd  th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  p o in te d  o u t  f o r  t h e  H i l l
p a rish  Begroes would a p p ly  t o  t h o s e  o f  T e n s a s  a l s o .  Y e t t h e r e  a r e  some 
s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s .  E ach  o f  t h e  t h r e e  to w n s i n  T e n s a s  i s  l a r g e r  
than  the  p a r i s h  sea t o f  S t. H e le n a , t h e  o n ly  i n c o r p o r a t e d  to w n  i n  t h e  
H il l  p a r is h . Otfi o f  th e  t h r e e  h a d  tw ic e  a s  m any p e o p le ,  a n d  th e  p a r i s h  
se a t had ever two a n d  o n e - h a l f  t im e s  a s  m any a s  t h e  H i l l  p a r i s h  s e a t .
The popu lation  o f the Delta p a r i s h  s e a t  w as 1 ,0 9 6  w hen t h e  1940 c e n s u s  
« a t tak en . W h ite s  don’t  own t h i s  tow n  so  c o m p le te ly *  T h e re  a r e  a  few  
Begro busin esses , r e s t a u r a n t s ,  h a n g o u ts ,  b a r b e r  s h o p s ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  
seo tlo n  fo r Begroes I n  th s s m a l l  t h e a t e r .  Town em ploym ent i s  m ore common. 
A few Begroes work fo r  w h i te  b u s in e s s m e n :  a s  c l e r k s ,  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n
a tten d a n ts  and as mechanics and  t r u c k  d r iv e r s *  They do m o s t o f  th e  w o rk  
in  the c o tto n  g in s .
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These few advantages whioh Dolt a Begroes seem to  en^joy a re  o f f s e t  
by the  ex tra s#  d if  ferenee l a  land ownership and th e  c lo se ly  re la te d  
f a i lu r e  to  develop , on th e i r  own in i t ia t iv e *  the  in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  o f 
th e  commun it y . Because o f the immensely g re a te r  w ealth  o f w hite p lan ter#  
and o f a few fan s and non-farm member# of th e i r  own raoe* the low le v e l 
o f liv in g  of the m a jo rity  is  brought in to  sharper re l ie f*
As meet of th e  farm Begroes o f Tens as l iv e  on th e  p la n ta tio n s , the 
reeds th a t  serve w hites b e n e f it  the  Begroes as w e ll, but no e f f o r t  i s  
made t e  provide any sp e c ia l roads fo r  them*
Begroes l a  both a reas a re  l ik e ly  to  receive l i t t l e  a tte n tio n  by 
tb s  p a rish  w eek lies , b u t w hite  ten an ts  and Bew Ground s e t t l e r s  a re  
ignored also* I f  in c id en ts  about th e se  groups are  complimentary, they  
ra re ly  make news* and i f  i t  i s  a case o f severe race co n flic t*  people 
ou tside  the  a re a  must not know about i t*
Race Pride and Raoe Relatione 
A very  common misoono option  whioh white people have about Begroes 
i s  th a t  they  have no sense o f race pride* The w hites assume th a t  r e la ­
tio n sh ip s  between th e  races are lim ited  only by the white man's race 
consciousness arai aversion* Cn the  p la n ta tio n  in  slavery  t h i s  b e l ie f  
probably would have had some Ju s tif ic a tio n *  but today th e re  is  ample 
evidence in  these  two areas th a t some o f  the r e s t r ic t io n s  placed upon 
in te ry ra c ia l  re la tio n s  o rig in a te  with th e  Megro*
Tim question  of sex re la t io n s  between members of the two races ex­
e m p lifie s  th is  p rin c ip le*  Inform ation was obtained through informal 
in te rv iew s w ith  educated Begroes* They d e f in ite ly  contended th a t  Begro 
g i r l s  would be s o c ia l ly  o s tra c ise d  by members of th e i r  own raoe i f  they
^  a tte n tio n s  o f w hite non* Davis and others* on the  o th e r 
hand* present considerab le  evidence on sex re la tio n s  of white and Negro 
Ia  th e i r  study of Old C ity  end m aintain  th a t  the Negro women are anxious 
in  most eases to  hare a white man as a sexual p a r tu s r# because o f  eco­
nomic considera tions*  They appear to emphasise only the resentment of 
9
Begro men*
There i s  another po in t r e la t iv e  to  m iscegenation which Davis and 
o th ers  make, which seems inoons i s t e n t  with fa c to rs  th a t have been operating  
recen tly*  They m ain tain  th a t  "the informal processes of in te rm ix tu re  a re  
slowly lessening th e  physical d iffe ren ces  between the two g roups.. .  *
Sinc^ according to  th e i r  statement* co llege  and high school Begro g i r l s  
a re  th e  ones im plicated  so frequently* i t  i s  d i f f ic u l t  to see how th e  
authors reached t h e i r  conclusion* These g i r l s  and the white men they  
would be l ik e ly  to  favor would have knowledge of con tracep tives and 
ab o rtio n . I lle g itim a c y  Is g en era lly  declining* e sp ec ia lly  in  urban 
areas* Base p ride  in  th e  Hegro group Is  discouraging in te r ra c ia l  sex 
re la tio n s  and e sp e c ia lly  i l le g it im a te  ch ild ren  from such re la tio n s*
I f  the  foregoing statem ents have any v a lid ity *  then le s s  ra c ia l  in te r*  
m lx ttre  should be expected in  the fu tu re • The evidence from Tensas 
p a rish  tends to  support th is  l a t t e r  hypothesis* A supervisor of Begro 
education in  th e  D elta parish  s ta te d i
A m algam ation is  ra re  now* You seldom find  a ha lf-w h ite  baby*
Most of the ch ild ren  now are  darker* I t  is  so seldom th a t  you see 
a  very f a i r  ch ild  th a t  I t  looks out o f  place*
I n  th e  H ill  p a rish  more stab le  fam ily l i f e  among Begroes seemed to
9 Xfald., pp. 37-39 
1 0 I b id . ,  p . 41.
cans# in te r r a o ia l  prom iscuity  to bo ev en  l o s s  common.
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S ta tu s  w ith in  th e  Begro paste  
One o f  tho s ig n if ic a n t  fo o ts  whioh is  b teosiag  known among whit# 
peop le , and i s  l ik o ly  to o f f s e t  tho s ta tu s  of seme Begro#*, i s  th a t  not 
a l l  Begroes a re  a l ik e .  Tho physical d is s im i la r i t ie s  has# always boost 
re a d ily  ap p aren t, bu t the d iffe ren ces in  in te l l ig e n c e , ch a rac te r and 
general p e rs o n a lity  too freq u en tly  hare been e i th e r  overlooked or denied* 
That Begroes recognise  a pronounced degree o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  w ith in  th e i r  
group, can be seen in  t h e i r  own sta tem ents. Speaking o f  Hegro-white 
c o n f l ic t ,  an in te l l ig e n t  Begro educator in  S t. Selena Stated*
You f in d  th a t  ths white people u su a lly  k i l l  low c la s s  Begroes.
I  don’t  th in k  t h e y  b o t h e r  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  so m uch. U pper c l a s s  
Begroes know how to  avoid c e r ta in  th in g s . Z th in k  i t  Is  p re t ty  
la rg e ly  th e  low c la s s  w h i t e s  to o *  I  h a v e  n o t  h e a rd  o f  m id d le  or 
upper c la s s  w hite se n  k i l l in g  Begroes.
Another Begro, a farm owner in  th e  B i l l  p a rish , contended*
fie have two c la s se s  o f colored fo lk s , l i k e  you have two c la sse s  
of w hite fo lk s . We h a v e  a  c l a s s  of c o lo r e d  f o l k s  n o t  f i t  t o  l iv e  
near white people .
In  th e  D elta , the g re a te s t  d iffe ren c e  seems to be th a t  between fans 
and non-farm , but e th e r  d iffe ren ces a re  apparent a ls o . A Begro school 
teach? r  in  Tensas stated*
There is  a d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  lev e l b e tw e e n  town and c o u n tr y  people. 
Some of the people i n  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s i f y  w i th  t e a c h e r s ,  and  a  few 
farming people who want t o  be i n  b e tte r  so c ie ty . Some i n  tow n  are 
net any b e t t e r  t h a n  th o s e  on  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  I n  th e  c o u n tr y  t h e y  
seem to  be n early  on t h e  same le v e l .  There i s  a  wider range i n  
town t h a n  on t h e  f a r m s .  T h e re  i s  h e s i t a n c y  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  my f r i e n d s  
to  include servants in  th e ir  group. There may be some young g i r ls  
who have f in ish e d  high s c h o o l ,  h av e  m a r r ie d  and  s t i l l  woric f o r  some 
w hite fam ily and i f  there  is  something to  be given, we might f e e l  
th a t  she should be i n v i t e d .
The o ld  p r in c ip le , th a t  the white fam ily fo r  whom a Begro servant 
worked f ix ed  th e  Begro*•  s ta tu s ,  was denied by eolored informants in  the
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S alta*  Another t r a d i t io n a l  index to  Hegro s ta tu s  was challenged by m  
educated member o f  the raoe* la th e r  th an  in su re  high s ta tu s  in  th e  
Begro group* i t  was contended th a t  raoe p rid e  caused & stigma to  he 
a ttach ed  to  a  m ulatto* the reason given was th e  lik e lih o o d  o f h is  
having lew e la s s  parents* both white and Begro*
We n ay eoselude th a t  pronounced d iffe ren ces  in  s ta tu s  e x is t  among 
B egroes in  wash area* and th a t Begroes are q u ite  conscious of these  
d if fe r e n c e s *  la  th e  H il ls  the farm group Is  s tr a t i f ie d *  sad in  th e  
S e lta  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  between the f a m  and non-farm and among non-farm 
c la s se s  is most apparent •
CHAPTER X III 
FHBKDCM, GONTENTMSNT, FATALISM AND OPTIMISM
In  t h i s  ch ap ter an attem pt is  made to  show the degree 1x> which the 
various c la s se s  of farm people ao t on th e i r  own v o litio n *  seem s a t i s f ie d  
w ith t h e i r  way of l ife *  and show optimism about the fu tu re  • I t  i s  well 
known th a t  subord ination  and superordination  are re la te d  to  so c ia l s ta tu s ,  
and p o ss ib ly  th a t  contentment and optimism, inasmuch as they reveal the  
a t t i tu d e s  o f o th e rs , may be re la te d  in d ire c t ly  to  soo ia l statue*
L a ia s e t- fa ir s  or Supervision 
When a  H ill  farm er is  ashed why he l ik e s  farming as an occupation 
or why he th in k s i t  d e s irab le  fo r  a farm er to  own h is  own farm , one 
answer which i s  alm ost c e r ta in  t o  be given 1s t  he l ik e s  to  be h is  own 
boss* S ince, in  1940, 71 p e r cent of the w hite and 44 per cent o f  th e  
Regro farm opera to rs in  St* Helena were owners, i t  i s  p o ss ib le  to  say 
th a t  moat o f the  farm ers ia  th e  p a rish  did not take o rd ers  from o ther 
farmers* Ths f a e t  th a t  over o n e -f if th  of th e  w hites and over o n e -th ird  
o f tho Segroes ren ted  shows th a t  most of those who d id  no t own were ab le  
to  ex ero ise  a  much h igher degree of s e l f —d ire c tio n  than  would be tru e  
where most farm ers a re  croppers and laborers*
When we the  tenure of the Tensas farm ers fo r  1940 we fin d
th a t  ^ p ro x im ate ly  o n e -th ird  o f the w hite and 9*0 p e r cent of ths Negroes 
were l i s t e d  a s  owners**
^Tht proportions had been 16.5 per cent and 3*4 per oent re sp ec tiv e ly  
in  1950*
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In  t te M  f ig u r t s  &1 ob9  there  is  much evidence th a t  a  very small 
p a r t  o f  tb s  D §lta  farm ers exerc ise  a  high degree o f independence in  
fane o p e ra tio n , lo c a tio n , ©r len g th  of tenure  on a p a r t ic u la r  farm*
Hat th s  ten u re  f a s t s  (Table LXXXII. page 257) imply oven more. The 
non Sauers e a rs  mush more l ik e ly  to  be croppers than ren te rs*  Of the  
Begr© o p era to rs  tw o -th ird s , and o f  the w hite mom than one-fourth* were 
im t i i i s  ca teg o ry , tthen we consider fu r th e r  th a t  in  th e  same pear* th e  
leg rc e s  c o n s titu te d  th re e -fo u rth s  o f a l l  operators* i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  
meet of the farm ers hare l i t t l e  mom opportunity  fo r making decisions 
than  i f  th ey  were fa c to ry  employees.
What do th e se  d iffe re n c e s  mean a s  seen in  everyday a c t iv i t i e s 7 
The answer w il l  be given in  d e sc rip tiv e  ra th e r  than  in  evaluative  terns*
The H ill  farm ers make th e ir  om  schedules dr do w ithout any* They 
ge t up , ea t*  beg in  and stop work* take a  ho lid ay , go to  town* o r work 
o f f  th e  fa n s  fo r th e  day without any thought o f being reprimanded by 
a  lan d lo rd  o r  overseer* Host D elta land less farmers* however* must 
a d ju s t t h e i r  d a ily  rou tine  to a b e l l  which is  rung according to  the 
wishes of someone e ls e .  Holidays, or o ther days away from th e  farm , 
a re  decided fo r  them, and since most of them depend upon th e  land lo rd  fo r  
t r w p o r t a t i o n ,  they  cenft  decide fo r  themselves when th ey  w i l l  go to  
town s r  retu rn*  There a re  very few who can s e le c t  tho merchant w ith  
whom tlmy t r a d e ,  fo r  u su a lly  o re d it  i s  arranged fo r  them* Any knowledge 
which th e  operator may have about farm management seldom eon be tra n s ­
la te d  lu te  Judgaentsf even th e  ginning and sa le  o f  co tton  a re  never 
looked a f t e r  by a  Tensas cropper* and ra re ly  by a  Tensas re n te r .
Many of the  l im ita tio n s  mentioned here fo r D elta croppers and 
re n te rs  could be app lied  a lso  to  the Hew around s e t t l e r s  because of
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e re d i t  a r ra ngemen ta , so o w n  tha owners in  Tans as who o&n ba cel lad  
independent must ba lim ite d  almost to  p la n te r s *2
Other examples which show the lim ita tio n  on freedom among D elta  
croppers and lab o re rs  a re  seen in  th a  a t t i tu d e  of land lords toward 
group m eetings and toward any person seeking to  in terv iew  the farm 
people* In  th e  H ill  p a rish  the small owner w ill  t e l l  you he goes where 
he wishes and w i l l  t a lk  t o  whom he p i  oases, but in  th e  D elta  i t  i s  a  
good id ea  to  see  the land lo rd  or manager before approaching the tenants*  
The p ra c t is e  in  the  H ills  on th ese  two points is  very mush a p a r t  o f a  
general p a tte rn *  Bvan th e  few white croppers and most o f  the Begro crop* 
p a rs  fe e l  no hesitancy  in  perm itting  interviews*
Are th s Fanners S a t is f ie d ?
Contentment alone cannot measure so o ia l s ta tu s ,  because an in* 
d iv id u a lvs ev a lu a tio n  of h im self sad h is  own so o ia l p o s itio n  may be very 
d if fe re n t  tram  t h a t  accorded him by o th er members o f  th e  community* T et, 
i f  a  fa rm e r 's  lo t  in  l i f e  i s  suoh th a t  he i s  made oonsoious of h is  low 
s ta te s  he i s  very l ik e ly  to be d is sa tis f ie d *
The Begroes of tb s D elta may be almost as w e ll ad justed  in  a  psycho* 
so c ia l sense as a re  th o se  in  th e  H il ls ,  but the same c e r ta in ly  cannot be 
sa id  fo r  non-owning D elta whites* There are some sp e c if ic  h is to r ic a l  
mad so c io lo g ica l reasons why lo g ic a lly  t h i s  d iffe rence  may be expected* 
The Begroes have been in  Tensas sinee the beginning of white se ttlem en t, 
sad have seen the  development o f the co tton  industry  there*  Thus today 
they  f e e l  them selves a d e f in ite  p a r t  of thp Delta and i t s  p la n ta tio n
^Jonss, Mason and Slveve, op* o l t* , pp* 52-34*
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tb o i#  who o iM  fro n  o th er a reas during ‘tho X u t  oe&tury mush 
have come o ith o r  by woy o f  tha slave trad e  from A frica  er»d tho West 
lad ies*  o r  from  cotton sad tobacco areas of the South* where th e  rolac­
t io n s  to  th e  lend sad  to  white destination and p a te rn a l is t  were l a  meet 
re sp e c ts  Tory s im ila r  to  th a t  whioh they  found ia  th e  M iss iss ip p i B e lts . 
Today* fo r  most o f them* sev era l generations of parentage have liv e d  end
V
died  in  sow  p a r t  o f th e  Belts* Another seemingly im portant fa c to r  i s  
th a t  during th e  tw en tie th  cen tury , and moie e sp e c ia lly  since  th e  begin* 
a iag  o f  tha Hegro exodus o f  th e  f i r s t  World War p erio d , the  d ire c tio n  
of m ig ra tio n  g en era lly  has been away from th e  Delta r a th e r  than to  i t*  
Such a  cond ition  lessens the  like lihood  of d is tu rb in g  in fluences which 
so freq u e n tly  aoeompany new immigrants to  an area*
On the  o th e r hand, the adult white population to  a ra th e r  g rea t 
ex ten t i s  composed of immigrants* I t  is  heterogeneous in  n a tio n a li ty  
and r e l ig io n ,  in  ed u ca tio n a l, economic and soo ia l s ta tu s ,  and in  general 
c u ltu ra l  h is to ry*  The te n a n ts , croppers and la b o re rs , toge ther with
g
th s  Sew Ground s e t t l e r s ,  a re  newcomers to the  Delta* Most of those 
i a  Tensas have a rriv e d  since 1930, and p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  since the ftorld 
War* These l a s t  named w hites, fo r the most p a r t ,  came from H ill areas 
in  M iss is s ip p i, Arkansas end Louisiana, where the  general geographical 
and a g r ic u ltu ra l  co n d itio n s were q u ite  d if f e re n t ,  where th e re  was g re a te r  
c u ltu ra l  hemogeneity, where the c la s s  stim oture was such th a t  sharp
T r -  H i t t ,  "Recent M igration in to  and w ith in  th e  Upper Mis­
s is s ip p i  D elta of Louisiana1* (Unpublished Ph. D. D isse r ta tio n , Dept* 
of Sociology, Harvard U n ivers ity , 1941), pp. 87-90.
*L* Y* Kennedy, The Kegro Peasant Turns Cityward (Hew York* Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity  F rees , 1950), p . £11*
^Horner L* H i t t ,  "Recent M igration in to  and w ith in  the  Upper Mis­
s i s s ip p i  D elta  of Louisiana" (Unpublished Ph.D. D isse rta tio n , Dept* of 
Soeiology, Harvard U n ivers ity , 1941), pp* 87-90*
27*
d is t in c t io n s  «*Pt ao t so mush in  evidence end where consciousness of 
s ta te s  e s s  le s s  pronounced* Instead  of an emphasis on in d u s tr ia l  
a g r ic u ltu re  and a  money economy, subsistence  farming predominated*
These co n d itio n s mere not conducive to  c la s s  strugg le  fo r  economic or 
p o l i t ic a l  advantages* Many of those mho a re  the lan d less  farm ers o f 
the  D elta  were independent en trepreneurs in  th e  previous lo c a tio n . 
Another d iffe ren c e  these  immigrants encountered in  th e  D elta was in  
the  re la tio n sh ip  to  degrees* To a g re a t e x te n t, in  the  previous loca­
t io n  in  B i l l  fam in g  a reas , they  had been accustomed to  th ink ing  alm ost
6only in  terms o f caste*  In th e  D elta , s t r a t i f ic a t io n  was more complex. 
I t  was com plicated by the d iffe ren ces  in  degree of subordination o f  ths 
Begro to  d if fe re n t c la sse s  of w h ites , and the white ten an t faim er soon 
began to  see  th a t  he was being regarded w ith  about the same, and In  
c e r ta in  re s p e c ts , with le s s  considera tion  and w ith  more contempt than 
th a t  accorded the  p la n ta tio n  Negroes. A doctor who had p rac tic ed  
m edicine in  the  p a rish  for many years revealed the  a t t i tu d e  o f the 
upper c la s s  white toward white immigrant farm ers and Negroes when he 
s ta te d  th a ts
The w hite type w on 't pay you* Hie g e ts  in  debt and goes to  
somebody else*  When he owes you he ta lk s  about you* Of course 
I  was bora and ra is e d  w ith the  N igger, and I w asn 't born and 
ra ise d  w ith  poor white people* 1 am comparing th e  average white 
tenant w ith the  average colored farmer*
Such a tt i tu d e s  whioh are ra th e r  f re e ly  expressed help to  c re a te  a 
c o n f l ic t  s i tu a t io n  between th e  Negroes and the  lower c la ss  white fanners.
8See Rudolf H eberle, "The Sooial S tru c tu re  of New-ground Settlem ents 
in  the  M iss iss ip p i Delta,** Sqoial Forces, XX (December, 1941), 232-57*
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The complete adjustm ent of any person o r  group must involve h is  re la*  
t io a s  with e th e r  persons or groups in  the  community* The a t t i tu d e s  of 
idie D elta  Hegro toward w hites of various a las  see appear to  be prompted 
by the r e la t iv e  eonoessions made to  sueh w hites by p la n te rs  end non- 
farm people of equal rank* T herefore, while i t  may be lo g ic a l to  expect 
Begroes and w hites su ffe rin g  handicaps of ocxnmon o r ig in  to  be drawn in to  
c lo s e r  and so re  f r ie n d ly  re la tio n s*  the actual r e s u l ts  appear to  be qu ite  
the o p p o site . I t  i s  undoubtedly true*  too* th a t  in  th e  D elta the p la n te rs  
would consider th e  development of sueh p o s itiv e  in te r r a c ia l  re la tio n s  
dangerous to  th e  p la n te r s ' economic and sooial w e lfa re .
A an a l t e r  amount o f th is  in te rrae i& l fee lin g  between the two groups 
o f farm ers i s  found in* the H ill parish* but i t  i s  not g re a tly  complicated 
by t t y  upper o lass  whit# a t t i tu d e .  While there  are upper c la ss  w hites 
# 1 0  a re  such  more f r ie n d ly  then many small farm ers are toward Begroes* 
white race  s o l id a r i ty  does not perm it the Sfegro to  oause c o n f l ic t  among 
E l i te s .
There a re  o ther sources of possib le  d isco n ten t. The tenu re  arrange** 
s e n te  of the  re n te rs  and croppers fu rn ish  an example.
Table LXX3CXII shows the percentages of re n te rs  and croppers who were 
s a t is f ie d  *wd those who wished more independence* by the degree of super'* 
v is io n  sa id  to  be imposed. In general* H ill  w hites were most sa tis f ie d *  
H ill Begroes next. D elta sfeites much less* and D elta Begroes were most 
l ik e ly  to  express d is s a t is f a c t io n .  I t  i s  Important to  n o te , to o , th a t  
the degree of superv ision  imposed follow s exaotly  the same order among 
th ese  four groups* When re n te rs  and croppers are considered separately* 
i t  is found th a t  a  g re a te r  percentage o f  the  ren te rs  than  o f  the croppers 
were s a t is f ie d *  H ill  Begro re n te rs  were almost th ree  tim es as l ik e ly  as
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oroppera to  ba a a t i s f la d  w ith tenu re  arrangement# D elta white re s te r*  
**re tw ice a t  l ik e ly  end D elta Negro re n te rs  were about four tim es as 
l ik e ly  a s  oroppers to  re p o r t  sueh sa tis fac tio n *  There were only two 
oroppera in  th e  H il l  vfeite sample* Both of them said they  were s a t i s ­
f ie d , and both said they  made th e ir  own deoisions* Their s a t is fa c tio n  
was doe e v id e n tly  to  the complete la  ok of supervision*
Those who wished more indepe ndenoe were th e  ones who received  most 
su p erv isio n . Seven-eighths of the D elta Negro oroppers were in  th is  d is ­
s a t i s f ie d  group, and a l l  o f them repo rted  th a t  the land lord  gave s t r i c t  
orders* Over h a lf  of the D elta Negro re n te rs  sa id  they a lso  wished more 
indepe ndenoe*
I t  sem s probable th a t  th is  d esire  fo r  g rea te r freedom in  making 
decisions among the D elta  Negroes should not be in te rp re te d  as general 
d iscon ten t and maladjustment* While such d iscon ten t appears to  be on 
the in c re a s e , o th er evidence concerning white-Negro r e la t io n s ,  the in ­
s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  of the Negroes, and c e r ta in  p r iv ile g e s  of non-farm 
employment appear to  re fu te  somewhat any olaim to  in ten se  discontent*
I t  seems possib le  th a t  th e  desire  fo r g re a te r  independence in  fam in g  
i s  a  d e sire  for th a t  s p e c if ic a lly  without being an important in d ica tio n  
th a t  general psycho-aoeial maladjustment is  g re a te r  fo r  them than i t  Is  
fo r  the  white croppers* Another considera tion  is  the tendenoy fo r white 
croppers to  receive much le s s  supervision  than th a t imposed on Negroes* 
Bush an In te rp re ta tio n  is  supported by the fa c t th a t  while 43 per cent 
of the white re n te rs  and 21 per oent of th e  choppers sa id  they made 
th e i r  own d ec is io n s in  farm management, among the Negroes only 18 per 
cent of the re n te rs  and none of the croppers were allowed th is  privilege*
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l a  in fe rn a l d iscussion* w ith  lan d lo rd s, th sy  adm itted they l e t  the  
white oroppers sad re n te r s  on t h e i r  land a c t somewhat more on th e i r  
mm in i t ia t iv e *  Some of the w hites had been owners in  the H il ls  and 
were aeonstowed to  opera ting  independently*
That white te n a n ts  In  the Delta were p a r t ic u la r ly  d isconten ted  i s  
in d ica ted  by statem ents such as th a t  made by an immigrant oroppers
People don’t  have nothing to  do w ith  one another here* In 
Arkansas everybody i s  friend ly*  But what X want man, is  to have 
mere freedom, be more huaan. I f  X could get a fou rth  crop , be 
my own boss and manage i t  lik e  I  want to*
Many lik e d  the  economic o p p o rtu n itie s  afforded  in  the D elta  much 
b e t te r  than  thsy  did  th e  so o ia l, or the oropper supervisions
I  l ik e  i t  b e t t e r  than  in  the  H ills*  Prospect o f having more to  
e a t  and a few c lo th es  h e re . We make more farm ing, and tak ing  i t  
a l l  around X guess i t ' s  about equal* We get $21*44 a month in  
" fa m ish * ”
Many o th ers  expressed thema&ves in  a s im ila r manner, bu t th ere  was 
eons id a rab le  v a r ia t io n  in  th e i r  conception o f  the  reasons fo r  d i s s a t is -  
fac tion*  Renters in  the H ills  did not complain about excessive super­
vision*  They had a l l  the freedom they wished* One white r e n te r ,  speak­
ing of re n te rs  and oroppers in  g en era l, sa id  the  way they fe e l  i s i  " I 
d d n 't  own no th ing , X d o n 't  owe nothing, X d o n 't want noth ing , X am per­
f e c t ly  happy.”
D elta  Begroes who had obtained l i t t l e  p ieees of land were Qonvinoed 
they  were b e t te r  o f f  even though they were having a hard struggle*  As 
one expressed i t t
Owners fa re  b e t te r  even i f  they are  in  debt beoause they fe e l 
f r e e , handle th e i r  own erop and trad e  wherever they wants* They 
can work ib en  they f e e l  lik e  i t*
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The S tgro  farm srs* d isco n ten t appears to  be almoBt e n t i r e ly  due 
to  the  economic im p lica tions o f  the arrangmnexft s • Nearly a l l  th e i r  
comments emphasised th is*  They did not apeak o f  t i e s  w ith o th er areas 
o r people or worry about in s t i tu t io n a l  life *
This was le s s  t r u e  of the  H ill  Negroes* They were Tory much con­
cerned about th e ir  schools nod ohurohes* Owners se t the example, while 
among th e  Negroes of th e  D elta th e re  were so few owners th a t  they did 
not rece ive  lead ersh ip .
Another way in  which H ill  sh ite *  expressed th e i r  f a i th  in  independ­
ence was in  th e i r  ra th e r  general condemnation of government r e l ie f*
Many who were receiv ing  some form o f  aid spoke o f the  dem oralising e f fe c ts  
on both races*
Fatalism  of Fam  People
An observable t r a i t  in  farm ers in  both  areas s tu d ied , but which seems 
to  be a b i t  more general in  th e  B ills  is  the f a t a l i s t i c  acceptance o f any 
inc iden t o r the  development of any cond ition , e sp ec ia lly  i f  undesirable*
I t  seems to  be c lo se ly  assoc ia ted  w ith a type of re lig io u s  fundament a l ­
i a s ,  and i t  ap p lies  to  both w hites and Negroes* A few examples w ill  serve 
to  show th e  a p p lic a tio n  of th is  p rincip le*  A B il l  w hite r e n te r ’s horse had 
died* Tkwre had been no medicine adm inistered and no v e te r in a r ia n  con** 
su ited* In  f a c t ,  the  man seamed to regard i t  as a m isfortune and l i t t l e  
more*
The c h ild  o f  a Negro owner in  the H il ls  had been sick  fo r severa l 
days, btot he " s ’posed i t  would be a l l  r ig h t ,  although the fev er had been 
p re tty  high*" Xo doctor had been consulted* Another believed the "bugs 
were going to  e a t  up those po tatoes com pletely , * but no poison had been
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used to k i l l  th e  hugs.
The g i r l  had f in ish ed  hig^i school, "but he understood I t  would t id e  
about tw e n ty -f ire  or t h i r t y  d o lla rs  to  g e t her s ta r te d  in  college*" This 
very sm all b a r r ie r  was going to  keep the daughter from attending* The 
same a t t i tu d e  toward co s t of education is  often  seen in  the farm boy and
6 ^ 1  d io drop out o f co llege  when th e  amount of money they th in k  neees—
sary  to  keep them in  appears so very small to  o ther people* They seem
ready to  accept sh a t appears to  them as inev itab le*
In  th ese  and in  numerous o th er s itu a tio n s  concerning c red it#  the 
w eather, acc id en ts  and death# th e re  seems to  be th a t  type o f resigned 
acceptance* One fe llo w , a  w hite tenan t farmer in  Tensas had v is i te d  the  
o f f ic e  to  t r y  to  "get r e l ie f* "  He was to ld  to  come back the next day, 
but he s a id , " I  decided I  wasn’t  going to  get on i t  anyhow*" He d id n 't  
go book*
There can be l i t t l e  doubt th a t  such a t t i tu d e s  toward m isfortune, when
not accompanied by any form of s e lf  condemnation, may help  to  allow mental
h e a lth  and composure, but they a lso  prevent people from doing anything about
7
t h e i r  own problems* B e lie f th a t  " i t  is  the L ord 's w ill"  may be comfort* 
in g , bu t i t  a lso  s h i f t s  a l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  from the  persons most affected*
The c h a ra c te r is t ic s  ju s t  mentioned do not apply to  a l l  H ill  farm ers, 
bu t su re ly  to  a g rea t many* In th e  Delta p a rish , p lan te rs  as a c la ss  
a re  so p h is tica ted  and not f a t a l i s t i c *  Their a b i l i ty  to  take  s itu a tio n s  
in  th e i r  own h a n d s— to  p lan , to take advantage of new id eas, and in
^8ee Paul H* Landis, fiural L ife in  Process (Hew York* McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, I n c . ,  1940), 145-46. In  these  pages, Landis gives a b r ie f  
bu t e x c e lle n t d iscussion  on the fa ta lism  of the farmer*
general t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own d e s t i n i e s —- i s  c h a r  a o t e r  i s  t  io  o f  th e  d i f -  
f f r c n o e s  between t b i n  and t h e i r  w h ite  t e n a n t s  and a l s o  b e tw een  them  
and meet H il l  f e m e r s *
The Segroes on th e  p l a n t a t i o n s * and many o p e ra t in g  la n d  o f  w h ite s  
in  St* Helena* hare a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  o o n o e p tio n  o f  " f a t e *11 H aving 
bee® so  c o m p le te ly  subjected  t o  th e  w i l l  and m sroy  o f  t h e  w h i te  p l a n t e r  
f o r  g e n e ra t io n s *  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  eeam to  have d e v e lo p ed  a  c h i l d l i k e  
acceptance of the  w il l*  and t h e  im p o s i t io n s  and g r a t u i t i e s  o f  th o s e  
whites* T h is  i s  much more o h a r a c t e r l  s t  i© o f  t h e  D e lta  Negro who h a s  
so muoh le s s  e s p e r i e s e e  I n  s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  and in  s o l u t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  
o r group problems*
Sometimes I n d iv id u a l s  among H i l l  fa rm  p e o p le  h av e  d e v e lo p e d  a  b e l i e f  
t h a t  any fo rtu n a te  c o n d i t io n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be com pensated  f o r  by  a  m is­
fortune* and they  may be p re v e n te d  from any  en joym ent o f  p r o s p e r i t y  
because of t h i s  assum ed a s s o c ia t io n *
The teach ings o f  u n e d u c a te d  r u r a l  m i n i s t e r s  of b o th  ra c e s *  b u t  
e sp e c ia lly  Kegro m i n i s t e r s  te n d  to  e n co u ra g e  th e  m e n ta l b e h a v io r  de­
scribed  above* and occasionally  a Negro te a c h e r  i s  h e a rd  c r i t i c i s i n g  
th e  country preachers fo r  being a  h a n d ic a p  to  t h e  p ro g r e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le *
O ptim ism  and E d u c a tio n  
High s c h o o l s tu d e n t s  o f  fa rm  f a m i l i e s  f r e q u e n t ly  have l i t t l e  f a i t h  
i n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o r  o p p o r tu n i t i e s *  What th e y  w ould l ik e  t o  
do may n o t seem A tta in a b le  ev en  when t o  an  o b s e rv e r  th e  p ro b lem s t o  be 
overcom e mcy seem r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll*  T ab le  LXXXIV p r e s e n ts  some e v id e n c e  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o th e s is *  The d a t a  com pare th e  s t a t e d  am ount o f
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education  d esired  by high school studen ts with th a t  whioh they  expect 
to  receive*  Area, raoe and sox d iffe ren ces  may be observed*
S i l l  youth appeared considerab ly  more o p tim is tio  than those o f  the  
Delta* This was d e f in i te ly  tru e  fo r  both raoe groups, but i t  was muoh 
wore l ik e ly  fo r  the Negroes* S ixty  per cent of the Negro boys and 60 
p e r eea t o f  the g i r l s  of the  H ill parish  sample s ta te d  they expedted to  
o b ta in  the education d e s ire d , while in  the D elta , the f ig u re s  fo r  Negro 
boys and g i r l s  were 57 per cent and 55*5 per cent* Negro boys were mere 
o p tim is tic  than g i r l s  In  each a rea , while fo r w hites, the opposite  was 
true*
Nore than one-fourth  of every group of both sexes wished to f in is h  
c o lle g e , but did not expect to  do so* The percentage in  t h i s  category 
among w hites was low est fo r  H ill g i r l s  and h ighest fo r Delta boys* Ap­
proxim ately one-fourth  o f the former and almost tw o -fifth s  of the l a t t e r  
wished to  f in is h  b a t did not expect to  do so* D elta Negro boys and 
g i r ls  wishing to  go to  co llege  were considerably  le s s  o p tim istic  than  
those  of the  H ills*  In fac t H ill Negro boys and g i r ls  seemed to  be 
somewhat more o p tim is tic  about a ttend ing  college than was tru e  o f D elta  
whites***
I t  seams safe to conclude th a t H ill boys and g i r l s  o f both races 
are  more o p tim is tic  about a tta in in g  th e ir  educational wishes than a re  
those of t t»  D elta ; th a t  Negro boys are more o p tim is tic  than Negro g i r l s  
In  each a re a ; and th a t  id iite  g i r l s  are more o p tim is tic  than white boys,
H eed le ss  to say , th is  ru le  does not apply to  ch ild ren  of p la n te r  
fam ilies*
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Pessimism o f Fanners 
Thor* was very  l i t t l e  optimism to  bo found among a d u lt fans people 
in  e i t h e r  area* In  1938, the ra in  damaged the Dolt a oo tton  g re a tly , 
and t h i s  seamed to  produce a g rea t deal o f gloom* The p rio a  was low, 
and the  acreage reduo tion  program had lim ited  many faim ers so g re a tly  
t h a t  only w ith a good season and a good p ric e  could they expect to  
mates more than the  c o s t of produo tion*  This pessimism was n o t r e s t r ic te d  
to  any p a r t ic u la r  tenure  e la ss  o r s ise  fana« P la n te rs , small owners, 
r e n te r s ,  croppers and la b o re rs , a l l  were w orried  about the fu tu re*  Seme 
p la n te rs  mare lo sing  th e ir  lan d  to  th e  Farm Lend Bank, many re n te rs  
and croppers were try in g  to  g e t on rese ttlem en t p ro je c ts  or attem pting 
to  s e t t l e  on cu t-o v e r land* Many of th e  white te n a n ts  were going back 
to  Arkansas*
The Farm S ecu rity  A dm inistration opened an o ff ice  in  January of 
1939* Local c re d i to rs  had prevented th is  o rg an isa tio n  from coming 
e a r l i e r ,  but many lo s t  enough in  1938 th a t  they were qu ite  w illin g  fo r  
a  fed e ra l agency to  come in*
In th e  H il l  a re a , the agencies o f the Federal Government were giving 
a  g rea t amount of d ir e c t  and in d ire c t  a ss is ta n ce , but there  were many 
m isgivings among people, who before th e  t h i r t i e s  had always been able 
to  care fo r themselves* There was much ta lk  o f p o l i t ic s  and d iscrim ina­
t io n  in  r e l i e f  adm inistration* Owners thought they were penalised  fo r  
try in g  t o  do something fo r  them selves, and the  Hegroes of a l l  c la sses  
were p re t ty  c e r ta in  th a t  most r e l i e f  was going to  white people*
CHAPTER XIY 
SUMMARY, 0EHERALI2ATIOHS AHD COHCLTJSIOX
In  th is  study an attem pt has been mad* to  compare the n a tu re  sad 
degree o f so c ia l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  among farmers in  two types o f co tto n  
growing are  as i one in  the  H ills  and th e  o ther in  the B e lts  of Louisi~ 
ana* Indexes of economic and so c ia l s ta tu s  were app lied  to  fam ilies* 
by race  and by fan s  tenure c la s s  in  order to  determine t the r e la t iv e  
h e ig h t o f the so c ia l pyramid fo r  each communityj th e  degree of so c ia l 
d is tan ce  between rac es  and among e l  asses* and the  system of re la tio n *  
sh ip s  through which so c ia l s ta tu s  of persons and c la sse s  i s  designated 
and maintained*
P relim inary  su rreys of the two areas and a study of a v a ila b le  in* 
form ation revealed  s tr ik in g  geographic* economic and a g ric u ltu ra l d i f ­
fe rences between the two areas* The much higher p ro d u c tiv ity  o f Tensas 
P a r ish  so il*  the h igher p roportion  of Segroes in  i t s  population* th e  
immensely g re a te r  s is e  of land holdings* a  much g re a te r  p roportion  of 
lan d less  farmers* and a d is t in c t iv e  c u ltu ra l  h is to ry  made th i s  D elta 
pa rish  very d i f f e r e n t  from the H ill pariah  of St* Helena* The two 
p a rish es much in  common* however* Production of co tton  as the 
p r in c ip a l source of cash income* complete absence o f urban people* 
populations th a t  were more than 60 per cent Hegro and. an almost complete 
absence of n o n -ag ric u ltu ra l in d u stry , could be observed as s im ila r it ie s *  
An an a ly sis  of ob jec tive  da ta  revealed a g rea t many fa c ts  which 
appear s ig n if ic a n t fo r  so c ia l  s ta tu s*  These find ings may be summarised 
a s  fo llow s t
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1* There i s  conclusive evidence o f g re a te r  re s i  dentio l s t a b i l i ty  
among s u i te s  in  th e  H ills*  Far Degrees th e re  seems to  be very l i t t l e  
d i f f t r e o i s ,  b e t in  both a re a s  they  a re  lee s  mobile then whites*
Z• D elta  w hite owners were born in  Louisiana end M iss iss ip p i, t h l l e  
r e n te r s ,  eroppers and labo re rs were more l ik e ly  to  have been bora l a  
Arkansas and M ississipp i*  Hourly a l l  H ill w hites were born in  the 
s t a te ,  end most of them in  the p a rish  o f re s id e  nee* D elta Degrees 
memo born in  th e  p a rish  o f  residence in  moat eases; when n o t, the b irth *  
p lace given was M iss iss ip p i much mere o ften  than Louisiana* Only two of 
6M H il l  fie g ross were bora out o f the  s ta te ,  and only one o ther, out o f  
the  parish*
5* The r e s id e n tia l  s t a b i l i ty  o f Negroes in  the  Delta i s  much g re a te r  
then  th a t  of whites* This i s  true  in  the B ills  a lso , but the  d iffe ren ce  
i s  much sm aller* H ill  w hites in  a l l  tenure  c la sse s  shewed longer ree l*  
dense than th a t  of D elta  w hites; none o f  the D elta  white re n te rs , 
eroppers o r  lab o re rs  were life tim e  residen ts*  Tenure c la ss  d iffe ren ces 
were s l ig h t  among Degrees o f both areas*
4* V est H il l  Degress and whites were bora on H il l  fam ily farm s, 
thongt n e s t  of the Degro eroppers and lab o re rs  were born on p lan ta tio n s  
in  the  parish*  In  the  D elta , the Negroes were bora on D elta p la n ta tio n s , 
while n e s t  of the fans w hites gave th e  B i l l  fam ily fa in  as the type o f 
b irthp lace*  Of the  D elta  s h i te  fanaers , owners were le a s t  l ik e ly  to  have 
been bora on H ill  fam ily fam e*
6* More Negroes than  w hites in  both a reas  had gained a h igher p o s i t  
t lo n  on th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  ladder since b i r th ,  and a  sm aller proportion  
had lo s t  a  h igher position* This seems to  be p a r t i a l ly  accounted fo r  by 
the  fo o t  th a t  wore o f then were born in to  a lower tenure e l  ass than  was
292
tr u e  o f  w h ite s*
6 * heads o f fam ilie s  ranked In  age from youngest to  o ld e s t 
as follows* (1) B e lts  w h ites , (2) H ill  w h ites , (3) B e lts  Negroes and 
(4) H il l  Hegroes* For the e n tire  sample, owners were o lder than  e th e r 
operators*
7* In  o rder o f  s is e  of re s id en t fam ily , th e  fou r major groups rank 
from la rg e s t  to  sm a lles t as follows* (1) H ill  Negro, (2) H ill w hite ,
(3) B e lts  w h ite , and (4) D elta Negro#
8 * Sons o f H ill  w hites were l e a s t  l ik e ly  to  have ru ra l residence  
and oonseq\B n t ly  le a s t  l ik e ly  to res id e  in  the  same p a rish  w ith  paren ts*  
Sons of Delta white owners were an exception to  th is  rule*
9* Daughters, le s s  freq u en tly  than  sons, liv ed  in  th e  asms p a ria h  
with parents*  D elta  Negro daughters are  the  only exception . H ill  farm 
youth appear qu ite  d e f in i te ly  to  become m igrants to  th e  c i t y  more f r e ­
quently  than D elta youth, thou^i th is  d isregards tenure d ifferences*
10* In  th e  D elta th e re  is  more evidence of d iseases, le s s  m edical 
care  and h ig ie r  general and in fa n t  death ra tes*  P lan ta tio n  fam ilie s  
of the lower c la s s  a re  a  s tr ik in g  exception to  th i s  general p rinc ip le*  
Among H ill  fam ilie s  o f  both ra c e s » rec ip ro ca l nursing Is commonly prac­
ticed*
11* Here pub lic  w elfare  a ss is ta n ce  i s  provided in  th e  H ills* This 
seems to  be due to a  g re a te r  w illingness of leaders to ob tain  public  
r e l i e f  fo r those who want i t*  In the D elta , r e l i e f  i s  considered harm­
fu l to  th e  In te re s ts  o f  the employer of lab o r, e sp e c ia lly  during busy 
seasons*
12* P ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  general economic indexes, as land and b u ild in g s, 
assessm ents and farming equipment, show h ig ie r  average values per farm
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P*r  f s n i ly  i a  the  D elta p a r is h  than in  the H ill  pariah* However* 
the  census p ra c tic e  of lim itin g  data  on average value o f  land and 
b u ild in g s  to  farms of 30 acres  o r more, e lim in a te s  most re n te r  and 
eroppar operated farms and makes comparisons ra th e r  meaningless* Moat 
Me gross in  both a re a s  had very l i t t l e  farm equipment* Because of the 
ten o rs  d iffe rences*  th is  was more l ik e ly  to  he t r u e  in  the Delta* Re* 
e ip ro ea l lending o f equipment tended to  le sse n  the importance of th is  
problem among H ill  Vegro end w hite farm owners*
13* Methods of fam in g  are  more ra t io n a lis e d  In  th e  Delta* Mechani­
sa tio n  has proceeded much fu rther*  R otation o f  crops* in se e t control*  
s e l l  improvement, seed se le c tio n  and c e r ta in  o ther p ra c tic e s  a re  e v i­
dences o f g re a te r  physica l e ff ic ie n c y  in  production* Most of th is*  
however* is  not due to  in d iv id u a l farmer i n i t i a t iv e  but to  an in d u s tr ia l  
type of fans management*
14* D elta  farm ers o f both races  appear to  have s l ig h tly  more of 
those  a r t i c l e s  o f  household equipment f o r  which money is  spent* bu t 
t h i s  tends to  be more th an  compensated fo r by the  live-at-hom e programs 
of H ill  farm ers* The l a t t e r  are much more l ik e ly  to  have milk* eggs* 
vegetab les and meat from th e i r  own farm s. White re n te rs  in  th e  D elta 
oaepare q a ite  favorab ly  in  these  re sp ec ts  with small w hite owners in  
the  H ills*
15* By most In i  exes of m ateria l lev e l o f liv ing*  D elta p la n te rs  
p resen t a  s tr ik in g  c o n tra s t to  farm ers o f  o th er tenu re  c la sse s  of both 
areas* The extremes in  the  D elta a re  the  most outstanding fea tu res*  
s ince  most o f  the  farm ers of both races are in  th e  non-owning 
c lasses*  i t  i s  necessary  to  g ive proper weight to  t h i s  fao t*
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16. Eduoational f a c i l i t i e s  a re  d e f in i te ly  Inadequate in  both 
parishes*  The H ill  people do not have the taxable wealth* and those  
in  the C hita  who h a re , w ill  not use i t  fo r w hites or fo r Negroes* 
R acial d iffe ren c e s  a re  g rea t in  both  areas* b u t they a re  extreme in  
th e  Delta* The d iffe ren c e  in  money spent fo r  white and Negro educa­
t io n  i s  one of th e  most outstanding  examples of raoe d isc rim in a tio n  in  
pub lic  in s t i tu t io n a l  l if e *  Negro i n i t i a t i v e  tends to  compensate f o r  
t h i s  to  a c e r ta in  degree in  th e  H ill  parish*
17* There i s  a h igher ra te  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  in  th e  D elta fo r both 
w hites and Negroes than  in  th e  H ills*  H ill  ch ild ren  are  more l ik e ly  
to  be a ttend ing  school and a re  mote l ik e ly  to f in is h  high school* The 
lover th e  tenu re  class*  th e  lower the educational s ta tu s  reported  by 
a d u lts  in  both a re a s  and races*
18* There i s  much mors general p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  government in  the  
E l l i s  than  in  the D elta . In the past* usually* w hite tenan ts and crop­
pers have not vo ted ; when they d id  they were influenced considerably  
by the p lan te rs*  There is  a growing tendency fo r  g re a te r  p a r t ic ip a ­
t io n  by a l l  whites* and the t r a d i t io n a l  co n tro l by the p la n te rs  and 
o th er upper c la s s  w hites i s  being challenged.
19* There has been a  tendency toward the ap p lica tio n  of c e r ta in  
lav s to sp e c if  ie  o la  sees in  the Delta* This i s  not apparent in  the  
H ills*  The p ra c tic e  r e s u l ts  in  le s s  obedience to  law in  the  Delta* 
e sp e c ia lly  among immigrant white farmers* who experience a c o n f l ic t  
between mores and law*
20* Many so c ia l a c t iv i t i e s —educational* ree rea tiona l*  re lig io u s  
f r a te rn a l—are  p a r tic ip a te d  in  on a community-wide basis by raoe in
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the H i l l s ,  vitereas in  the D elta , p a r t ic ip a tio n  is  by race and by c la s s ;  
th a  l a t t e r  based on re s id en ce , occupation, w ealth , fam ily and tenure* 
W ithin the white farm population  o f the  D elta , p a r t ic ip a tio n  is  based 
p rim a rily  on tenure  c la s s ,  while fo r  Negroes tenure  d iscrim inations are 
not so pronounced*
21* A g re a te r  number of so c ia l cen te rs  fo r whites i s  found in  the 
H i l ls ,  and a l l  c la sse s  seem to  be expected to p a rtic ip a te *  1st both 
areas cen te rs  for Negroes, both  re l ig io u s  and educa tional, a re  small 
sad local*  In th ese  a c t iv i t i e s ,  Negroes at* f a r  more democratic 
than E lite s*
22* The H il l  p a rish  produces i t s  own leadership* The D elta  fu rn ishes 
only a  p a rt of i t s  p ro fess io n a l leadersh ip  and seems to ob ta in  a large  
p roportion  from 3111 parishes* However, both a reas seem to  furn ish  a 
g rea t many lead e rs  for urban areas* This m igration  has g rea tly  dimin­
ished  the number of upper c la s s  white fam ilie s  on farm s, and i t  has meant 
a lo ss  in  lo ca l leadership*
23* In th e  overwhelming opinion of fa n a e rs , owners in  both areas 
a re  b e t te r  o f f  than  o ther tenure c la sse s , and are b e tte r  o f f  according 
to  the opinions of non-farm people also* D ifferences in  m ateria l wel­
fa re  between p la s te r s  and o ther owners in  the  D elta , however, a re  g rea te r 
than  those between small owners and lan d less  farmers in  th e  H ills*
24* Whites of the H ills  and p lan te rs  of the Delta were very much 
div ided  in  th e i r  op in ions concerning Negro farm ownership* Those who 
conceded him the a b il i ty  to  operate  independently thought ownership the  
b e s t re la tio n sh ip  to  the lend* I f  they thought Negroes needed super­
v is io n , the  w hites gave the s ta tu s  of cropper ae most appropriate*
26* Croppers tad u n sk ille d  ad u lt farm lab o re rs  are  p ra c t ic a l ly  
in d is tin g u ish a b le  in  the  Delta* IS any sem i-sk illed  lab o re rs  have eon**
* idurab ly  h igher economic and so c ia l s ta tu s  than eroppers end compare 
favorab ly  w ith  h igher c la s s  ren te rs*  In  th e  H ills*  lab o re rs  do not 
c o n s t i tu te  a c le a r-c u t category* The indiv idual h ired  man i s  l ik e ly  
to  be a young unmarried son of a farm owner, and h is  s ta tu s  corresponds 
to  th a t  ©f M s family*
26* Fans ownership is  an im portant fa c to r  in  so c ia l s ta tu s  in  each 
area* I t  is  t ru e  fo r  w hites and for Negroes* Non-farm people a lso  
recognise  the p re s tig e  value of land ownership in  th e i r  re la tio n s  w ith 
fa rm srs . There i s  an inconsistency  In  the  D elta, however, as white 
p la s te r s  plqjr a  ro le  Involving Intim ate a sso c ia tio n  with p ro fessional 
and business men, while the small owners, e sp e c ia lly  those who are  
immigrants from the H il ls ,  tend to  be c la s s if ie d  w ith ten an ts  and 
lab o re rs  •
27* Since fans ownership is  much more general in  the  H ills , i t  
helps to  account fo r th e  sm aller degree of so c ia l s t r a t i f ic a t io n  among 
H ill  farmers*
28* The opportunity  to  become owners, u n t i l  recen tly , tended to be 
much g re a te r  in  the  H ills  for both races, but e sp ec ia lly  fo r Negroes*
The s i tu a t io n  seems to have changed considerably for both whites and 
Negroes in  the Del4 a during the l a s t  decade* The more productive s o i l
perm its them to  acquire  ownership of cu t-over land*
29* One e a s ily  overlooked aspect of 'Hie s i tu a tio n  of the white
cropper In  the H ills  should be pointed ou t. There a re  so few of th is
c la s s  th a t  he o ften  has no neighbors o f  h is  own tenure s ta tu s ,  which one
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Might tM VM  mould fore#  a g re a te r  degree of so c ia l is o la t io n  upon him* 
This rappoBSd disadvantage* howe ver, is  o f f s e t  to  a g rea t ex ten t by th e  
general eastern e f  welcoming a l l  w h ites to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  general 
in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  of the loca l community.
SO* The r e la t iv e  degree of freedom is  much g re a te r  among farm ers
in  th e  B i l l s * and w ith  th e  exeeption of D elta p la n te rs  they seem to  ox- 
ereise a much h igher degree of s e l f -d ir e c t io n .  The H ill  Negroes* who 
a re  le s s  o ften  dependent upon a  p a te rn a l is t ic  re la tio n sh ip  to  whites* 
tend  to  e x h ib it  mueh g re a te r  in i t ia t iv e *
$1* The r e la t io n  between white p lan te rs  and p la n ta tio n  Negroes i s  
one o f  interdependence in  th e  Delta* while th a t  between white and Negro
farm ers in  th e  H il ls  is  more com petitive . The com petition i s  not any
mere economic than so c ia l*  The small white owner and ten an t do not 
ea rs  to  see leg ro es liv in g  as w ell as they themselves l iv e .  A s im ila r  
a t t i tu d e  is  held  by the  Delta white cropper and th e  New Ground s e t t le r*  
Ths fe e lin g  i s  in te n s if ie d  by th e  unfriend ly  a t t i tu d e  of th e  p la n te r  
toward th ese  E lites*  and by h is  tendency to  be more fr ie n d ly  toward 
the  p la n ta tio n  Negro* Negroes often  attem pt to  as suae the white p la n te r 's  
a t t i tu d e  toward lower c la ss  w hites.
82* Tim re  i s  more complete psycho-aooi&l adjustment among H ill 
farmers* The d lf fe re iu e  i s  e sp e c ia lly  g rea t between them and the white
lan d le ss  farm ers of the  Delta* Area d ifferences among Negroes i s  much ^\ f,
le s s  pronounced* bu t many croppers in  th s  Delta are  d is s a t is f ie d  with 
th e i r  own tenure  arrangements. Host o f them say they  th in k  owners and 
re n te rs  sure much b e t te r  o f f  than ©roppers*
23* A f a t a l i s t i c  acceptance of l ife *  including  even i t s  worst 
problems* appears to  be a c h a ra c te r is t ic  t r a i t  o f  a m ajo rity  of the
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5111 f u n  people* X o tt Delta Negrooe show a s im ila r type o f resigned 
acceptance o f the  co n d itio n s  imposed or provided by land lo rd s, w hile 
B e lta  p la s te r s  appear to  f e e l  a  personal re sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r th e i r  own 
success o r  m isfo rtu n e•
54* Negroes are  very d e f in i te ly  ooaeeious of d iffe ren ces  in  s ta tu s  
within th e i r  own casts*  In  the  D e lta , t h i s  c o n tra s t i s  more apparent 
between farm and non-farm fam ilies* They deny th a t  re la tio n sh ip s  to  
particular w hites determine the s ta tu s  o f Negroes* Race p rid e  seems 
to  be causing a  decrease  in  th e  Negro* s w illin g n ess to  accept sexual 
promiscuity with w h ite s . G irls  a re  o s tra c ise d  by th e i r  own group fo r  
permitting t h i s  re la tio n sh ip  w ith white men* There a re  no town Negroes 
in  the  H ill p a r is h , but those  on farms speak of high and low c la s s  
fam ilies w ith in  the Negro fans population*
55* N est D elta  p la n te rs  want Negro ra th e r  th an  w hite  eroppers* 
P reference is  le s s  c e r ta in  in  the H il ls ,  bub probably w hites a re  as 
often wanted since  landowners in  the  H ills  t r e a t  th e i r  re n te rs  and crop* 
pore much as they  would independent operators*  The land owner is  le s s  
l ik e ly  than in  the D elta to  be liv in g  on the same holdings w ith h is  
tenants.
56* The he igh t of the  so c ia l pyramid is  much g re a te r  in  the D elta 
than  in  the H ill  community. This i s  most apparent in  the  farm popula­
t io n .  Caste consciousness i s  more apparent in  the H il ls ,  while in  the 
D e lta , c la s s  consciousness tends to  lessen  th e  r e la t iv e  In te n s ity  o f  
race  consciousness o f  upper c la ss  w hites and to  in te n s ify  th a t  of those 
w hites who a re  more d i r e c t ly  in  com petition with Negroes*
37* U pper c la s s  w h ite s  of th e  D elta do n o t ob jec t to  p h y s lc d  p ro x ­
im ity  t o  N e g ro e s i s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  o n ly  i s  m a in ta in e d *  With w h ite  t e n a n t s ,
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however, i t  seam* to  to  n seessa iy  to  m ain tain  physica l d lstanoc bo*
tooon fam ilie s  i n  ordor to  assure so c ia l distance*
38* V ertica l so c ia l m obility  i s  d i f f i c u l t  in  the  Delta* Social 
s ta tu s  I s  based upon w ea lth , fam ily , t r a d i t io n  and a system of so c ia l 
s te reo ty p es  which cause the s ta tu s  of the  ind iv idua l to  be determined 
la rg e ly  by the groups w ith which he i s  id en tif ie d *  This makes i t  d i f ­
f i c u l t  fo r  a  pe rson , cnee h is  s ta tu s  is  f ix e d , to  gain  a h igher so c ia l
p o sitio n *  At th e  same t in s  i t  tends to  assure continued s ta tu s  fo r
member s  of the  upper o lass*  In th e  H i l l s ,  personal t r a i t s ,  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
educa tional and vocationa l attainm ent a re  app recia ted , so the  Ind iv idual 
i s  more l ik e ly  to  be rewarded by acceptance in to  a h igher class*
39* decent changes in  race composition of the D elta population , 
end an in crease  in  the p roportion  of small owners among farm ers, imply 
the  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f s ig n if ic a n t m od ifica tions of p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
o o n tro l, and e v en tu a lly  perhaps, in  th e  e n t i r e  so c ia l s tru c tu re  and 
in s t i tu t io n a l  l i f e  of the  Delta*
Qeneral Conclusion 
Any attem pt to draw a f in a l  conclusion w ith re fe ren ce  to  the so c ia l 
d e s ir a b i l i ty  o f e i th e r  la rg e  sca le  p la n ta tio n  o r  in d u s tr ia l  production 
of c o tto n  on the one hand, or th a t  o f sm all, owner-operated fam ily-type 
f a n s ,  must be made only on the  basis  of g en era lly  accepted values*^
^Seei P* A* Sorokin, C* 0* Zimmerman and C* J* G alpin, op* c l t *, 
V ol. I ,  pp. 387-396; 0* S. Baker, Ralph Borsodi and M* L* WIl«o$, 
op . o i t* .  Chanters I I .  XI and XVj T. Lynn Smith, The Sooio&ogy o f Rural 
m ^ ’JWew Yorks Harper and Bros*, 1940), pp* 301 TF7
300
I f  the emphasis were to  be on e f f ic ie n t  production, only , manufac­
tu r in g  and banking under export management, seem to  have proved—w ith in  
l im its — the g re a te r  p h y sica l e ff ic ie n c y  of the la rge  scale  e n te rp r is e . 
F u rth em o re , th e  p r in c ip le s  o f economic d is t r ib u t io n  assume th a t  any 
f a c to r  o f production  i s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the  income of an e n te rp r ise  
in  p ropo rtion  to  the c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  th a t  f a c to r .  But as machines have 
co n tin u a lly  taken  over s tep  a f te r  s tep  in  the to ta l  procedure from 
breaking through m arketing , the functions performed by the  cropper or 
lab o re r  have dwindled u n t i l  today hie  se rv ices are  Indispensable only 
fa r  chopping and p ick in g . I t  is  sm all wonder then  th a t  h i s  income o ften  
rep re sen ts  compensation fo r  these  two processes on ly . I f  one were reform
e
minded, he could hard ly  condemn p la n te rs  any more than he could the laws 
of economies fo r  allow ing machines to  peplaee men in  a g ric u ltu re  Ju s t as 
lo g ic a l ly  as they  have in  m anufacturing.
However, i f  the in s t i tu t io n a l  and human side  in  a democratic so c ie ty  
a re  our prim ary in te r e s ts —i f  i t  i s  to  be a  "way of l i f e "  fo r  a l l  fami­
l i e s  p a r t ic ip a tin g  even more than  a  "business1*—th is  study d e f in i te ly  
in d ic a te s  th a t  in  co tto n  production , the  h ig h ly  sp e c ia lise d  in d u s t r ia l  
type of a g r ic u ltu re  has no t e s ta b lish e d  a  record  upon which i t  can claim  
p r io r i t y .
On th e  o th e r  hand, the small fam ily-type farm operated by the  owner 
in c re ases  physica l s t a b i l i ty  of the fam ily , and th e re fo re , the soc ia l 
s t a b i l i ty  of the  community* The members of such a community have vested  
I n te r e s t s ;  they devote e f f o r t  and money to  th e  development of i n s t i t u ­
t io n a l  l i f e ,  and a l l  w ith in  a raoe p a r t ic ip a te .  The p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l
SOI
l i f e  a re  stare l a  keeping with t  ha p r in c ip le s  o f democracy*
For th e  above reaso n s , i f  i t  is  necessary  to  make a choice, th e  
total 1 ow nsr-operated fen s  most be se le c te d .
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RURAL-URBAN RELATIONSHIPS IN LOUISIANA
1. N o_____
2. Parish:
1. St .H.
3, Race: 1. White:-
4. Occupation:
2, Negro:-
Farmer: Full T im e Part T im e
1. Owner, Full: |
’ 2. Owner, Part: |
3. Renter: |
4. Cropper: j
5. Laborer: j
Nnn-fartnor-
6. Ffirm landowner
7. Nonowner:
,7. Farmers’ Tenure History: | Previous Present
1. Owner, Full:
2. Owner. Part:
3. Renter:
4. Cropper:
5. Laborer:
9. Tenants' Questions:
a. H ow are you renting:
1. Cash:--------------
2. Share: %
3. Standing:—
4. Other:--------
Vi %
b.
C.
From whom do you rent?
Name:----------------------------
Address:-------------------------
Kinship; L related- 2. unrelated-
In general, what does your landlord/employer have 
to say about your farming operations?------------------
1. Leaves decisions entirely up to you:----------------
2. Simply discusses problems with you:----------------
3. Usually suggests, does not command:---------------
4. Gives strict orders, what, how?----------------------
5. Other:--------------------------------------------------------
W ould you like to have more independence 
( 1 . ----------- ) or more supervision (2. ----------- ) in
running the farm? Satisfied as it is (3. -)
11. Source of:
G row Buy Collect
Can or 
Preserve
[ 1. Meat: 1
2. Vegetables: i
3. Fruits: | i
4. Berries: | 1
5. Nuts: | | 1
i 6. Fuel: j j
•13. Number of rooms in house:.
2. Tensas.
5. Years in Present Community:
1. Lifetime:---------------
2. Born here, lived elsewhere.
Place:__________________
.years
3, Born elsewhere, lived here- 
Place:------------------------------
years
6. Residence History:
1. City:
2, Rural non-farm:
3. Plantation, hills:
4. Plantation, delta:
5. Family farm, hills:
6. Family farm, delta:
Previous Present
8. Economic Relationships:
1. W here do you do most of your trading?
2. W ith whom?_________________________
3. W here do you gin your cotton?
4. W here do you sell it?_
10. Farm and Farming Equipment:
a. Farm land operated:____________
(Owned:----------------------  Rented:.
O wn *W an t | f Permit \
b. W ork animals: Y N Y N  | Y N
c. Milk cows: Y N Y N  | Y N  |
d. Beef cattle: Y N Y N  | Y N  |
e. Hogs: Y N Y N  | Y N  |
/  Chickens (5) Y N Y N  | Y N  |
g. Garden: Y N Y N  | Y N  |
h. Fruit trees Y N Y N | Y N  |
i. Pecan trees: Y N Y N  | Y  N  |
j. Tractor: Y N Y N | Y N
k . Cotton planter: Y N Y N | Y N
/. Mower: Y N Y N | Y N  |
m. Syrup mill: Y N Y N | Y N  |
n. Grits mill: Y N Y N | Y N  |
* Have you tried to keep, get, grow ?
-J- Are you permitted by your landlord to have?
12. Household Equipment:
1. Kitchen sink with drain:-----------------------------
2. W ashing machine:-------------------------------------
3. Bought broom:------------------------------------------
4. Icebox:-----------------------------------------------------
5. Refrigerator:__________________________ -—
6. Sewing machine:--------------------------------- ------
7. Radio:. ~---- ------------- ------------------------------
8. Telephone:-
14. Lighting System:
1. Electricity:.
2. Gasoline lamps:_
3. Kerosene lamps:-
4. Other:_________
17. Publications regularly received:
1. Newspaper, daily:---------------
2. Newspaper, weekly:-----------
3. Periodical, occupa.:-------------
4. Periodical, religious:-
5. Periodical, women’s:.
6. Periodical, child’s:—
7. None:--------------
8. Other:--------------------
15. Drinking W ater Supply:
1. Running hot and cold-
2. Running cold only:—
3. Power"driven pump:—
4. Hand pump:-
5. W ell and buckets
6. None:--------------
7. Other: ------- —_ _
18. Commonly Used Public Road:
1. Hard surface:--------------
2. Graded gravel:--------------
3. Graded dirt:--------------
4. Ungraded:--------------
5. Trail:--------------
16. Sanitation:
1. Indoor toilet:.
2. Sanitary privy:------
3. Unimproved privy:.
4. No facilities:---------
5. Other:-------------------
6. Otheru
19. Transportation:
1. Passenger car, year:
2. Farm truck, year:—
3. W agon, buggy:------
4. Horseback:-------------
5. Muleback:--------------
6. None:-------- :------
7. Other:--------------------
20. Families W ith Whom You Visit Most: 21. Nonparticipating Neighboring Families:
Name Rel. Occupation/Tenure Class
Ten.
Rel. Name Rel. Occupation/Tenure Class
Ten. ■: 
Rel.
1. Y N Y N 1. Y N Y N
2. Y N Y N 2. Y N Y N
3. Y N Y N 3. Y N Y N
4. Y N Y N 4. Y N Y N
5. Y N Y N  j 5. Y N Y N
23. Opinions:
1. W hich do you think are better off around here, people living in town ( ) or in the country ( ) ? W hy do|
you think so?------------------------------------ - --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. W hich occupational class of white people in town do you think is BEST off? . . .------------------------------------------
Why?_________________________________________________________________ :_______________________________
3. W hich occupational class of white people in town do you think is W O R ST  off?------------------------------------------
Why?________________________________ ________________________________________________________________
4. Which tenure class of white farm people do you think is BEST off?-------------------------------------------------------------
Why?--------------------- - --------- - --------- - ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5. W hich tenure class of white farm people do you think is W O R ST off?. 
Why?___________________________________________   ..........   .
6. Which do you think are W O RSE off, the poorest white people in town ( ) or the poorest white people on
farms ( )? Why?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ --- -------------------
7. Which class of colored people in town do you think is BEST off?- 
Why?_______________________________________________________
8. Which class of colored people in town do you think is W O R ST off?_ 
Why?____________________________________________________________
9. Which tenure class of colored farm people do you think is BEST off?---
Why?_________ ____________________________________________________
10. Which tenure class of colored farm people do you think is W O R ST off?_ 
Why?_______ _ __________________ _ ___________________________________
■
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22. Have you ever had any dealings with:
1. Parish agent? Yes N o -
3. Parish nurse? Yes No
2. Home demonstration agent? Yes No
« V . . . ,
4. Parish welfare agent? Yes No1 ■1 > ;
J  ^  t  . .  1
5. Jeanes supervisor? Yes No
! !  .
6. Soil Conservation Service? Yes No
:  '  i  '  1
7. RA— FSA? Yes -NoI 1
i : '  L . : . i -  . . .  r . i  . . 1
8. FCA— Farm Land Bank? Yes No
9. FERA— W PA? Yes" N o ‘
10. Others (specify):
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